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PREFACE 


It has been with much reluctance that, at the persevering 
request of Dr. SchUemann. I have undertaken to write 
a Preface to his Myccnean volume. ; 1 have - managed 
perhaps, though with long intermissions of the. pleasant 
labour, to maintain a tolerable acquaintance with the text 
of i ionut ; and the due establishment, of the poults oi 
contact between that text and the remains from Mycenae is- 
without question one of the eftential aims, to which com- 
ment on this work requires to be addressed* But I; have 
a honor of ail specialism which travels beyond its proper 
province; and in this matter ! am at: best no.. ■more than a 
.specialist, probably, too, not one of very high pretensions. 

1 have not that practised skill, that comprehensive outlook 
over the whole field of 1 lellenic, and other than Hellenic 
archaeology, which, has conferred upon • Mr. ISewton Iris 
well-earned fame. The just conclusion from these premises 
appears to be, that I ought to have declined a charge quod 
ferre rccusmt humeri.* But there was, in ancient poetry, a 
Destiny stronger than tire will of gods. To me. on this 
occasion, Dr. Sddiemann is the vicegerent , and organ of 
that Destiny. In view of the splendid services which he igvs 
conferred upon classical science, a power, that, thrusts argu- 
ment out of court, brings me to perceive, that I cannot Bit 
accede to his desire. I have however given the reader 
lair warning where and why he should be on his guard ; 
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and I shall make all the use I can of the landmarks laid 
down in the report which Mr. Newton, after an ocular 
inspection of these remains, published in the Times ©f 
April 20, 1877; and of the vali|^£ papers 16 f %Mr. 
Gardner in the Academy (April ai I believe that 

the interest, excited by Dr. Schliemann’s discoveries, has 
been by no means confined to classical scholars. I shall 
therefore endeavour to be as little technical as possible, and 
to write, so far as may be, for a circle wider tha# that 
the persons among us who are acquainted with the Greek 
tongue. 

When the disclosures at Tiryns and Mycenae were an- 
nounced in England, my own first impression was that of a 
strangely bewildered admiration,, combined with a prepon- 
derance of sceptical against believing tendencies, in regard 
to the’ capital and dominating^ subject of the Tombs in the 
Ajghrai: l am bound to say,Yhat reflection and a fuller know- 
, Jedg| haVe nearly turned the scales the other way. There 
Aare jmdeed, not only gaps to be supplied, but difficulties to be 
conftjaited, and to be explained ; or to be left over for future 
expjpfeation. Yet the balance, I will not say of evidence, 
but of rational presumption, seems as though it might 
ultimately lean towards the belief that this eminent 
explorer lias exposed to the light of day, after 3000 years, 
the: memorials and remains of Agamemnon and his com- 
panions in the Return from Troy. But let us endeavour 
to feel our v/ay by degrees up to this question, gradually 
and with care, as a good general makes his approaches to a 
formidable fortress. 

*%■ I find, upon perusing the volume of Dr. Schliemann, 
|hat the items of evidence, which connect his discoveries 
-Aifnerally with the. Homeric Poems, are more nume- 
rous, than I had surmised 'from the brief outline, with 
which he favoured us upon his visit to England in the 
spring, Ap «... 

1. He presents to us the#udc figures of cows; and 



upon a signet ring (No. 531) and elsewhere, cow-heads 
not to be mistaken. lie then points to the traditional 
worship, from the first, of Hera in Argolis ; and .lie 
asks- us to. conneofr these facts with the use of Boopis 
(cow-eyed) as jf^pjtple epithet of this goddess in the 
Poems ; and he might add, with her special guardianship 
of Agamemnon in liis interests and his personal safety 
(//. I. 194-22,2.) 

|| Thtfj»appears to me a reasonable demand. We know 
that upon some of the Egyptian monuments the goddess 
Isis, mated with Osiris, is represented in human figure with 
the cow’s head. This was a mode of exhibiting deity con- 
genial to the spirit of an Egyptian innmigration,* such 
as might, compatibly with the text of Homer, have 
taken place some generations before the Troica. But 
it was also a mode againft which the whole spirit of 
Hellenism, according *0 th<? authentic type of . that 
spirit supplied in the Poems, utterly ^revolted. W&fjpd 
there a Hera, who wore, so to speak, the mantle of Isis, 
besides carrying the spoils of one or more peonages 
enrolled in the Golden Book of the old Pelasgian dyfi&sties. 
Nothing could be snore natural than a decapitation of the 
Egyptian Isis, not penally but for her honour. She might 
consequently appear with the human head ; but, not to break 
sharply with the traditions of the people, the cow-head, and 
even the cow figure, might nevertheless be retained- as 
symbols of religion. And the great Poet, who invariably 
keeps these symbols so to speak at arms’ length, in order 
that he may prevent their disparaging the creed of which he 
was the great doctor, might nevertheless select from tire 
bovine features that one which was suited to his purpose, 
and give to his Hera, who was never a very intcllectdil 

* Since this Preface was put in type, the fragments of an ostrich 
egg, originally mistaken for an alabaster vase, rate.. been tested and 
verified. This object seems to Affolfil a new indiMtion of prehistoric 
relations between Myccnm and b^fypt. 
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deity, the large tranquil eye of the cow. The use of the 
epithet for Hera in Homer is not, indeed, exclusive, and I 
admit that he may have inherited that use. But, though 
not exclusive, it is very special ; at^ this specillity is 
enough to give a sensible support toU®* doctrine of our 
fatuous explorer. 

a. The buildings improperly called Cyclopean, and 
still more improperly endowed with the alternative name 
of Pelasgian, have long been known, more onfless, fit 
exist in Argolis ; but Dr. Schliemann has thrown some 
light on what I may perhaps be allowed to call their 
diversity of style. #|le admits three forms found in this 
kind of building. T have objected to the current names, 
the first because it does not inform ; the second because it 
tnisleads, for these buildings have no true connection with 
the Pelasgian tribes. What they indicate is the handiwork 
of The great constructing r r ace or races, made up of several 
^rufnts, who mig'Hjgsed into Greece, and elsewhere on the 
Mediterranean, from the south and east, and who exhibit 
an ttptal, tlrough perhaps not an invariable connection 
with The Poseidon-worship ; a worship, with which the 
Cyclopean name is, through the Odyssey, perceptibly 
associated, and which is one of the main keys, as I have 
long been persuaded, wherewith in time to unlock, for 
Hellenic and Homeric regions, the secrets of antiquity. 
The walls of Troy were built by Poseidon; that is, by a 
race who practised the worship of the god. How far those 
•walls conform to any of the minuter points of the descrip- 
tions of ‘ Cyclopean ’ architecture by Dr. Schliemann, 
(pp. 4a, 1 S3), I cannot say. But if he is right, as seems 
probable, in placing Troy at Hissarlik, it is important to 
Hbtice that this work of Poseidon had a solidity, which 
bore it unharmed through the rage of fire, and kept it 
well together amidst all the changes Which have buried 
it in a hill oflftibbish and promiscuous remains. And 
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of course the modes, used by the very same race -.in .the 
business of building, could not but vary much with the 
circumstances of each ease, and especially with the material 
at hanth I am tempted, at least until a better name can be 
found, to call -thi^ptoner of building Poseidonian. At any 
rate, whatever it be called, I note it as a point of correspon- 
dence between the Poems and the discoveries ; admitting 
at the same time that the matter is not sufficiently de- 
vfcloped\o warrant me in laying upon it any considerable 
stress. 

3. The beehive-like building, which is rather loosely 
called the Treasury of Atreus, presents to us over the 
doorway (p. 43) two enormous slabs, one of them 
supposed to weigh from 130 to 135 tons. I only refer to 
them for the sake of reminding the reader that, as I think, 
we must be prepared, in this* and other matters, freely to 
recognise the hand of the foreigner at work ; who brought 
with him into Greece attainments, no^to be despised, of 
material civilisation. More pointedly I wish to observe that 
in the interior of the Treasury, from the fpurth tpurse 
upwards, there are visible (p. 44) in each stone two bored 
holes, and in many ajf them the remains of ‘ bronze’ nails 
still existing. Similar holes, it appears, are found (p. 45) 
in the Treasury of Minyas at Orchomenos. The purpose 
of these nails, says our author, could only be, to attach 
to the wall what in one place he calls the bronze, and in 
another the brazen plates, with which the whole interior 
was once decorated. On the secondary question, what was 
the exact material employed, let me here observe that of 
brass those agfcs knew nothing, and that bronze, particularly 
in that stage of material development, was wholly unsuited 
for sheeting. But, as to the structural point, we have her# 
a remarkable point of contact with 4 the Homeric text. 
For in the palace of Alkinoos, king of, the Phaiakes, 0 
splendour as of sun or moon dazzled the e||f‘ ? for the walls 
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were of ckalk&s (Od. VII. 86, cited p. 44), which I hope 
I may now boldly translate copper : a metal unlike bronze 
(a) in being readily malleable, (b) in being throughout the 
Poems most usually lustrous, a character which I do not sup- 
pose we should assign to bronze. On^' other hand, -the 
comparative softness of copper was not well suited for the 
nails, so bronze might very well be employed. Nor does 
this conjunction of the two metals, pure and mixed, in 
the same work, carry us away from the text of/IIomer : 
for his wall-sheets of copper in Scherie were crowned with 
a cornice of his dark kuanos , which I take to be bronze. 
This copper sheeting is a feature of the supreme Olym- 
pian Palace (//. I. 426, Od. VI II. 321), built by Ilephaistos 
of the skilful mind. I think I could show that it also 
adorned the palaces of .Menelaos and Odysseus, and could 
point out, moreover, why all this is in accordance with the 
distinctly foreign" and castfern character of the embellish- 
ment : but an exhi^tion of the evidence would lead me 
into too great length; and I note only for the present 
purpose the remarkable correspondence of the archaeology 
with the Poems. 

4. Passing from architectural to** movable objects, 1 
observe that Dr. Schliemann found both knives and keys 
of iron in Mycenae, but that from their form lie assigns 
them, to a later and strictly historic period. Old Mycenae, 
therefore, in accordance with Hissarlik, has afforded us, up 
to the present time, no remains of this metal. In the 
Poems it is freely mentioned, but as a rare and valuable 
substance, used where great hardness was required, and for 
objects comparatively small and portable ; except, indeed, 
in the case of the Gates of Tartaros (//. VIII. 15), where 
the Poet could dispose of as much material as lie pleased. 
The aggregate quantity, then, was small ; and the instru- 
ments were likely to be carried away on the abandonment 
or destructibullof a city. Its absence may therefore be 
accounted {’or, in part by its value, but also, and more 
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especially, because it so readily corrodes.* Therefore, 
although we cannot here establish a positive correspond- 
ence, neither have we any occasion to admit a discrepancy. 

5. Neither need we, I think, suppose any variance 
between the charifi^pas our author found it on the second 
tombstone of the Acropolis (p. 84), and the Homeric 
picture. True, lie finds a wheel of four spokes, and the 
Olympian car of Hem had eight (//. V. 723) ; but this 
diversity\of structure is probably introduced, like the 
diversity of material, by way of divine distinction, and to 
show the superior elaboration and strength of the vehicle/}* 

6. We have at Mycenae the Agora , or place , : of 

Assembly, in full agreement with the Poems on the two 
points, first of its circular form (pp. 338, 339), and 
secondly of the smoothed horizontal slabs, bounding the 
circle, on which the Elders Sate. I do not dilate upon, 
these, as they are fully noticed* in the text: but I shall 
return to the subject, in connection -jyitli the situation 
chosen for the tombs, and the inferences which are to ‘be 
drawn from this important circumstance. & 

I will now hazard, before proceeding further with my 
list, one or two general remarks on the works of art and 
ornament, referring again to the reports of Mr. Newton 
and Mr. Gardner, as the most trustworthy comment on 
the text of our author concerning them. 

First, I have to offer some reflections on the general 


* In the remarkable Museum of the Royal Academy of Ireland are 
two swords referred to the Danish period, which were taken out of a 
lied of mud. After a repose of perhaps a thousand years,, they do not 
exhibit corrosion to the common eye. But the case is considered 
exceptional, so far as the metal is concerned ; and Ireland exhibits, in 
bogs and elsewhere, remarkable instances of antiseptic power. 

tl do not. think it proved that, as Schliemann seems to. convey 
(p. 84), the chariol-boxjwas removed and fastened on eaclv occasion ofv 
using it. The passages in //. XXIV. 190 and 267 re^.to the p dir bis 
of the waggon. In Oil. XV. 13 r, it is simply mention®! as a portion of 
the carriage, with no reference to*detaching it. : ; 
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character of The discoveries, and on its relation to the 
state of Art exhibited in the Poem's. It sulfas reasonable 
to believe, especially after what has been shown by 
Mr. Gardner respecting the four tombstones, that they 
constituted the contemporary seal of $#great deposit. It 
results, I think, from the evidence before us that it is 
impossible to reduce to one school or style or stage of 
art the whole of the objects exhumed. But on this I 
would observe first that, although they were/ simulta- 
neously deposited in honour of the dead, they might 
have been the productions of more than one generation : 
secondly, that not only are we not required, but, in so 
far as we draw light from the Homeric Poems, we are 
hardly permitted, to refer them collectively to, a domestic 
origin. 

I gather from Mr. Gardners report that the Art 
exhibited on the Potter^ is more uniformly backward, 
than that exhibited by the- works of metal. But this 
pottery, which was, whether wheel-made or hand-made, of 
an early stage in the manufacture, was far more likely to be 
domestic ; while the works in the precious metals might be 
imported. Or they might be the productions of foreign 
artists, attracted to the Court of Agamemnon ; in the 
same manner as we find that Daidalos, whose name, how- 
ever mythical, represents a foreign influence, executed 
in Crete, for Ariadne, the representation of a dance in 
metal. Let us examine this subject a little further. 

The discovery, or the inspection, of the works must 
without doubt in the first instance suggest a reference of 
them to a local school of goldsmiths. But, considering 
the. numerous points of contact between the discoveries 
and the Homeric Poems, it is important to know whether, 
and h<*»v far, they really favour such a supposition. This 
' is not the place for an examination in detail of all the 
works of AflVjmentioned by Ilomer. I believe .there is 
no one of them, of which the sparely Greek origin can be 
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established by proof from the text, while the manufacture 
abroad and Jffl importation are frequently mentioned. At 
the same time, there are some considerations which tend to 
show that, if there were local workmen in Greece capable 
of producing objects such as those now exhumed, it is at 
Mycenae that we should expect to find them. First, on 
account of the wealth of the city, and of its position as 
the capital of the country. Secondly, on account of the 
wealth %{ Agamemnon personally, and his acquisitiveness 
if not his avarice, which made him eager to spoil those 
whom his spear had slain, and which is the subject of 
varied allusions in the Iliad. It must be remembered that 
in those days works of art were not merely ornamental, 
but were a favourite form, as their name (keinielia) shows, 
of stored wealth : and of these, even in Troas, Aga- 
memnon possessed many (//. IX. 330). # Thirdly, an indi- 
cation, perhaps more significant, may be drawn from the 
remarkable passage in the Eleventh, Book (15-46), which 
describes the arming of Agamemnon for the field. The 
first portion of the armour, that attracts observation, is 
an elaborately wrought breast-plate, which had come from 
Cyprus, a seat of Bfeoenician settlement. We next come 
to the sword, which I shall presently describe. This is 
followed by the shield, adorned with many bosses of 
metal, but also carrying a representation of the. Gorgon, 
and of the heads or figures of Fear and Panic. This shield 
must be considered as a true work of art ; and the same 
may be said of its band or strap, which carried the figure of 
a three-headed snake. There is nothing said to connect 
these works' with foreign manufacture. The family of 
Agamemnon was, indeed, of a foreign origin comparatively 
recent ; but it may remain an open question, whether tlfcse 
arms are presumptively referable, or not, to a domestic;, 
manufacture. -,i ai ' 

The deposits appear, again, to differ extretilely in point of 
merit. 3 i?tset aside the objects directly symbolical|p£cause.. 
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where religion, or idolatry, is in question^ excellence in 
workmanship becomes secondary, or evert” diseases to be 
desired. Among the other objects, I gather that none 
exhibit a very high order of technical qualities. But, it 
we may rely upon photographic representation, they surely 
exhibit lively and forcible movement, as well as many 
of the elements of nobleness, beauty, and fertility of 
invention; particularly in ornamentation, as distinguished 
from the representation of life, either animal or vegetable. 
Some of this diversity may be due to difference of date ; 
some, perhaps much, to the superiority of the immigrant 
hand, or of imported works. That there were foreigners 
resident in Greece at the time of the Troica , we have every 
reason to infer from one conspicuous case, that of Eche- 
polos, a son of Anchises, who was allowed to present the 
mare Aithe to Agamemnon, as th$ price of his exemption 
(It. XXIII. 296) from service against Troy. If there be 
anywhere in the Poems an account of a work of art produced; 
in Greece or by a Greek, it is the bedstead of Odysseus,* 
wrought by himself {Oil XXIII. 190 -201); and to him, 
after a good deal of consideration, I am inclined to ascribe 
a close connection with the immigrarttfor Phoenician stock ; 
though this representation might also be due to his un- 
equalled versatility and universality of accomplish m ^ t. 
There wgs indeed a Chrusochoos or gold-plater at the Court 
of Nestof ( Od. III. 425) ; but the very same man goes by 
the name of Chalkem or coppeftmith (Ibid. I'll. 432). And it 
would even seem that working in metals cannot have been 
a principal or prominent employment in an Achaian com- 
.munity, for no such person is named in the remarkable 

* Ikmalios is mentioned hi Od. XIX. 57 as the maker of a chair 
|ulaid with ivory and silver. 1 cannot doubt that this was foreign, since 
it is marked as the work of a former age : yv wore T€ ktu>v yroCri<r ’ItytaAios, 
" which erewhile Ikmalion with cunning hand had made’" (|Jpjgale). 

* Erewhil^wijl not be found in Todd or Latham : but it ; ^^ 5 hake- 
spear„e, ai#The Dictionary of Worcester and Webster contains^fc , * 
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passage of the ^Odyssey (XVII. 384) which supplies 
a sort of lisgilk] where the wood-worker, or carpenter, 
appears. 1- 

The list of these objects, and of their ornaments, is on t he 
whole richer and more diversified than the Poems, with the 
exception of the famous Shield of Achilles, would have led us 
to expect. Possibly a knowledge of the Mycenean treasures 
may have prompted or aided a vigorous imagination, in that 
wonderful anticipation of excellences which had not been 
realized in practice. The most remarkable feature, 1 think, 
of all .Homer’s delineations of art is the force and reality 
with which he confers animation on things inanimate. And 
perhaps the eye may be struck, in examining Schliemann’s 
illustrations, with the vigour of life and motion which asserts 
itself in many of the Mycenean works, where the delineation 
.is technically most imperfect. But we cannot compare the 
text with these remains alone; vfe are bound also to avail 
ourselves of such light as can be had from Hissarlik, what- 
ever its effect upon our prepossessions or our arguments. 
Now 1 , for one, am struck with the wealth of Mycenae, and 
the comparative poverty of what is probably Troy. I do not 
mean merely as to th$. small number of valuable remains, 
for this may be due to chance ; though, indeed, Fortune, for 
once renouncing her caprice, seems in both cases to have 
obl^d the dictates of archaeological justice, and to have 
treated Dr. and Mrs. Schlicmann as her favourite Children. 
But I mean that there is far less of luxe in the ornamenta- 

* 4 . 4 "M ' .. 

tion of the works at Hissarlik ; I might, perhaps, say no 
representation at all of life, except in the rudest and most 
barbarous form. There seem to be very good fofms in the 
■jgmd and silver objects of Hissarlik, but always associated' 
wifi plain work ; no animal or even vegetable representation 
calling tor notice from the present point of view, none of 
the repoussS work,- . nothing resembling the (apparently) 
bcauti f u^ vcylinder (p. 287), or the elaborate rings photo- 
g ra ph^k^iilljts volume. How are we to accouiftSh'this ? 
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And does an argument hence arise, that theH^arlik remills 
belong to a period different from, and -lltl^rior to, tha| 
which produced the works at Mycen;c ? That- the adprsfe 
case may be made as strong as possible, let it be horde in 
mind that while Homer indicates Orchomenos, and above 
. all Egyptian Thebes, as the wealthiest cities of his little 
world, he seems designedly to assign the very same stagevof 
opulence to Troy, which he gives to Mycenae-; fair he 
describes by one and the same epithet, poluchrufosffo htch 
means gold-abounding, these two cities and thej£e*|&o 
alone. Troy has it in II. XVIII. 389. For Mycenaj if^as 
almost a formula ; see II. VII. 180, XL 46 ; Od. III.:^|_.. r , 

We have navy before us, as is not improI?s^|^«^| 
choicest samples of what the two cities had to boast of; 
and the question is, can wc account for the difference-ih 
opulence, and stage of art, between them ? I conceive that 
we can, at least in a considerable degree ; but it is only b§ 
that acknowledgment, which some are still indisposed To 
make, of the broad vein of historic reality, that "runs 
through the delineations of the Iliad and Odyssey. 

Three passages of the Iliad , in particular, convey to us 
that the city of Troy was sufifering*great impoverishment 
by the War. Indeed, if there be a grain of fact in the tale, 
it could not be otherwise. For the. means of resisting the 
truly national attack of the Achaians, she was depei®ijhf 
neither on a good cause, nor on a soldiery commensurate 
with theirs. She .pad to see^trength from without ; first 
from the grudging support of Dardania, secondly from the 
neighbouring tribes both of Europe and of Asia. It might 
even be inferred from the text that nine-tenths of ^ 
lighting power {II. II. 133-33) were other than stri$K| 
domestic. But .this support from without could dhly 
, be got by paying for it. Accordingly Hector, in the 
' Seventeenth Book speaks with the ’authority (320-33) of 
a general addressing allies, whb are duly compettpjpqd for 
their SSivices. So also we know that the grea|!s 0 iaJjuptUo 
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apPhis Ketei5kns,*or Hittites {Oil. XI. 5 20), fall in numbers 
,pn the p]ajjj|R/^>f Troy, “ serving for gifts.” “ I wear out 
fh% Trojans',” says Hector, “ with presents and with 
victualling tor you,” Again in the Twenty- fourth Book, 
Achilles, compassionately addressing Priam, says, “ We 
hear that you once were prosperous?. and exceeded in 
w§^th, as well as in the number of your sons, all the 
neighbouring countries” (543-6). The inference is 
obvibtis j* that at the time, though the city had not been 
captured, it was becoming comparatively poor. But 
the most express testimony is that of II. XVIII. 288-92, 
Hector stimulates his countrymen to sally out, 
d 5 .y ; jt(|^nding them that they are already well-nigh ruined. 
Ohe«^he says, all men were wont to celebrate the wealth 
0/ Trov ; “but now the fine valuables have utterly dis- 
appeared from our mansions.” 

VVV Sk St) €^a7ToA.OjXc So/AOJV K€ljJLt')\ia KClXd ' 


'And, under the wrath of Zeus, multitudes of their possessions 
had been sent in exchange to Phrygia and Maeonia ; in 
exchange, that is, as I presume, for necessaries. But the 
great Mycenfean deposit, if Schlicmann be right in his view, 
was made before the time of any sack or depopulation 
of the city. Upon such an issue of life and death, as that 
offered to the Trojans, the best objects wotdd naturally be 
parted with, as the most effective for their purpose (see 
II. XXIV. 234-7); and accordingly, if we are comparing 
Troy and Mycenae at all, we are comparing Troy in its 
exhaustion with Mycenae in its prosperity* 

We have among the remains in the precious metals 
$P>m Hissarlik, I believe, no representation of an animal 
either chased or in the round. But tljp Poems give '»s 
several examples of such works in the possession of Greeks ; 

v\ . . . . . .. , ; • 


— Synchronism,* pp. 17 1 scq. I do not 

the curi^lililestidh what is the precise meaning of ypvcua 
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though commonly under presumptions of foreign prdtfbfc 
tion, as it would not be difficult to show. 

•*. it is true, indeed, that Troy, in immediate contact \yitli 
the large fertile districts of Asia Minor, had means of 
material growth by land-trade, which Greece, split by 
her mountain chains into comparatively narrow tracts of 
cultivable soil, did not possess. But it seems likely tjiat 
even in those day% the maritime commerce, stimulated, by 
Phoenician ships and settlements, may have compensated, 
or more than compensated, for this disadvantage. Of the 
trade, in metals and in corn, carried on by their race, 
we have, distinct information in the Poems (Od. I. i 83-4^ 
XIV. 333—5). They had, in all likelihood, already beeft 
followed by the Greeks. The voyage of the ship Argo 
seems to have been of a mixed character. The ships gf 
the armament against Troy could hardly have been supplied » 
by a people, who had ndt made a substantial beginning - 
in maritime trade. The navigation of the coasts, withdffit, 
reference to purposes of war, is evidently a familiar idekril§* : 
the Odyssey. But, in the Iliad, the construction of the 
ships of Paris is noted as the remarkable work of a remark- 
able man (//. V. 59-64) : nor do yp, except in this one 
■i$“Omcncd case, ever hear of Trojan navigation. 

Once more. We are given to understand # that signs 
of the art of writing have been discovered at Hissarlik ; 
whereas the new volume supplies us with nothing of the 
kind for Mycen*. But nothing, 1 apprehend, can be 
affirmed of its existence either in Greece or Troas during 
the Homeric age, except as the secret of a few; in Greece 
it^was manifestly exotic, and perhaps it may have beg$, 
ftte sa*ne in Troas. As long as the evidence remains i|fc: 
this state, we cannot infer from it with confidence a Wj r 
important proposition as to comparative advancement 

I now resume the list of points of contact between tile 

‘ Troy and its Remains/ pp. 369, 37 r. 
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Myccnean discoveries and the Poems, by noticing sueh of 
them as are ffeund in movables. *’ 

i. As the first of these I take the free use of copper 
for large utensils (pp. 274-277). We have also the analysis, 
supplied by Dr. Percy, of a sword and a vase-handle of 
bronze (pp. 372-5). In my judgment, we have no sign 
whatever from the Poems of the fusion of metals together 
as a domestic practice; while we have abundant proof of 
the importation and foreign production of works of art 
and implements in bronze. This vase, then, may probably 
have been foreign. The same is likely with respect to the 
swprd. We know that swords were exported and imported' 
between different countries. Thrace was a seat of manu- 
facture both for fine works of art (//. XXIV. 234) and 
for weapons (//. XXIII. 808) : and we find a sword, 
“beautiful and long,” fropi Thrace, in t^e possession of 
the Trojan Prince Helenos (//. XIII. 577). Moreover, 
popper w'as an abundant metal, tin a rare one. Bronze 
weapons, therefore, must have been expensive. And the 
swords of bronze found in the tombs, in conjunction with 
all other costly objects, are just where we should have 
expected them. Evftt so at Hissarlik, two battle-|xes 
found in the Treasure, and presumably belonging therefd# 
to distinguished persons, were of bronze.* But axes made 
of pure copper may be seen in the Museum of the Irish 
Academy ; and the great layer of copper-scoriae at Iiis- 
sarlik, without any tin, seems effectually to show that copper 
was the staple metal of the heroic period. It may be that 
our archaeologists will have to insert a copper age in their 
lists, between their age of stone and their age of bronze. 
It weapons of copper were to be discovered in the tombs at 
Mycenae, no circumstance could more enhance the proofs 
afforded by the Poems of the general use of copper ; 

its ^Remains,* p. 361. One of these had about 
|four per q^prbf tin. Could this Have hgeii a native admixturJw 

, V- . ^ b 
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because the weapons in the tombs are weapons of the 
persons most likely to lie able to cqmmand the use of 
bronze. I hope that the analysis, already begun, will be 
applied to a much larger number of objects. In the mean- 
time, as to large utensils, I find the discoveries already' in 
close correspondence with the Poems. 

2. The most remarkable, perhaps, in themselves, of all 
the objects discovered at Hissarlik, were the two elaborate 
head-dresses of gold, which for the first time enabled us to 
construe, with reasonable confidence, the entire passage in 
the Iliad (XXII. 468-72), which describes the head-dress 
Cast away by Andromache in the agony of her grief. The 
print will not have been forgotten, which exhibits the plckt'e 
anadesme* It was a series of gold plaits, hanging down, 

over the forehead and the ears, from the broad band 

£ 

(1 amprix ) which .ran round the head, and which constituted 
as it were the base of the ornament. With these objects, 
and with the Poems, Schliemann associates, incontestably as 
it •would appear, the ornament No. 357 (p. 248) ; a band or 
frontlet adorned “ with rosettes and crosses. It has two 
perforations in the rim, a little way from either end, from 
one of which is still hanging the fragment of a very fine 
Chain.” The only variation in%he fashion of the thing 
seems to be, that the plaits have not been continued over 
the forehead. 

3. Hissarlik did nothing for us towards explaining the 
kredemiion ; an article of head-dress worn by many or 
some women of the heroic age, who could not add to it 
the splendid decorations then reserved for princesses. But 
the definitions of this commodity are supplied for us by the 
Poems, piecemeal indeed, yet with adequate clearness. In 
the first place, it crowned the head like the battlements 
of a walled city; for the destruction of the walls of Troy is 
described as the ruin of its sacred kredemna (//. XVI. too). 

* ‘ Troy and its Remains,’ p. 335. 
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Ir was not, however, a metallic or solid object; for the 
deified Ino, to save Odysseus frotfi. the fury of the storm, 
throws to him her own kredemnon and bids him bind it 
round his chest (Od. V. 34.6). It used to be made of 
delicate and glossy material ( Od. 1. 334), and was worthy 
even to be a marriage gift from Aphrodite to the bride of 
Hector (II. XXII. 470). But finally, it had a long wing, 
tail, or lappet (I am not skilled or confident in this voca- 
bulary), descending from behind, perhaps more than one. 
This is shown indirectly, but I think conclusively, by the 
information given us in Od. VI. 100, that the handmaidens 
of Nausicaa, when about to play at ball, first put away their 
icredemna , evidently lest the free movement of their arms 
should be embarrassed by the long lappets. Again, it is 
evident that Penelope, when she used her krcdmma to 
cover her face, brought the lappets* round and employed 
them as a veil ; on any otfier grdund the use of the plural 
can hardly be explained ( Od. I. 334). And now this part 
of the prehistoric lady’s toilette is as complete as I can 
make it from the Poems. 

I turn, then, to Dr. Schliemann’s volume, and call 
attention to the siglget ring at p. 354, which, though 
apparently not of a high^order in art, combines so many 
objects of interest. On the extreme left of the picture 
stands a child, or small woman, who is picking fruit from 
a tree. Behind her head appear to descend long tresses of 
hair. What if these should prove on further examination 
to be lappets from a head-dress which the head seems to 
carry r Passing to the right of the tree, first comes a tall 
seated woman in a turban, which carries in front, says pur 
author, a diadem and behind a “tress of hair” from the 
point into which the turban runs. I cannot but suppose 
this “tress” to be a lappet of the kredemnon. She otters 
poppies to another tall woman, again dressed ill a turban 
running out into a point (p. 356), “from which a long 
ornament«$|angs down on the back a third timef in all 
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likelihood, the lappet of th & kredemnon, JBelow her out- 
stretched right arm we Ifkve another small figure, probably 
of a child, again in a turban, and with “a long tress of 
hair, or some ornament, hanging down its back:” yet once 
more, I conjecture, the lappet indicated by Homer. There 
is also a fifth : we have still the figure to the right of the 
picture (p. 357) ; and she, too, wears a turban terminating 
in a point “ from which a long band-like ornament hangs 
down on her back.” Now let us go aloft ; andhve find a 
small figure, towards the right of the picture. This figure 
(p. 357) is described by Schliemann as female, from his 
observing breasts upon it: and again, “from the back 
project the long bands.” Thus, in all the six cases, We 
appear to have the same remarkable form described for 
the main article of female head-dress, which is also given 
us by Homer. 

It may, however, be said that the female figures on 
this ring are foreign, rather than Hellenic, in their 
character and habiliments. But it happens that the 
evidence of the Poems more copiously establishes the use 
of the kredemnon among foreigners, than in Greece. We 
hei^ indeed of the kredemna , of #enelope ; and Hera, 
whfeh about to inveigle Zeus, ^jjbumes the kredemnon 
(//. XIV. 184). But it is worn, as we have seen, by 
Andromache in Troy ; by Ino, a deity of Phoenician 
extraction ; and by the maidens attendant on Nausicaa in 
ScheriC. 

4. In the upper region, or what we might call the sky 
of the picture, are presented to us, apparently in very 
rough outline, the sun and a thinly horned moon.* Below 

* I wish here to call attention to the fact that, as always (I believe) 
in the Egyptian and Assyrian monuments, the moon is on this ring also 
distinguished front the sun, not by its size, but by its being a crescent 
moon. In truth, the distinction of size, to the common eye, is variable ; 
and is sometimes against the sun. Two full-formed globes of equal 
diameter would have presented a picture alike defective composition 
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them is. an uneycn band, farming rudely an arc of a circle. 
This, I am Jed to Suppose, is an indication. of mother-earth, 
with its uneven surface of land and its rippling sea, in 
the proper place, beneath the sun and moon. If this be 
so, it greatly confirms the conjecture of Mr. Newton rev 
specting the six objects on the rim of the picture to the 
right. He asks whether these can be the teirea {II. 
XVIII. 485), the stars of heaven, which are described by 
Homer placed upon the Shield of Achilles, together 
wit If the sun, moon, sky, earth, and sea. Schliemann 
assigns to this seslcllo heads anti eyes : Mr. Newton says 
they are thought to be heads of lions. That they should 
be things animate is not, I imagine, in confiict with, the 
conjecture that they may be stars. The spirit of 
Hellenism transmuted the older Nature-worship loy imper- 
sonations, of which we have an Homeric example in the 
astral Orion {II. XVIII? 486 , * Od. XI? 57a). Should 
these conjectures be confirmed, the matter will be of 
peculiar interest: for we shall then have before us, in 
actual collocation, the very objects, which people the first 
com partment of the god-wrought Shield of Achilles : the 
earth (of land and §§a), sun, moon, and all the stars of 
heaven. The onranosfcv heaven itself, which the Poet 
also includes, is here in all likelihood represented by the 
curvature of the picture. 

5. The goblet (No. 346 of the volume) has on eacliof 
its two handles, we are told, the carved figure of a dove in 
gold. Schliemann observes on the correspondence with the 
goblet of Nestor {II. XL 632-635). We are not, indeed, 


and in meaning : and ancient art, not content with this, seized, more 
poetically as 1 think, upon the distinction of character in the two bodies 
respectively. Homer, as I contend, has exactly followed this form of 
representation in his o-thrjnjv re ■n-'krfiovvnv : and I venture to hope that 
the sense of growing, filling, waxing, or crescent moon will now be 
allowed to prevail over the more customary rendering of 'full’ moon 
(M XVII:L%8 4 ). - ' • -.-v.-ov " 
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told that this was of gold ; probably a different material is 
to be supposed, from the mention of golcf as the material of 
these parts or*" appendages. But it had four handles, and 
on each handle were two doves. We are also *told that he 
did not get it in Troy, which may remind us of the argu- 
ment already presented. He had brought it from home. It 
was probably a foreign work ; for the Phoenician associa- 
tions of Nestor are attested by his descent from Poseidon 
( Od . XI. 254). This is fairly to be noted for a# instance 
of equable development in art, as between the discoveries 
and the Poems. A 

6. We frequently hear in the Poems of the golden 
studs or buttons which were used as ornamental adjuncts. 
In many passages we have the silver-studded sword, xiphos 
(or phasganon) arguro'ilon {II. II. 45, III. 334 et all). This, 
I say, is common. We have also studs, or bosses, of gold 
upon the staff' or s'ceptre of Achilles {II. I. 246), upon the cup 
of Nestor {II. XI. 632-635) : and upon a sword, only once 
it is true, but then that sword is the sword of Agamemnon, 
king of gold-abounding Mycenae {II. XI. 29). On this 
sword, says the Poet, there were gilt, or golden, bosses ; and 
the expression he uses about them {p&mphainon) is worthy 
of note. It is not easy to represent by any one English 
word. It means not merely shining brightly, but shining 
all over ; that is to say, apparently, all over the sheath to 
which they were attached, so as to make it seem a shining 
mass. Is not this precisely what must have been the effect 
of the line of bosses found lying by the sword in p. 303, 
which lie closely together, arc broader than the blade, 
and probably covered the whole available space%long the 
sheath of wood, now mouldered away ? And is it not now 
startling, to descend into the tombs with Dr. Schliemann, 
and to find there, lying silently in rows, these gold studs or 
bosses, when the wooden sheaths they were attached to have 
for the most part mouldered away, but by the very sides 
of the very swords which they adorned like binding on a 
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book, and of the slight remains of warriors by whom, there 
need be little doubt, those swords were wielded? 

j*. 

li Expende Annibalem ; quot libras in duce suramo 
InVenies ?” * 

They also appear on the sword-handle knobs. The he! os 
of Homer is commonly rendered a ‘nail’ or ‘stud,’ which 
has a head of small size ; but the word probably in- 
cludes the larger buttons or bosses, which lie in lines 
along Son^e of the swords. (See on this point pp. 28 s, 2; 
0oj, 5, 6.) 

! I will not attempt to pursue further an enumeration 
which, growing more and more minute, would be wearisome. 
If porcelain and glass have been found, I should at once 
assign them to foreign importation. The art of casting 
and tooling in the precious metals, of which the examples 
•would appear, both from our author and fr$>m Mr. Newton, 
to be few, are probably to be referred to a like source. 
The hammer and the pincers are the only instruments 
for metallic manipulation, of which Homer appears to be 
aware (//. XVIII. 477, Od. III. 434-5). As regards the 
pottery mentioned by our author, if some of the goblets 
were of light green ((?. 285), we* have a colour developed 
in their manufacture of* 6 which Homer had certainly no 
distinct conception, though it may still be true that, as in 
nature, so in human art, objects bearing that colour m^ 
have met his eye. Of the scales in the third sepulchre there 
seems no reason to doubt that we may find the interpretatiorf, 
by referring them to the Egyptian scheme of doctrine with 
regard to a future life (pp. 197, 8). In the Books of the 
Dead, we nkve an elaborate representation of the judgment- 
hall, to which the departed soul is summoned. Here the 
scales form a very prominent object ;f and it seems very' 
possible that the Poet, who was Greek and not Egyptian in 

Juvenal, Sat. X, 147. 

+ See, c.g., the print in Manning’s ‘ Land of the Pharaohs,’ p. 129. 
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his ideas of the future* state, may have borrowed and trans- 
posed, from this quarter, the image of tire balances displayed 
on high, which he employs with such tine effect in some 
critical passages of the Iliad. As regards the Itnblem of the 
double-headed or full-formed axe, I venture to dispense with 
the cautious reserve of Schliemann. As the usual form of 
a weapon familiar to the age, it seems to require no special 
explanation (p. 252). But where we find it conjoined with 
the ox-head (p. 218), or on the great signet rirfg in con- 
junction with a figure evidently representing Deity, I cam 
not hesitate to regard it as a sacrificial symbol. We h.i$j 
only to remember the passage in the third Odyssey, where 
the apparatus of sacrifice is detailed, and Thrasumedes, who 
was to strike the blow, brought the axe (III. 442): — 


irtktKW /xo'CTTroAe/voq WfHHjvftrfiqs 
o£vv citin' tv X e ( )<rL mipurraT/), fSov v tiriKo^wv. 


The boar’s teeth (p. 273) supply a minor, perhaps, but 
a clear and significant point of correspondence to be added 
to our list (//. X. 2,63-26 4). Another is to be noticed in 
tire manner of attaching, by wire, lid# and covers. On 
these subjects, I refer to the text of Jfhe volume. 

By the foregoing detail I have sought to show, that there 
is no preliminary bar to our entertaining the capital question 
whether the tombs now unearthed, and the remains exposed 
to view, under masks for the faces, and plates of gold covering 
one or more of the trunks, are the tombs and remains of 
the great Agamemnon and his compeers, who have enjoyed, 
through the agency of Homer, such a protracted longevity 
of renown. For the general character of thej|Mycenean 
treasures, I take my stand provisionally on the declaration 
of Mr. Newton (supported by Mr. Gardner), that, in his 
judgment, they belong to the prehistoric or heroic age, the 
age antecedent to his Greco-Phoenician period ; and in im- 
portant outlines of detail I have endeavoured to show that 
t(iey have many points of contact with the Homeric Poems, 



and with the discoveries at ilissai^iit. But this Preface 
makes no pretension s^fiatever to exhibit a complete cata- 
logue of the subjects, or to supply for each of them its inter- 
pretation. .ifre encounter, indeed, a certain number of 
puzzling phenomena, such as the appearance of something 
like visors, for which I could desire some otjier explanation, 
but which Schlfemann cites as auxiliaries to the masks of 
the tombs, and even thinks to prove that such articles were 
used by t^ie living, as well as for the dead (p. 359). 

^Undoubtedly, in my view, these masks offer to us a great 
Ifegma, when we come to handle the question wlio were 
the occupants of the now opened sepulchres ? It may be, 
that as Mr. Newton says, we must in the main rest content 
with the “■reasonable presumption” that the four tombs 
contained Royal personages, and must leave in abeyance 
the further question, whether they are the tombs indicated 
to Pausanias by the local* tradition; at afly rate, until the 
ruins of Mycenae shall have been further explored, according 
to the intcntioB^pvhich the Government of Greece is said 
to have conceived. 

At the same ime this is a case where the question 
before us, if hazardous to prosecute, is not easy to let 
alone. 

It is obviously difficult to find any simple, clear, con- 
sistent interpretation of the extraordinary inhumation dis- 
closed to us by these researches. Such an interpretation 
may be found hereafter: it does not seem to be forth- 
coming at the present moment. But the way towards it 
can only be opened up by a painstaking exhibition of the 
facts, an # b y' instituting a cautious comparison between 
them and any indications, drawn from other times or 
places, which may appear to throw, light upon them. For 
my own part, having approached the question . with no 
predisposition to believe, f need not scruple to. say I am 
brought or driven by the evidence to certain conclusions ; 
and also led on to certain conjectures suggested by those 
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conclusions. The fir^? conclusion is that we cannot refer 
the five entombments in the Ago&a at Mycenae to any 
period within the historic age. ^ The seconds that they 
are entombments of great, and almost certainly in part of 
royal, personals. The third, that they bear indisputable 
marks of having been effected, not normally throughout, 
but in connection with circumstances. Which impressed 
upon them an irregular and unusual character. „The con- 
jecture is, that these may very well be the gombs of 
Agamemnon and his company. It is supported in part by 
a number of presumptions, but in great part also by the* 
difficulty, not to say the impossibility, of offering any other 
suggestion which could be deemed so much as colourable. 

The principal facts which we have to notice appear to 
be as follows : — 

1. The situation chosen for the interments. 

2. The numbers of persons simultaneously interred. 

3. The dimensions and character of the graves. 

4. The partial application of fire to thl§|-emains. 

5. The use of masks, and likewise of metallic plates, to 

adorn or shelter them, or both. v 

6. The copious deposit both of, characteristic and of 
valuable objects in conjunction with the bodies. 

1. Upon tire situation chosen for the interments, Dr. 
Schliemann opines that they were not originally within 
the Agora, but that it was subsequently constructed around 
the tombs (p. 340). His reasons are that the supporting 
wall, on which rest, in double line, the upright slabs, 
formerly, and in six cases still, covered by horizontal slabs 
as seats for the elders, is careless in execution, .ag|d inferior 
to the circuit wall of the Acropolis. But, if it was built 
as a mere stay, was there any reason" 8 for spending labour 
to raise it to the point of strength necessary for a work 
of military defence? Further, he finds between the lines of 
slabs, where they are uncovered, broken pottery of the pre- 
historic period, more recent than that of the tombs. But 
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such pottery would never have be^| placed there at the 
time of the construct*#-; • with other rubbish, it would only 
have w?kkef$j&d anti not Strengthened the fabric of the 
inclosure. Ivor can we readily see how it could have come 
there, until the work Was dilapidated by t^ disappearance 
of the upper slabs. If so, it would of course be later in 
date than the -slabs were. 

It appears to me that the argument of improbability 
tells powerfully against the- supposition that the Agora was 
constructed round the tombs, having previously been else- 
where. The space within the Acropolis appears to be very 
limited : close round the inclosures are ‘ Cyclopean ’ houses 
and cisterns. When works of this kind are once con- 
structed, their removal would be a work of great difficulty : 
and this is a case, where the earliest builders were followed 
by men who aimed not^at greater, but at less, solidity. 
Besides which, the Agora was connected with the religion 
of the place, add was, as will be shown, in the immediate 
neighbourhoocpfil the palace. In addition to these material 
attractions, every kind of moral association would grow up 
around it. 

It can be clear ly.*sh own that the ancient Agora was 
hound down to its site by manifold tics, other than those 
of mere solidity in its construction. It stands in Mycenae, 
says our author (p. 341)? on the most imposing and most 
beautiful spot of the city, from whence the whole was over- 
looked. It was on these high places that the men of the* 
prehistoric ages erected the simple structures, in many cases 
perhaps uncovered, that, with the altars, served for the 
worship of the gods. In Scherie, it was built round the 
temple, |o- to call it, of Poseidon {&d. VI. 266). In the 
Greek camp before TYoy the Agora was in the centre of 
the line of ships {II. XI. 5-9, 806—8). There justice was 
administered, and there “ had been constructed altars of 
the gods.” Further, it is clear, from a number of passages 
in Homer, that the place of Assembly was always close to 
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the royal 'palace. InH^r Case of Troy wje are told- expressly 
that it was held by fhe doors of lUmn (Ik II. 78% VII. 
345,6). In Scherit}, the patac£“ of ArKittod&*vas%Iose to 
the grove of Athenft, {Od. VI, 291-3) ; and we can hardly 
doubt that t ^ jy grove’ \$|s in the immediate vicinity of 
the Posideion, #which was itself within the Agoj'a. • In 
Ithaca(fV. XXIV. 415 se <£</•), the people gathered before** 
the Palace of Odysseus, and then went in ^ iha^into the 
Agora. While it was thus materially associated » with 
tho$e points of the city which most possessed the character 
of fixtures, it is not too much to ’ say, considering the 
politics of early Greece,- that it must, in the natural course, 
have become a centre around which would cling the fondest 
moral and historical associationp>of the people. Into the 
minor question, whether the encircling slabs are the remains 
of an original portion of the work or not, 1 do not think 
it Jfeedful for me to enter; 1 ”' 

But, while 1 believe that the Agora is j^jhere it was, the 
honour paid to the dead by the presen $P$f their tombs 
within it is not affected by either alternative ; but only the 
time of paying it. If this be the old Agora, they were * 
honoured by being laid in it ; if ift-is of later date, they 
were honoured by its being removed in order to be built 
around them ; if at least this was done knowingly, and 

how could it be otherwise, when we observe that the five 

,.< 0 . ■ 7 

tombs occupy more than a moiety of the whole available 
space ? We know, from the evidence of the historic period, 
that to be buried in the Agora was a note of public honour; 
we cannot reasonably doubt, with the five graves before us, 
that it was such likewise in the prehistoric age. 

It was a note of-pubhe honour, then, if th(g|e bodies 
were originally buried in the Agora. If we adopt the less 
probable supposition that the Agora was afterwards con- 
structed around them by reason of their being there, the 
honour may seem even greater still. 

, *1. Next, the number of persons simultaneously interred, 
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when Paten in conjunction with the^ther features of the 
transaction, offers a ,, nivv problem ihr consideration. An 
afgiimet*# in ^ 337^10 show that the burials were simul- 
taneous,, -seeial quite conclusive. They embraced (ibid.) 
sixteen .seventeen pfrsons. ^mong the bodies one 
appears ttTbe maftfcitd out. by probable evidence as that of 
jthe leading tjpfrsbnage. Lying in the tomb marked as 
No. i, itjjjjfSi! -pvo companions.. Now Agamemnon had 
two marshals or heralds (II. I. 320), whose office partook 
of a sacred character. There might, therefore, be nothing 
strange in their being laid, if so it were, by their lord. The 
most marked of the bodies lay to the north of tire two 
others, allathree having the feet to the westward. It was 
distinguished by better preservation, which may, at least not 
improbably, have been -due to some preservative process at 
the time of interment. It carried, besides a golden mask 
(p. 296), a large golden breastplate (15! by qi in.), asal 
other leaves of gold at various points ; also a golden belt 
across the loms^jpft. long and 1* in. broad. By the side 
of the figure lay two swords, stated by Dr. Schliemann to 
be of bronze (p. 302) ; the ornamentation of one of them 
particularly in striking accordance with the description in 
the Iliad of the sword of Agamemnon (II. XI. 29-31). 
Within a foot of the body, to the right, lay eleven other 
swords (p. 304) ; but this is not a distinctive mark, as th§j 
body on the south side has fifteen, ten lying at the feet," 
and a great heap of swords were found at the west end, 
between this and the middle body. 

The entire number- of bodies in the five tombs (p. 337), 
which is stated at sixteen or seventeen, seems to have 
included three women and k two or three children. The 
local tradit’idh recorded by Pausanias {inf. p. 59) takes 
notice of a company of men with Agamemnon, and of 
Cassandra, with two children whom she was reported to 
have borne. This is only significant as testifying; to the 
ancient belief that children *were buried in the tombs : 
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for, Cassandra could& only be taken, captive at the time 
when- the city of Troy was sacked, and the assassination 
immediately followed the arrival in Greece. 8ut< it % 
likely enough that these children may have been the 
offspring of another concubine, who may have^ taken the 
place Briseis was meant to. fill.. This* is of course mere 
speculation ; but the meaning is that there is. nothing in 
these indications to impair the force of aa^^jgsumptions, 
which the discoveries may in other respects ' Legitimately 
raise. 

3. Like the site in the Agora, so the character of the 
tombstones, which is in strict correspondence with the 
style of many of the ornaments,* and the depth, 5S of the 
tombs, appear with one voice to signify honour to the 
dead. As I understand the' Plans, they show a maAjinim 
depth of 25 to 33 feet (see, e.g., pp. 155 and 213) oelow 
the surface, hollowed for the most part out of the solid 
rock. But then we are met with th<? somewhat staggering 
fact that the bodies of full-grown, and 'iflP^avently (p. 295) 
tall, men have been forced into a space of only five feet 
six inches in length, so as to require that sort of 
pression which amounts almost to qpiu tilation. 

We seem thus- to stand in the face of circumstances, that 
contradict one another. The place, the depth, the coverings 
of the tombs, appear to lead us in one direction ; the forcing 
and squeezing of the bodies in another. But further, and 
stranger still, there seems to have been no necessity for 
placing the bodies under this unbecoming, nay revolting, 
pressure. The original dimensions of the tomb (p. 294) 
were 21 ft. 6 in. by 1 1 ft. 6 in. These are reduced all round, 
first by an inner #all two feet thick, and secondly by a 
slanting projection one foot thick (at the bottom) to 5 ft. 
6 in. and 15 ft. 6 in. Why, then, were the bodies not laid 
along, instead of across, it ? Was not the act needless as 

* Mr. Percy Gardner, in the Academy, April 21, t 87 7. 
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well as barbarous ? And to what motive is a! piece of need- 
less barbarism, apparently so unequivocal, to be referred ? 
^• hardly dare, to mention, much less, so scanty is the evi- 
dence, to dwell upon, the fact that their bodies lie towards 
the west, -and that the Egyptian receptacle for the dead 
lay in tB% quarter.* The conflict of appearances, at 
which we have now arrived, appears to point to a double 
motive iu.^ie.; original entombment; or to an incom- 
plete nnd^ incoherent proceeding, which some attempt was 
subsequently made to correct; or to both. But let us 
pay a brief attention to the remaining particulars of the 
disclosures. 

4. We have next to observe (a) that fire was applied to 
these remains 3* (/;) that the application of it was only partial ; 
(<•) that the metallic deposits are said to jjjbow marks f of the 
acti^h of it (pp. 1 58, 165, 188, 198, 201, 208, 215, 218, 260, 
266, 321, 330) : so do the 'pebbles (p. 294^ We see, there- 
fore, that the deposition of the precious objects took place 
either at the Sf$ne moment with the fire, or, and more 
probably 1 suppose, before it had entirely burned out. 
$$|p:-The partial nature, of the burning requires a more 
detailed consideration.. In the Homeric burials, burning is 
universal. It must be regarded, according to the Poems, as 
the established Achaian custom of the day, wherever inhu- 
mation was normally conducted. And for burial there was 
a distinct reason, namely, that without it the Shade of the 
departed was not allowed to join the company of the other 
Shades, so that the unburied El pc nor is the first td meet 
Odysseus ( Od . XI. 51) on his entrance into, the Under- 
world ; and the shade of Patrocios entreats Achilles to 
bury hipx as rapidly as m|^ be, that may pass the gates 
•of .Aides (//. XXIII. 71). I think the proof of the unh 
fyyraal use of fire in regular burials at this period is con- 


* *■ Homeric Synchronism,’ p. 246. 

These marks, I now learn from Dr. S., are .universal, 
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elusive. Not only do we find it in the great burials ot the 
Seventh Bool (429-^32), and in the funerals of Pabroclos 
(XXIII. 177) and Hector (XXIV. 785-800), but «*^%ave 
it in the case of Elpenor (Od. XII. 1 1—13), ‘Whom at first 
his companions had left uninterred,.and tor whom therefore 
we must suppose they only did what was needful.tuMer esta- 
blished custom. Perhaps a yet clearer proof is- to be found 
in a simile. Achilles, we are- told, wept the funeral 

pile he hud erected was burning, all night long^the bones 
of Patroclos, “as a father weeps when he burns the bones 
of his youthful son” (XXIII. 2 2 a— 5). _ This testifies to a 
general practice. 

In the case of notable persons, the combustion wsas not 
complete. For not the ashes' only, but the bones, were 
carefully gathered. In the case of Patroclos, they arc- 
wrapped in fat, and put in an open cup or bowl ( phialc ) 
for temporary cfastody (XXIII. 2,39-44) until the funeral 
of Achilles, when with those of Achilles himself, similarly 
wrapped, and soaked in wine, they are deposited in a golden 
urn ( Od. XXIV. 73-7). In the case of Hector, the bones 
are in like manner gathered and Lagged in a golden bc/Hf 1 
which is then placed in a trench anchhuilt over with a mass 
of stones (//. XXIV. 793—8). Incomplete combustion, 
then, is common to the Homeric and the Mycenean 
instances. But in the case of the first tomb at Mycenae, 
not only was there no collection of the bones for deposit in 
an urn, but they had not been touched ; except in the 
instance of the middle body, where they had simply been 
disturbed, and the valuables perhaps removed, as hardly 
anything of the kind was found with it. In the case of the 
body on the north side, the flesh of the "face remained 
unconsumed. 

But though the use of fire was universal in honourable 
burial, burial itself was not allowed to all. Enemies, as a 
rule, were not buried. Hence the opening passage of the 
Iliad tells us that many heroes became a prey to dogs and 
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birds (//. I. 4). Such, says Priam, before the conflict with 
Hecto% he would make Achilles if he could (XXI 1 . 4a ) : 
and h$i»nticipates a like distressing fate (66 scqq.) for him- 
self. In the Odyssey, the bodies of the Suitors are left to 
be removed by their friends (XXII. 448; XXIV. 417). 
Achilles, indeed, buried Eetion, king of Asiatic Thebes, with 
his arms, in the regular manner. “ He did not simply spoil 
him, for he h&e^- scruple in his mind” {II. VI. 417) ; and 
no wonder 4 for Eetion, king of the Kilikes, was not an 
enemy: that people does not appear among the allies of 
Troy in the Catalogue. Thus there was some variance 
of use ; and there may ha.ye been cases of irregular inter- 
media^ treatment between%ie two extremes of honourable 
burial and casting out to the dogs. 

5. With regard to the use of masks of gold for the 
dead, I hope that the Mycenean discoveries will lead to a 
full collection of the evidence upon this r&re and curious 
practice. For the present, I limit myself to the following 
observations : 

(t.) If not less than seven of these golden masks 
have been discovetid at Mycenae by Die Schliemann, 
then the use of th^a, on the occasion of these entomb- 
ments, was not limited to royal persons, of whom it is 
impossible to make out so large a number. 

(a.) I am not aware of any proof at present before 
us that themse of such masks for the dead of any rank 
or class was a custom prevalent, or even known, in 
Greece. There is much information, from Hfomcr 
downwards, supplied to us by the literature of' that 
country concerning burials; and yet, in a course of 
mote than* 1200 years^fnere is not a single allusion to 
the custom of using masks for the dead. It seems to be 
agreed that the passage On masks in the works of fitieian, 
who is reckoned to have flourished in the second half 
of the second century, does not refer to the use of such 
masks. This might lead us to the conjecture that, 
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where the practice has appeared, it was a remainder 
of foreign usage, a survival from immigration. ^ 

(3.) Masks have been found in tombs, in 
Greece, but in t he Crimea, Campania, and Mesopo- 
tamia. Our latest information on the subject is, I 
believe, the account mentioned in Dr. SchJiemamfs 
last report from Athens (pp. xlvii, xlviii), of a gold 
mask found on the Phoenician cc ||t over against 
A rad us, which is of the size suited for an yifant only. 
It is to be remembered that heroic Greece is full of 
the marks of what I may term Phamicianism, most of 
winch passed into the usages of the country, and con- 
tributed to form the base of Hellenic life. Nor does 
it seem improbable, that this use of the metallic 
mask may have been a Phoenician adaptation from the 
Egyptian custom of printing the likeness of the dead 
on the mfcmmy case. Arid, again, we are to bear in 
mind that Mycenm had been the seat; of repeated 
foreign i m migrations. 

(4.) We have not to deal in this ease oit/y with 
masks, but with the case of a breastplate in gold, 
which, however, could not have been intended for use 
in war; together with other leaves or plates of gold, 
found on, or apparently intended for, other portions of 
the person. 

6. Lastly, wirh regard to the deposit of objects which,, 
besides being characteristic, have exchangeable value, the 
only "point on which I have here to remark is, their extra- 
ordinary amount. It is such, 1 conceive, as to give to 
these objects, and particularly to those of the First Tomb, 
an exceptional place among .the sepulchral deposits of 
antiquity. I understand that their weight is about one 
hundred pounds troy, or nearly that of five thousand 
British sovereigns. It is difficult to suppose that so* I&fge 
a deposit could have been usual, even with the remains 
of a King; and it is at this point; that I, for one, am 
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compelled to break finally and altogether with the sup- 
position, that: this great entombment, in the condition 
in w^lSfeh Dr. Schliemann found it, was simply an entomb- 
ment of Agamemnon and his suite effected by /Egisthus 
and Clytcmnesrra, their murderers. 

So far, with little argument, I have endeavoured fairly 
to set out the facts. Let me now endeavour to draw to a 
point the sevellft threads of the subject, in order to deal 
with the ipain question, namely, whether these half-wasted, 
half-burned remains are the ashes of Agamemnon and his 
company ? And truly this is a case, where it may be said 
to the inquirer, in figure as well as in fact, 

" incedis per u;nes 
Suppositos cineri dolosa" 

Let us place clearly before our eyes the account given 
by the Shade of Agamemnon, in the Eleventh Odyssey 
(405-434), of the manner of his death. No darker picture 
could be drawn. It combined every circumstance of 
cruelty with every circumstance of fraud. At the hospi- 
table board, amid the flowing wine-cups, he was slain like 
an ox at the stall, ancles comrades like so many hogs for 
a rich man’s banquet ; ' with deaths 41 ore piteous than he 
had ever known in single combats, or in the rush of armies. 
Most piteous of all was the death of Cassandra, whom the 
-cruel Clytemnestra despatched with her own hand while 
'clinging to Agamemnon; nor did she vouchsafe to her 
husband the last office of mercy and compassion, by 
closing llis mouth and eyes in death. Singularly enough, 
Dr. Schliemann assures me that the right eye, which along, 
could be seen with tolerable clearness, was not entirely 
shut (see the engraving at p. 297) ; while the teeth of the 
tuppgr# jawbone (see the same engraving) did not quite 
join- those of the ld^er. This c&tdition, he thinks, may 


Her. OJ. II. r. 8. 
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be duo to the superincumbent: weight. But if the weight 
had opened the jaw, would not the opening, in all li*li~ 
hood, have been much wider? % ?$$§* 

Now, as we are told that yEgisthus reigned until 
Orestes reached his manhood, we must assume that the 
massacre was in all respects triumphant. Yet there could 
hardly fail to be a patty among the people favourable to 
the returning King, who had covered hts country with 
unequalled glory. There might thus be found r in the cir- 
cumstances a certain dualism, a ground for compromise, 
such as may go far to account for the discrepancies of in- 
tention, which we seem to find in the entombments. There 
was this division of sentiment among the people, in the 
only case where we know the return of the prince from 
Troy to have been accompanied with a crisis or conflict, 1 
mean the case or Ithaca. 

The assassins proceeded in such a wav, that t lie only 
consistent accomplishment of their design would have been 
found in casting forth the bodies of the slain like the 
bodies of enemies. But this may have been forbidden by 
policy. Jn the Julius Caesar of Shakespeare, Brutus says 

(Hl.V)-i 

fi We arc contented C;vs;»r shall 
Have all due riles and lawful ceremonies. 

1 1 si '.a II advantage more than do us wron^e’ 


/Egisthus was not Brutus. Even fury was apparent in 
the incidents of the slaughter. Yet there might be a desire 
to keep up appearances afterwards, and to allow some sem~ 
blancc of an honourable burial. There is one- special 
circumstance that favours the idea of a double process, 
namely, that we readily find the agents fur both parts of it; 
the murderers for the first, with necessity and policy cons- 


trolling hatred ; Orestes, on his return, for the seeon#:tt$§& 
the double motive of piety and re verier. x * '»*f 

Wc are now on the road not of history, but: of reiso$r| 
able conjecture. I try to account for a 


J, wilier 
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adding to all reasonable presumption is of the heroic 
a|P| and of royal and famous personages, but which 
pres$$ifs conflicting features of honour and of shame. That 
t here is no competing hypothesis, is not a good reason for 
precipitate assent to the hypothesis which we may term 
Agamemnonian. Conjecture, to be admissible, ought to 
be consistent with itself, to meet the main demands of the 
known facts, and to present no trait at actual variance with 
any of thepn. In this view, I present the hypothesis of a 
double procedure, and a double agency: and I submit, that 
there is nothing irrational in the following chain of suppo- 
sitions for the First Tomb, whale the others are probably in- 
cluded in the same argument. That the usurping assassins, 
from policy, granted the honour of burial in th q Slgora ; 
hewed the sepulchre deep and large in the rock: and built 
the encircling wall within it. That honour stopped with 
the preparation of the tomb, and the rest, less visible to the 
public eye, was left to spire or haste. That the bodies were 
consequently placed in the seemingly strange and indecent 
fashion, which the tomb has disclosed. That, from their 
being protected by the rock, and by the depth from the 
surface* or from physical causes, their decomposition was 
slow. That Orestes, on his return, could not but be aware 
of the circumstances, and, in the fulfilment of Ins divinely 
^ordered mission, determined upon reparation to the dead. 
That he opened the tombs, and arranged the means of 
cremation. That, owing to the depth, it. was imperfect 
from want of ventilation ; we may remember that in the 
case ofcPatroclos the impersonated Winds were specially 
suujmoncd to expedite the process (//. XXI 1 1. 192-218). 
In calling it imperfect, 1 mean that it slopped short of 
the point at which the bones could be gathered; and 
ainec 1 in situ. That the masks, breast [date, 
^Ul*other lefyes of^old were used, perhaps, in part with 
f)*|fyfence to custom ; in part, especially as regards all 
|lae^ic^^t^e masks, to replace in the wasted bodies the 
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seemliness and ina 
dation. That the 
were due to filial piety. Thai the same sentiment storied 
the work through, even to the carotid sculpturing of the 
tour tomb-stones (others have been found (p. too), but 
without sculpture) ; and sought, by their means, to indicate 
for renown and rexerence, and to secure from greedy viola- 
tion, the resting-place of the dead. 

A complex solution, perhaps ; but one appjicable to 
very complex facts, and one ot which the ground at least; 
is laid m those facts; one also, which I oiler as a contribu- 
tion to a most interesting scrutiny, but with no claim or 
pretension to uphold it against any other, that may seem 
better entitled to fill the vacant place. 

w. k <;. 

II aw akdkn, November, i<S 77. 


jesty of nature, and to shelter its dj k m>» 
profuse deposits of arms and valuarapl 


Since the Preface was dismissed tor Press, Dr. Sell lie- 
mann has sent a further communication of a letter he 
has receded from Mr. Leonidas* Ddigeorges (brother 
to Mr. Lpaminondas Ddigeorges, lare Prime Minister of 
Creece), who informs him that: last fear he spent two 
months on the island of Cidnos, one of the Cydaiiej^ 
where at the present day the women wear masks iyttl 
glftvcs to preserve the whiteness of their faces and h^ds 
from the sun. Both the masks and the gloves '•fttfT'of 
rough cloth, the former consisting of two j»arts^t>fie’ 

which —with apertures for the eyes- covers the upper|£irt- 

of the face as far down as the nose, like . the visor$bf-t% 
rail standing woman to the right of the spectator otjf ylW 
signet -ring, No. 530, p. 354; the other part of thejfipi 
covering the lower part of the face affS the heck. • / * : ;M 



DR. S C 1 1 LI EM ANN’S ACCOUNT OF A TOMB 
AT SPAT A, IN ATTICA. 


Athens, 1st Oct., i S77. 

Fou some months past it has repeatedly been asserted in 


the Press by travellers that there exists a very great 
similarity between the Mycenean antiquities and those 
recently discovered in a tomb at Spata. Having now 
visited the latter, in company with my* esteemed friend 
Professor E, (aistorch.es, of the University of Athens, and 
his daughter Helen, and having carefully examined the 
^objects found in it, 1 think, it in the interest of science to 


oiler the following remarks on the subject. The village of 
Spata, which is exclusively inhabited by Albanians, lies 
about nine miles to the east of Athens, on the further side 
of Mount Hvmettus, on the road to Marathon. Close to 
^iat village is a small mount, whose circular summit has 
eli^emly been artificially levelled ; it is covered to a 
•d^Dth of about three feet with debris , in which we see now 
a?^(lien fragments of archaic vases with painted parallel 
^or%>»al bands. The villagers assert that until very 
^;|^||ly the summit was surrounded by the ruins of 
walls, which have now altogether disappeared, the 
having been used for the building of the new village, 
of the settlement which existed here in antiquity 
bgether?mncer||in. Colonel Leake* recognises in the 
l^nt nahip, Spata, a corruption of the ancient: demos of 


4 Demi of Attica,’ p. 125. 
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Sphetffts (S</>r/TTos or S^^rros'), wind# is mentioneck^^ 
Aristophanes,* Strabo, y Pausanias,£ Stephens Byzantinro^' 
and others. % ^ 

In the south-west side of the mount, which slopes at an 
angle of 52 degrees, there occurred last winter in one place 
a sudden breaking down of the ground, and in the hollow 
thus formed there was discovered a sepulchre cut out 
the sandstone rock. The Archaeological Society had 


m 


the place explored, and it was found that an inclined road, 
cut in the rock, 74 feet long, led into the tomb. The 
road is 8 [ feet broad up to the entrance, which is to feet 
long and 3 \ feet broad. The sepulchre consists of three 
quadrangular chambers, which are united by two passages 
6 i feet long and 3 \ feet broad; and the ceilings of these 
chambers are cut out in the rock in the form of roots with 


two slanting sides. The primitive architect had evidently 
intended to give t1> each of these three chambers exactly thg 
shape of a house, because the slanting sides of the roof-like 
ceiling do not converge directly from the vertical walls, but 
hang over by 8 inches like the caves of a house. The 
height of the first chamber is i6J> feet, its breadth 1 5, and 
its length 20 feet ; the two other chambers are 1 1 \ feet 
high, 12 feet long, and 1 1 £ feet broad. *Of the existence 
of wooden doors there are no traces, except in the passage 
from the first to the second 'chamber. Seen from the 
extremity of the “ dromos ’ this tomb reminds us of the 
Egyptian scpulcures. jj yf . 

In each of the three chambers was found a human skele- 


ton, with a quantity of ashes and charcoal, which seems to 


prove that each body had been burnt on the pyre in thevery 
spot where it lay, but so superficially that the bonj^ were ,, 
preserved. In this respect, as well as , egarding the burning* 


of the bodies in the tombs, we find a 


resemblance 



- — - - --m f T 

* Plums, 720. t IX., p. 307- t Ik, 30,".$. t §• P. 627'%iJ 
|| ki Si parva lire! romponerc nnugiisA 
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n.^|^e of burial of file bodies in the five royal s^nlc%res at: 
Mycenae But ^ere the bones crumbled away on being 
exposed to the#ir. This tomb had evidently' been already 
rilled in ancient times, for but a few objects were found 
with the bodies ; nearly all of them, lay dispersed in the 
debris , in and before the entrance. They consisted of bone 
or ivory, glass, bronze, stone, and terra-cotta. Only a few 
(lowers of very thin gold-leaf having been found, whose 
aggregate*weight cannot exceed the eighth part of a pound, 
it appears that the tomb-robbers only aimed at the golden 
ornaments, and that they threw away all the rest. 

The few terra-cotta vessels found here are all wheel- 
made ; among the number there is one which perfectly 
resembles the vase represented under No. 25, p. 64: it is 
ornamented with red and black circular bands, and is in 
the shape of a globe with a flat: foot ; it terminates above 
in a very pretty narrow neck, without an ' opening, t|je top 
of which is joined on each side by a beautifully shaped 
handle to the upper part of the body. The real mouth of 
the vase is in the shape of a funnel, and near to the closed 
neck. There was aho found the upper part of a similar 
vase. I remind the reader that forty-three vases of exactly 
the sa|gy form % ere found in a sepulchre at lalysus m 
Rhodes, and are now in the .British .Museum; that they 
sometimes, though but seldom, occur in Attica, and that 
, some specimens of them have also been found in the 
Egyptian tombs and in Cyprus. 

Another vase found in the tomb of Spata is orna- 
mented with black spirals. 

I also mention, among the findings at Spata the large 
quantity of small ornaments which Professor Landerer’s 
‘'analysis lias proved to consist of glass alloyed with much 
: ^fbtoxide of lead, the latter having the property of 
’'breaking the ray# of light; these ornaments present a 
jilvery mirror-like glimmer. Landerer observes that it is 
sod^-g^ss (m 


German. N atrnm-Glas ), and that, it: has the 
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property df .dividing into small leavcs'or splinters. It is 
very remarkable that all these ornaments of glass have 
evidently been cast in moulds, and that %iany of them 
resemble more or less the types which we see in the 
Mycencan moulds represented under No. 162 and No. 
163, p. 107 and p. 109. On the reverse side of most of 
these objects are one, two, or three small holes, or tubular 
rings, for fastening, them on other objects, probably on 
clothes. A most frequent object here is that which we 
recognise in the type on the lower side of the mould, No. 
1 0 2 , p. 107. There also occur small cones of a much 
weather-beaten glass, which have the very greatest simi- 
larity to 'the type which we see in that side of the mould, 
No. 163. which is represented on page T09 in the upper 
row to the right of the spectator ; if also resembles very 
much the small cone, No. 109, of which a large 

number were fofmd at Mycenm; the only di Here nee is 
that the cones of Spata have an impressed spiral line, 
whereas the cones of Mycenae show impressed concentric 
circles. However, it deserves attention that the mould. 
No. 163, represents the type of such a cone with a spiral 
line. But then, again, there is the greatest difference in 
the substance, for whilst at Spata all tHfc.se sni^ orna- 
ments are of glass, the M vccnean cones and other objects, 
such as Nos. 164, 165, 166 and 167, arc of a hard-baked 
clav, which has been varnished with a lead glaze; no trace 
of glass having been found at: Mycenae except some small 
glass beads, the small object, No. 177, and the almost 
microscopical tubes of cobalt glass described at pages 137 
and 1 5 S. As, on the other hand, there have been found a 
large quantity of small ornaments of hard-baked day 
varnished with a lead-glaze, we cannot reasonably doubt 
that the manufacture of glass at Myceian was only in its 
first beginning, that until the capture oft he city (468 ice,) 
it made no progress there, and that all the types contained 
in the Mycencan moulds served merely for the casting of 
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similar ornaments of baked clay varnished"' wj|h a lead- 
rC-/.c. . 

But there also occur in the tomb at Sputa objects- of 
blue cobalt glass, soflSe of which are identical in shape with 
the object of stone represented under No. 172, p. 11 1. 

All tti ese objects of glass lead us to the conclusion that 
the sepulchre oi Spata belongs to a much later rime than 
the royal tombs of Mycenae But vve find a much stronger 
proof of tl^is in the carved works discovered in the Spata 
sepulchre, which are generally thought to consist of-ivorv, 
but which by the investigation of Professor Landerer are 
proved to consist of common Jjone. All these carved 
works appear to belong to a late period of Assyrian art; 
perhaps the most remarkable object: among them is a 
beardless uuyn's head covered with a very high Assyrian 
mitre, the lower part of which is ornamented all round with 
a diadem, whilst the upper part is dividccMvy three double 
bands into four compartments. As usual in the Assyrian 
haiivylress, the hair hangs down on the neck in three tresses, 
lying the one on the other. I also mention a. comb'yS in. 
long, 3*4 in. broad, the upper part of which is divided by 
narrow borders into two horizontal compartments ; the 
upper one containing in the midst a flower and on either 
side a remale sphinx; the lower one containing three 
female sphinxes. There are also two bone plates with 
female sphinxes. All these sphinxes have very large and 
broad wings and exhibit a most excellent Assyrian style of 
art. In comparison with them the golden sphinxes of the 
Mycenean tombs, of which l have represented one under 
No. 277, on p. 183, show a most ancient and very primitive 
style of art. v'w 

Among the carved works found in the tomb at Snata 
particular attention is due to a plate of bone, on which is 
represented a lion devouring an ox; the whole bodv of the 
former is represented as hovering in the air, and his long 
outstretched hind-legs \ividly remind us of the repre.sen- 
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taritf^.o^pc- lions on the M^eenean goblets and plates 
of goie. ^On the other hand the lion’s head and the ox 
\y| 3 feh he devours most decidedly show an Assyrian style 
of art, 

I repeat here that no trace of Assyrian art was found at 
Mycena:. 

Another of the carved works from Spata which 
deserves attention is a disk of bone of 4/6 in. in diameter, 
with a border formed by two double lines, „the whole 
interior space being in the form of a net, divided by treble 
wavelike lines fiato- small triangles. 

Professor Landerer- ^jsSerts tlyit these large plates and 
disks of bone prove beyond any doubt that the art of 
softening bone in water, and pressing it, and thus preparing 
very large pieces of bone, was known in An icy, at a remote 
antiquity. 

Infill call attention, among’ the objects found at Spata, 
to the small disks of stone, which have on one side in the 
centre a small tube, and may have been used as u,rn aments 
orj the house doors. They are mostly similar to objects 
which T found at Mycena:;* but they were also found in 
the sepulchre at lalysus, and may be seen in the British 
Museum. ** ^ 

Of bronze arrow-heads several specimens were found 
in the sepulchre at Spata, but no trace of them occurred 
in the Mycenean tombs. On the other hand there were 
found in one of the latter the thirty-live arrow-heads of 
obsidian represented under No. 435, }>• '?■/-, and arrow- 
heads of the same stone also occurred in the debris above 
the tombs; it was only in the upper layers of debris at 
Mycena: that I found some arrow-heads of bron/.e.j 

Among the objects found at Sp.ua I further mention 
the fragment of a v ase of black granite, w ith two holes for 

See No. 126, in the upper row to the right ami left, p. 7 Ck 
t 76, (2.J. 
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suspension; fragments of similar vases occur| gd also at 
Mycena;. 

Close to this tomb was discovered another, consfstthg 
of but: one small chUhber, approached by a dromes which 
has but half the length of that which leads to the large 
tomb. In the small tomb was found the skeleton of a 
man which had evidently likewise been burned on a pyre 
on the very spot where it lay; there was also found the 
skeleton of, a stag, but nothing more. 

Colonel Leake is in all probability right in proclaiming 
the identity of Spata with the ancient dettoos'ta f Sphettus 
(^f/»7Tro? or X<I>v)tt6s), an<| as, acceding to Plutarch,* the 
fifty Pallantides, sons of Pallas, the 'brother of /Kgeus, 
marched from Sphettus against Athens ; and as Colonel 
Leake, guided by an inscription published by Finlay, 
identifies the site of the demos of Palleme, which the 
Pallantides inhabited, with’ a spur of nltmnt Hyingttus, 
which bars the road to Probalinthus and Marathon, and 
is thus in the immediate neighbourhood of Sphettus 
— for all these reasons it has been supposed that the tombs 
of Spata might possibly belong to the Pallantides killed 
by Theseus. But. this opinion is contradicted by the 
objects ^scovered, which make it impossible for ns to 
attribute the large tomb to an earlier period than the 
eighth century, n.c., whilst the royalty at Athens belongs 
to a very remote antiquity, and must be contemporaneous 
with royalty at Mycena;. 

The use of masks in antiquity being a question very 
important for Archaeology, I cannot conclude without 
mentioning that my esteemed friend Professor A. Rhouso- 
poulos, of the University of Athens, reminds me of a very 
small golden mask found last: spring in a sepulchre on the 
coast of ancient Phoenicia, just opposite to the island of 
Aradus. It had been bought there by a trailer in antique 


Thi'stus. 13 , 
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ries^who i^rought it first to Afhens, %nd showed it to me 
at Bouiogne-sur-Mer, on his way to London, where he 
intended to sell it. It is of thin gold plate, and so small 
that it could apparently onlv lit on tMc face of a new-born 
child. It represents a human face with shut eyes, in very 
rude repousse work. 


THE FALL OF MYCKN/E As DESCRIBED 

BY DIODORUS SICULUS. 

"-•S’ 

I give, at my worthy friend Professor F. A. Palcy’s 
suggestion, a literal translation ..of the account which 
.Diodorus Siculus (Vi. 65) give# us of Myeenafs tragic 
end : 

■*at- . . . * 

u Jn the seventy-eighth Olympiad (i>. 0,468) a war was 
set on foot between the Argives and the people of 
Myceiur, on tlie following grounds. The Myceneans, 
proud of the high renown which their own countrv had 
formerly enjoyed, refused to obey the Argives as the other 
cities in that territory had done, but took up an indepen- 
dent position and paid no regard to the Argives^ They 
had disputes with them also about: the worship of the 
goddess Hera, and put in a claim to have the sole con- 
duct and management of the Nemean games. And still 
further they were at variance with them because, when the 
Argives had passed a resolution not to aid the Spartans at 
Thermopylae, unless they should be allowed a share in tlie 
command, the Myceneans alone of ail the inhabitants of 
Argolis joined the ranks'..-. of the I aiceummonians. The 
Argives had besides a general suspicion that some day their 
rivals might become too powerful and dispute with them 
the sovereignty, from the former greatness of their city. 
Such being the motives for hostility, they had long been 
watching an opportunity to raze Mycenae to the ground; 
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and they thottght the^itting time had now arrived, as they 
saw the Lacedaemonians had been defeated and were unable 
to bring any aid to the Myceneans. Accordingly they 
collected a strong forte from Argos and the other states in 
alliance, and led them to the attack. The Myceneans were 
beaten, driven into the walls of their city* and besieged. 
For some time they defended themselves with spirit against 
the besieging hosts ; but at length, partly because- they had 
been worsted in the war, partly because the Lacedae- 
monians were unable to aid them, from having wars of 
their own on hand, as well as through the disastrous effects 
of the earthquakes, and having my one now to help them, 
through mere deficiency of aid from without they were 
taken by assault. The Myceneans were thus made slaves 
by the A r gives, a tithe iff their property was consecrated 
to the service of religion, and their city was razed to the 
ground. Thus a state that had been greSR and wealthy 
in times of old, had numbered many illustrious men and 
performed many glorious actions, met with its final 
overthrow, and it has remained desolate up to our times ” 
(/. 6\, to the time of Augustus). 
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- With reference to the visit paid to the excavations at Myceme by the 
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photogragjjjdp: arid rjggeftedly congratulated me on the results of my 
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would lead us to expect— Older pottery on the virgin soil, but no 
cows or idols — Pfdhable date of the second nation at Tiryns, about 
1000 to Soo b.c. ' of Cyclopean walls, about 1800 to 1600 ice. — 
No resemblance to any of the pottery in the strata of Ilissarl'ik, 
except the goblets-— >A'. human skeleton found -Whorls - Estimate of 
Soil to bg moved at Tiryns — Greater importance of Mycen.k 

Tiryns. August 6, [876. 

In the ibuth-east corner of the Plain of Argos, on the 
lowest and flattest of a group of rocky hills, which rise 
like islands out of the marshy lowlands, only eight stadia or 
one mile from the Gulf of Argos, was situated the ancient 
citadel of Tiryns, now called Paltrocastrou* It was cele- 
brated as the birthplace of Hercules and was famous for its 
gigantic Cyclopean walls, of which Pausanias says, “ The 
circuit wall, which is the only remaining ruin (of Tiryns) 
was built by the Cyclopes. It is composed of unwrought 
stones, each •of which is so* large that a team of mules 

* See Plan A. and Elate 1 . The etymology of ihe name Tiryns 
(probably a Pelasgio word) is difficult to explain, it is very probable 
that the city was originally called Lieymnia, for Strabo (VI II. p. 373) 
says that a citadel with that name is twelve stadia from Naupiia, and 
this distance perfectly agrees with that of Tiryns from the latter city. 
He does not distinctly say that he alludes to Tiryns ; but this is very 
probable, because Pindar says {Olyrnf. 7, v. 

teal yap * AA/c/oh'as Kacriymyrov votiov tTKa.Tr rep Oei'ui', 

aKXTjpas f'Acuav eKrav cts T f* 

pvvQi A iKVjxuiuv* tXOui'T' tic OaXci/LLfiv MtStav, 

rut 8 c ttotc vIkutt^p xoAwOels. 

4 Because he (TJepolcrnus) killed in wrath with a stick of the hard olive 
tree Alemena’s bastard brother Jacymnius, who descended from M ideas 
nuptial chamber and was the builder of the city/ Apollodorus (11. 8, 2) 
confirms this, Vmt says that he killed him accidentally : T\y7n>\ejuos ovy, 

Arenas ofy *M ,tV A ( KVfxviov rfj ftdKTtjfjia ya/> arrov OqHirrcro it a 7rkrjtj(roi’ro^ 

i*7 TtBpapc, ‘Tlepolemus involuntarily killed TuYymnios, who approached 
him when he was chastising his servant with a stick/ 

Eustathius /or.) says that the first name of Tiryns was Haliis or 
Tialeis, fishermen having been the first settlers on the rock ; this is also 
confirmed by Stephanas Bygantinus (s.7>. Tt.f >-<*$). Pausanias (IT. 25. 8) 
says that the city, received its name from the hero Tiryns, a son of 
Argos. 
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THE CYCLOPEAN WALLS? ] 

cannot even shake the smallest one : small stones have been 
interposed in order to consolidate the large blocks.”* 

The usual size of the stones is J Tee t long ant) 3 feet 
thick, but 1 measured several which were 10 feet long and 
4 feet thick. .Judging by the' masses of fallen stones, I think 
it probable that the walls, when ent ire, were not less than 
60 feet high. Had the circuit wall consisted of wrought 
stones it would doubtless have disappeared ages ago, be- 
cause its stones would have been used for the buildings in 
the neighbouring cities of Nauplia and Argos. But the 
wall was preserved on account of the enormous size of the 
blocks, for the later builders found it much more easy and 
convenient to cut the material they needed at the foot of 
the rocks than to destroy the wall and break up the blocks. 

1 may here mention that the name “Cyclopean walls” 
is founded on an error, being derived from the mythic 
legend that the Cyclopes were distinguished architects. 
According to Strabo (VIII. 6), the Cyclopes, seven in 
number, came from Lycia and erected in the Argolid 
walls and other buildings, which were known under 
the denomination “ Cyclopean walls.” According to 
Apollodorus (II. .1, 1 ) and Pausanias (II. 1 6, 4) they built 
the walls of Tiryqj^pgd Mycenae. Probably in consequence 
of this the whole oi Argolis is called “ Cyclopean land.’y 
There is of course no historical foundation for calling walls 
of huge blocks “Cyclopean,” after the mythical giant race 
of the Cyclopes. But as the word has come into general 
use, I cannot avoid employing it. 

It must be distinctly understood that, not every wall 
built of stones, without any binding material, maybe called 

Palis. 11. 25 , 8 . To frq rectos, ti rS >} fjioi'tn’ rail' IpcLTruuv Ac/Verai, 
kvk\o)tt(ov /lcV larriv epyov, 7 rc 7 ro/^rat 8 c dpydjv XIOon*, p.dytOo*; eKacrros 

Xt'flos d ) 5 dir avrwv «.£ &PX*) V KivrjQijvai rdv /UK^oraror vtto Ztvyovs 

dvtav * XiOia. ivijpfiocrTai irdXat ; <p9 pdXurra avridv tKcurrov appovLiv rot? 
pxydXoiM XtOois cTvai' 

t yd kvkXu)7tl.jl (Kuripides, Ores r/i’.r, 965). 

B 2, ; ,r 
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/EXCAVATION’S AT TIRYNS. 

“ Cyclopean ;” under that denomination are only 

comprised, firstly? of large unwrought blocks, the 

interstices of whicfr ^e filled in with smaller stones ; 
secondly, the walls Composed of large polygonal stones 
well fitted together ; and, thirdly, the very ancient walls 
4f($uch as we see in the Lions’ Gate at My cenaV) where im- 
mense quadrangular blocks, rudely wrought, are roughly 
put together in horizontal layers, but the joints not being 
quite straight, there remain small interstices between the 
stones. House or fortress walls of well-cut: quadrangular 
slabs, which are closely joined without mortar, can never 
be called “ Cyclopean and thus, even the large subter- 
ranean Treasuries at Mycenm and Orchomenus can in no 
way claim this denomination, though they may belong to 
the remotest antiquity.* 

The quarry from which these walls were built can 
easily be distinguished at the foot of a rock one mile 
distant, which is crowned by a chapel of the prophet Liias. 
But this quarry does not form a pit, such as we see at 
Syracuse, Baalbec, or Corinth. At Tiryns, as at Mycenrn, 
the Cyclopean builders have contented themselves with 
cutting away the blocks from the rocky surface. 

The flat rock of Tiryns, 'which is feet long, from 
-zoo to 250 feet broad, and from 30*10 50 feet high, 
extends in a straight line from north to south, and its 
margin is lined by the aforesaid Cyclopean circuit wall, 
which is from 25 to 50 feet thick, and in a pretty good 
state of preservation : but it is not always massive, being 

* Cf. Ch. If. 28, It should also he observed that these forms of 
construction do not invariably denote successive steps of antiquity and 
the art of building. Unhewn boulders, rough quarried stones, and those 
which had a polygonal cleavage due to their nature, were often used for 
convenience by builders who were quite able to work quadrangular blocks, 
as is proved by walls in which the former kinds are placed above the last. 
Sec Mr. E. II. Bunbury’s £< Oyrlopc;ui^emains m Central Italy,' 7 in the 
4 Classical Museum, 7 1845, v°l. ii. pp. Y47, seqq., and the article Mur us 
in Dr. Smith’s ‘ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities.’ 
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traversed by interior passages or gapeiies with ogival 
vaults, of which four can easily be discerned. One of 
these galleries, which is 90 feet long£pd 7 feet 10 inches 
broad and high and free from debris, has in its' external 
wall six gate-like recesses or window openings, which 
reach down to the bottom. Their pointed arches are. 
formed like the angle in the passage, merely by over- 
lapping the ends of the courses of the masonry.* 

These niches were most probably intended for archers, 
whilst the galleries themselves must have served for 
covered communications leading to armouries, guard- 
chambers, or towers. Of the other three galleries, two 
are in the south-eastern corner and run parallel to each 
other; the third, which traverses the western wall, seems 
to have served as a sally-port, and was probably concealed 
in some way or other.f 

On the eastern side is the only gate, which is 
15 feet broad. It is approached by a ramp 20 feet wide, 
which is supported by a wall of Cyclopean masonry .J 
The right flank of the gate is defended by a tower 43 
feet high anil 33 feet broad, which may have procured' 
for the Tirynthians the credit of having been the first 
to build tow e«K In this place the walls are better 
preserved than anywhere else, and they rise considerably 

i 

* See the margin of Plan A. 

| Dodwdl C A Classical and Topographical Tour through Greece ’) 
and Prof. Krnst Curtins ( /\/o*on /ns) consider this gallery to be a 
second gate, which 1 think impossible, as it leads straight out into the 
plain. 

X Colonel Teake states (‘ Travels in the Moron,’ Vol. I L p. 351) that 
the principal entrance of Tiryns is on the south side, adjacent to the south- 
east angle. He is right if he speaks of the present day, for there Ins 
indeed been made at that point in modern times a zigzag roadway, 
leading up the steep slope ; but there was most decidedly no gate or 
entrance whatever here in ancient times. 

§ Aristotle and Theophrastus, ap, PI in. IT, N, VI I. 56. Pliny says 
that the ibnlfcr of these authors attributes the building of towers to the 
Cyclopes, the latter to the Tirynthians. 
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above the fiat summit of the mount within the Acropolis 
or citadel. X/ . 

This citadel consists of an upper enclosure on the 
south,, and a lower one on the north side; both are ot 
about equal size, and are divided by an abrupt slope, 14 
feet high, which was fortified by a Cyclopean wall of minor 
proportions. In this wall 1 perceive some stones shaped 
by art, and some even rectangular, which leads me to 
think that it belongs to a later time than tlx; Cyclopean 
circuit walls. In the upper enclosure are a number of 
terraces supported by Cyclopean walls. 

Through all antiquity the Greeks themselves looked 
upon the walls of Tiryns as a work of the demons. 
Pausanias* regards them as a structure more stupendous 
than the Pyramids of Egypt; and Homer manifests 
liis admiration of them by the epithet: ^retyio aro-a," 
which he applies to Tiryns. | 

According to ancient tradition, Tiryns was founded 
(about 1400 b.c.) rbv Proetus, who was its first king, and 
whose son Megapen t lies ceded the town to Perseus, the 
builder of Mycenae Perseus gave it to I'd ec try on, whose 
daughter Alcmena, the mother of Hercules, married 
Amphitryon, who was expelled by Stij|pelus, the king ot 
Mycenae and Argos. Hercules conquered Tiryns and in- 
habited it for a long time, in consequence of which he is 
often called the Tirynthian.;]; On the return of the 
Heraclidm (80 years after the Trojan war) Mycenae itsell, 
as well as Tiryns, Hysia>, Mideia, and other cities, were 
forced to increase the power of Argos, and were reduced 
to the condition of dependent towns. Tiryns remained 
nevertheless in the hands of its Achaean population, and, 
together with Mycenae, took part in the battle of Plataan 


* Pans. fX. 36. 

t fluid. I T. 55^ 5’ y A/» 7 ov t tixpv TipuvOd re ruxdeiffcai'. 

t Pind. Of. X I . 48 ; Ovid, Met. VJJ. 410 ; Virgil, uldi. VI f. 662. 
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with 400 men.* In consequence of this event the name 
of Tiryns was engraved, among those of the other Greek 
cities which had fought there, on the bronze column with 
the golden tripod-stand, which the Spartans dedicated as the 
tithe of the booty to the Pythian Apollo at Delphi. The 
glory which Tiryns thus acquired excited the envy of the 
Argives, who had taken no part in the Persian war, and 
who also began to consider that city as a very dangerous 
neighbour; particularly when it had fallen into the hands 
of their insurgent slaves (Vvpvqarioi), who maintained them- 
selves for a long time behind its Cyclopean walls and 
dominated the country -f The insurgents were finally sub- 
dued, but soon afterwards (Ol. 78, f ; 468 jvc.) the Argives 
destroyed the city, demolished part of its Cyclopean walls, 
and forced the Tiryntliians to emigrate to Argos.J But 
according to Strabo § they fled to Epidaurus. Pausa- 
nias jj mentions that between 'Tiryns and the gulf are the 
Oakafxoi ” of the insane daughters of Proetus, of which 
no vestige is to be seen now; they Cannot have been 
underground buildings on account of the morass. Theo- 
phrastus^] speaks of the laughing propensities of the Tiryn- 
tluans, which rendered them incapable of serious work.** 
The myth oC^c birth of Hercules at Tiryns and the 
twelve labours he performed for Eurystlieus, the king of 


* Herodot. IX. 2S. t Herodot. VI. 83. 

;j; Pans. II. 17, 5 ; VIII. 27, 1. § VIII. p. 373. 

|| II. 15, 9. It A pud A tb enaui m, VI. 2 61. 

** Theophrastus adds that, desirous to get rid of their propensity 
to laugh, the Tiryntliians consulted the oracle at Delphi, and got the 
god’s answer that, if they could sacrifice an ox to Poseidon and throw 
it into the sea, without laughing, the evil would at once cease. The 
Tiryntliians, who feared to fail in the execution of the god’s command, 
forbad the children to he present at the sacrifice. Put one of them 
having heard this, and having mixed in the crowd, they cried out. at: 
him to drive him away, on which he exclaimed, “ IIow, are you afraid 
that I shall upset your sacrifice ?” 'This excited universal laughter, and 
they became convinced that the god intended to show them by ex- 
perience that an inveterate evil custom cannot be remedied. 
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the neighbouring Mycenat, may, I think, be easily explained 
by his double, nature as hero and as sun-god.* As the 
most powerful of all heroes, it is but natural that he should 
be [aided to have been born within the most powerful 
walls in the world, which were considered as the work of 
supernatural giants. As sun-god he must have had nume- 
rous sanctuaries in the plain of Argos and a celebrated 
cultus at Tiryns, ^because the marshy lowlands by which if 
is surrounded, and which even at present are yearly unpro- 
ductive from want of drainage, were in remote antiquity 
nothing but deep swamps and morasses, which extending 
far up the plain engendered pestilential fevers, and could 
only be made to disappear gradually by incessant human 
labour and by the beneficent influence of the sun. 

For the existence of the immense morasses in the plain 
of Argos we have no less an authority than Aristotle, who 
says,f “ At the time of the Trojan war, the land of Argos 
being swampy, it could only feed a scanty population, 
whilst the land of Mycenar was good and was therefore 
highly prized. But now the contrary is the case, for the 
latter has become too dry and lies unfilled, whilst the land 
of Argos, which was a morass and therefore lay un- 
tilled, has now become good arable l§pd.” Thus it will 
appear but natural that Hercules, as Sun-god, should be 
fabled to have performed for Kurysthcus, the king of 
Mycenu', who possessed the whole plain of Argos, the 
twelve labours which have been long known to mean 
nothing else than the twelve signs of the zodiac, through 
which the sun appears to pass in the annual revolution of 
our globe. 

The topography of the plain south of Tiryns appears 
not to have changed since the time of Aristotle, for the 
northern shore of the gulf consists of deep swamps, 
which even now extend for nearly a mile inland. 

* Max Muller, ‘ Essays,’ 11 . 79. 


+ Aristot. Mdcorol. I. 14. 
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I perfectly agree with the common -opinion that the 
Cyclopean walls of Tiryns are the most ancient monument 
in (Greece; hut, having the conviction that no city or 
fortress wall can be more ancient than the most ancient- 
pottery of the site it surrounds, 1 was very anxious to in- 
vestigate the chronology of the Tirynfhian walls by syste- 
matic excavations. 1 therefore proceeded to Tiryns on the 
31st ultimo, in company with Mrs. Sehliemann and my 
esteemed friends, Castorches, Phendikles and Pappadakes, 
Professors of Archeology in the University of Athens. 

There I engaged fifty-one workmen, and dug a long 
broad and deep trench in the highest part of the citadel, 
and sank besides this thirteen shafts 6 feet in diameter.* 
I further sank three shafts in the lower part of the fortress, 
and four more at ;i distance of 100 feet outside the walls. 
In the higher citadel 1 struck the natural rock at a depth 
of from 1 1 h to i6£ feet; in the lower citadel, at from 5 to 
8 feet: and outside the citadel I reached the virgin soil 
at from 3 to 4 feet. f 

In seven or eight of the shafts sunk in the upper citadel 
I brought Jo light Cyclopean house-walls built on the natural 
rock, and in three shafts I found Cyclopean water-conduits 
of a primitive sort, being composed of unwrought stones, 
laid without any binding material. Though these water- 
conduits rest on the rock, yet I cannot conceive how water 
can ever have run along them without getting lost through 
the interstices between the stones. 

Neither in the long trench nor in the deep twelve or 
thirteen shafts did I find any stones at all. I conclude from 
this that the majority of the houses consisted of nnburnt 
bricks, which still form the building material of most of 
the villages in the Argolid. The houses can hardly have 
been of wood, for, if so, I should have found large quart- 


# The exact depths are indicated by the proportional numbers 
appended to the sectional plans of the excavations in the marc in of 
Flan A. 
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titles of ashes. All my excavations in Tiryns remain of 
course open, and visitors are invited to inspect them. 

Among the objects discovered I must first mention the 
small terracotta cows, of which I collected eleven,* for they 



seem to solve a great problem, and are, at all events, of 
capital importance to science. Nearly all of them are 
covered with painted ornaments of red colour ; one only 
has a black ornamentation. 

At the same time i found nine female idols, seven of 
which are painted with red and two with black or dark 
yellow ornaments, j They have a very compressed face, 
no mouth, and a “ polos on the head; of the idol No. 8 
the head is missing, and the idol. No. 10, has a broader 
lace and an uncovered head. The breasts of all these 
idols are An high relief, and below them on each side 
protrudes a long horn, in such a way that both horns 
together must either be intended to represent the moon’s 
crescent or the two horns of the cow, or both the one 
and the oilier at the same time. I found cows and idols 

* See Nos. 2-7. ami lhe coloured Plate A, figs, a, 1 >. 

t vSee Nos. tf-n on p. 12. and the coloured Plate A. tig. d. 




Nor. 8 :n, Terra-Cotta Idols from TnytBv Actual i/c. 

perfectly similar, three years ago, in the thirty-four shafts 
I sank in the Acropolis of Mycenae, which city' was close 
to the great; llerauim and was celebrated for its cultus of 
Hera, whose cow-character and identity with the Pelasgic 
moon and cow-goddess Io, with the Bosnian goddess 
Demeter Mycalessia, and with the Egyptian moon-goddess 
Isis,* I iun c already sufficiently proved.j My opinion is 

* To these may be added the Syrian and Phoenician Ash to retie 
“ Asiat ic, queen of heaven y with cred ent horns , 

To whose;. bright image nightly, by th>' moon, 

IMiccnician virgins paid their vows and songs.’ 1 — 

Milton, Par. Lost, i>k. I. vv. 439-441. 

t See note A. — “ Hera Booms,” at the end of this chapter. 
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glared by the high authority of the Right Honour- 
E. Gladstone, who says in his celebrated work, 
Iwrieric Synchronism,’ p. 249 : “The goddess Isis, mated 
^SHtli^Osiris, is represented with the cow’s liead on sop|e of 
the Egyptian monuments.* She is identified by Herotf&tus 


with Demeter : but Demcfer and Here are very near, and 
Here seems in Homer to lie the Hellenic form which had 


in a great degree extruded Demeter from many of her 
traditions, a«d relegated her into the insignificance which 
belongs to h^f in the poems. The epithet Boopij^eeni.s 
therefore possibly to indicate a mode of representing Here 
which had been derived from Egypt, and which Hellenism 
refined. 

“it must, however, be borne in mind that the Egyptian 
representation was not with the eyes, but with the full 
countenance and head, of the, ox or cow: am} further, that 
the Homeric epithet is not confined to Here, but is applied 
to Klumene, one of the attendants of Helen, f and to l’liilo- 
medousa, wife of Areithoos.:}; It is likewise given to Ilalie, 
one of the Nereid lymphs. § The inference, probable 
though not demonstrative, would seem to be that in Homer's 
time the epithet had come to bear its later and generalised 
sense, and that the recollection of the cow had worn away.” 

I therefore bo not. hesitate to declare that both the 
cows and the horned female figures found at Mycenm 
and Tiryns must needs be idols of Hera, who was the 
tutelar deity of both cities. 

. All the above idols, in the form of a cow and of a 
horned female, were found at a depth of from 3 to 1 1 i 
feet below the surface, and none at a greater depth. 

Several terra-cotta idols of a different form were found; 
one of them at a depth of 8 feet.|| This also seems to be a 


* See Bunsen’s ‘ Egypt,’ Vol. I. p. 420 (Trausl.). 

+ //. III. 144. + //. VII. 10. $ II. XV III. 40. 

|| See the coloured Plate A, fig. c. 
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female idol ; its two hands are joined on the breast^ 
in the attitude of prayer; the head, which is unc| 
exactly resembles a bird’s head, and at the first 
one is involuntarily struck by the resemblance of tht#dd 
to those on one of the many painted figures of the 
vases with geometrical patterns which are preserved in fhe 
small collection of antiquities in the Ministry of Public 
Instruction at Athens,* and which have been 



No. IV. 1 llMll/f tl L.O !IC. 
from Tiryn .. 0 m.; 

Actual si/e. 


until now considered to be the most ancient 
pottery in Greece. But I hope to prove in 
the subsequent pages that this is a great 
mistake, and that they must: belong to a 
later period. 

Of the idol No. i r there remain (ply 
the neck and the head, which very mttbh 
resembles an qwl’s head. 

Except lead, the only piece of metal 
found was a beautiful archaic male figure of 
bronze, wearing a Phrygian cap, and seem- 
ingly m the attitude of throwing a lance 
(see No. 12). But copper or bronze at 
least, if not iron, must have been extensively 
used at Tiryns. for I did not find there a 
single implement of stone. 

The surface of the citadel is scantily 
strewn with potsherds of the Middle Ages, 
and probably of the time of the Frank 
dominion, for that, period seems to be indi- 


cated by the chalk, floors of a villa and its 
dependencies. These potsherds, as well as entire vases of the 
same fabric, arc sometimes found as *ar down as 3 feet, bur 
immediately below them follow archaic potsherds, which are 
usually met with at as little as a few inches under the surface ; 


* Published by Or. (i. Hirschfeld (‘ Vasi Arcaiei Atenicsi, estrattp-.< 
dagli Annali deir Institute di Corr. Ardieol./ 1872. "Roma). 
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s it is evident that the site of the citadel of Tiryns 
er inhabited from the time of the capt ure of the 
the Argues (468 ice.) £0 about 1200 ,\.n. 
in the four shafts which I sank outside the citadel I 
fojtnd nothing but remains of Hellenic household vessel-,, 
wiicli, judging by the potsherds, I am inclined to attribute 
to the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th centuries ice. 1 am confirmed 
in this conjecture by quite a treasure of small Tirynthian 
copper coij^s, discovered some years ago at the foot of the 
citadel, and^evidently of the Macedonian time. These 
medals, which are of splendid workmanship, shoxfl%n one 
side the head o( A])ollo with a diadem, on the other a palm- 
tree with the legend T1PTNS. Thus there can be no 
epubr that the most ancient city of Tiryns was confined to 
The small space within the walls of the citadel, and that a 
new city, with the same name, was built outside of it some 
time after the capture by the Argives, and probably in the 
beginning of the 4th century n. c. This city seems to have 
extended especially to the east and still more to the north 
side of the citadel, where a number of its house-walls may 
be seen on the road to Mycenaa From the absence of 
pottery of a later period I conclude that the new town 
was already abandoned before the Roman rule in Greece. 
It seems to have been quite insignificant, for it is not 
mentioned by any ancient author. 

The Tirynthian archaic pottery is of precisely the same 
fabric, and has the same painted ornamentation, as the 
pottery of Mycenm. There are the same tripods, with from 
one to five perforations in eacli foot ; the same large vases, 
with perforated handles and holes in the rim of the bottom 
for suspension by a string; the same fantastically-shaped 
small vases, jugs, pots, dishes, and cups — all made on the 
potters wheel, and usually presenting, on a light red dead 
ground, the most varied painted ornamentation of a lively 
red colour, which seems to be quite indestructible ; for the 
thousands of potsherds with which the site of Mveeme is 
covered have lost nothing of their freshness of colour, 
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though they have been exposed for more than 2300 
to the sun and rain. 

I dug up at Tiryns a large quantity of fragments 
terra-cotta goblets, whllrh, like those found at Mycspav 
are $ff^white clay, and without any painted ornaments^* 
but they are not found beyond a depth of 8 feet below 
the surface. At a depth of from 8 to 10 feet I found only- 
goblets of a greenish or dark red colour. All of them 
have the form of the large modern Bordeaux wyie-glasses. 

All this splendid pottery denotes a high civilisation, such 
as the Uten who built the Cyclopean city walf^^m hardly 
have reached. Hence, all this beautiful potter^vas either 
imported, or (and this appears more likely) *if has been 
manufactured by the nation which succeeded the Cyclopean 
wall-builders, and to these latter must belong all the-hat^^ 
made monochromatic pottery which I found in oh 

and near the virgin soil. The colour of this pottery is t hat 


of the clay itself, which on the v ast majority of the smaller 
vases has been wrought by hand-polishing to a lustrous 
surface; nearly all the black vases have been hand-polished 
both on the inside and outside, and are very pretty. All 
the larger jars are bulky, as well as many of the other large 
vases; and many of them have on each side a very short 
handle placed horizontally, with a broad hole, which may 
have been used for suspension by a string. In this stratum 
I found neither cows nor female idols. Of this hand-made 
[lottery I have been fortunate enough to take out, besides 
hundreds of fragments, two entire vases, of which I give 
the drawings annexed (Nos. 13 and 14).*)* 

With regard to the chronology of the Tirynthian pot tery, 


m Such as the goblet represented on p. 70, No. 83. 
t To each object is attached a number denoting the exact depth in meters 
at which it was found ; so e.g. 3 V M. means meters ; each meter has 
about 3 feet. I call particular attention to this. I n order to retain the 
precision of these numbers, and to a void the labour and chance of 
error in converting them into feet and., inches, a comparative table of 
French and English measures is prefixed to the book. 
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PROBABLE DATE OF THE PO TTERY. 


if the date of about 1400-1200 n.c., generally attributed 
to the most ancient Attic vases, were correct, we might 
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perhaps assign a like date to the establishment in Ttryns of 
jhe second nation ; for to the same period must be ascribed 
the binl-1 leaded idol described above,* and a quantity of 
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No. 14. Terra-Cotta Vessel, from Tiryns. oi -M.) S»/e 2 : 3 about- 

fragments of very ancient painted vases with similar patterns. 
But for several reasons, which will hereafter be explained, 


* See p. 13, and the coloured Plate A. fig. c. 
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1 am unable to attribute these vases to a remoter age 
from 1000 to 800 icc., and I cannot therefore admit- rue 
settlement of the second nation at Tiryns to have taken 
plkee at an earlier epoch. It will probably for everj^main 
mere guesswork to what date belongs the stratum of hand- 
made pottery on and near the virgin soil; but if we suppose 
that the most ancient examples of this pottery are older, 
by 800 years, than the most ancient painted vases of t lie 
second nation, and that, consequently, the bidding of thijf 
Cycbpean walls of Tiryns was from 1 800^0 1600 ice., I" 
think we shall be very near the right date, cl have vainly 
endeavoured to recognise an affinity between the primitive 
Tirvnthian pottery and that of any one of the foujx pre- 
historic cities of Troy. After mature consideratioj^^Sjnd 
that there is no resemblance whatever, except in the f^^ets 
whose forn\is also 1'ound in the oldest prehistoric city on 
Mount Hissarlik. $ 

Not the least interesting object I discovered at Tiryj$j| 
was the skeleton of a man at a depth of 16A feet. The 
bones are partly petrified, but I attribute this merely to the 
nature of the soil in which the skeleton has been imbedded. 
Some of the bones had swollen considerably owing to the 
damp, and this may also be the case with the lower jaw- 
bone, which is enormously thick. Unfortunately 1 have 
been able to save only part of the skull. 

I have still to mention that in all the prehistoric strata* 
found very small knives of obsidian ; but, as before st^fecS 
no weapon or implement* of stone. Many small conical 
whorls of blue or green stone* were found in the strata 


* These are exactly like the whorls found at Myeenee. See No. 15. 
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nation second in succession, but only two very rude 
ones of baked c lay. 

Taking the average depth of the virgin soil in the upper 
and l$$ver citadels, as ascertained by my shafts, to be rr66 
feet, f "'find by accurate calculation, that, the quantity of 
(Ubris to be removed at Tiryns does not fall short of 
36,000 cubic metres. From this, however, are to be deducted 
the cubic contents of the Cyclopean house-walls, of the 
ftrurious water-conduits and of a couple of cisterns (only one 
of which, hqw^er, I have been able to find), on tlie fbuth 
side. T hope to accomplish this work some day, but. first 
of all I must: finish the much more important excavation 


in Acropolis of Myceine, and of the Treasury close to 
th<^^pns’ Gate, which I intend to commence forthwith. I 
krtfSPSh at, after Troy, I could not possibly render a greater 
^rvice to science than by excavating at Myceife ; because 
if, as is probable, tlie Cyclopean walls of its Acropolis 
iHl'ong to the same remote antiquity as the walls of Tiryns, 
the architecture of its Treasuries is at all events more 
modern, and there can be no doubt whatever that such 


was in general use in the time of Homer, who describes 
it by the phrase Oaka/xoi ttaroio XlOoio ( u chambers of 
polished stone ”). 

My esteemed friends, Professors Castorches, Phendikles, 
and Pappadakes return to-day to Athens. 


Note A. — " Hera Boons.” 

I extract the following from my Paper on Troy, read on the 241)1 of 
June 1875, before the Society of Antiquaries in London. 

It has been said by a great scholar, 1 that, whatever else the 
t Homeric epithet y\avK< 7 nnM may mean, it cannot mean owl headed, 
unless we suppose that Tip?/ fiiwnns was represented as a cow-headed 
monster. I found in my excavations at Troy three splendid cow- 
heads with long horns of terra-cotta and 1 believe them to be derived 
from Hera- idols, but I cannot prove it. But it is not difficult to 


* P rofesso r AT ax. M til lor, in ( i 1 r ‘ A ca< I ei ny, J Jan u a ry 1 o. 1874. 
- See * Troy amt its Remains,' j>. 294. 
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prove that, this goddess had originally a cow’s face, from which 
Homeric epithet [1 ocotus' w$s derived. When in the battle between the 
gods and the giants, the former took the ■■shape of animals, Hera took 
m form of a white cow, “ nivea Saturn ia vacua.’’ 1 We find a cow’s 
head on the coins of the island of Samos, which had the most fecient 
temple of Hera, and was celebrated for its worship of this goddess.* 2 
We further find the cow’s head on the coins of Messene, a Samian 
colony in Sicily.' 5 'flic relation of Hera to the row is further proved by 
the name Kvfiouu wliich was at once her epithet, 4 the name of one 
of her nurses/* the name of the island in which she was brought up/ 
and the name of the mountain at the foot of which hef most celebrated 
temple (the Mormon) was situated.* But in the name E vftota is contained 
the word /3ovs- Hera had in Corinth the epithet ftowa la* in which the word 
finr* is likewise contained. While cows were sacrificed to Hera/ The 
priestess rode in a car drawn by white bulls to the temple of the 
Argive Hera. 10 id, the daughter of Inachus, the first -king of Argos, 
was changed by Hera into a cow. 11 Id was priestess of Hera, 1 * 2 wd she 
is represented as the cow-goddess Hera. 13 Id’s cow-form is-.^|^her 
confirmed by vEschylus. 11 The Egyptian goddess Isis was bci|4l in 
Argos, and w*.s identified with the cow -shaped Id. ift Isis was repre- 
sented in Egypt as a female with cow-horns, like Id in Greece. 10 

The cow-shn ped Id was guarded, in Hera’s sacred grove at Mycenm lgj; v 
the hundred-eyed Argus, who was killed by Hermes, by order of Zeus f 
and Hera ne \ t persecuted Id l >y a gad lly, which forced her to wander 
from place to place. 17 Thus Prometheus says : u How should f not hear 
the daughter of Inachus, who is chased around by the gad lly?” But 
the wandering of Id is nothing else than the symbol of the moon, which 
restlessly moves in its orbit. This is also shown by the very name of Id 
( ’ho), which is derived from the root I (in a'ju, / ge). Even in classical 
antiquity Id was still frequently represented as a cow ; as at Amycke. ls 
lb continued to be the old name of the moon in the religious mysteries 


1 Ovid, . \t< Om. V. 3 go. - Mionmt, ‘ Dcscr. des Med. Ant.’ pi. i.\i. OV 

MiUiiii'cn, ‘ Anc. Coins of Greek Cities, 7 tab. ii. [ 2 . 

* Pau-auias, II. 22, i, 2. 

Pint. Ours!. Couvi ■ HI. 0, 2 ; Etyin. Mag. 38S, 56. 

Pint. I'r. Jhufol 3. 7 Pans. II. 1 7, 1. s Pans. II. 4, 7. 

:i P;uis. JY. 3, 4 ; IJc-yc!i. v. ayav xa\t£t Os. u ' Herod. 1 . 31. 

n I.'.H.ian, Aid\. 3 ; Uiod. Sic. I. 24, 2s ; Herod. H. 41. 

, I’.sch. Suppi. 299 ; Apojiud. It. T, 3 

KA.7}5ol , x« i/ ^Hpas (paoi dauaTfoi’ irore 
’la) ytvcrrQ ai r 'Apytia xQovi,— • 

n Oreuzcr, * SymbidiU,’ PI. V/b. 
n J'roun 573, sci p and Ilygin. Fab. 145. 

,r> Bind. Sic. /. 24, 25 ; ApoIIod. If. ig 3 ; Ilygin. 145. ,K Herod. II. 41, 

1 ' Ajioiiod. II. 1 , 3 ; T,schyl. Prom ., 5‘^5 • 7r ® s S’ou kAwo rrjs oUrTpo^ip-rfrov 
Kopijs T7jy* v ti/axdas. H Paus. III. l8, 13. 
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at Argos . 1 * * Apis, king of the Argive realm, was the son of Phoroneus, 
a lid thus the grandson of Iuachus, and the nephew of id. Eroni Apis, 
the Peloponnesus and alsoArgos were called ^//*./ ; after his death he 
was worshipped under the name Serapis. 47 ' According to another' 
tradition, Apis ceded his dominion in (ireecc to his brother, and 
becaiw' king of Egypt, where, as Serapis, he was worshipped in the 
siiape of a bull. /Esehylus makes 4 the wanderings of Id end in Egypt, 
where Jove restores her to her shape, and she bears Epapluis, another 
name for the bull-god Apis. 'Hie cow-horns of the Pelasgian moon- 
goddess lo, who became later the Argive Hera and is perfectly, 
identical with her, as well as the cow-horns of Isis, were derived from 
the symbolic hortis of the crescent representing the moon . 1 No doubt 
Id, the later Hera, had at an earlier age, besides her cow-horns, a cow’s 
face. Hera, under her old moon-name lo, had a celebrated temple on 
the site of Byzantium, which city was said to have been founded by her 
daughter Keroessa- i.e., “the horned." 5 * The crescent, which was in all 
antiquity and throughout the Middle Ages the symbol of Byzantium, 
and which is now the symbol of the Turkish empire, is a direct inherit- 
Byzantium’s mythical foundress, Keroessa, the daughter of 
the fuoon goddess Id (Hera) ; for it is certain that the Turks did not bring 
it with them from Asia, but found to already an emblem of Byzantium. 
Hera, Id, and Isis, must at all events be identical also with Demeter 
^lycalessia, who derived her epithet: “ the lowing,” from her cow -shape, 
and had her temple at Myralessus in Breotia. She had as door-' 
keeper Hercules, whose office it was to shut her sanctuary in the 
evening, and to open it again in the morning.*’ Thus his service is 
identical with that of Argus, who in the morning un fastens the cow- 
shaped Id, and fastens her again in the evening to the olive tree , 7 v, hich 
was in the sacred grove of Myceiue, (dose to the The Argive 

Hera had, as the symbol of fertility, a pomegranate, which, as well 
as the flowers with which her crown was ornamented, gave her a telluric 
character. !) 


1 Eustaili. <?/>. Dionys. Peri eg. 02. 94, ’la? yap *q rjaAr/i'?; i<ara r>;/' tw ’Apytiotv 
SiaAiKTov, on which Ilcyno, od Apollod. j>. Joo, savs : “ luissa MLSpicor noim-n hoc. 
caputque foniiitw cornutum syiuholum I am:e a pud A 1 gives anliquis>iimnn.’ ? Set* also 
jablonskv, Panth. II. p. 4 ft. 

v Apollod. 11 . 1, 1 ; Scliol. Eykophr. 177 ; Sc.hol. A’ '.oil. Rhoil. IV. 263 ; 
Steph. I \y/,. 

Eusub. Chron. Pars [. pp. 96, 127, 130, ed. Anchor : Augustin, de Chit. /A/, 
Will. 5. 

A Diod. Sic. I. H ; Pint, de Is. d Os. 52, compaie c. 39 ; Macmb. A'.zA I. 19 ; 
/Elian, Hist. A trim. X. 27. 

O. Muller, Dorieiy I. 1 21 ; Steph. Ely/.. s.v. Bufat-TifH'. 

<! Paus. IX. 19, 4. 7 Ovid. J/d>rni, 1 . 630. * Apollod. If. t, 3. 

!) Fanofka, 4 Argos Panoptes, 1 tab. ii. 4; Cadalvene, ‘ Keaieil d«* Med. Or.* Ph 
III. i ; Muller, 4 Denkmiiler,’ XXX. 132 ; Due de Pimies, 4 busies NiuuPmatv 
pp. 22 -25. 
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7 T gin the same way that in Huootia the epithet Mvcalessia, “ the lowing,” 
a -d^E&ation from //, vKuaOta , was given to Demeter, on account of her 
■ cowl jjgpfri, so iu the pla&^of Argos the |j|i : iie of Mi-Ki/rai, a derivative 
; |om the same verb, waa^pven to the 'city celebrated for the enluts 

df|Ieni, and this ran only be explained by her cow-form. I may here 
men tip n that was the name of the mount and prJfilflSntory 

.directly opposite to and in the imn^diate neighbourhood of the island 
of Samos, which was celebrated for the worslwp of Hera. > % 

In consideration of this long series of proofs, certainly no on^wvill 
for a moment doubt that Hera’s Homeric epithet fiaComs shows her to 
have been at one time represented with a cow’s facej%n the same way as * 
Athena’s Homeric epithet y\ttvK&jn^ shows this goddess to have once . 
been represented with ail owl’s face. Hut. in the history of these two 
epithets there are evidently three stages, in which they had different 
.significations. In the first stage the ideal conception and the naming of 
the goddesses took place, and in that: naming, as mv esteemed friend 
-Professor Max M idler rightly observed to me, the epithets were figurat ive 
or ideal, that is, natural. Hera (log -as deity of the moon,* would 
receive her epithet fittw—ts from the symbolic horns of the credent 
moon and its dark spots, which resemble a face with large eyes ; wlVust 
Athena, as goddess of the dawn, doubt less received the epithet yknvhwrns 
to indicate the light, of the opening day. 

;v in the second stage ot these epithets the deities were represented bj^ 
idols, in which the former figurative intention was forgotten, and the" 
epithets were materialised into a cow-face for Hera, and into an owl- 
face Jar Athena ; and 1 make bold to assert that it is not possible to 
describe such cow-faced or owl faced female figures by any other 
epithets than by /3oCo7tls and yAm >/<<?, tt<s\ The word rrpo'fro^rov for £ face,’ 

which is so often used in Homer, and is probably thousands of years 
older than the poet, is never found in compounds, whilst words with the 
stiliix -€i<V //9 refer to expression or likeness in general. M ims, if Hera 
had had the epithet: of ftooc&fa and Athena that of yXavKoa&tjs, we 
should have understood nothing else but that the former had the shape 
and form of a cow, and the latter that of an owl. 

To this second stage belong all the prehistoric ruins at Ilissarlik, 
Tiryns, and Mycerne. 

The third stage in the history of the two epithets is when, after Hera 
- and Athena had lost their cow and owl laces, and received the faces of 
women, and after the cow and the owl had become the attributes of 
-these deities, and had, as such, been placed at their side, /Souths and 
ykavKOimM continued to be used as epithets consecrated by the use of 
ages, and probably with the meaning “large-eyed,” and “owl-eyed.” 
gTo this third stage belong the Homeric rhapsodies. 
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CHAPTER IT 

TOPOGRAPHY OK MVCKNAl. 

GA'TF OF THE LK)NS AND TREASURY OF ATRKUS. 

The road from Argos to Myceme- The Plain of Argos : its rivers and ; 
hills, horses and vegetation - -Myth regarding its arid nature-- Swamps . 

in the southern part ; and fable of the Terruean hydra -Early sociaL 

development here- Legend of Phoroneu^- The Pelasgian Argosy.,. 
The Achaean states of Argos and Myceme -Situation of Mycehac^rA 
The Citade/*kiid its Cyclopean walls- The term defined^-* 4 Gate o& 
the Lions 'The postern gate - Cisterns Poetical confusion of >. 
Argos arid ‘Myceme. . 

flic Lower City : its house-walls, bridge, treasuries, and pottery— Its 
partially enclosing wall — The undefended suburb, and its large?. 

* In the background is the second peak of Mount Eubtea, 2065^, 
feet high, which rises immediately south of the Acropolis of My cense. A 
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buildings — Its extent- --The only two wells in Mycena? -- -Three 
Treasuries in the suburb - 'Treasuries in the Lower City I >est .riptlon 
of the “Treasury of Atreus ”■ I >od well’s Argument for regarding the 
building as a 'Treasury — Uniqueness of these structures- Kxcavation 
of the 1 'rea.sury by Veli Pasha.. 

Myeen/e, August ry, 1876. 

I arrived here on the 7th inst. by the same road which 
Pausanias * describes. The distance from Argos is only 
50 stadia , or 5*8 English miles.- Pausanias saw, on that 
side of Argos which looked toward Mycenae 'the temple of 
Liieina (EiXalQvi a), and next an altar of the Sun, which 
appears to have been on the bank of the Inachus. After 
having passed this river lie saw, to his right, the temple 
of the Mvsian Demeter, and further on to his left the 
mausoleum of Thyestes, the brother of Atreus and uncle 
of Agamemnon. This monument was crowned with a ram 
of stone, in ^commemoration of die adultery of Thyestes 
' with his brother’s wife. Still further on he saw, to his right, 
the temple (rjpcoov) of Perseus, the founder of Mycenm. 
But of all these monuments not a vestige now remains. 

The first river I passed, in coming from Argos, was the 
ancient XapaSpos, now called Rcma , an affluent of the 
Inachus, on the banks of wdiich, as Thucydides f informs 
us, the Argives were in the habit of holding a military 
court on the return of their armies from abroad, before 
allowing them to enter the city. Soon afterwards I passed 
the very wide bed of the famous river Inachus, now called 
Bonitza , which traverses the plain of Argos in its entire 
.length. The beds oflfeoth these rivers are dry except when 
heavy rain falls in the mountains; and this appears to have 
been the case also in the time of Pausanias, who says £ 
that he found the sources of the lu icluis on Mount Arte- 
misinin, but that: the quantity of water was very insigni- 
ficant and it only ran for a short distance. This seems to 

P II. 18. See the Sketch Map on p. 1. 
f V. 60. ;}: II. 25, 3. 
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prove beyond any doubt that the Arcadian mountains were 
then already as bare of trees as they are now. 

* mt 

Bur as the Inachus plays so important a part in the 
mythic legends of the Argolid, which make him the 
husband of Meleia and father of Phoroneus, the first king 
of Argos, and of the moon-goddess Id (the later 1 1 era), 
there can be no doubt that in prehistoric times the Inachus 
was a river of some consequence. This, however, seems to 
be only possible if we suppose the Arcadian mountains 
to have been at that time overgrown with forests. That 
the Inachus was once, and for ages, an abundant river, is 
proved also by the fact that the whole plain of Argos has 
been formed by the alluvia of its rivers, but principally by 
those of the Inachus. 

Further upon the road from Argos to Mycenae I 
passed another smaller river-bed, which seems to be the 
Cephisus mentioned by Pausanias. * In speaking of the 
rivers of the plain of Argos, I must further mention the 
two streams Elcutherion and Asterion, between which was 
situated the celebrated Ilenrum on the lower slope of 
Mount Eubma. Both are now dry and have no water 
except in heavy and long-continued rains, but they seem 
still in classical antiquity to have had an abundance of 
water all the year round, for the Eleutherion was the 
sacred water used in the religious ceremonies at the 
temple, whilst the water of the Asterion fed the asterion- 
plant (a kind of aster), sacred to Hera, from the leaves of 
which wreaths and festoons were made for the goddess. 
The very name also of Mount ftubera seems to indicate 
that it was once a rich pasture ground, whilst now it is as 
completely barren of all vegetation as are the beds and 
banks of the two rivers. 

The plain of Argos is enclosed on the west and north 

* II. 15, 5; the lesser streams are not shown on the 

Sketch Map, p. 1. 
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by the highlands of Artemisium, oil the east by those of 
Araclmamn. From the former several parallel ridges of 
hills advance for some distance into the plain ; the most 
northerly of them is Mount Lycone, which terminates in 
Mount Larissa, 900 feet high, with the Acropolis of Argos, 
the city itself being situated at the foot of the '-mount, in 
tlie plain. The second ridge is the Chaon, at the foot of 
which the river Erasmus issues in a copious stream and 
falls into the Argoiic Gulf, t urning many mills. c This river 
was in all antiquity considered to be identical with the 
Stymphalus, which disappears by two subterranean chan- 
nels under Mount Apelauron in Arcadia. The third 
parallel ridge is the Pontinus. On the east side much 
smaller and more detached hills slope gently into the plain. 
To the north the mountains are very rough and abrupt. 
On the north and south-east of the Acropolis of Mycenae, 
are the two higfiest peaks of Mount Euboea the northern 
one, which is crowned with an open chapel of the pro- 
phet Elias, is 2500 feet high. 

In all antiquity the plain of Argos was celebratec| for 
t he breeding of horses, and Homer, f seven times iff the 
'Iliad, praises its splendid horse-pasture grounds by the 
epithet “ iTTTrofioTos” 

Owing to the great dryness of the land, wine and cotton 
can now be grown only in the fertile lower plain, and a 
little corn and tobacco is all that can be produced in the 
highlands. Even as late as the Greek war of indepen- 
dence (1821) there must have been much more moisture 
here, because at that tii^pEll'e whole plain, and even a large 
portion of the highlands,' were thickly planted with mul- 


The accuracy of this name is confirmed by Pausanias, II. 17, § 2. 
t //. 11 . 287, ill. 75 and .25S, YL 152, IX. 246, XV. 30, and 
XIX, 329. Comp. llorat. Car /// . f. 7. 8, 9: 

** PinriiLMi.-; in [unniiis honorem 
Apt urn dicta Aiajos. ililcsquc \Iyren.T-C* 
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berry, orange, and olive trees, which have now altogether 
disappeared. 

The epithet tto \ v 8 l ^ loi / 9 u very thirsty," which Ilomer 
giv es to the plain of Argos, agrees perfectly with its present 
condition, and also with the myth told by Pausanias : * 
44 Poseidon and Hera disputed about the possession of the 
land (the plain of Argos), and Phoroncus, son of the river 
Inachus, Cephisus, Asterion, and Inachus himself, had to 
decide; they adjudged the plain to Ilera, whereupon 
Poseidon made the waters disappear. lienee neither 
Inachus nor any other of the aforesaid rivers have any 
water, except when Jove sends rain (Zevs vet) ; in summer 
all the rivers are dry except tile (springs of) LcrnaA The 
epithet 7ro\v8i\jnov, however, does not agree with the 
passage already cited from Aristotle,'!' which asserts that 
at the time of the war of Troy the land of Argos was 
swampy, whilst that of Mycenae was good. 

The most southern part of the plain of Argos has at all 
times had a great abundance of water, bur with little or no 
profy: to agriculture; for the sea-shore is lined with vast 
and -almost impassable swamps, and the river Erasmus, 
which pours down from Mount Cliaon, soon empties itself 
into the Gulf of Nauplia. Further, the springs at the foot 
of Mount Pontinus form the famous swamps of Lerna, 
where I Iercules is fabled to have killed the Hydra. Pro- 
bably this myth is the symbolic account of an attempt 
once made to drain the swamps and to convert them into 
arable land. 

Owing to its exuberant fert{I|^| and exceptional situa- 
tion on the splendid gulf, this plain has been the natural 
centre and the point of departure for the whole political 
and social development of the country, and for this reason 
it deserves the appellation “ ancient Argos.” ! Here Pho- 
roneus, son of the river Inachus and the nymph Meleia, 


* n- T 5- 


t Met core/, i. 14. 


J Soph. Elect ya^ 4. 
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was said, with his wife Niobe, to have first united the in- 
habitants, who till then had lived dispersed, into one 
community, and to have founded a city which he called 
Ac rrv <f)()pci)vu<6v* * * § which was renamed by his grandson 
Argos, and became the centre of a powerful Pelasgic state.} 
Indisputable proofs of this Pelasgic settlement arc found in 
both the names Argos and Larissa, which are Pelasgic, 
the former meaning “ plain/’ the latter u fortress ” ; further, 
in the myth of the ancient Pelasgic moon and cow-goddess 
Id, who, as has been said above, was fabled to have been 
born here, her father being the river Inachus. The 
Pelasgic state comes afterwards under the dominion of the 
Pdopids, under whom the country is divided into two 
states, as we find it still in the Iliad; the northern part, 
with the capital Mycenae, being under the sceptre of 
Agamenfnon ; the southern, with Argos as its capital, 
under the dominion of Diomeues, who was, however, only 
a vassal of the former. At all events, at the time of the 
invasion of the Peloponnesus by the Dorians, Argos was 
the mightiest state in the peninsula, and thus tradition 
allots it to the Ileraclid Temcnus, the firstborn son of 
Aristomachus. 

The situation of Myccnai is beautifully described by 
Homer,}' “ In the depth of tl» c horse-feeding Argos/’ 
because it lies in the north corner of the plain of Argos, 
in a recess between the two majestic peaks of Mount 
Euboea, whence it: commanded the upper part of the great 
plain and the important narrow pass, by which the roads 
lead to Phliiis, Cleon#,- and Corinth. The Acropolis 
occupied a strong rocky height, which projects from the 
foot of the mountain behind it in the form of an irregular 
triangle sloping to the \vest.§ Tin cliff' overhangs a 

* Pans. II. 35, 5 ; comp. Plato, Tiuucus, 

t Comp. /Fscbvl. SupfiL 250. 

;|; (),/. Ilf. 2 (> v A/>ycos imroBoTuio.” 

§ See the large Plate II. arid Plan B of the Acropolis. 
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(Iccj) gorge, which protects the whole south flank of the 
citadel. Through the abyss below winds the bed of a torrent 
usually almost dry, because it has no other water than that 
of the copious fountain Perseia, which is about half a mile 
to the north-east of the fortress. This gorge extends first 
from east to west, and afterwards in a south-westerly direc- 
tion. The cliff also falls off precipitously on the north side 
into a glen, which stretches in a straight line from east to 
west. Between these two gorges extended the lower city. 
The cliff of the citadel is also more or less steep on the 
east and west side, where it forms six natural or artificial 
terraces. 

The Acropolis is surrounded by Cyclopean walls, from 
13 to 35 feet high, and on an average 16 feet thick. 
Their entire circuit still exists, but they have evidently been 
much higher. They are of beautiful hard breccia, with wh ich 
the neighbouring mountains abound. They follow the 
sinuosities of the rock, and show three different kinds of 
architecture. .By far the greater portion of them is built 
exactly like the walls of Tiryns, although, not so massively ; 
and as this kind of architecture is generally thought to be the 
most ancient, I h ave marked it on the adjoining cut (No. 17) 



No. 1 7. Wall* of the First -.Period. 


with the words, ‘".Walls of the first period.” A large piece 
of the western wall i have marker! on the accompanying cut 
(No. i<S) as “ Walls of the second period,” because it consists 
of polygons, fitted together with great art, so that, in spite 
of the infinite variety of the joints, they" formed as it were 
one solidly" united and neat, wall, as if of rock ; and this 
sort of building, which can be seen in so many’ places in 
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Greece and Southern Italy, is universally acknowledged to 
be generally of a later period than the former. I have 



No. iff Walls of the Second Period. 


w .... . . . 

marked here (No. 19) as ‘‘Walls of the third period” those 
walls to the right and left, of the great gate, which consist 
of almost quadrangular blocks arranged in horizontal layers ; 
but their joints are not always vertical and they present 
lines more, or Iqss oblique. < * 



I have made this division into three periods merely to 
point out the different, architecture of the walls, and with 
no intention of maintaining that the one must be more 
ancient than the other. On the contrary, after mature 
consideration, 1 cannot think that the one kind of wall 
should be considered older than the other, for, after the 
circuit walls had once been built of rough stones of enor- 
mous size, it is hardly possible that in after times part of 
them should -have been destroyed in order to replace them 
by walls of another type. Or if part of the primitive walls 
had been razed by an enemy, there could have been no 
reason why they should not be restored in the same style, 
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which was, ^uite as solid as the other, and was besides much 
cheaper afttj. easier, because only the wall could have 
been destroyed, but not the stones, which lay ready to be 
put up again. It appears also to have been the custom of 
the primitive builders to pay a little more attention to sym- 
metry 1 and regularity in the more monumental portions of 
"their work. I conclude, therefore, that the three kinds 
of architecture existed simultaneously in that remote age 
of . antiquity when the walls of Myceme were built, but 
that in later times the style of architecture marked as of 
the “first: period” went out of fashion, and the two other 
modes ‘of building alone remained in use. Walls of poly-'* 
sonal blocks continued in use in Greece until the time 
of the Macedonian dominion ; a proof of which is seen, 
for* instance, in the masonry of the sepulchres at the Hagia 
Trias in Athens, as well as the fortifications' on the island 
of Sakimts, of which we know with certainty that they 
were erected in the fourth or fifth century, Within 

the last sixteen years vyalls of polygonal blocks have come 
extensively into usd* in Sweden and Norway, particularly 
for the substructions of railway bridges. 

The first western terrace is bordered on its east side, for 
a distance of 166 feet, by a Cyclopean wall 30 feet high, 
which is crowned by the ruins of a tower, and runs parallel 
with the great circuit wall ; it is no doubt part of a second 
enclosure. f Remnants of other enclosures are visible a little 
higher up the mount to the left, as well as on the eastern 
side. A second interior tower appears to have stood at the 
south-western corner of the summit/ 

Near the north-western, corner the circuit wall is tra- 
versed by an ogive-like passage 16.V feet long, like those 
of Tiryns (see No. 20). Traces of Cyclopean house-walls 

* See Emile Burnout, 1 La Ville et l’Acropole if Athene s.’ 

t A good view of this wonderful wall is seen in the background ot 
Plate VI., which represents the idmography of the tombs discovered 
in the Acropolis. (See Chap. V.) 
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and foundations can be seen on all but the first eastern 
and western terraces. , 


N>i- t‘) r Kntnmee to the ogive-like Gallery in t f it. 

Walls ol the ( it:uh. l of Myccua,'. 

Notwithstanding the reifiote antiquity of Mycenax 
.its ruins are in a far better state of preservation than 
fptho.se of any of the Greek cities which Pausanias saw in a 
flourishing condition, and whose sumptuous monuments 
he describe^ (about 170 a.u.) ; and, owing to its distant 
and secluded position, and to the rudeness, magnitude, and 
solidity of tht ruins, it is hardly possible to think that any 
change can Have taken .place in the general aspect of 
Mycena.' since it was seen by Pausanias. 
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No ui. Gate of the Lion-;. 


In the north-western corner of she circuit-wall is the 
great “ I .ions’ Gate,” of beautiful hard breccia.* The open- 
ing, which widens from the top downwards, is to ft. 8 in. 


* See Plan B., Plate III., and Nos. 21, 22 (p. 34). 
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high, and its width is 9 ft. 6 in. at the top, and 10 ft. 
3 in. below. In the lintel (15 feet long and 8 feet broad) 
are round holes, 6 indies deep, for the hinges, and in the 
two uprights, which it roofs over, arc four quadrangular 
holes for the bolts. Over the lintel of the gate is a trian- 
gular gap in the masonry of the wall, formed by an oblique 
approximation of the side courses of stone. The object of 
this was to keep off the pressure of the superincumbent 
wall from the Hat lintel. 

This niche is filled up by a triangular slab of the same 
beautiful breccia of which the gateway and the walls con- 
si, sl' : it is io feet high, 12 feet long at the base, and 2 feet 
thic k. On the face of the slab are represented in relief two 
lions, standing opposite to each other on their long out- 
stretched hind-legs, and resting with their fore-paws on 
either side of 1 lie top of an aftar, on the midst: of which 
stands a column with a capital formed of four circles 
enclosed between two horizontal fillets. The general belief 
that the heads of the lions are broken ojf is wrong, for 
on close examination I find that they were not cut out 
of the same stone together with the animals, but that 
they were made separately and fastened on the bodies 
with bolts. The straight . cuts and the borings in the 
necks of the animals can leave no doubt as to this fact. 
Owing to the narrowness of the space, the heads could 
only have been very small, and they must have been 
protrading and facing the spectator. I feel inclined to 
believe that they were of bronze and gilded. The tails 
of the lions are not broad and bushy, but narrow, like 
those which are seen in the most ancient sculptures of 

Ugypt. 

It is universally believed that this sculpture represents 
some symbol, but many different conjectures have been made 
as to its meaning. One thinks that the column alludes to 
the solar worship of the Persians; another believes that it is 
the symbol of the holy lire, and a pyratheiou or lire altar, of 


n 
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which the lions arc the guardians; a third conjectures that: 
it represents Apollo Agyieus, that is, the “guardian of the 
gateway.” I am of this last opinion, and firmly believe 
that it is this Aerv satfle symbol of that god which Sopho- 
cles makes Orestes and Plectra invoke when they enter 
their fathers house.* As to the two lions, the expla- 
nation is still more simple. Pelops, son of the Phrygian 
king Tantalus, f migrated hither from Phrygia, where the 
mother of the gods, Rhea, whose sacred animal is the lion, 
had a celebrated worship. Most probably, therefore, Pelops 



No. 2 - 2 . Plan of the (late of Lion -a 

«••') W.di of Acropolis on E. side. {£} Pace of projecting masonry on W\ side, 
p) Gateway and Cill. id) Inner Gateway. 


brought with him the cultus of the patron deity of Ins 
mother^country, and made her sacred animal the symbol of 
the Pelopids. /Eschylus compares Agamemnon himself 
to a lion; J he also compares Agamemnon with v'Kgisthus 
as a lion with a \volf.§ Urns here above the gate the two 
lions, either as the sacred animals of Rhea or as the symbol 

* Soph. Ekctra , 1^74. 

+ Sc hoi. Kurip. Ores/. 5 ; Apollod. in, 5, 6; Soph. Anti*. StS. 

X A^dilL 1259: Xeni'ras c r ytvoTs a tt ov a (a . § A^liU. 125S. 
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of the powerful dynasty of the Pelopids, have been united 
to rite symbol of Apollo Agyieus, the guardian of the gate- 
way. To the left of the 
sculpture of the lions is a 
large quadrangular window 
in the wall. 

The great gate stands at 
right angles to the adjoining 
wall of thti citadel, and is 
approached by a passage, 

So feet long and ao feet to* i<ci.t ami 1 , at n,»«* r iv^or 

° th.; t , st,C ||| I ."Ml 

wide, formed by that wall 

and by another exterior wall, which runs nearly parallel to 
it, and which forms part of a large quadrangular* tower 
erected for the defence of the 
entrance.* Within these walls the 
enemy could advance only with a 
small front of perhaps seven men, 
exposed on three sides to the arrows 
and stones of the defenders. A 
zigzag road on immense Cyclopean 
substructions, now covered with 
large blocks which have fallen 
from the wall, led up to the 
entrance of the gateway. Leake 
rightly says that the early citadel 
builders bestowed greater labour 
than their successors on the ap- 1 ] 
proaches to the gates, and de- 
vised various modes of protract- So. - j. I k-v.uion .mil I’i.m *.>f 1 1 1 o 

1 I ’upturn Gale- 

ing the defence of the interior by 

numerous enclosures and by intricacy of communication. 

The postern-gate consists likewise of three large slabs, 

Eor an .account of the discovery of the ground plan of the I .ions’ 
Gale and its enormous threshold* see Chapter V. 

t See Elan O, and the cut No. 2$. 
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namely, two uprights and the lintel by which these are 
roofed. The opening of this gateway likewise widens frdnj 
the top downward; at the top it is 5 ft. 4 in. wide and 
5 ft. 11 in. at the bottom. On the lintel stands a triangular 
slab, inclusive of which the gate is 14 feet high. The 
grooves for the bolts in the jambs of the door are square 
and of large dimensions. The situation of this gate is not 
very favourable, because the enemies who attacked it would 
have their left arm, which was guarded by the shield, on 
the side of the Acropolis. On the slope on the west side- 
are several subterranean cisterns. 

According to Plutarch, the first name of the mount of 
the citadel was Argion.* It is significant that it is never men- 
tioned by ancient authors under the appellation of “ acro- 
polis.” Sophocles {Electro) calls it Sw/xa IIcXothSmv or ‘ resi- 
dence of the Pelopids,’ also ovpavux revyij, * heavenly walls ’ 
Euripides y also calls it, “stone Cyclopean heavenly walls,” 
and further ^ “Cyclopean heavenly walls,” and this must 
refer to the hugeness of the walls and towers. Strabo § 
justly observes that, on account of the close vicinity 
of Argos and Mycenae, the tragic poets have made a 
confusion regarding their names, continually substituting 
the one for the other. But this is to be excused, because 
in antiquity travelling was both difficult and very unsafe. 
Besides, people were not archa-ologists, and though every 
one took the very deepest interest in the ancient history of 
Greece, no one cared to submit to the trouble and hardship, 
or to incur the danger, of visiting even the places which 
had been the scene of his country’s most glorious actions. 
This could not possibly" be better proved than by the fact 
that no ancient author mentions die reconstruction of 
Mycenai after its capture and destruction in 468 is.c. 


/V To "Apyiov opt>s» De Fluv, 1 S , 7. 

'f* J'rodiL r c88, rcr^v/ A uiva KVK\t»7riu o vpana, 
;j; Elcttra ; 1 158, kvkXu-ttcim oipdvia re 1^77. 


§ VIII. p. 377 - 
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IJomer himself is seemingly guilly of making a con- 
fusion regarding the names of Argos and Mycciuc, because 
fie puts into the mouth of Agamemnon the words concerning 
Chryseis : 

“ Her f release not, till her youth he fled ; 

Within my walls, in Argos, far from home, 

Her lot is cast, domestic cares to ply, 

And share a master’s bed . . Lord Dkruv,/* * * § 

.# 

Bnt by the name Argos Ilomer understands here the 
Argolid territory and perhaps the whole Peloponnesus; a 
sense of which another passage can leave no doubt :f 

“ O’er all the Argive coast and neighbouring isles to reign.” 


The same may be the case, more or less, with the later 
tragic poets, and at all even ks it must he so with .Euripides, 
liccause he knew Mycenae too well to mistake it for Argos. 
Tints he calls MycenmJ “the altars of the Cyclopes;” 
“ the Cyclopean Mycenae and “the handiwork of the 
Cyclopes ” : — j| 

“ Do you call the city of Perseus the handiwork of the Cyclopes ?” 

In other passages he says, “ O Cyclopean houses, O 
my country, O my dear Mycenae!”^]" Again, “Standing 


* /Had, L 29-31 : 

T)}V 5 ’ OU Al'tTCU TTpLV fill' KCT.l y VpUS c TttUTLV 

ijuETipq} evl a ik w, tv ri]AoOi Trdrprjs, 

larbv lmn-)(i>bdvT\v Ka\ tpuhv Aex oy avTidwtrav. 

t fluid, II. 108: iruAXytriv v^aviai koi v ApjFt iravrl dvdtftreiv. 

j. Jp/tigmia in Aulidc , 152 : Kvicktimtov Oufil >W. 

§ find. 265 : y\vK?jitu Kvtc\o>7nat. 

|| find. 1500-1501 : 

icaAcTs TrdXicrfta fleptreoK, 

Ktfi(Awrrlti)v irdvov X*PP V • 

H I phi*. Taur. 845 : 

hu/f/\co7r/8cs earlat, 3 irdrpiv y 
Mvtn'iva cfnAa. 
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* TO 1*0 GRAF II Y OF MYCEN/E. 

on (or (it) tfie stohlFsteps, the herald calls aloud * To the 
Agora , to the Agora, ye people of Mycenae, to see the 
portents and the terrific signs of the blessed kings.’"* 
Again, “ O mother-country, () Pelasgia, O my home, 
MycenaCy Again, u Dear ladies of Mycerur, first in 
rank in the Pelasgic settlement of the ArgivesAJ Again, 
U I will go to Mv cento ; crow-bars and pickaxes will I 
take to destroy with twisted-iron the town, the foun- 
dations of the Cyclopes, which arc well fitted together 
with the chisel and the purple ruk\”§ 

This description can only refer to Cyclopean walls 
composed of well-fitted polygons, such as we see in the 
western part of the great circuit walls.!) Besides Puripides 
knew accurately that the Agora, with the Royal sepulchres, 
was in the Acropolis; and thus it appears certain that 
Puripides visited Mycena\ and that the grand Cyclopean 
walls of the Acropolis, as well as the sacred enclosure of the 
circular Agora, with the mysterious tombs of the most: 
glorious heroes of antiquity, made a profound impression 
upon him, for otherwise we cannot explain his so oiten 


: Elufra, 710 : 

TTeTpll'OlS T e 7 rt<TT«S 
K&pv£ id^ei fidOpms, 
ayopdty ayopau, Mump 'cuoi 
<rTei'x eTe > uaKapicov o\ pnjULtv 01 rvpdvi’wv 

<j)d(Tf.Lara, Sel^ara. 

j* Ipinyrnia in An tide , 1498-1499: 

loo yd fia-rcp w TJeAaayta, 

Mvicrjvaiai t ’ cjuat dcpdnrai. 

;}; Ora/a, 1246 -1247 : 

Mvfrrjidoe? 62 
rd TrpuTa Kara ricAct- 

ay by s J A pyelm\ 

§ liar u la E/my/s, 974- 944 : 

irpby rds Mu Kip' as eif.a hdpvcrOixi xpt&v 
juoxAows $z/c<'AAas 6 \ as ra tcvK\dntwr fidtipu 
< pinrtKi Kavdvi kui rvKm v 7 fpfionfjLcva 
(TTptTtTtp (Xlfiripcp (TVVTpiatuduTui voKtv. 


|| See Flute IF 
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speaking of the gigantic Cyclopean wiHfe, describing also 
their structure and mentioning even the Agora situated 
in the Acropolis (see Chapter V.). 

Seneca says of the walls of Mycenae : 

“ majus mihi 

Helium Mvcenis rcstat, ut cyclopea 
E versa manibus saxa nostra concidant. 

and again — 

^ “ cerno Cyclopum sacras 

Turres, labore majus humane decus.” 

and in another passage * 

u mixes ad Ithaca.', sure saxa sic properat, quemadmodum 
Agamemnon ad Myceiiaruin nobiles mures.” 

Over the space of about a square mile to the west- 
south-west and south of this Acropolis, and exactly between 
the aforesaid deep ravines, extended the Lower Cityvf the 
site of which is distinctly marked by the remnants of 
numerous Cyclopean substructions of houses, by a Cy- 
clopean bridge, by five Treasuries, and finally by the frag- 
ments of beautifully painted archaic pottery with which 
the ground is strewn. The site of the lower town is tra- 
versed in its whole length by a ridge, which to the right falls 
off gradually into the plain, and to the left more steeply' into 
the deep ravine, which issues from between the south end 
of the citadel-cliff and the second peak of Mount Euboea. 
The summit of this ridge has evidently been artificially 
levelled for two purposes; firstly, for the principal street of 
the town, which commenced at the Lions' Gate and ended 
at the Cyclopean bridge, an engraving of which forms 
the vignette to this chapter g and secondly, for the city 
wall, which ran to the right of the street as far as the 
same bridge, and undoubtedly" united it with the Acropolis 
at its north-west corner, near the Lions’ Gate. 

* Ephtul. Moi\ 66, 26. I See Plan 1 ). See No. 16, p. 23. 
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Another brazil of this wall .extended all along the 
western bank of tlxe torrent which the bridge spanned, 
and doubtless connected the latter with the south-western 
corner of the Acropolis. Of both branches of this wall 
very numerous traces remain, though with difficulty per- 
ceptible. Thus a part of the lower town, but scarcely one- 
third of it, was enclosed by a circuit wall. This was very 
insignificant, because its thick#.ss on the ridge is only 
6 feet, and it is still less on the bank of the torrent ; so 
that it cannot have been high, and it was probably intended 
only to impart greater strength to the great Cyclopean 
walls of the Acropolis, and to prevent the Lions’ Gate 
leading directly into the open country. After carefully 
examining the remnants of this city wall in numerous 
places, I see, in consideration of its weakness, no reasonable 
ground to object to regarding it as of later date than the 
walls of the citadel. 

The remaining part of the town has been, as the rem- 
nants of the house-walls show, a vast and well-built suburb, 
whence, when attacked by the enemy against whom their 
own means of defence were insufficient, the inhabitants 
could retire into the fortified part of the city and into the 
citadel. Some of the buildings of this suburb are very 
large, and show a most splendid Cyclopean masonry. 1 
call particular attention to the vast building on the very 
bank of the deep glen in a westerly direction from the 
Lions’ Gate, of which all the four walls are still v isible. It 
is 93 feet long and 6o feet broad, and may hav e been a 
temple. I call attention also to the foundations of a large 
Cyclopean building, perhaps a temple, on the crest of a 
hill S.S.W. of the Acropolis and north of the village of 
Charvati. This hill appears to have been at the extremity 
of the suburb in this direction, for the Mycenean foot- 
sherds cease beyond it. I found there two well-polished 
axes of diorite. 

In two glens in the immediate vicinity of this hill are 
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the only two 'wells' of., Mycenae., The^ruins of Cyclopean 
buildings. -close to them, and the Mycenean potsherds which 
extend beyond them, can leave no doubt, that both wells 
were within the suburb. Strange to say, Professor E. 
Curtius has thought the ancient quarry of Charvati to be 
ruins of the city wall, and he has therefore put this village 
on his map still within the site of Mycenae; but this is a 
great mistake ; the cityjfjiever extended so far. 

But nqyt all the Cyclopean walls in the suburb are 
house-walls, for many of them are only intended for the 
support of the terraces. 

Much more interesting than all the other buildings in 
the suburb are the “Treasuries,” which, owing to their 
great resemblance to ovens, are now called <f>ovpvoL by the 
■country people. One of them is just without the line of 
the town wall, on the slope of the hill near the Gate of the 
Lions. The doorway is visible, but it is nearly buried; the 
entrance is roofed with three lame thick slabs ; and the 

o 

length of the passage is 18 feet, its width 7 ft. 9 in. Only 
a small part of the lower circular wall of the dome-shaped 
building can now be seen, the upper part having fallen in, 
probably ages ago.* 

Descending the slope in a south-westerly direction, we 
come to a smaller Treasury, the entrance passage of which 
is 1 5 feet long, and likewise roofed with three large 
slabs. The width of the door is 7.V feet; part of the lower 
circular wall of the domc-like building is here also above 
ground, and shows at the height of the top of the entrance 
a diameter of 25 feet; so that the diameter on the ground 
floor may be- 32 feet. Turning thence to the south, and 
ascending the slope, we come, near the crest of the ridge, 
to a third Treasury, of wdiicti only the entrance passage 
remains. This is 20 feet long, and only 5 ft. 3 in. broad ; 
and is rooted by five large slabs. 

■■ All these Treasuries are indicated on Plan I). 
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The whole site of the vast suburb being on slopes, and 
having been but scantily inhabited, on account of its 
vast extent, the accumulation of dibris is everywhere snfall, 
and seldom exceeds a foot and a half in depth. A much 
greater accumulation is found only on the terraces imme- 
diately to the west and north-west of the Lions’ (Late. 

Though the site of the enclosed city is also on slopes, 
yet, as it is but small and must at all times have been more 
densely inhabited, the accumulation of debris vs in general 
more considerable there, and particularly on the western 
and south-western side of the Acropolis. But at points 
more distant from the Acropolis, and particularly on the 
steeper slopes whence the remains of houses have been 
washed away by the rains, the accumulation does not exceed 
the quantity general in the suburb. It deserves particular 
attention that, except close to the western circuit-wall of 
the citadel, the site of the enclosed city shows far less of 
Cyclopean substructions or remnants of house-wahs ; than 
the suburb; but immediately beyond the Cyclopean 'bridge 
on the opposite bank of the ravine are the ruins of two 
vast buildings which may have been forts and may have 
served for the defence of the bridge. 1 may here mention 
that traces of the ancient Cyclopean highway from Myccnm 
to Tiryns are still visible for some distance beyond the 
bridge. 

On the site of the enclosed city are the two largest 
Treasuries. One of these is the famous Treasury which 
tradition attributes to Atreus. The other, which is close to 
the Lions’ Gate, appears to have been entirely under ground, 
and was therefore unknown in historical times ; the upper 
part of its dome has fallen in, but I have not been able to 
ascertain whether, as some of the inhabitants of the Argolid 
affirm, this has occurred accidentally, or whether, as others 
maintain, it is the sacrilegious work of Veli Pasha, the son 
of the notorious A I i Pasha, who towards the end of 1820 
'attempted to force an entrance this way, but was pre- 
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vented b) r the outbreak of the Greek revolution front pro- 
ceeding much further. 

The ‘‘ Treasury of Atreus,” which - is about 400 yar^s 
further south, was entirely subterranean, being constructed 
under the eastern slope of the ridge which traverses the 
city, and towards the ravine of the same torrent Which 
passes the south side of the cliff of the citadel. On the 
slope below the Treasury is a large platform of Cyclopean 
masonry, from which the dromos, or approach — 20 ft. 7 in. 
broad, and lined with walls of wrought stones — leads to the 
doorway of the building, which is 8 ft. 6 in. wide at the 
top and 9 ft. 2 in. at the bottom. Its height is 18 feet : it 
is roofed by two enormous slabs, beautifully cut and polished, 
of which the inner one measures 3 ft. 9 in. in thickness, and 
272 feet in length on its lower and 29 feet on its upper 
surface; its breadth is 17 fect 4 and it is computed that it 
weighs approximately 300,000 English pounds* 

The great chamber, which resembles a dome or a vast 
bee-hive, is 50 feet high and 50 feet in diameter. It is 
built of well-wrought blocks of hard breccia, placed in 
regular layers, and joined with the greatest precision without 
any binding material. The stones, which on the inside are 
smooth and well-fitted, are on the outside very irregular, 
and, contrary to the general belief, they are not immediately 
covered with earth, but with enormous masses of stone, which, 
by their ponderous weight, keep all the stones of the- circular 
layers of masonry in their position. Thus the principle of 
tliis construction is, as Colonel Leake justly remarks, that 
of an arch-shaped wall resisting a great superincumbent 
weight, and deriving its strength and coherence from the 
weight itself. The same idea, which suggested the circular 
shape to the Cyclopean architect, induced him also to curve 
the sides vertically, as the^fi^erived from that form an addi- 
tional power of resistance to the lateral pressure. 


* See Plate IV., “Treasury of Atreus.” 
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The blocks of the lower courses arc i ft. to in. high 
and from 4 to 7 ft. long ; but towards the top of the dome 
tsjp* courses become gradually narrower. The floor of the 
Y&M chamber, which is entirely excavated, is the natural 
rock. A number of large stones, which have remained in 
the Treasury, make on travellers the erroneous impression 
that there is still a great deal of debris left. 

From the fourth course of stones upwards there are 
visible in each stone two bored holes, and in *nany of these 
can still be seen remnants of bronze nails which, according 
to Sir W. Gell (“Argolis”), contain 88 per cent, of copper 
and 12 per cent, of tin. These nails, of which several have 
been found entire, had broad flat heads, and they can have 
had no other purpose than to retain the bronze plates, 
with which the whole interior was once decorated. We 
know by the testimony of the ancient authors that the 
Greeks in a remote antiquity ornamented their buildings 
in this manner, because in no other way can we explain 
the bronze houses and chambers which thev mention.* 

Thus we read in Homer ( Od. VII. 84-87) : 

"Clfpre yap -JjeA iav aiyX'f] ircXcv i}\ tTf AvVtjx, 

Atofia icaO' fnj/epfipfs fj.cyaX7)Topos ’AA Jtu'ooio, 

Xd^ncoi pev yap toi^oi cp-tjpcSas’ cvOa ko. 1 ipda, 
i. fxvxvv *£ ovdov" ircpl de Optyicbs Kudvoio. 

Pike the sun or the moon beam in bright splendour, so beamed the high palace of 
the magnanimous Alcinoiis ; for the brazed walls extended from the threshold of the 
gate to the innermost part of the building ; their entablature was of blue steel.” 

Further the palaces of the immortal gods on Olympus must have 
been thought to be also ornamented with brazen plates, because Homer 
says {Iliad, I. 426): Atos ttotl ^aA/co/forc; “To the brazen house 
of Jove.” 

We also read in Pausanias (II. 23) ; 

^ A A Act St icrjkv ’A pyelois Ocas &^ia * k ardyat^pln o S 6ftr\ p a , eV avrb St rfv & %a A ko vs 
Q aXapo'i, %v ’AKpuTtds ttotc tppovpav rr/s Ouyarpbs nr/nAaoi Sc KaOtiXcv avrbv 

rvpavi'r}(ra$ :it 'rovrd -t c oOu rb oiKoSdpnpd ctrn. “In Argos there are still other 
remarkable objects : a subterranean vault, over which was the brazen chamber which 
Acrisius made for his daughter (L)anaeh) prison; it was destroyed under the 
dominion of Pwrilaus, but the building still exists.” 



45 


,876.] TREASURY AT ORCHOMENUS. 

The only other example extant opwalls which had once 
this kind of xfeeoration is presented by the Treasury of 
MinyaS; in Orcfcomenus, which is built of beautiful wh^| 
marble, but shows in other respects the very greatest 
resemblance to the Treasury of Atreus. It is constructed 
on the same principle, and appears to be of the saro& age 
and to have been erected for the same purpose. Each 
stone of this treasury likewise shows two or more holes, 
with frequent *remnants of the bronze nails which once 
retained the brazen plates that decorated the inner walls of 
the edifice.* Thus it is certain that in a remote antiquity, 
before sculpture or painting came into use for wall 

Further in Horace ( Carm . III. iC) : 

Inclusam I >anaen turns ahenea 
RnbustATjtiu lores ej vigilum camim 
Tristcs eveubiit! municrant satis 
Noctuniis ab adulteris.’ 1 

“ A bronze tower, solid doors, and the severe watch of the dogs, ha<l been for the 
imprisoned iErnat: a .sufficiently strong protection against nocturnal lovers.” 

Another case is the temple of Athena C ha/ emeus at Sparta, where 
King Paiisanias was put to death. Tlie name of this sanctuary cun of 
course refer to nothing else than to the,- brazen plates with which the 
walls were decorated. 

My esteemed friend, Mr. C has. T. Newton, of the British Museum, 
calls my attention to Colonel Mures article in the Rheinisehes Museum, 
V II I. 272, in which the author states that GcneraT Gordon told him he 
had in his collection in Scotland fragments not only of the bronze nails, 
buL also of the brazen plates of the Treasury of Atreus. At the same time 
Colonel Mure quotes the passage of Sophocles (Antigone, 944-947) : 

frAa real Aavd.as ovpdviov tpws 

aAA d£ai oefxas iv j^aAKobt-rois avXais ’ 

icpvvrofitva 5’ tv rvpflvpei OaA d t iuo uarfgcvxOV- 

■TP'i lic body also of Danae endured to exchange* the heavenly light against the dar k- 
ness in the halls covered with brazen plates; hidden in a sepulchral chamber, she 
was fettered 

> V-. 

Paiisanias (ix. 38) says^T; .tliis Treasury: “The Treasury of 
Minyas is the most wonderful edifice in (1 recce, and is second to no 
work of art abroad ; it is built in the following manner': consists 

ol stone and has a circular form ; the summit is not very pointed ; it is 
said that the topmost stone holds together the whole building/; 
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decoration, polished metal plates were employed to give 
both splendour and dignity to the houses of the rich. 

In the Treasury of Atreus, the exterior of the door- 
lintel is decorated with two parallel mouldings, which are 
also carried down the jambs of the door. Above the lintel 
numerous holes can be discerned, to which bronze orna- 
ments must have been attached. There are more such 
holes in the Hat wall above the entrance, and all testify to 
the elaborate exterior ornamentation of the edifice. Above 
the entrance is an equilateral triangular niche, each side of 
which measures io feet. It is constructed like the triangular 
niche over the Lions’ Gate ; namely, the courses of masonry 
are shaped to the form of the niche, and it can have had 
no other purpose than to bear up the weight which would 
otherwise have pressed on the lintel. 

On the outside, before each door-post, there stood for- 
merly a semi-column, having a base and capital with 
fantastical sculptures in the Perscpolitan style. In the 
middle of the doorway can be seen the holes for the bolts 
and hinges of the doors, and in the same line are a number 
of round holes, i inches in diameter and half an inch 
deep ; in these arc two small holes for bronze nails, of which 
fragments still exist, to fasten on ornaments of a circular 
form. 

To the right of the great circular hall, a doorway, gh ft. 
high and 4 fi. y in', broad, leads to a second dark chamber, 
which is nearly' square, being feet long and broad, and 
19 feef high. It is entirely cut out in the rock. Over the 
door is a triangular niche’, which is likewise intended to 
bear up the weight of the masonry from the lintel. In this 
chamber is an accumulation of rubbish, from 3 t to 4 feet"' 
deep, mostly Consisting of the dettitus of bats’ dung. By 
means of the two trenches, which 1 ting three years ago in 
this chamber, I found in the centre a circular depression, in 
the form of a large wash-bowl, i ft. 9 in. deep, and 3 ft. 4 in. 
in diameter. Near this I found some large wrought cal- 
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carcous, stones, which seem to indicate that some monument, 
once existed in this chamber, for otherwise their presence 
is inexplicable. 

This Treasury is the most important and the only com- 
plete monument of prehistoric times in Greece, and the 
interest attached to it is so much the greater, as tradition 
assigns it to Atreus, the father of Agamemnon, king of men. 

.Dodwell,* in speaking of this treasury and the smaller 
ones, says 1 -^-“ There is moreover complete evidence that 
these structures were called Oqcravpol, and belong to ages 
prior to the origin of that architecture of which the Doric 
temple in Europe anil the Ionic in Asia are the crowning 
invention. As this latter architecture advanced, teriiples 
served for treasuries, or, when buildings were erected solely 
for treasuries, they had the ordinary forms of that later 
style of architecture, as we learn from the description which 
Pausanias lias given of the treasuries at Olympia and 
Delphi.f Nevertheless subterranean buildings, similar in 
construction to the treasuries of the heroic ages, continued 
to serve .fpr, 4 xontaining oil or corn or water, and when 
attached tof. private houses might often be employed for 
depositing property of any kind. These are very numerous 
in Greece, but in no instance are they entered at the side. 
The largest 1 know of is in the Acropolis of Pharsala. 
But the strongest reason for designating the constructions 
at Mycenae as treasuries is , the evidence of . Pausanias, J 
unless it. be denied that he intended those buildings by the 
words viroyaia, oifcoSo/xijp.ara, which can hardly be alleged, 
as the ruins agree too well until liis words to render such 
a supposition reasonable. Seventeen hundred years ago, 
I therefore, those buildings were believed to be the Treasuries 
of Atreus and his sons. Nothing had tlien occurred to 


* ‘A Classical and Topographical* Tour through Greece.’ 
t Pans. VI. 19, t ; X. n, i. 

X II. 16, 6. See the passage fully quoted in the next chapter, p. 59. 
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interfere with the course of the mythology or history of 
Greece, as tfalsrnitted to the Greeks by tjyeir ancestors ; 
an|i, although ’on many occasions the reports received by 
f%usanias from the i£qyqraC may have been inventions of 
a date comparatively recent, no such suspicion can Well 
attach fft the principal traditions of Mycenae, which accord 
with all that has reached us concerning that city in poetry 
or prose. The extant edifice was the largest of the trea- 
suries, and bears proofs of having, been a c§§jtly building, 
highly decorated at the entrance and lined within with 
metallic plates. To At reus himself, therefore, the most 
opulent and powerful of the kings of the Tro'Kv^pvao^ 
M vKrjirq, and not to either of life sons, this greatest of extant 
treasuries may, with a high degree of probability, be attri- 
buted. Agamemnon dissipated the wealth of Atreus in the 
expedition to Asia, passed the greater part of his reign 
abroad, and returned home poor and powerless, leaving 
MvKjjvcu to be, after his time, no more than a secondary 
town of Argolis. Nor is it likely, under these circum- 
stances, that the sepulchre of Agamemnon wa^ monument 
of any great magnificence. Pausanias, whotMw it, does 
not mention it as such, but gives us clearly to understand 
that the Treasury and the Gate of the Citadel’ were the, 
most remarkable antiquities at Mycenae.” 

I- think that- nothing could better prove the remote 

antiquity :bf. tRtev-jrnfq&tic underground Treasury and its 

companions, than their very singularity and dissimilarity to 

other ancient buildings in Greece and Asia Minor; besides, 

° ; 7 7 
the barbarian method off’ securing treasures by burying 

them argues a very early state of society. 

As a further proof of these underground buildings s 
having been used as treasuries, I may mention that My- 
cenae and Orchomcnus arc the only cities which can boast 
of such edifices, and also the only cities to which Homer 
gives thC^fepi thcr rroXu^pua-os, or to which he attributes 
great wealth. 
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The Professor of Medicine in Athens, .Johannes P. 
Pyrlas, has kindly called my attention to an article lie pub- 
lished in the Tripolis newspaper, “ BeXriwcns,” ot the 19th; 
November, 1857, on the first excavation of the Treasury 
of Atreus (commonly called in the Argolid the “Tomb of 
Agamemnon”), of which I give here the translation "with 
all reserve. 

“ The totb of Agamemnon in Mycen/E. 


“In l8o8, as old people relate, in the month ot April, 
a Mahomedan of Nauplia presented himself before Veli 
Pasha, who was at that time governor of the Peloponnesus, 
and told him that he knew there were several statues 
hidden in the 4 Torn b of Agamemnon.’ Veli Pasha, who 
was energetic and ambitious, at once began to excavate 
the space in front of the tomb faith forced labour. When 
he had dug down to a depth of three fathoms, the work- 
men descended by means of a ladder into the interior 
of the dome, and found there a great many ancient tombs, 
and having opqff|d these they found in them bones covered 
with gold, which was no doubt derived from the gold 
embroider^d^rapery. They found die re also other gold- 
arid silver- ornaments, also precious stones in the .form 
of those called ‘antiques' (gems), but without any incised 
work. Outside of the tombs they found about tfaenty- 
five colossal statues and a marble table, all of which Veli 


Pasha transported to the Lake of Lerna (the Mills), and 
having got them washed and cleaned and wrapped up in 
mats, he sent them on to Tripolis, where he sold them to 
travellers and obtained for them about 80,000 gros (then 
worth about 20,000 francs). Having gathered the bones 
and all the debris contained in the tombs, he got these 
also transported to Tripolis, and entrusted them there to 
the most notable goldsmiths, 1 ). Contonicolacos and P. 
Scouras, who, after having cleaned the debris and scraped 
off the gold from the bones, collected about 4 okes (4800 
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grammes); and silver. The stones in fo¥m of an- 
tiques as wejpM the bones were thrown away. ' J had this 
^jpcount from the mouth of the two goiusrhiths when 
they were still alive, and from my own father^' who saw 
the statues at the Mills.” 

Now not to speak of the improbability that statues- of 
the heroic age should have been found, the above Account 
is in no way confirmed by the old mdijjfof ( harvati, the 
village nearest to the site of JStyceme, no^py? those of the 
other villages of the plain of Argos, all of whom agree 
that the excavation took place in t8io, and that the sole 
objects found in the Treasury were some half-columns 
and friezes, a marble table, and. a long bronze chain sus- 
pended from the top of the dome, at the end of which was 
hanging a bronze candelabrum.* I have heard this account 
repeated so many hundred .times by the old people of the 
Argolid that I believe it to be perfectly correct, except, of 
course, as to the candelabrum j because, not to speak of . 
; candles, even lamps were totally unknown to Homer, and 
I never found them either at Troy, ^jat Tiryns or 
Mycenae, in the strata of prehistoric house remains. Nay, 
lamps appear not to have existed at Tiryns or Mycemc 
before their capture by the Argives in 468 u.c., because 1 
only found them in the latter place in the dtbris of the 
-more modern city, and none were found at Tiryns. Thus 
the object which the villagers had regarded as a candela- 
brum must necessarily have been something else^,. 

According to Professor E. Curtius,f the following frag- 
ments of ancient ornaments were found before the entrance 
of the Treasury : — •“ The basis of a semi-column of greenish 
marble with wreathed stripes in r>fef; further, the fragment 
of a half round column with a zigzag decoration ; stone 


* The reader is warned not to confound this with Veli Pasha’s 
attempt to rifle the other Treasury, mentioned on p. 42. 
t ! I’elopomies, - II. p. 408, 
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tables, , the one of greenish, the other of hujfous red colour, 

a=tflipjbfi ..#e wbleivsll with. a -reUef Jpnen'tattQoin 

the form. Of muscles, fans- or spiral lines; which arc dis- 
tinguished by sharply and neatly chiselled outlines ; finally, 
a red marble slab, which (/ell found in a neighbouring 
chapel.” ° ° 
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CHAPTER III. 

History of Myckn.l and the Family of Pelops. 

tiik Sepulchres of agamkmnon and i-hs comp^M|ins. 

-A: 

Traditional foundation of Mycenae by Perseus His dynasty succeeded 

by the Pelopids -The legend of their crimes untffS$wn to Homer 
and Hesiod — The Homeric story of Agamemnon's murder by /Kgis- 
thus and Clyternnestra, avenged by Orestes-— Cycle of crimes 
devised by the later bards — Dominion of Agamemnon — End of 

the dynasty at Mycenm with /Kgisthus Orestes and his soiijO--- 

The Dorian invasion — Part taken by Myceiue in the Persian wirs 
*$§g r -The Argives besiege and take Mycenae — -The walls of the citadel 
preserved from religious reverence - - Homeric epithets of Mycenas 
— Its “abundance of gold” confirmed by Thucydides — The Trea- 
suries of the Pelopids mentioned by Pausanias -Treasury at the 



Ch. III. 1876.] THE PERSEID/E AND ATREI P/E. 


53 

Hencum, near Mycenae — Probable existence of anotlier Treasury at 

,'ffie jftoyal \Sepulchns describe by Pausania.s — Ger^ml misinterpreta- 
‘ lion of the passage — Experimental shafts sunk there in February 
:i ' ; 1874 — Excavations begun, August 7, 1876 — Porter’s lodge at the 
Lions* Gate — The later habitation of the city after 468 u.e.— 
No coins of Myceme known Remains below this first stratum 
r |v. — -Painted archaic vases, like those at Tiryns — The vases almost 
all made on the potter’s wheel — Female idols and cows of terra - 
• - cotta — - Oth ^feid ols and animals— Iron knives and curious keys 
of a latcr/flBd — Bronze knives and arrowheads — Stone im- 
plements ant^pther objects — A little gold and much lead found — 

*>■.' Fragments of a lyre and flute — Plates of ornamented terra-cotta 
4 for lining walls — Cyclopean house-walls — A remarkable water-, 
conduit — Twelve torn 1 dike reservoirs — Two tombstones with basil? 
reliefs, probably of the same epoch as that . over the Lions’ Gate. 

* 

Mycerne, August 19, 1876. 

Tradition attributes the .foundation of Mycenae to 
TiirSeus, son of Danae and Jove, who had by Andromeda 
a son Sthenelus, to whom he left the kingdom. Sthenelus 
, married Nicippe, the daughter of Pelops, by whom he 
jhad a son Eitrystheus, who succeeded him. The dynafjfy 
of Perseus ended with Eurysthcus, who was succeeded by 
his uncle Atreus, the son of Pelops. The latter left the * 
kingdom to his brother Thyestes, who left it to his 
nephew Agamemnon, son of Atreus. 

According to tradition, Atreus and his brother Thyestes 
contended for the dominion of Mycenae. Atreus was 
marr kgf. to Aerope, who was seduced by his brotherThy- 
' estesy ' A^eus, in revengeful fury at this, butchered the 
two (or thpjgs) sons of Thyestes, and served them up at a 
banquet to their father. When Thyestes learnt the fact, 
fh his horror he overturned the table, vomited the dreadful 
njeal, and ran oft', cursing the whole race of the Pelopids.* 
Aerope is thrown into the sea. Thyestes consults the 
Oracle how he can revenge himself on his brother, a£ft 


Horace, EpoJ. V. 86. 
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gets the answer that, if he begets a soft by his own. 
daughter, Peltipia^ this sort will avenge him. Tocai^P; 
the incest, he intended to leave for Lydia ; but when he wa|| 
sacrificing in the night to Athena at Sicycrn, his daugh$ei| 
joined him there, and unwittingly he begat by her thg| 
future avenger, /Egisthus, who, exposed by His mothefl 
immediately after his birth, was found by shepherds^,|ft^ 
was nursed by a goat, whence his name.* jTIe was fmerj| 
wartls so tight '-for by Atreus, who brought^pi up as J$|ff 
son, for Atreus had married Pelopia in the ycry beginning 
of her pregnancy and thought the child belonged to hi q| | 
put /Egisthus killediAtreus whfcn he was sacrificing on th¥ 
seashore, because At|pts, thinking him to be his own son, 
had ordered him to kill his brother Thyestes. Y Egisthus 
then, with Thyestes, took possession of the realm. 

But Home? knovs^.. nothing, at all of the bloody brawl 
in the hcpise of the PeMptds, for according to him f J gljjg 
sent tli6$royal scejftre to Pelops, by Hermes, as a syfnbliP 
of dominion ; Pelops gave it to Atreus, who dying left, 
idtto Thyestes c'Thyestcs left it to Agamemnon, anil there, 
Si not even an allusion to dispute or violence. HisilkP 
speaks of the ..proverbial wealth and the royal majesty of 
the Atridm^brit he knows nothing of their crimes. llomeg| 
knows only the outrage of vEgi stilus and ClytemneStr^i’ 
During Agamemnon’s absence in Troy, yKgisthus had 
succeeded in seducing Clytemnestra, and he was insolent, 
enough to make thank-offerings to the gods^pr haying' 
succeeded.* To avoid being taken unaward^y^!jj|.g'a- 
memnon, he stationed a watchman on thej^Shore, and 
when at length he heard of the king's arrival,' lie in\y[tejl| 
him to a meal and, in concert with Clytemnestra, 'TCnle® 
him at table.§ yEgisthus then reigned seven years oMai 


* From <u£ (root aly), a goaf. + //. J [. 10J. 

Homer, OJ. 111. 263-275. - : <jgp 

\jpd- IV. 5 2 4-535; compare I. 35 ; 111. 234! IV. 91; IX. 
387 ; XXIV. 20, 97. 
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.-.Mycenae, until in the eighth, as the gods had foretold to 
Orestes appeared and avenged his father by killing 
;# i|ji!igisthus and his own mother Clytemnestra.f 
^■yhc later Homeric bards, who were followed by the 
i||j|gic poets, seem to have formed the myths of the horrid 
tpfbds of Atreus and Thyestcs by carrying back the outrages 
-house of Agamemnon- into the former generation ; 
|n$, by l lie help of other traditions, and particularly from 
th^history one kings of Thebes, they devised a con- 
<l|£fnation of crimes and mischief, which had its first origin 
iryjfbc murder of Myrtilus or in that of Chrysippus.J 
fit appears from Homer § that Agamemnon had 
brought under his sceptre nearly all the JP eloponnesus. But 
according to another passage || it would appear that he 
reigned only over its whole northern part. The dynasty of 
the Pelopids appears to have ceased in Mycefiai with the 

R .of jEgisthus, for tradition -sayl '-that Agamemnon’s 
)restes reigned in Arcadia and Sparta, but n^t that 
cceeded his father. According to Strabo,^]" he died 
|j| Arcadia. Pausanias ** states that his to%tb was at iirsty 
.^'U^feroadstde between Sparta and Tegea ; at a later time f 
diis bones were buried in Sparta.ff Neither of the two sons 
|jfe *0 rest.es, Pentliilus and Tisamenus, seems to ha^e reigned 
ipl-Mycenai. Strabo H says that they remained in the 
/Eolian colonies in Asia Minor, which had been founded 
by their father. According to Pausanias, §§ the invasion of 
the Dorians had already occurred in the time of Orestes ; 
uccofjfea t<&jjfliucydides ,|| \\ if took place eighty years after 
jheTrbjan 

ISb P^usanias^seems probably to be in the right, because 


* Oil. I. 36. 
t Oil. III. 305-310. 

X Welcker, Gr, Trag. I. s. 358. 

§ It. life 149-154. 

|| //. II. Sf. 9 - 


IT XIII. n. 5S2. 

« in. 3, 6- 

tt Paus. II T. ii, jo. 
tt IX. p. 40.. 
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only a fearful political revolution and catastrophe can have 
prevented Gjrestcs from becoming king in Mycenae, which' 
was the richest and most powerful state of Greece, apt. 
which belonged to him as only son to the glorious: and 
universally lamented Agamemnon. 

Strabo* confirms the statement that the decline or 
Mycenae began with the dea£$£,of Agamemnon and particu- 
larly from the return of the Heracleidae. But;*thonglt^^ 
city had decayed in power and population ||&d had sunlc to 
the rank of a small provincial town, yet. it kept up a certain 
independence; and, inspired by the reminiscences ofdts 
glorious past, it equipped eighty men as its contingent* at 
Thermopylae, f and a year later, in conjunction with Tiryns, 
it sent 400 men to Plata?a\J The name of Mycenae was 
engraved, together with those of the other cities which had 
participated in this glorious campaign, on the brazen 
column representing three" serpents sustaining a golden 
tripod, which the Spartans dedicated to the Delphian Apollo 
as a tithe of the booty taken from the Persians. Thife 
brazen column stands now on the old hippodrome (the 
present Maidan) in Constantinople, whither it was pro- 
bably brought by Constantine the Great, The Argives, 
who had. remained neutral, envied the Myceneans t|f£ 
honour of having participated in these battles, and they 
feared besides, considering the city’s ancient glory, that 
Mycenae might usurp the dominion of the whole Argolid. 

For these reasons, in league with the Cleoneans and 
the Tegeatans, they besieged Mycento. in. 

(468 k.c.). The powerful walls of the citadel, betwjrJ 
which the inhabitants had retired, withstood all as$£j&tsjffi 
the enemy, but at last the Myceneans were forcecl^pys^ 
render for want of food. It app,ars that, in consideration 
of the past glory of the city, the v ictors Treated the Myce- 
neans with clemency, for they allowed them to emigrate 

• V .-*>v - ' ■ 
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whither they pleased ; and they settled partly at Cleoinr, 
partly in Cerynia in Achaea, but principally in Macedonia.* 
But this account is not quite confirmed by Diodorus 
Siculus,^ who says that on the surrender of Mycenae the 
A-rgives enslaved all the inhabitants. If this is correct, then 
it is to be supposed that the Argives forced the Myccneans 
•«to settle at Argos, because if was very material to them 
Hg^that tithe to increase the population of their city. At 
all events, agWodwell says, a religious fear? seems to have 
prevented the Argives from destroying the huge Cyclopean 
vyalls of the citadels of Myceme and Tiryns, because these 
were considered as sacred enclosures, and were revered as? 
sanctuaries of Hera, who was worshipped with equal adora- 
tion by all the inhabitants of the Argolid. The Argives 
therefore contented themselves with dismantling only a very 
small part of the walls of the citadel, whilst they razed 
those of the lower city completely to the ground. 

Homer gives to Myeenm the epithets of the '“well- 
-built city,” J “ with broad streets,” § and “ rich in gold.” j| 
The second of these epithets can only apply to the wide 
‘ 'Street which led from the Lions’ Gate, along the ridge, 
through the enclosed town, to the bridge over the torrent of 
£*he ravine ; for all the remaining part of the town as well as 
the’ suburb being on slopes, the other streets must have 
been more or less steep, and cannot have been alluded to 
by the epithet evfjvdyvta. Regarding the third epithet 
vokv^pvcro^ wc have the great authority of Thucydides 
tha^lpfci^ hail immense wealth under the dominion of 
the Pelopids, for he says: “ Pelops, having brought from 
-Asisylarge treasures to the indigent people (of the penin- 
: fuller soon acquired great power, and, though a foreigner, 

* Pa us. VI f. 25, 6. + XL 65. 

II. II. 569: IvKTlfJXVOV TTToXUOpUV. 

§ //. l V. 52 : tvpvuyvia Mr Krjvrj. 

|j II. ill. 1 So 1 0 ( 1 . III. 305 : TroXv^fivtrotu MvKrjirjs. 

IT I. 9. 



fCHAP. III. 


58 • , l HISTORY OF MYCENAi. 

- r 

tie nevertheless gave his name to the country, and his de- 
scendants (the Pelopids, Atreus and Agamemnon) became 
still much more powerful.” Thucydides adds that it appears 
to him “ that the other Greeks joined Agamemnon’s 
expedition to Troy less out of good will than from fcaj 
of his power ; for not only did lie himself bring the greatest 
contingent of ships, but he also^ave ships to thvnArcadians, 
as Homer says) if he can be considered a trusfwirftlw 
ness. But in speaking of Agamemnon’s inhfvitance of the 
sceptre, he says that he (Agamemnon) reigned over many 
islands and over the whole Argolid (noWyaiP vrjaouri Kal 
v A p-yci 7 TavTi avatrcreiv) ; but as he lived on the continent, he 
could not have reigned over islands, except those in the 
immediate neighbourhood fbut of these there could not lie 
many) if he had not had a fleet. From this expedition (to 
Troy) we must therefore form an opinion of the nature of 
those which preceded it. If Myceme was small, and if 
several other cities of that age do not appear to us now to 
be considerable, we could not cite this as a valid reason 
to doubt that the expedition was as great as the poets 
have represented it and as tradition confirms it to have 
been.” 

The port of Mvcena? was not Nauplia, but EYones 
(TUoi'es), which was likewise situated on the Gulf of Argos, 
to the south-east of Nauplia. It seems to have been de- 
stroyed as far back as the Dorian invasion. Strabo* men- 
tions that it was entirely destroyed, and was n|ULpftgcr a 
port in his time. According to Homer, f ’Htoj^Bpm'l^part 
in the Trojan war, and belonged to Diomedes, me king of 
Argos and vassal of Agamemnon. ^ 

Of the power, and riches of the Pelopids we see. 
the most substantial and unmistakable proofs in the many 
vast subterranean buildings which Pausanias,J following 
the tradition, calls their Treasuries, and which cannot have 
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served for any other purpose than to hoard up the royal 
wealth. 

I must here mention that, besides the Treasuries before 
^described in Mycenae proper and in its suburb, there is still 
|>ther Treasury close to the great Hera 1 11 m, which is, ac- 
cording to Strabo,^ o stadia, but according to Pausanias, f 
15 stadia fregw Mycenae. Betides, the conformation of the 
sfepes betwPn the Treasury of Atreus and the Lions’ Gate 
leads me to thi«k that there is still one more large treasury 
hidden about halfway between these two points. 

Pausanias J writes: “Amongst other remains of the 
wall is the gate, on which stand lions. They (the walls and. 
the gate) are said to be the work of the Cyclopes, who built 
the wall for Proteus at Tiryns. 1 9 the ruins of Mycenm is 
the fountain called Perseia and the subterranean buildings of 
Atreus and his children, in which they stored their treasures. 
There is the sepulchre of Atreus, and the tombs of the 
companions of Agamemnon, who on their return from 
Ilium were killed at a banquet by /Egisthus. The identity 
of the tomb of Cassandra is called in question by the Lace- 
daemonians of Amycla:. There is the tomb of Agamemnon 
and that of his charioteer Eurymedon, and of Elcctra. 
Teledamus and Pelops were buried in the same sepulchre, 
for it is said that Cassandra bore these twins, and that, while 
as yet infants, they were slaughtered by /Egisthus together 


* J II. 17. 
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with their parents. Hellanicus (495-411 b.c.) writes that 
Pylades, who was married to Electra with the consent ot 
Orestes,' had by her two sons, Merlon and Strophius. 
Clytemncstra and /Egi stilus were buried at a little distance 
from the wall, because they were thought unworthy 
have their tombs inside of it, where Agamemnon reposed 
and those who were killed together with him.” 

Strange to say, Colonel Leake,* Dodwell,j- Prokesch,J 
Ernest Curtins, § and all others who have written on the 
Peloponnesus, have interpreted this passage of Pausanias 
erroneously ; for they t hought that, in speaking of the wall, 
he meant the wall of the city, and not the great wall of the 
Acropolis ; and they therefore understood that he fixed the 
site of the five sepulchres in the lower city, and the site of 
the tombs of Clytemncstra and riEgisthus outside of it. 
But that such was not his intention, and that he had solely 
in view the walls of the citadel, he shows by saying that in the 
wall is the Lions’ Gate. It is true that he afterwards speaks 
of the ruins of Mvcenm, in which he saw the fountain 
Perseia and flic treasuries of Atreus and his sons, by which 
latter he can only mean the large treasury described above, 
which is indeed in the lower city, and perhaps some of the 
smaller treasuries in the suburb. But as he again says 
further on that the graves of Clytemncstra and /Egisthus 
are at a little distance outside the wall, because they were 
thought unworthy to be buried inside of it, where Aga- 
memnon and his companions reposed, there cannot be any 
doubt that he had solely in view the huge Cy^Jopean walls 
of the citadel. Besides, Pausanias could only speak of such 
walls as he saw, and not of those which he did not see . lie 
saw the huge walls of the citadel, because they were at his 
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time exactly as they are now ; but. he could not see the 
wall of the lower city, because it had been originally only 
very thin, and it had been demolished 638 years before his 
time; nor was he an archaeologist, to search for its traces 
{jUNstill less to make excavations to find them. 

The site of Mycenae presented in the time of Pausanias 
just the same bare wilderness of rugged pasture land, inter- 
spersed with’slopes and precipitous cliffs, as at the present 
day. No change can have taken place there, and the 
remnants of the lower city wall were undoubtedly in his 
time as trifling as they are now. Nay, such is their insig- 
nificance, that only the traces of the wall on the ridge 
seem to have been remarked by travellers, and nobody 
before me appears to have ever noticed the traces of 
the wall on the opposite side, which runs along the bank 
of the ravine torrent. 

For these decisive reasons, I have always interpreted 
the famous passage in Pausanias in the sense that the five 
tombs were in the Acropolis. I proved this in my work 
‘ Ithaque, le Peloponne.se et Troie,’ which I published 
in the beginning of 1869, page 97. In February, 1874, 
therefore, I sank there thirty-four shafts in different places, in 
order to sound the ground and to find out the place where I 
should have to dig for them. The six shafts which I sank 
on the first western and south-western terrace gave very 
encouraging results, and particularly the two which I dug 
within 100 yards south of the Lions’ Gate ; for not only did 
I strike twoiCyclopean house-walls, but I also found an 
unsculptured slab resembling a tombstone, and a number 
of female idols and small cows of terra-cotta. I therefore 
resolved at once on making extensive excavations at this 
spot, but I was prevented by various circumstances which 
I need not explain here, and it is only now that I have 
found it possible to carry out my plan. 

1 began the great work on the 7th August, 1876, with 
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sixty-three workmen, whom I divided into three parties. I 
put twelve men at the Lions’ Gate, to open the passage 
into the Acropolis ; I set forty-three to dig, at a distance 
of 40 feet from that gate, a trench 113 feet long and 113 
feet broad ; and the remaining eight men I ordered to dig a 
trench on the south side of the Treasury in the lower city, 
near the Lions’ Gate, in search of the entrance. But the 
soil at the Treasury was as hard as stone, and so full of 
large blocks, that it took me two weeks todig only as far 
down as the upper part of the open triangular space above 
the door, from which 1 could calculate that the threshold 
would be 33 feet lower. 

I had also very hard work at the Lions’ Gate, owing to 
the huge blocks by which the passage was obstructed, and 
which seem to have been hurled from the adjoining walls 
at the assailants, when the Acropolis was captured by the 
Argives in 468 k.c. The obstruction of the entrance must 
date from that time, for the debris in which the boulders 
are imbedded has not been, formed by a series of successive 
habitations, but it has evidently been gradually washed 
down by the rain water from the upper terraces. 

Immediately to the left, on entering the gate, I brought 
to light a small chamber, undoubtedly the ancient door- 
keeper's habitation, the ceding of which is formed by 
one huge slab. The chamber is only 4A feet high, and it 
would not be to the taste of our present doorkeepers ; but 
in the heroic age comfort was unknown, particularly to 
slaves, and being unknown, it was un missed. - 

No ancient writer mentions the fact that Mycenae was 
reinhabited after its capture by the Argives and the expul- 
sion of its inhabitants. On the contrary; Diodorus Siculus, 
who lived at the time of Julius Ca-sar and Augustus, after 
having described the tragic fate of Mycenae, adds : “ This 
city, which was in ancient times blessed with wealth and 
[tower, which produced such great men and accomplished 
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such important actions, was thus destroyed and remained 
uninhabited till the present time." * That Mycenm was 
uninhabited at the time of Strabo (that is, under Augustus), 
we must conclude from his remark, “So that of the city of 
the Myccncans not even a vestige can now be found'd f It 
was certainly also uninhabited at the time of Pausanias 
(a.d. 170), who describes its ruins. 

But I have brought to light most positive proofs that 
it had been again inhabited, and that the new town must 
have existed for a long period, probably for more titan two 
centuries; because there is at the surface of the Acropolis 
a layer of dibris of the Hellenic time, which goes to an 
average depth of three feet. Though I cannot fix by the 
fragments of pottery the precise period of the reoccupation of 
the town, yet as painted pottery of the best Hellenic period 
is missing, and as the numerous terra-cotta figures and 
fluted vases which 1 find are evidently of the Macedonian 
age down to the second century u.c., T presume that the 
new colony may have been founded in the beginning of the 
fourth, and may have been abandoned in the beginning of 
the second century b.c. These two limits seem to lie 
confirmed by the bronze medals found, nearly all of which 
show on one side a Ilera head with a crown, on the other a 
column, having to its left a helmet and to its right a Q. 
This character is generally thought to be a 0 , and thus 
the coin is attributed to the Argolic city of Thyrea. But, 
in the opinion of my worthy friends A. Postolaccas and P. 
Lampros, which 1 accept, the B is the spiritus asper , and 
belongs to the still unknown word which records the value 
of the coin. ' This coin belongs to the city of Argos, and 
is of the Macedonian age, which makes it utterly impossible 
that the sign should be a ©, the 0 with this meaning 
having only come into use at the time of the Roman con- 

* XL 65 KU.L fW/ACd'CV aOLKIJTOS TU>V Kuf/ yfiaq Xp(H‘U>V' 
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quest. There was an entire absence of Roman or Byzan- 
tine coins. I may here remark that Myceme proper appears 
to have struck no coins ; at least none has ever been found. 

Below the comparatively modern Hellenic city I find 
by thousands the fragments of those splendidly-painted 
archaic vases, which I have already mentioned when speak- 



No. Terra-cotta Vase. (3 m .) Size, 3 : 4 about. 


ing of Tiryns. The type of vase which I most frequently 
find here is in the shape of a globe with a flat foot, and 
terminating above in a very pretty narrow neck, without an 
opening, the top of which is joined on each side by a beau- 
tifully-shaped handle to the upper nart of body. The 
real mouth of the vase is in the shape ||P a funnel, and 
always near to the closed neck.* These vases always show 

* In the engraving, No. 25, the spout is partly hidden by one of the 
handles. 
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the most variegated painted ornamentation of horizontal 
circular bands, spiral lines, or other fanciful decorations, 
which vary on each vase. In the centre of the flat top of 
the closed neck is usually a white point, surrounded by 
three, four, six or more red circles ; but sometimes there is 
a cross painted in the middle of the circles. 

V ases of the same form sometimes occur in Attica ; 
some specimens of them have also been found in Cyprus 



No. 26. Terra-Cotta Jug. Ground ye] low : line*, black, jj M.) Size, 7 : y, about. 

as well as in Jfcgyjptian tombs. Mr. Charles T. Newton 
has called my a®ntion to forty-three vases of exactly the 
same form, which Tiave been found in a tomb at Ialysus on 
the island of Rhodes, together with other objects which 
also occur in Mycenae; but in the same tomb was also 
found an Egyptian scaraba'us with the cartouche of 
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Amunoph III., who is thought by Egyptologists to have 
reigned not ^ .t; ^ :: 'f; v : - -v : '- 

As there are almost as* raany varietics of painted orna- 
mentation as thefe are vases, and as in most instances this 
O?'n$lft£ntation is most complicated and has never been 
found before, it would be a vain attempt on ipy part 
to describe it, and . I therefore simply refer to the engrav- 
ings.* But generally speaking, I may remark that the 
decoration with spiral lines prevails; that fragments like 
the so-called Attic vases with geometrical patterns are 



No. 27. Vase of Yellow ^Vare, wiih black an<i yellow lines. {3 m.) Actual size. 


numerous; that flowers, branches, and leaves occasionally 
occur; and that bands of wedge-shaped signs, resembling 
fish-spines, are frequent, as well as zigzag lines and 
circular bands. The cross with the marks of four 


naiis may often be seen; as veil 
usually also represented with four 



which is 
indicating the 


* See the Plates of Mvcenean Pottery, Nos. 30-78. A Vase (No. 
2 3 a ) * s placed, for the sake of convenience, as a tail-piece to Chapter II. 
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No. 28. A Vase of Black and Yellow \^are. (6 m.) Size 4 : 5, about. 


four nails, thus These signs cannot but represent 

the suastika, formed by two pieces of wood, which were 
laid across and fixed with four nails, and in the joint of 
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which the holy fire was, produced by friction by a third 
piece of wood.* But both the crossand the occur for 
the most part only on the vases with geometrical patterns. 

Representations of birds and quadrupeds sometimes 
occur on vases:; all are very archaic, particularly the 
quadrupeds, of which it is sometimes difficult to find 
out what the artist intended to represent-! Thus there 
often occur animals with very long legs, a body re- 
sembling that of a horse and the head like the beak of a 
stork, but with two horns like those of a gazelle. J Usually 
these animals have a uniform red colour ; but sometimes 
they have an ornamentation of spiral lines. In a few 

instances animals are repre- 
sented which perfectly resemble 
gazelles or he-goats.§ The 
bird, in the representation of 
which the Mycenean artist has 
succeeded best is the swan.jj 
Of the other birds the species 
is difficult to discern ,^| In 

the representation of men also 
the artist may be said to have 
succeeded ; but the vases are 
broken into so many fragments 
that there are but few entire 
painted human figures. The small vase (No. 80) shows 
warriors with large round shields ; and on a fragment 
(No. 47) is represented a man with a helmet on his head, 
leading with his right hand a horse, and holding in his left 
a lance. On other fragments are oijly the bodies of men 
without heads. No. 81 is the mom h-p Mp .ofa jug, on which 



No. 80. Painted Vase. Ground yellow, 
lines black, shields reddish* 

(a M.) Actual sire. 


* See ‘ Troy and its Remains,’ chap. vi. pp. 103-4. 
t See Nos. 31, 35, 41,46, 50 and 52. § See Nos. 4r and 48. 

+ See Nos. 31, 35, 50 and 52. )| See Nos. 33, 40, 42, 45. 

If See Nos. 30, 43, 44. 
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a human head is modelled. There is also a human head 
painted on a fragment of pottery (No. 82) ; it has a very 
large eye, and a head-dress in the form of a Phrygian 
cap. All these representations are very archaic. 




No. Si. Human Head on the mouth of a jug. No. 82. Human Head on a potsherd. 

(5 M.) Actual size. (6 M.) Half size. 

The greater number of the vases with a large opening 
are painted both outside and inside; and in many instances 
the internal paintings by far exceed those on the outside 
in originality and profusion of colours. Thus, for example, 
I found the fragment of a vase decorated outside with 
representations of deer, and inside with those of men and 
women. 

I often find fragments of tripods of terra-cotta with 
two large handles, of which the three feet as well as the 
handles have two, three, four, or even five perforations, 
which can only have served for suspension with a string. 
On many vases without feet, the rim of the base is per- 
forated on either side as many times as the handles. 

No perforated lids were found, but I have no doubt that 
they existed, and that, as with nearly all those found in 
Troy, the perforations in the vases served not only for 
hanging them up. but also for fastening the lids, so as to 
secure the contents. 

All the paihred vases hitherto found have been made 
on the potter’s wheel, except the very small ones, which are 
evidently hand-made. It is true that I found two fragments 
of coarse hand-made pottery, which can only be compared 


70 EXCAVATIONS AT MYCENAL [CHv| III. 

to the rudest pottery of the Danish “ kitchen-middens” 
\fCjokkenmoddinge ) ; but they had, evidently been tran- 
sported hither from another place. 

As at Tiryns, the goblets are for the most part of white 
clay, and in the shape of large Bordeaux vyine-glasses ; 
nearly all have one handle (see No. 83). But there are a 
great many other goblets of the $ame form which have a 
unifof^ bri^t yed colour, and others which, on a light red 
ifeaid : ground, have an ornamentation of mi^rous parallel 
darkyed circular bands (see Nos. 84, 88). • 



No* A Goblet of Terra-cotta. (3 M.) Size 5 : 8, about. : 


It deserves very particular attention that goblets of 
perfectly the same form were found by me in Troy at a 
depth of 50 feet (see my ‘Atlas des Antiquites Troyennes,’ 
Plate 105, No. 2,311); further, that fo u rteen goblets of 
exactly the same form were found in the tomb at Ialysus in 
Rhodes, already mentioned, and are now in the British 
Museum. Only the painted ornamentation of these latter 
goblets is different, for it represents mostly the cuttlefish 
(sepia), but also spirals, or th^t curious sea-animal which 
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so frequently occurs on the pottery of Mycenae (see No. 
213, a, b, p. 138), but never on the Mycenean goblets. 

Sine© the yth inst. I have been able to gather here more 
than 200 feifra-cotta idols of Hera, more or less broken, in 
the form of a woman or in that of a cow.* Most of the 



Nos. Fragments of Pained Pottery. Half-size. 


former have ornaments painted in bright red on a dead 
ground of light||ed, two breasts in relief, below which pro- 
trudes on each side a long horn, so that both horns together 
form a half-circle ; and, as I have said regarding the idols in 


* See the coloured and plain Plates of Idols ; the latter containing 
the figures Nos. 90-iro. 
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Tiryns, they must either he intended to represent cow-horns, 
or the symbolic horns of the crescent moon, or both at once. 
The head of those idols is of a very compressed shape, and 
usually covered by a large “ polos.” The lower part is in 
the form of a gradually widening tube. It deserves par- 
ticular attention that a terra-cotta idol of exactly the same 
form was found in the aforesaid fomb in lalysus, and is 
now in the British Museum. 

But there were also found idols of this sfort with a very 



low gptos (jibo T ii), and perhaps a doxett , idols Without 
any horns ; the whole upper part of the bddy, JPrWar as 
the neck, being in the form of a disk (Nos. 90, 91, 92, 
93, lia*); the head is uncovered, and the hair is often 
indicated by a long tress on the back. There have also 
been found some idols with a bird’s head, covered or 
uncovered, large eyes, no horns, but two well-indicated 
hands joined on the breast (Nos. 99, 100, iox fj. I also 

* See also the coloured Plate CV fig. ro. 

+ See also the coloured Plate C, fig. 1. 
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found the terra-cotta figure (six inches high) of an old 
and ugly woman, probably a priestess (No. 113); the 
features are certainly neither Assyrian nor Egyptian ; the 
hands are broken off’ but they have evidently been pro- 
truding ; the figure has a very rude ornamentation of 
black lines on a dead ground of strong red; the waist is 
ornamented with a number of zigzag lines, which may 



No. tt*. Terra-cotta Idol. No. *13. Terra-cotta FijJ'uro. 

■ Abtual sijur. (% M.) Size 5 ; 6. 


possibly represent . fire. The fragment (No. f ib) scents, 
from its attitude, to have represented a rider on horseback. 

in the form of a cow hundreds were fouh§|h’dt 
all are more or less broken. It is very remarkable thitt in 
the sepulchre, at . there were also foundtwo-sueh 

cow-idols, which are now in the British Museum ; they are 


w 


No. 117. 


Iron was 
some knives • 


No, t*§i £.{6 m .) 


No. tx8. 

.' : Terra-cotta Figures of Animals* k £ 

ready known to the Myceneans, for I found 
JjthiS metal ; also some curious keys, /one of 



1 . 1 20 . Objects hi Bronze, Lead, and Iron. 


Sue, 1 : 3- 
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which is very thick, is 5 ’6 inches long, has four teeth, 
each x*6 inch long, and has a ring at the other end 
(see No. rao). But judging by the form of these 
knives and keys, I make bold to express the opinion that 
they belong ’ to a late period in the history of lucerne, 
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doors or elsewhere.* They have a lustrous blackish 
colour, and according to the analysis of mv esteemed friend 
Mr, Xavier Landerer, Professor of Chemistry at Athens, 
they consist of a strongly-burnt clay varnished with a lead 
glazing. Of bronze I discovered several well-preserved 
knives, one of which (No. 125) still has part of its bone 
handle ; further, two arrow-heads of a pyramidal form 
without barbs (yXwxu'es), like the Carthaginian arrow- 
heads, vyhich I gathered last year in my excavations at 
Motye, in Sicily. 



No. 12b, Arrow-heads, hatchets, and other objects of tone. (3 M.) Actual size. 


Of stone implements, I found two beautifully-polished 
hatchets of serpentine (see No. 126, in the lower row); 

* They are like those figured under Nos. 137, 139, p. 79, ami 
No. 165, p. 109. 


Musical instruments. 
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further, a number of weights of diorite and a number of 
hand millstones of trachyte, 8 inches long and 5 1 inches 
broad, in the form of an egg which has been cufrlengthwise. 
The grain was bruised between the nar sides of two of these 
millstones ; but only a kind of groats can have been pro- 
duced in this way, not flour; the bruised grain could not 
have been used for making bread. In Homer,* we find it 
used for porridge, and also for strewing on the roasted 
meat.j* Oftgokl only a small particle has been found ; of 
silver none as yet ; of lead a large quantity. 

I also found a small and thick terra-cotta disk, with a 
furrow all round for suspension by a string: on one side, 
which is well polished, and seems to have been covered 
with wax, are engraved a number of pjd’s, the sign #hich 
occurs so frequently in the ruins of Troy. Whorls are 
found here by hundreds; nearly all are of a beautiful blue 
stone without any ornaments (see No. 15, p. 17). Whorls 
of exactly the same kind were also found in the torn!) at 
lalysus* .As yet only five whorls of terra-cotta have been 
found, arid without any ornaments. 

The Myceneans seem to have been musiciatis, for I 
found the beautifully ornamented fragments of a lyre of 
bone (No. 157),- and a flute, of which we have the three 
pieces (Nos. 128, 129, 130), which vvere found at the same 
place,, though at different depths, and evidently belong to 

."v _ • '■ "P fyQf' 

* ItfipvtCfs V vvo Spvt 8 a?ra vtvovro, 

5 ' Uptvaav+es fxiyav djupeTrov, at yvva?Kf$’ : 
fotvpov ipiOoirriVy A ewe* &X(pcra iroAAa irdXvyou. 

“A little way removed, the her aids slew 
A sturdy ox, and now beneath an oak 
Prepared the feast ; while women mixed, hard by, 

White barley porridge for the labourers’ meal.” - 

J,okd Dkrby. 

f Od. XIV. 76-77 

o’KT'beas 8* &pa ndi/ra (pepwp it aptOijK* ’Ofitnrtr/ji 
Bspp! aurois o&shtHcriv ' b 5’ 2cA (pira Kgukcl TrdXvvzv. 

And when he had roasted all, he brought it and put it before l lysses, still warm 
nil the spits, strewn over with white flour. 
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the .very sa^e histrument. No. 129,* which is the upper 
piece of !the-‘fld&; > .'d6hsis&, according to Professor Lan defer, 
of bone ; «No. consists of 

>v - r ;^, '■ Ik'"' V II ' - - 


.mm: 





^ • (•* ■ 




• ; ^5S m&XS-: Y-. ^ ■ . • •: .• w :.■■■•■ • . ■ •;; •'• : ■ .••'■•■ ••:,; ••• •: • .,,- r 

of * Uyre 'pf Itoius, <3* M. j Size, 7: 8, about; ‘ ; .o- , ■ 

^^^^Itioin, The fragment of the tube of the flute 
fflpll |f$0) ; consists of [jotstonev the lapisvdlaris of Pliny, 
^^^^perefoite^viiaY^' here a Wtarvelloiis/ Myceneah [flute 
of stone. Butpotstone 


WF**' 



No. ia8 r (3 m.) No. 129. (6 M.) 

Nos. laS, 139. LoWfer and Upper Ends of a Flute. Actual 


bears J:he inscription UpGtff,* and seems 
a -r—r . m to belong to tile 6th or 7th 
P Vs/ M century b.o. Also a frag- 
ment of a crystal vase was 
found; j and a comb (No. 130), which, by the analysis of 
Professor Landerer, consists of very hard white baked clay. 



* Sec my ‘ Ithaque, le Pcloponnbse, Troie.’ 


VARIOUS OBJECTS FOUND. 


It was found at a c|$f>th of it feet; it has^fo.^je middle a 
hole for suspenfiomwith a string. I frequently find here fiat 



No. 137. (5 m.) No. 13S. No. 139. (jjt.) 

Nos, 137, 139. Terra-cotta Ornaments. Actual size. No. 138 is a GoM Button, 


11 feet, and sometimes of only 6 k feet, below the surface, I 
am bringing to light Cyclopean house-walls, built of un- 
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wrought stones, joined without day or cement, and 
founded on the natural rock, from 20 to 24 feet below the 

remar k- 



2St$ on the natural rock, while hereitjs.;ifT] 

and, as the uncut stones are joined without 
||nhd|ng material, it is really wonderful how a current 
^atet could have passed along them without being 
t/lhrbugh the interstices. Close to the Cyclopean water- 
are twelve recesses, consisti ng of large slabs of 
rebus stone and covered by smaller ones; in my 
tiibh they cannot possibly be anything else than small 
t|rns- A few r yards south of these reservoirs I have 
40 light two tortibstones, which stand in a 
direct line from north to south, and are ornamented 
with bas-reliefs of the highest interest. Unfortunately 
the tombstone to the north consists of a soft calcareous 
stone, in consequence of which it is broken in several 
•places, and its upper part has not been preserved. It is 
6 inches thick, 4 feet high, 4 ft. 2 in. broad below, and 
3 ft. 8£- in. above ; it siiows one undivided picture, 
encompassed below as well as on both sides by a broad 
border, which is formed in the simplest way into rows, 
and it represents a hunting scene.* On a chariot, drawn 
by one horse, stands the hunter, who holds in his left 
hand .the reins, in his right a long broad sword. Owing 
.^iractura. in the stone the upper part of the chariot 
.distinctly visible, but. the wheel can be well seen, 
;jyi^ ; its four spokes forming a cross. The outstretched 
e and hind legs of the horse appear to indicate his 
speed, Below to the left is a tolerably well-formed 



* Sec the Vignette to this Chapter, No. 24, p. 52. 
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dog, with a curved tail, chasing a flying deer, probably 
a roe, whose tail however is by far too long. Just above 



No. 140. The Second Tombstone, found above the Sepulchres in the Acrofvolis (4 m .) 
About one-twelfth of the actual si/e. 
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the roe’s-; back, and between the horse’s feet, lies an object 
which- cannot be recognised ; it may equally well repre- 
sent a man lying prostrate, or a cart with two wheels. 
On either side, in the broad border formed by two vertical 
parallel fillets, are three ovals or cartouches^ containing a 
very curious ornamentation, which at first sight seema to 
"have a symbolic signification ; but on close examination 
One finds that it is nothing more than a beautiful orna- 
mentation of spiral lines. At the base are jhree horizontal 
fillets. Behind the chariot is a row of signs resembling 
letters, but this also is probably nothing more than orna- 
mentation. 

At a distance of one foot from this sepulchral si cl/ 4 
and in the same line with it is the other (No. 140), which 
is of much harder calcareous stone, and has been therefore 
much better preserved. It is only damaged at the top, 
where a piece 6 to 8 inches high may be missing; its 
breadth at bottom is 3 ft. 10 in., and at top 3 ft. 7 in.; its 
height is 6 feet. It is divided into an upper and a lower 
compartment, which are separated by a horizontal fillet, 
and enclosed on three sides by two parallel bands. The 
upper compartment shows four horizontal parallel rows, 
each of six spirals, two complete and two imperfect ; making 
in all twenty-four spirals united with each other and re- 
presenting a band in relief, which covers the whole field 
with a network, and which, as my friend the well-known 
archaeologist. Dr. Fr. Schlie, rightly observes, is in principle 
the same as the filling up with straight lines, horizontally 
and vertically combined, into what is called a fret or key- 
pattern (see p. 83). 

The lower part of the sculpture represents a warrior 
in a chariot, rather in a sitting than in a standing posture, 
for the lower part of his body is not visible; and' whilst, 
in a very primitive manner, his head is represented in 
profile, the front side of his breast is given almost without 
any perspective diminution. He holds in his left hand 
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a sword which is still in the sheath, its handle ending 
in a large knob. In his right he holds a long object, 
which ends at the horse's mouth, and which, being at 
first thick and becoming gradually thinner, resembles 
much more a lance than the reins ; and it is difficult, 
to say which of the two the artist intended to represent. 
The chariot is drawn by a stallion, whose outstretched 
legs seem to indicate that he is running at great speed.* 
The tail of the animal stands upright, and it's end only 
forms a curve. The legs and the tail are so thick in 



So. t 4< w . I’ultcrn of ^tiaight and spiral I ret s. 


proportion to the body that, were it not for the head, 
one would think that the sculptor intended to ' repre- 
sent a lion ; the stallion’s ears also appear more like horns 
than like real horse-ears. Just before the horse is standing 
a warrior, apparently naked, who grasps the animal’s head 
with his right hand, and holds in his uplifted left hand a 


* As we never hear of heroic chariots -with one horse, this may foe 
ail imperfect representation of two. The same remark applies to the 
next tombstone. See p. 86. 
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double-edged sword ; he seems to be full of anguish ; his 
head is represented in profile, while the rest of his body is 
shown without the slightest perspective reduction. 

'■ To fill up the vacant space, there is represented below 
this 'figure and below the horse a pattern of volutes, whose 
second, third, and fourth spirals are much larger, in pro- 
portion to the space, than the other five spirals. Mr. 
Postolaccas calls to my notice that the curious relief-band 
above the horse resembles the pelta lunata ofithe Amazons 
on the ancient vases ; this relief-band consists of two 
horizontal spirals opposite to each other. The chariot gives 
us a unique and most precious specimen of the Homeric 
chariot, of which we had before but a confused idea. The 
body of the chariot (neipivs) does not form a semicircle, as 
we were wont to imagine from the sculptures of classical 
antiquity and from the ancient chariot preserved in the 
museum at Munich, but it is quadrangular ; according to 
the Iliad,* the chariot-box was fastened on the chariot every 
time it was used. We see on three sides of the chariot-box 
a band or fillet, which is what Homer f doubtless means by 
the word avrvg, translated by the Earl of Derby ‘ rail.’ 

Unlike Homer’s chariot of the gods, the wheels of which 
(kvkXcl) had eight spokes, the wheels of the chariot before 
us have only four spokes, which form a cross around the 
axle (agovi ap<f>k).% Just behind the warrior in the chariot 

* XXIV. 190 and 267. llomer also uses irdpivOa (the word only 
occurs in the accusative) for the wicker-basket which held the load 
fastened on to a cart (a/xa^o) ; and this, its original sense, may be a 
guide to its form in the chariot also (comp. Od. xv. 131), 
t II V. 727-728 

Si(f>pos xP V(T ^ 0LCrt Kat ru ‘ hiciariv 

fVTtrarcii * Sotal n tpiUpoum &i>nry4s u<riv. 

“ The chariot-board on gold and silver bands 

Was bung, and round it ran a double rail.” 

X My friend, Mr. W. S. W. Vaux, calls my attention to the fact that 
this four-spoked chariot wheel, seen also in the cut No. 120 (p. 74) and 
on the Mycenean intaglios hereinafter described, is characteristic of the 
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there is a very curious sign, the lower part of which forms 
£ 'lifegp ^hhok, ? th® -up^t part a spiral line. M. Postolaccas 
reminds me that this same sign very frequently occurs 
dn the medals of Roman- families, as, for example, on those 
of Julius Caesar, Marcus Antonius, and so forth, and in his 
opinion it is nothing else than the augur-staff, in Latin 
“ tituus .” 

On carefully examining the sculpture of the tombstones, 
I find such a •marvellous accuracy and symmetry in all the 
spiral ornamentation, that I feel almost tempted to think 
such work can only have been produced by a school of 
sculptors which had worked for ages in a similar style. On 
the other hand, the men and the animals are made as rudely 
and in as puerile a manner as if they were the primitive 
artist’s first essay to represent living beings. But still there 
is a great resemblance between the bodies of the animals 
and those of the two lions on the gate ; there is the same 
style of art, and much of the coarseness in the animals 
on the tombstones may be due to the inferiority of the 
calcareous stone; probably the primitive sculptor who 
chiselled them would have produced something better if he 
had had to work on the beautiful hard breccia of which 
the sculpture above the Lions’ Gate consists. 1 have 
therefore not the slightest objection to admit that the 
Sculptured sepulchral slabs may be of nearly the same epoch 
as the lions over the gate. 

earliest Greek coins. The early Egyptian and Ethiopian and Assyrian 
wheels have six spokes. The Persian Acluemenid sculptures show 
chariots with eight-spoked wheels. 



#C;. 


u 

/r- 

jr.y : 


,,, i’ r V*. l ' V Vf ^ . .! vf 1 f; r .’ '■• ' : •• f : v '.'. : : 

lillSfe ^ V; 

■FSN'^V-^’ '^"ti.,. ! '.®» ■■‘•■>' ^^'*'“•'W^ , ''* ^^rl’i^'^'’' : ,i !:: '''k^ L* I ! > J 'jv ' ^i’ -," '■i'' l ’ , i < ' ! • ' ' ' • . ; V ; *,•>!' ,; i''!," I ; h '■"•• ll-j’’*''. 

pk |r Tl‘** •■* 
m IS 

'jr>-Vi#v' 1 ®'. J&* <» ; ; ; %r 'V 




Wm* 





/;'V 
»v :*z> : \'.:\4 



m 

m-} 



, m> 

yi. ’•' / J 1 %t»* 

OwM.,' 

■f J* g .v :!■ 

, ^ : ;:'.b.r, 
,i yiAci 

'■ 'U ’ 


p8|f §? lilipi i il |i ||||§:§ 1 



■ mmmmmimsmmm, 

i# ipiiftiisssatiisii 

: « ■.>..., * " 


The Third Tombstone, found ubuve the Sepulchres in the Acropolis. (4 M.) 
About onc-tenth of the actual size. 


CHAPTER IV. 

E x c a v A T i o \ T s in THE Citadel <> v Mvck continued. 

Wages and worth of labour at Myceme -The double circle of slabs — 

1 wo more sculptured s/iVte - bnseulptured stche — Ashes and bones, 

probably of sacrifices-— Fragments of other sculptured tombstones — 
The style of these sitin', unique — Their probable age about 1500 
tic. A Cyclopean house filled with ashes, bones, &c. — Objects 
found there and in the twelve reservoirs — (ireat significance 
ot the tombstones found in the Acropolis They mark the Royal 
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Tombs, mentioned by JPausanias from tradition only — Excavation 
Of the Treasury close toi. the Lions’ Gate: about as large as that of 
At reus - - Antiquity of the covering-up proved by the ancient 

vases, idols, &c. in the debris above H era-idols, and others, 

found in the dromon, and in the Acropolis : m- Their vast abundance — 
Cow-heads on handles of vases, as at Troy — Moulds for earrings 
and other ornaments of gold and silver, and curious day cones— 
Other ornaments of glazed clay, potstone, &c. - - Numerous 

objects of bronze —Curious wheels Necklace beads of various 

stones, with intaglios of animals, and similar objects of other 
shapes — Two-handled goblets ; the. ..ScVas «1 /ju/»i.kiVcAAuv of Homer - 

Depth of the drhris - - Breach in the great Cyclopean wall, repaired 

by an ancient wall of small stones '['he quarry of Myrenax 


Mycena:, Sept, 9, 1876. 

Since the 19th of August I have continued the excavations 
with an average number of 125 workmen and 4 horse- 
carts, and have made good progress. As it may interest 
the reader to know what wage's are paid here, I mention 
that the daily wages of a common labourer are 
drachmas,* the wages of my overseers 5 to 6 drachmas, and 
the cost of each cart 8 drachmas, but the labourers here 
work much better and are much more honest than those 
in the Troad. ? 

In the trench close to the Lions’ Gate I have been 
obliged to stop the work for a time, the Archaeological 
Society of Athens having promised to send an engineer to 
repair the Cyclopean wall above and beside the gate, and to 
fasten the sculpture of the two lions with cramp-irons, so 
as to secure it against the shock of an earthquake." 

In the large second trench I have brought to light a 
second wall of smaller stones, 1 2 feet high, which runs 
parallel with the great circuit wall, and thus forms a curve 
of about the third part of a circle. It enters the adjoining 
field, which is now being excavated, and its direction parallel 
with the great circuit wall seems to have been unintentional. 
It is not, however, vertical, but its western face slopes at an 


The Greek 'drachma is worth about SC/. English. 
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angle of 75 degrees with the horizon, like the great tower 
of Ilium. It deserves attention that here and there see in 
this wall wrought Hat slabs, which give the impression that 
the wall belongs to a later period than the Cyclopean circuit 
vv|tll. On this wall are two parallel rows of large, closely- 
joined slate of a calcareous stone, which show the same 
inclination as the wall, and appear to form, with the part in 
the adjoining field, a full circle. If so^ the wall, on which 
these rows of slabs stand, #n only have betfn built for the 
purpose of supporting them in this lower part of the Acro- 
polis, and of raising them to the level of their prolongation 
on the much higher neighbouring ground. It deserves 
particular attention that on the inner side of the supposed 
circle, namely, on the side towards which the parallel rows of 
slabs incline, the vacant space lias evidently been filled up 
with debris to the very top of the wall immediately after 
its completion.* 

I frequently found here, at a depth of from three to four 
feet, ashes of burnt animal matter, also masses of bones of 
animals, but no bones which I can identify as human, for 
no skull has turned up. |Ehe space between the two 
slanting parallel rows of slabs was filled with dbbris, mixed 
with innumerable fragments of beautiful archaic pottery, 
and a great many Hera-idols, but no bones were found 
there. Within the curve, and very near to the two parallel 
rows of slabs, I brought to light two more sculptured 
tombstones of a hard calcareous stone (see^qi^^ , 142), 
one of which is in the same line with the two sculptured 
slabs which I have already described, and only 1 ft. 5 in. 
south of them. It is 3 ft. 8£ in. broad at the base, and 
3 ft. in. at top; 6 in. thick, and 4 ft. 2 in. long; and 
thus the line of the three tombstones together is 13 ft. 8. in. 
long. This newly discovered third tombstone (No. 141) 

* This most curious enclosure will be more fully described, and the 
important question of its use discussed, in the following Chapter. 
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shows, like the two others, on its western side, a sculpture 
in bat-reliefj which is divided by a horizontal fillet into 
two compartments, and is encompassed on all sides by two 
parallel fillets. Of the upper part of the stone a piece, 
apparently about one foot high, is missing. In the upper 
compartment is represented a warrior, whose head and neck 
are not now visible on account of the breaking of the 
stone. He is represented standing on a chariot drawn 
apparently by* only one horsed the outstretched hind and 
fore legs and the uplifted tail of which seem to indicate that 
he is running with great velocity, just as on the two tomb- 
stones already described ; the fore and hind legs of the horse 
are not separated, but appear as one broad leg. In this case 
the reins with which the warrior guides the horse are well 
indicated by one broad band ; also the horse's tail is less 
bushy and better proportioned, but the rest of the animal's 
body is a perfect copy of that of the horse on the preceding 
bas-relief. The chariot-box is here exceedingly low, and 
very small when compared with that of the chariot on the 
other tombstone, but it is not less remarkable, because it 
is surrounded by a band o^jfillet ( avTvi 7), which is double 
on the lower part. Just behind this chariot-box is repre- 
sented an enormously broad two-edged knife, the handle 
of which terminates in a very thick knob. As such a 
knife can never fiavc existed, I presume that the artist 
intended S j:0s; repyes<;nt here a two-edged sword with a 
thick end of the handle, but that for want of 

Space he made it very short, without however diminishing 
its breadth, for which there was room enough. The one 
wheel which is visible is much like that of the chariots 
on the other tombstones, for it has also only four spokes, 
forming a cross round the axle. The adversary on foot, 
who is visible on . the right side, and whose upper part is 
likewise missing owing to the breaking of the stone, does 


See note on i>. 8,3, 
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not stand on the same level as the horse and the chariot, 
but he appears as if hovering in the. air, on a level with 
the warrior in the chariot. He assaults the latter with a 
long lance, on which can he seen an object of a peculiar 
form, which much resembles one of the plain Trojan idols,* 
and must have served to attach the lance to the shoulder. 

In the lower compartment we see two large circles, 
forming a figure of eight, lying horizontally, and in each 
of the two circles six spirals, of which the adjacent parts 
are linked -together alternately, on the inside and outside, 
by curved bands in relief. Below the sculpture at the 
foot of the tombstone we see two spiral ornaments im- 
perfectly scratched in the stone, as if the artist had made 
a trial sketch of what he was going to carve on the tablet. 
Our present artists make their sketches on paper, but the 
early. Mycenean sculptor had neither paper and pencil nor 
pen and ink at his disposal, and so he made his trial sketch 
on the stone itself, but on its lower part, which was to be 
sunk into the ground and was therefore hidden from the 
O'e. ' • 

At a distance of only 10 feet south of the sculptured 
tombstone last described, and almost in a straight line 
with the three slabs, is the fourth tombstone (No. 142), 
carved with a bas-relief which likewise faces the west. 
This stele is also a trapezium, 6 in. thick, 6 ft. high, 4 ft. 
broad at the lower end, and 3 ft. io| in. at the upper 
end. Of tire upper end a piece, probably about a foot 
long, is missing. That side of the stele which faces the 
west has a broad border to the right and left, and the 
remaining space is divided into three vertical compart- 
ments of equal breadth, which reach down to more than 
half the height of the stone. With the exception of two 
vertical lines, which form a border to the right and left, 
the middle compartment is left unsculptured, and was 


" See ‘Troy and its Remains, 1 |>. 36, Fi”\ 30. 
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probably intended to represent a column. The two side 
compartments contain a broad wave-pattern, which repre- 
sents the coils of a serpent, and descends vertically from 
the top to the bottom, following the direc- 
tion of the fillets. Though it is only in 
low-relief, it appears to be vigorously carved. 
If, as Dr. Fr. Schlie observes had 

to show this pattern (<*T ; by ;.brc^eii^^®ght 
lines, we should do it in tlid' manner$|ow n 
by the pattern {b). 

^ immediately to the south of this the 

sam£,iine with it, and separated from it by only 6tfefJfoot, 
is .ap^ther tombstone, unsculptured. Two more ufisfculp- 

tured sepulchrafeslabs 
stand close AigStach 
other, 23 feet ^ the 
east of the first 'three 
s c u 1 p to r e<|^tl§m b- 
. stones ; v . apA; r'&t a 
distance' feet 

directly taTfeJ^uth 
of the fp£ira^||tand 
two moi^ydihpulp- 
tured tontbstofii&s, 4 
un- 

and face the west. 

At the foot of the 
sculptured tombstone 
no. 143. first described I 

Piece of a Tombstone. (4 m.) Size 1 ; 5, about. r • •% r 

found a handful of 



black ashes, and among them a large button of wood, 
covered with a thick leaf of gold, on which is engraved 
a circle, and within it a triangle containing the repre- 
sentations of three long broad knives, the handles of 
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which are formed by beautiful spiral lines. I also found 
at the feet of most of the tombstones grey ashes of burnt 
animal matter, which I at first thought was from human 
bodies ; but as I found together with them bones which on 
closer investigation turn out to be those of animals, I 
now think the ashes must be from sacrifices. There 



No, 144. Piece of a Tombstone, (4 M.) Size 1 : 7, about. 


certainly appear to have been some more sculptured tomb- 
stones here, for I find in this and in the adjoining field, 
at a depth of 10 to 13 feet below the surface, a number 
of fragments of sepulchral slelcc. 

Of these the most interesting (No. 143) consists of 
hard calcareous stone, and is 15 in. long, 11 in. broad, and 
6 h in. thick. It represents a boy, apparently naked, who 
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had no doubt been made standing on a chariot, for lie 
holds in his left hand the reins, indicated by a broad band : 
his right hand is also stretched out, but not holding any- 
thing: his head-dress is indicated by two curved lines on 
the head : the two vertical lines to the left were part of the 
border of the stele*. A second fragment is 22 in. long, 



N>». .Piece of Tombstone. ( rl M.) Si/e r : e. 


1 7 in. broad, and 6 in. thick, and consists of a soft cal- 
careous stone, in consequence of which the sculpture is 
much defaced and quite indistinct. 

The third fragment (No. 144), 2 ft. 6 in. long, 2 ft. 
broad, and 6 in. thick, is evidently the upper right-hand 
part of a steh*. This also consists of a soft calcareous 
stone, and the sculpture is consequently much defaced. It 
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is divided by broad fillets into three compartments, of 
which the upper one as well as that to the right contain 
spirals, whilst we see the fore-part of two horses in that 
to the left below. 

Another fragment (No. 145) is apparently the left 
upper part of a stele : it is 1 ft. 8 in. broad, a ft. 2 in. 



'"S;,. / . 


Nos. 14b, 147, X48. 1 liruu pieces of Toinl^.tom:s. (3 4 .m ) Size 1 : b, alvr.it, 

high, and 4 in. thick, and likewise consists oi a soft 
calcareous stone. It has to the left a border of two 
fillets, at the top the slight remnant of one fillet, and is 
divided by a horizontal fillet into two compartments, of 
which the upper one has beautiful spirals, forming the same 
pattern as on No. 140, whilst of the lower compartment 
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only a small part remains, the sculpture of which is 
effaced. 

I also show three fragments of tombstones, all of a 
harder calcareous stone, and therefore better preserved. 
The upper one (No. 146), which is x ft. high, 10J in. 
broad, and 4* in. thick, has a border of two broad and 
three narrower bands, above which only the foot of a horse 
is visible. The two lower fragments (Nos. 147, 148) show 
spiral^} the former is io* in. long and broad, and4|in< 
t^||::the .latter : is 104- in. long, 10 in. broads an^9^|-iri. 
tlSh^ Of two more fragments of stela: of a Soft cilca- 









rebtiff stone (Nos. 149, 150), the first represents to 


the deft spirals, to the right a horse ; the- secQ<i<dtf.^ic|t. 
has btily spirals, is 1 ft. 6 in. high, 16 in. broad, and 4 in, 
thick. 


I have also been fortunate enough to discover, only 
3 ft. below the surface, a piece of a quadrangular column 
of red porphyry, 12% in. long, iof in. broad, and 8 in. 
thick, ornamented with a splendid low relief of palmettos 
lying horizontally (No. 15 1). Two of these stand opposite 
to each other, and are united by a rectangular middle piece, 
which, within an upper and a lower horizontal border, is 
divided on both sides, to the right and left, by three ver- 
tical band-like cuts into seven upright rectangular fields, of 


COLUMNS OF PORPHYRY. 


1876.3 


97 


which the middle one is as broad as the three on either side. 
This middle piece reminds one of the Doric triglyphs. To 
the right and left of the palmettos we see the fragments of 
other ornaments of a similar kind, and it seems that the 
whole column has been decorated in this way. Above the 
palmettos there is a row of denticles, and there has no doubt 
been a similar row below. The two middle palmettos re- 
semble a saloon furnished with seats all round. I further 
cfe|>th of about n ft. 6 in. the ftagmenif 1 <||' 
frieze of red porphyry, 81 in. long, i^||^ 



bfh#^and in. thick, carved with a beautiful spiral (sel 
No: 15 2)'. ■ ■' ^ 

Although, as Dr. Fr. Schlie thinks, the technical 
treatment of the low-relief of all these stelae may not 
be vastly different from a whole series of archaic reliefs 
of ancient Greek art, yet such figures and such an orna- 
mentation have never been found yet on Greek sculp- 
tures. The stelae of Mycenae are, therefore, unique in 
their kind. It is true that the manner of filling up with 
manifold beautiful spiral ornaments the space not covered 
by the forms of men and animals reminds us of the prin- 
ciples of the painting on the so-called orientalizing vases. 


H 
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But nowhere do we see on the sculptures of Mycenp the 
dfftarpentation of plants, which is so characteristic of this 
class of ancient Greek representations. The whole style is 
father a linear ornamentation with forms in powerful low- 
relief, and herein we obtain an interesting guide to that 
epoch in the development of Greek art, which preceded the 
so-called Grrcco-Phenician period, that is the time when 



Nos. 15 a, 153, 154. Fragments of Friezes. Size 1 : 5, about.* 


its course was determined by oriental influences. The 
beginning of this latter period Mr. Newton fixes with 
certainty not later than b.c. 800. But these Mycenean 
representations, which are decorated exclusively with linear 
ornamentation in relief, are again remarkable because we 
see in them living beings such as man, the horse, the dog, 

* The frieze, No. 153, is described, and its broad face Shown on 
p. 140, No. 216; the fragment No. 154 is described on p. 121, 
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and the deer, which are not reduced to a more or less 
linear design, such as those on the Trojan whorls,* but 
which are given, though rudely, and in a puerile way, in 
full bodily form, precisely as the nature of the relief 
requires. 

T[ hese reflections lead us to the conviction that the 
Myccnean reliefs must be brought into relation with the 
afp^m : : arehitecture of Mycense. Let us- compajfoyWifl* 
ffy, the ffrese rved remnants of the ornamentafiqfo,^ 
t^ giiteway of the “ Treasury of Atreus:” ; ,and : .iiil^^ 

I ^^ restpred by Professor I>onaldson.-(- Therefqa 

if f 

British Museum, Justly observed 

is no proof whatever of ,afo:i|j||| 

tfeiai3jt'4fUllf.t&7i(ll»il.Vvf • fWtlUMt nlfru m»n^l.: n w - "L ?&£$!& 




to the twelve small reservoirs on the north 
of my second trench, .is a Cycldpean .house ■ withbfe; : 

; v is ; on its south side 24 ft. 

If cdtitains only one chamber, .17 ft. long and 9L 'fes 
broad ; its east w r all is 3 ft. 4 in., and its west wall 3 ft., 
thick. On the south side it has two walls, the inner one 
3 ft. 4 in., the outer one 3 ft. 8 in., thick ; against its north 
wall, which is 3 ft. thick, leans another, 6J ft. thick; and 
thus the passage of the door, which is on this side, is not 
less than 9 i ft. long. I excavated in this house, and found 
it filled with ashes both of wood and of animal matter^ 
intermixed with bones, particularly of swine, and with 


See ‘ Troy and its Remains,’ Plates xxvii-xxxi. 
t See supplementary volume to Stuart’s ‘ Athens.’ 
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millions of fragments of painted archaic vases. But I found 
nothing worth mentioning, except a certain quantity of 
baked wheat and vetches, a weight of jasper with a perfo- 
rated handle for suspension (No. 155), some well-preserved 
archaic vases, the fragment (No. 1 56) of a vase with sieve- 
like perforations, and a certain number of whorls of blue 
stone. One of these vases is particularly interesting for its 
painted ornamentation, showing two swans, which hold 
their heads together, much like the tw <5 eagles in the 
Russian arms. 



No. X55. A Jasper Weight, with a hole for suspension. (5 i M.) Actual size. 


1 have not been more lucky with the twelve small 
reservoirs formed of four large slabs, for they contain 
nothing else than the remnants of household utensils, and 
particularly fragments of archaic vases. 

The four sculptured and Tve unsculptured sepulchral 
slabs undoubtedly mark the sires of tombs cut deep in the 
rock, the exploration of which, however, I must needs delay 
until I have terminated all my excavations in the northern 
part of the Acropolis. 

The presence of these numerous sepulchres near the 
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Lions’ Gate, and thus in, the most prominent part of the 
citadel, in a place where one would have expected to 
find die king’s palace, is very significant ; the more so, as 
the slabs of the two parallel rows perfectly resemble the 
five unsculptured tombstones and the slabs of the tw'elve 
small reservoirs, and all these monuments appear to have 
been erected simultaneously. 

I know of no example in history of an acropolis having 
ever served as «, burial place, except the small building of 
the Caryatides in the Acropolis of Athens, which was called 



No. 156. Fragment of a perforated Terra-cotta Vase. (2 J At.) Actual size. 

the Sepulchre of Cecrops, the first king of Athens. But 
we now know with certainty that Cecrops is nothing else 
than Kacyapa or Cacyapa, who was a sun-god, and thus 
the story of Cecrops having been buried in the Acropolis is 
a pure myth. But here in the Acropolis of Mycenae the 
tombs are no myth, they are a tangible reality. But who 
have the great personages been, and what immense services 
did they render to Mycenae, to have received the signal 
honour of such a burial place ? 

I do not for a moment hesitate to proclaim that I have 


102 


EXCAVATIONS IN THE CITADEL. 


[Chap. IV. 


found Uere the sepulchres wliich Pausanias, following the 
tradition, attributes to Atreus, to the “ king of men,” Aga- 
’Aremnon, to his charioteer Eurymedon, to Cassandra, and 
to their companions. But it is utterly impossible that 
Pausanias should have seen these tombstones, because, 
when he visited Myceme, about 170 a.d., all the 
sepulchral monuments had for ages been covered by 
a layer of pre-historic debris , from 8, to 10 ft. thick, 
on which an Hellenic city had been builo and had again 
been abandoned about four centuries before his time, 
after having added a layer of Hellenic ruins, 3 ft. thick, 
to the deep stratum of prehistoric remains. Thus he 
could only have known of the existence of these sepulchres 
by tradition. 

In the Treasury close to the Lions’ Gate the work ad- 
vances but very slowly, the^soil being as hard as stone, and 
only to-day has my trench reached a sufficient: depth to 
enable me to begin the excavation of the triangular space 
above the door. My supposition that this Treasury would 
turn out to be nearly of the same size as the Treasury of 
Atreus seems to be confirmed by the width of the 
approach (“dromos”), which is in the latter 20 ft. 7 in., in 
the former 19 ft. 8 in., broad. 

These conical buildings, 50- ft. high, were constructed 
under the slope of a hill, and were destined to remain subter- 
ranean : for, as before stated, the outside surface of the stones 
is quite irrcgvdar, and the whole building is covered all 
round with a thick layer of stones, the weight of which 
holds the masonry fast together. I feel certain that the 
tradition is correct which says that these mysterious build- 
ings served as the store-houses of the wealth of the early 
l#igst»^t there can be no doubt that as long as they 
scafctdvas treasuries the “ dromos ” and the entrance gate 
were unobstructed, and the great question, therefore, arises, 
why and when were the “dromos” and the gate hidden 
under the tremendous masses of dSrisf 
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ff has been asserted* that they Avert? buried at' the fifne bf 
the? Dorian invasion; l>ut did the excavation of the Treasury 
of At reus iii 1810 by Veli Pasha, the' son of Alt Pasht, 
produce any tiling else . 

there COTltl nilfl.llv verv No. 157. Piece of a Painted Vs*e, from the “ droinos " o! 

y y the Treasury near the Lions' Gate, (ai m.) Half-size, 

ancient painted pottery 

with geometrical patterns, resembling the Attic vases which 
until now have been considered as the most ancient terra- 
cottas in Greece ; as well as 
very rude terra-cotta idols 
of Hera in the female and 
cow forms. The style of the 
pottery is seen in the an- 
nexed piece (No. 15 7), which 
shows to the right of the 
handle a p|-J of which only- 
part is visible, and then 1 
follows a row of the fre- No. i 5 «. Kra K .ne„, of the ^mcl’McrylTOm 

the drornos. (5 m,) Half-size. 

quently recurring animal in 

form of a crane, but which may have been intended to 
represent a horse, and after that follows a beautiful band 


No. 158. Fragment of the same Pottery frona 
the “ drornos.” (5 m.) Half-size. 
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of key-patterns. On another fragment (No. 158) is 
paly a row of the same birds or horses between two 
•bands, each of three parallel circular lines; also a small 
can, ornamented with vertical lines, was found there. Of 
course it is perfectly certain that the debris which covers 
the entrance has been brought there from other places, 
but as it contains solely fragments of very ancient painted 
terra-cottas nearly all of them with geometrical patterns, 



ute . 159. Idol of Tcwa-cotta, with a Cow’s hdad, on the handle of a Vase. (4 m.) Actual size.- 

the filling-up of the entrance must have been already 
effected in a remote antiquity, and the Treasury itself 
is doubtless more ancient than the Treasury of Atreus. 

Of the idols found in the “ dromos " before the Treasury 
now in question the .most ancient Hera-idols, in the shape 
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of a woman, are 1 very rudely made, sometimes without painted 
ornaments, and they have a head either oblong or round, with 
or without a diadem, and large eyes. Some are with breasts* 
others without; the hands are either protruding or folded 
on the breast. To the same epoch no doubt belong the 
female idols with a very 
compressed bare head, 
large eyes, out-stretched 
hands, and no breasts ; or 
with two breasts, below 
which a horn protrudes 
on eash side, so that both 
horns together form a 
semicircle;* also the male 
idol, with its head orna- 
mented in front with a 
diadem, bearing a star, a 
long aquiline nose, large 
eyes, and a long protrud- 
ing beard ;f and some 
very archaic cow idols, 
with painted red or black 
ornamentation (see No. 

1 1 B, p. 74) ; also the 
fragment of a vase of 
granite, and a small female 

figure 111 silver with loru? No. t-do. IdolofTerra-coUawitIia(..W\sht\'ul. 

. O (a M.) . Actual size. 

hair. 

In the Acropolis the most common idols are those 
of Hera as a woman with horns or in the shape of a 
cow. In fact, they are so abundant that up to this time I 
have been able to gather more than (say) 700 of them, but 
all are more or less mutilated. Among the forms of the idols 
found abundantly in the Acropolis I must further mention 



* See No. 94. 


t Sec No. 106. 
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that with a round uncovered bird’s head-,* and that with 
a ..tilery compressed head, with large eyes, and a. polos in the 
ffeli of a bowl, on which is often painted a cross; both 
these idols hold their hands on the breasts, and have no 
characteristic of the cow.f I the 

very frequently occurring idol, the whole middle part of 
which is in tlie form, or nearly so, of a disk,J and which 



No. 161. Cow-headed Idols of Hern, (1*5 M,) Half-size. 


may have been intended primitively to represent the full 
moon, because Hera was originally the moon-goddess, and 
her cow-horns, and subsequently her whole cow-character, 
cannot but be derived from the symbolic horns of the 
crescent moon. Lastly, I have to mention the less frequent 
female idol with a perfectly modelled cow-head ; but 


* See No. too. + See No. xoi. % See Nos. 90-93. 




i8 7<5.J COW-HEADS’ 0N VASE-HANDLES. lQ y 

**' h "“ llcMf «•«, and the 

f }' f . Watt is always; incomplete, never reacltW 
further down than the hr^,^ , r , mn S 

aic bre4st ’ and frequently finishing 



mth the neck, o„ which the necklace i, never forgotten. 
By a « range ccncidence the three or font terLc«a 


Sec Nos. 159, 160, and the coloured Plate D, figs, n, o, p. 
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cow-heads found in Troy were likewise on -the handles of 
vases.* One headless -Hera-idol was founds with two well 
preserved liorns and two breasts. The head is not broken 
off, for it was never intended to have a head, I may. also 
mention that many perfectly flat idols were found, showing 
on each side a head with a long muzzle and large eyes in 
profile but no indication of horns. (See No. i6i.f) 

pkcept the button with a gold plate, already mentioned, 
no objects of gold or silver have been fo undo yet ; but that 
these metals were in extensive use cannot be doubted. I 
found a mould consisting, according to Professor Xavier 
Landerer, of very fine dark red granite ; it shows oh Both 
sides together fourteen different fanciful types of earrings 
and other ornaments, all of which were probably cast in 
gold v or silver (see No. x6a). I found also a smaller 
mould, which consists, according to the same Professor, of 
basalt, and is in form of a cube (see No. 163): it has on 
all the six sides moulds for casting ornaments, of which 
the types may be seen in the engravings; amongst others, 
it has a type for casting small cones with parallel horizontal 
circles, of which I find; here a large number. (See No. 164.) 
They consist of a lustrous blackish mass, which Professor 
Landerer; has analysed and found to consist of a hard- 
baked clay which has been varnished with a lead glaze. 
Mr.- Newton also kindly showed me, among the objects 
found in the tomb at lalysus, very small cones with parallel 
horizontal circles of the very same composition as these 
Mycenean cones. I also very frequently .find here small 
disks of the same composition, with impressed flowers ;pr 
othet ornamentation, which must have served as ornaments 


^ ^ See ‘ Troy and its Remains,* p. 294. 

t i call particular attention to the Egyptian sepulchral paintings 
published by Mr. G. A. Hoskins in his ‘ Travels in Ethiopia and Upper 
Egypt/ where we see among the offerings some vases from which 
similar heads look out. 
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on the doors or elsewhere (No. 165), and these also figure 
in the British Museum among the objects from the tomb 



No. 163. Four faces of a six-sided Mould of i’asalt. (5 m.) Actual size. 


of Ialysus. The quadrangular piece (No. 166), on which 
may be seen a very well-represented cuttle-fish between two 



Nos. 1 64, ibs, 166. Ornaments of Glazed Clay. (3-4 m.) Actual size. 


vertical borders with teeth-like cuts, has four perforations 
for attaching it with pins. As I have already mentioned, 
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tbr object -Na* t 6f'i' which >‘t«S ''the ■ f6trto s %f a mushroom, 
fetor a peroration in its whole length, 13 of the same 


hi '"lrnam^e|^^^^^:tb^^ead 
alon|S^>trh4^|W ^:|||wer 

nish^ffi^pS^rhere was further found# large permuted 
bead (No. 168). 



Nos. 167, *68, 169. Ornaments of Glazed Clay. (3-4 m.) Actual size. 


* I also very often find small objects in the form of a 
cone or with points more obtuse, and in this case perforated ; 


they are turned from a mineral, which, according to Professor 
Landerer, is the Siphnian stone ( lapis ollaris), commonly 
called potstone. The same scholar calls my attention to a 
passage of Pliny, who says : “ On the island of Siphnos there 
is a stone which is hollowed out and turned for vases; these 
latter are very useful for cooking victuals or for the pre- 
servation of eatables, which, as we know', is the case with 


xhfr '&mnes stone in Italy, The Siphnian stone has 
peculiarity that, being heated, it becomes black by the 
cqJ$J^.of oil and much harder, it being naturally j|t 

cjnj^fhrtted and used fo^ ofnafoents.” The srnait' : '‘Cid^fe, 
.stone have In the loveer border two im^y foJep^x 
t, which musthaVe|^<^ made for the pins b|f 
>bjeet was ; ^fosten:i^fe^ : '::A ; likeness of sueh^sa 
f§“Nn. 172 ; of another object of the same 
No. 169. The curious object. No. 171, which has almost 
the form of a Trojan idol, is of decomposed glass, but its 
use is inexplicable to me ; it has on its lower side a tubular 
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hole for fastening it, to somsthiftg else* . and may have 
served as- aft ornament. The little ball, No. 1 70, on which 



Nos. 170, 17X, 172. Ornaments of Glared Clay, &c. (3-4 m.) Actual sure. 


we see curious incised drawings, is of very hard baked 
clajUtPf 1 also find very frequently button-like objects, like 
thofe already shown under No. 126,* which, according 
to Professor Landerer, have been turned out of a stone 
call^dy^';fi^fe' 7 %rpentinus.’* I cannot explain the tise of 
them otherwise than that they have served as ornaments 
in the doors and on the walls, like No. 167. There was 
also found a large perforated bead of white glass, and 
further a large block of diorite, with circular moulds for 
casting various objects. 

A treasure of bronze objects was found at a depth of 
13 feet. It consists of five knives (like Nos. 121-125),! 
two small wheels and an inexplicable object with a ring.J 
two lances, two double-edged hatchets (No. 173); hair- 
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pins, two vases, and remnants of four others, and a tripod. 
It is incomprehensible to me for what purpose the wheels 
may have served ; they can never have been intended for 
rotJp&ft, for,;as ma:y be'Seetv by the' is 

attached to them, a quadrangular handf^wh^h proves that 
they can never have been turned round. From one of the 
whils t this handle is broken oft' ; as for- the rest, the 
w h qsjis perfectly resemble those represented on* the chatiots 
in the sculptures, for there are four spoke.% which form a 
cross round the axle. Also two very small and exceedingly 
curious wheels of lead were found, the one at the depth of 
1 1 ft. 8 in., the other at i6i ft. J 
* There were also found a certain number of lentoid gems 
of steatite, onyx, or agate, polished, nearly round, and 



Nos. 174-181. Lentoid Gems. (4-7 m.) Actual size. 


somewhat convex, with intaglios of animals, which are very 
archaic, but show in several instances an advanced art; all 
of these have evidently belonged to necklaces. No. 176 
is of steatite (lapis ollaris) \ i% gives us a Very rude and 
primitive representation of an animal with a very long tail, 

* See under No. r 20, p. 74. + 

+ Also engraved under No. 120. I here again call particular atten- 
tion to the fact, that the depth in which each object has been found is 
always marked in metres below each object in the engravings. 
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long legs, and a pointed head, which is turned backward, 
and on which we see a horn standing vertically: probably 
we must understand that this horn covers the second horn : 
the jbMidymf the animal resembles the body of a horsbV the 
head that of an antelope. No. 178 is of red agate, .and 
this also gives a rude representation of an animal with its 
head turned backward ; above its hinder part is a trident, 
and It is difficult to distinguish whether the primitive 
artist intended f to represent by this 
the animal's uplifted tail or some- 
thing else. The most beautiful of' 
all the intaglios is of red onyx 
(No. 174), showing an antelope 
perfectly ,true to nature. Both 
horns are well represented, and the 
head and body are beautiful ; the 

*' t 

animal seems to kneel on its two 
fore-legs ; the tail is lifted sideways 
above the back. I call particular attention to the object 
above the back of this animal ; it looks like an overturned 
flower-pot, with a long plant lying horizontally. 1 he object 
on the lentoid gem (No. 183) cannot be recognised ; this 
gem consists of serpentine. On No. 184, which is of, black 
agate, we again see a very rudely-engraved animal with the 
head turned back, but without horns. No. 185 is a bead. 




No. x 82 -185. Lentoid ( lent-, nmi .1 
bead. {3-6 M 4 Size 3 : 4. 
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Nos. 186-189. Lentoid Gem, flintier ami beads. (3-6 m.) Size 3: 4. 

Another beautiful intaglio (No. 186), on black serpen- 
tine, represents an animal with the head turned back and 
very large eyes; it seems to run with great speed. The 

1 





ii4 


EXCAVATIONS IN THE CITADEL. 


[Chap. IV. 


object No. 189 is also of black serpentine, and has no 
intaglio. Similar lentoid gems, with rudely-incised animals, 
found in the Greek islands, are in the gold room oi 
the British Museum, and I call particular attention to 
theqi, as well as to the lentoid gem of rode crystal, repre- 
senting in intaglio a goat, which turns her head. This 
gem, again, was found in the repeatedly-mentioned 
sepulchre of lalysus, and is also in the British Museum. 
Very pretty is the small parallelopiped (Ng. 1 82), likewise 
of serpentine, ornamented on two sides with fourteen 
lines which cross each other, and on the other two sides 
with two incised squares, in each of which we see a small 
citcle with a point in the centre. No. 187 represents 
a light green cylinder of opal, on which a human head 
is rudely carved, with closed eyes, a very broad nose, a 
large mouth, and a necklace, and very much in the ancient 
Egyptian style of art. It is cylindrical, and has no hole, 
and it seems therefore not to have served as a stick-handle. 
No. 1 88 is a bead of white glass ; No. 180 is an object of 
blue glass cast in the form of a long but narrow mussel- 
shell, surrounded by horizontal parallel cuts ; it is coloured 
with cobalt; No. 179 is a small bead of blue glass twice 
perforated. There is also^ well-polished brown onyx, 
without any intaglio, and it deserves attention that a 
similar one was found in the tomb of lalysus. No. xBi is 
of an artificial glass paste. I repeat that, with the exception 
of Nos. 175, 180, 187, all these objects are perforated and 
are beads or lentoid gems of necklaces. 

Of combinations of signs resembling inscriptions, I 
have hitherto only found three or four ; one of them is on 
both sides of a mutilated Hera-idol in the form of a woman 
(sec No. .102); another inscription is on a mutilated cow- 
idol * ; and a third is on a disk (No. 190). Of all of them 
1 have sent copies to Professor Max Muller, who considers 

^ ^ 

See the Coloured Plate B, fe. <r 
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them too indistinct and fragmentary to warrant any expres- 
sion of opinion for the present. 



So. tf jo. A Disc of Terra-Cotta, with an uncertain appearance of an Inscription. (5 m.) Actual size. 


1 found at a depth of 6 feet a short Greek inscription : 

T»BEI?oo*)EM 

for which, however, I cannot claim a higher antiquity than 
the 6th century u.c. ; in fact, the fragment of a vase on 
which it is scratched is of the usual black Hellenic pot- 
tery, which is so widely different from the archaic, pottery 
of Myccnjc that I could not venture to attribute it to a 
remoter epoch than the 5th century, were it not for the 
archaic characters which are decidedly of the 6th century. 
But this fragment of black pottery again gives us an idea 
of the age of the ancient Mycenean pottery. I suppose 
that the first O stands for OY, the second O for XI, and 
that the sign is merely a comma. 1 read it thus: tou 
rjpmk 1), “1 am sprung from the hero."' 

Besides the goblets already mentioned in the form of large 
Bordeaux wine-glasses with one handle,* which continue to 
be found in enormous quantities, there are also frequently 
found goblets of the same form with two handles. Although 
these goblets have not the slightest resemblance to the 


* See Nos. 83, 84, S8, pp. 70, 71. 
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splendid Trojan goblets,* * * § yet, like the latter, those with two 
handles can fully claim to represent the Homeric Senas 
a/jL<[)iKvnekXoi f . I think Aristotle f is wrong in his theory 
that the dp.<.])iKvne\\ov had the shape of a bee’s cell. The 
best judge, nay, the highest authority, for the form of the 
Homeric Senas dfjLtjnKvnekkor must necessarily be Homer 
himself; and according to him the Senas a/MfyiKvneXkov is 
always synonymous with dkeurov dfjL<]jo)Tov,l which latter 
cannot possibly mean anything else than ajsimple goblet 
with a large handle on each.side. In speaking of the shape 
of the Homeric Senas dpfjyiKvnekkoi \ Athemrus § does not 
even mention the opinion of Aristotle, but lie cites the 
opinion of Asclepiades of Myrlea, who says that a/u/n- 
Kvnekkov does not mean anything else than that the goblet 
is dix<f)iKvpTov. But the following phrase leaves no doubt 
that the latter word signifies u with two handles,” and. this is 
confirmed by Tassow\s Greek Lexicon (ed. Rost and Palm). 

As far as my excavations have proceeded, I nowhere find 
an accumulation of debris exceeding 26 ft.; and even this 
depth is only found near the great circuit wall. Thence 
The rock rises rapidly, and further on the depth of the 
debris is not more than from 13 to 20 ft. On the west 
side the Cyclopean wall has been nearly demolished for 
a distance of 46 ft., and on its interior side a wall of 
small stones joined with earth has been built to sustain its 
ruins. It must remain mere guesswork when the Cyclo- 
pean wall was destroyed and the small wall built, but at all 
events this must have occurred long before the capture of 
Mycemn by the Argives in 468 b.c., because th# small wall 
was buried deep in the prehistoric debris. 

The great quarry, whence all the stones for the Cyclo- 
pean walls, the Treasuries, and other buildings, were cut, is 
on the site of and around the village of Charvati, a little 

* See 4 Troy and its Remains/ p. 158. 

f Hist . Animal. IX. 40. 

f See Od. III. 41, 46, 50 and 63, and XXII. 9* 10, 86, 

§ tSei/7ri'Oirit<f>urTaL 7 ^ 3 * 
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over a mile from this place; but the rock lias in no instance 
been cut away deeper than the surface. I give a view pf 
this village, in which the greater part of the ancient 
quarry is visible.* The name Charvati is no doubt derived 
from the Arabic word (ruins), which has passed over 

into the Turkish language. 

Mrs. Schliemann and I superintend the excavations 
from morning till dusk, and we suffer severely from the 
scorching sur# and incessant tempest, which blows the 
dust into the eyes and inflames them; but in spite of these 
annoyances, nothing more interesting can be imagined than 
the excavation of a prehistoric city of immortal glory, 
where nearly every object, even to the fragments of pottery, 
reveals a new page of history. 


a a 




.No. 190/. Pattern or the Slams, foe mint: the Double Parallel Circle enclosin'!-. 

tir: Auoka.;. 

A. One of th ^vertical inner and outer .slabs, both being inclined inward*, towards the enclosed 
space of the Agora, at an angle of 75V 

P. One of the cross slabs, with the tenons, b . b, to drop into the notches a, a. 

N.li. — -Thi* -dabs are not all of the dimensions here shown, but vary in size in different parts of the 
circle. (Sec p. ia.p) 

The slabs of the double circle, which serves both as the enclosure of the Agora and for its benches 
are in a slanting position from the entrance on the north side all along ihc ca»t side until a few yards 
before the point on the south side where the double circle passes from the rock on to the wall which 
supports it in the lower part of the Acropolis. At this point the slabs have the maximum size, which 
seems to have been maintained by all the slabs which stood on the supporting wall, and which have 
now nearly all fallen ; but their inclination can be recognized by observing those still standing on the 
north-west side of the circle. On the north, on both • odes of the entrance, where the Agora isbordeicd 
by those tomb-like recesses in which we have recognized small reservoirs, the slabs of these rere.-sex are 
of necessity all perpendicular, because, had they been slanting, they would not have sustained the, 
pressure of the water. V : 


* See Vignette 1 to Chapter V. p. nS. 




No. i()x. The Village of Charvati,i with the ancient Quarry of Mycenax 

CHAPTER V- 

Excavatjons in and near the Ac ropo u s —continued. 


THE LIONS’ GATE AND THE AGQRA. 

The Treasury excavated by Mrs. Schliemann — Older and less sumptuous 

than that of Atreus — The entrance, its ornaments -Archaic 

pottery found in the passage — Necklace beads • — Fragment of a 
marble frieze — Threshold of the Lions’ Gate — The great double 

row of parallel slabs, probably not of a remote antiquity- -'the 

Acropolis only partly accessible to chariots — The gateway double, 
like the Sc Lean Gate at, Troy -- Corridors of Cyclopean, house- 
walls - Ilera-idols and arrow-heads of bronze and iron — Door- 

keepers lodge — Retaining .walls — Tower of the Acropolis resting 
on a massive wall — The double circle of slabs formed the enclosure 
of the royal tombs and the Agora — Arguments in proof of tins view 
—Objects of interest found there— -A vast. Cyclopean house with 
ciSjjpms and water conduit, probably the ancient Royal Palace — 
The spring Perseia- — No windows m the house — Obfects of art and 

luxury found there — An ony x seal -ring Vase-paintings of mail-clad 

warriors — Hand-made pottery in the Acropolis. 


Mycenae, Sept. 30, 1876. 

i tNC IS the 9th inst. I have continued the excavations with 
the greatest energy, employing constantly 125 workmen 
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and five horse-carts, and the weather being beautiful I 
have made excellent progress. In the Treasury, in which 
Mrs. Schliemann is excavating, we work with thirty 
labourers and two horse-carts, and find the very greatest 
difficulty in removing the hundreds of huge wrought stones 
which have fallen from the vault. 

The interior walls of this Treasury have never been 
covered with brazen plates like the Treasury of Atreus here 
and the : Trea^iry of Minyas in Orchomenus ; at least, I 
see nowhere in the stones the holes of the bronze nails by 
which the metal plates were fastened; but I cannot avoid 
mentioning that: on the inner east side of the Treasury, 
there protrudes from between the stones the fragment 
of a bronze plate, which sticks so fast that it cannot b# 
drawn out; I therefore suppose that it was fastened there 
when the Treasury was built.* It appears hardly possible 
that this could have -happened merely by accident, but on 
the other hand I find it difficult to believe rlntt this bronze 
plate could be a remnant of an ancient wall-coating of 
bronze plates, Mjjfich were not fastened to the stones with 
nails but were attached in the joints between them, because 
in tliis case, I presume, we ought to find remnants of those 
[dates in many places. 

This Treasury is less sumptuous, and appears to be 
more ancient, than the Treasury of Atreus here, or the 
Treasury of Minyas at Orchomenus. 

The entrance, which is 13 ft. long and 8 ft. broad, is 
roofed with four slabs 183- ft. in length ; the holes for the 
upper door-hinges are 5 in. deep. From certain traces in the 
walls it appears that the entrance has been ornamented on 
the right and left with two semi-columns, which we lufjSe to 
find by digging deeper. A remnant of an ornamentation 
with semicircles is visible on the slab above the entrance, 
and the same can easily* be distinguished in the engraving 
of the 'Treasury.* After having been buried for ages Uv 


See the Frontispiece, Plate V. 
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the damp debris, the large wrought stones of the ot 

the approach (dromos) and of the facade of this.. r ^a4ur^ 
have contracted by exposure to the sun, and, as may b& 
seen from the engraving, a great number of them hav<| 
crevices. / : , 

As in the Treasury of Atreus and in the 
the triangular space above the entrance is tormecl^^^kn 
oblique approximation of the ends of the courses pf ^fohy; 
On all three sides of this triangle, can bet seen 
which make it highly probable that it has once been^jled 
up by a triangular piece of sculpture similar to that ab^||s 
the Lions’ Gate.* 

Among the archaic pottery found in the “dromes” 
^before the Treasury, the very rudely modelled men on 
horseback holding the horse’s neck with both hands, of 
which also several were found in the tomb at laiysus, 
deserve particular attention ; further, the fragments -of, 
large painted vases profusely covered with an ornamenta- 
tion of key patterns, zigzag lines, stripes of ornaments like 
fish-spines, bands with very primitive representations of 
cranes or swans, or circles with flowers, and occasionally 
with the sign FEt Vases with such geometrical patterns 
are sometimes found in Athens, and have liitherto been 
universally considered to be the most ancient pottery of 
Attica, but I perfectly share my learned friend Mr. Chas. 
T. Newton’s opinion, that the vases with geometrical 
patterns are later than all the different sorts ofAter ra - 
cottas found in the live Royal tombs, and hereafter to be 
described. Of vases with other patterns I- have found but 
very few fragments. Together with these fragments of 
pottery there was found part >f a necklace with a, large 
bead of white glass (No. 2.05), two beads of fluOf»sffcir of/ 
a transparent bluish, and three of a red-bfuislf colour, a|j(. 
perforated and strung on a thin copper wire (Nos. 2of|. 

w "0 - % 

* ■See Plan K, winch shows the Plan and Sections of this Treasury. 

t See the examples grouped on the two Plates, Nos.' 192-204. 
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i&0£i 209) ; also the fragment of a white marble frieze 
ornamentation.* Just above the lower part ot 



the “dromos” are the foundations of an Hellenic house, 
apparently of the Macedonian period. 

The A rch acologi caJ^Society in Athens has not yet sent 
an engineer to consolidate the sculpture above the Lions’ 
Gate, and ..to repair the Cyclopean wall close to it; but 
they intend still to do so. Meanwhile they have allowed 


me to continue the excava- 
tions at the Lions’ Gate 
on the condition that I leave 
to the right and left of it 
a considerable portion of the 
situ in order to 
faejj^l^; .the raising of the 
bldcics which are necessary 
for the . repairs. Therefore 
I have been able to resume 
the excavations at the Lions’ 
Gate, apd I have brought to 



lijjht its enormous threshold. Two exact drawings of this 
are appended. It consists of a very hard block of breccia 


See No. 154, p. 98. 
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15 ft. ktftg and 8 ft. broad. The ruts caused by ^le^iaridt^ 
wheels, of which* all guide books speak, exist ■ <$nly 'in tli£ : 
imagination of enthusiastic travellers, but not in reality, 
The immense double parallel row of closely joined slabsf 
which I have brought to light in close proximity to the 
Lions 1 Gate, would now altogether bar the access of 
chariots to the Acropolis. But as I cannot ascribe a very 
remote antiquity to the wall which sustains the double row 
of slabs in the lower part of the Acropolis, sb neither can I 
claim a high antiquity for the circle of slabs itself, and before 
its erection chariots could certainly have had access to the 
Acropolis. But on account of the precipitous slopes of 
the cliff, it is impossible that chariots should ever have 
'■penetrated further than the first or lowest of the six natural 
or artificial terraces. Thus it is obvious that chariots were 
but little in use here, and «that beasts of burden, horses, 
mules, or asses, were employed in their stead. No doubt 
the fifteen small straight parallel furrows, which arc cut 
all along the surface of the threshold to prevent the beasts 
of burden from slipping, might have been mistaken for ruts 
of chariot-wheels. But again, the threshold having been 
deeply buried in the debris for ages, and at all events since 
the capture of the Acropolis by the Argives (468 b.c.), no 
mortal eye can have seen it for more than 2300 years. 

There is a quadrangular hole, 1 ft. 3 in. long and 1 ft. 
broad, in the middle of the threshold, where the two doors 
ol the gate met. The threshold further shows on its 
east side a straight furrow, artistically cu^^ v J^y|||p^incl 
on its west side another which forms a these 

seem to have served as channels for rain water, the rush of 
whim must have been great, the threshold being lower than 
the natural rock forming the floor of the passage, which rises 
gradually. In the side of the threshold which faces the 
florth is a long artificial hole of peculiar form, which 
j^just- have been connected with the gate in *®j|ne Way or 
c pther, lor a cutting of exactly tlfe same fpifpi /Exists in the 
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large ; j|a£,|jj|one in the middle of the gate at Troye , At 
a .distan^Mf i t Jr ft. from the threshold* on. either side 
of the passage there is,. as at Troy,* a quadrangular mask 
of Cyclopean masonry, 2 ft. broad and high, and 3 ft. 
long, which marks the site of a second gate of wood. 

Further on to the right 1 have brought to light, below 
the foundations of an Hellenic house, quite a labyrinth of 
Cyclopean house-walls, forming a number of parallel cor- 
ridors from 4. ft. to ft. broad, filled with stones and 
debris , which I am now clearing out. One of the cor- 
ridors leads straight into the Cyclopean house already 
described.f In several places the walls retain traces of 
their clay-coating. 1 found here many Hera-idols, also 
three arrow-heads, all of bronze; two have barbs (ykwydves ) ; 
the third has the form of a pyramid, like the Carthaginian 
arrows which I found last year in my excavations in 
Motye in Sicily. 

To the left of the entrance is, first, the small chamber 
of the dpor-keeper, and then follows a wall of huge stones, 
intended merely to sustain the masses of debris (24 ft. 
to 26 ft. high) which have been washed down from the. 
mount in the course of ages. Further on, in the same 
line, is a Cyclopean wal 1 (166 ft. long and 30 ft. high) 
of enormous stones joined together with small ones, which, 
as already mentioned, is crowned by the ruins of a tower, 
and gives the Acropolis a peculiarly grand aspect.;}: This 
wall was imbedded from 10 ft. to 12 ft. deep in the debris , 
and-|||||||M^|«igj^rought to light down to the rock on 
which 

My supposition that the double parallel row of large 
slabs would be found to form a complete circle has 1#een 
prov ed cptrect. One-half of it rests on the wall which was 

* See tliej^lait of the fails’ Gate, No. 22, p. 34. Coni]). ‘Troy 
and its 303, 321. ; 

t Chahterayj |ji^o > i See Plates VI. and VII. 
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in.tei^|pl toptipport it m the lower part of the A£bhj£>lis,the 
is founded on the higher flat rack^s^l^ouches 
the Cyclopean wall .before merttaofied ; the 
entrance to it is from the north side.* S a 

first I thought that the space between the two rows 
might have served for libations or for offerings of flowers in 
honour of the illustrious dead. But I now find' this to be 
impossible, because the double row of slabs was originally 
covered with cross-slabs, of which six are still in situ ; they 
are firmly fitted in and consolidated by means of notches, 
r j to 3’. in. deep, and 4 in. broad, in the upper edges of 
the aslant standing slabs of the two parallel rows, which 
received similar projections on the cross stones, forming a 
mortice and tenon joint. f As these latter exist on all 
the slabs, there can be.no doubt that the whole circle was 
originally covered in the same way- The vertical slabs 
are front 4 ft. 2 in. to 8 ft. 2 in. long and t ft. 8 in. 
to 4 ft. broad, and the largest are in the two places 
whejfe the double row descends from the rock* to the 
supporting wall. Inside, there is first a layer of stones 
1 ft? 4 in. thick, for the purpose of holding the slabs in 
their place ; the remaining space is filled up with pure earth 
mixed with long thin cockle shells in the places where the 
fipriginal covering retains in its position, or with household 
remains, mixed with innumerable fragments qf archaic 
pottery wherever the covering is missing. This circum- 
stance can leave no doubt that rite cross slabsAvere only 
removed after the city had been captured ajnd^^lfesfer ted , 
because all the fragments of archaic pott#j|ph'tSf 'fiCCessarily 
hsj,ye been washed down by the rain from the fijre natural 
Or ipificial upper terraces of the Acropolis, anef- this can 
of course only have taken place after Mycenmifiad been 
abandoned by its inhabitants. 

ilt must be particularly observe® 

Flan G and Plates VI., VI f. p. 117 . 
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ment of slabs slopes inwards at an angle of 75"; so t|«ar, 
the ground ySthin the circle being raised, as- just described, 
the horizontal slabs formed a 
continuous bench, on which 
people could sit, looking to- 
wards the enclosure, the in- 
clination leaving convenient 
room for the feet, as is the 
case also with the stone seats f 
for the priests in the theatre 
of Dionysus at Athens. 

My esteemed friend, Pro- 
fessor F . A. Paley, has been 

. ~ . 1 Mo. -•!.>(?. HoncTi ol tin- a ora. , 

the first to advance the 

opinion, accepted by Mr. Charles T. Newton and by myself, 
that the double parallel circle of slabs, having been in the 
most solid way covered with cross slabs, must necessarily 
have served as a bench to sit upon and as the enclosure 
of the Agora of Mycenru. He thinks that the first idea 
for the form of an Agora was given by the circular-dances 
(kvk\loi and the recitation of the dithyrambs.* 

The assembled people sat in a circle, and the orator stood 
in the centre, as we see in IIomer,*f and in Sophocles J ; 
and just in the centre of this enclosure at My ecu a*. I found 
a rock forming a slight elevation, which might well have 



* The Dithyramb was an ancient Bacchanalian performance, as 
early at least- as Archilochus, who says “ he knows how to lead off the 
dithyramb, the beautiful song of Dionysus, when his mind is inflamed 
with wine” (Frag. ap t A then. XIY T . p. 6 28). It seems to have been, a 
hymn sung by one or more members of a Kwfxos , or irregular band pf 
revellers, to the music of the flute. Arion, at Corinth, first gave a regular 
choral or antislrophic form to the dithyramb (Rerodot. 1 . 24 ; Pindar, 
Olymp . XIII. 18 -25). The choruses, which ordinarily consisted of 
fifty men or youths, danced in a ring round the altar of Dionysus. 
Hence they were termed cyclic choruses (kvkXuh x°P°ty , and dithyrambic 
poets were understood by the term KrtcXtoSiodurKaXm. 

t II. 1. 58, 68, TO! ; II. 5*1,96, 99. , y 

f.' Odi. 7 vr. i6i : “"A pre/niv & KUKX/tivr ay a pas Qput/ow tnxAea Qduurti. e > < 

“ Artemis who sit*®* the Agora’s I’loiinus circular seat." ... ' % 
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served as the platform (/ 3 r;p.a), from which the speakers 
itdtfessed those sitting on the circular bench.* 

( , We ^therefore know with certainty, in the first place, 

that the Agora was round, and, secondly, that people used 
to sit there. The circular form of the Agora is also proved 
by; Euripides, f who speaks of the “circle of the Agora” 
(Styopas kvkKov). Professor Pal ey^ infers from the passage 
of 'Euripides already cited ( Elcctra , 710), that the poet 
had known this Agora in the Acropolis of Mycenae 
from personal inspection, and that by Trerpiva fidOph lie 
means the enormous circular stone bench by which the 
Agora is enclosed, and that consequently on this bench he 
makes the herald stand, when in a loud voice he calls the 
people of Mycenae to the Agora; he also believes that 
Euripides had perhaps in mind the / 3 rjp.a in the Athenian 
Pnvx. I should not hesitate to accept Professor Paley’s 
^opinion, had I not found the Agora deeply buried in. the 
pre-hist otic lUbris. But, it may very well be that at the 
time of Euripides the Agora was not yet entirely covered, 
antf that the greater part of the prehistoric debris , with 
which I found it covered, was only after his time washed 
down by the heavy winter rains from the- five upper natural 
or artificial terraces of the Acropolis. At all events it ap- 
pears from the pottery of the later Hellenic city that the 
latter was not built till after the time of Euripides. 

Mr. Charles T. Newton calls my attention to the 
passage in Thucydides, who says of Corcyra, “the houses 
which lie in a circle around the Agora.”;}; Also to the fol- 
lowing passages in Pausanias, which prove that the heroic 
tombs were in the Agora of Megara. “ Here they built the 
place for council in order that they might have the tomb 
of the heroes within the place for council ^ for there can 


* This rock has now partially fallen, in consequence of the excava- 
tion of the third and fourth tombs, which it overhangs. 

t Orest. 919. Thucyd. III. 74 : ras atklas rav 4p kvkK<^ T7/s uyopns. 

* i§. 1 3 HUS. 1. 43, § 4 : &ov\evrrifnov ivravBa <fKodd/.ir}<rat\ lit a ereptaip 6 r depot, 
%Q}v jftpwecv {pros rov fiov'A^vrrjplov yevijrai. 
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be no doubt that this fiovXevTTjpiov was in the Agora. (It 
must-be borne in mind that this' was done at Megara by 
the advice of the Delphic oracle.) Further: a also the 
tomb of Coroebus is in the Agora of the Megarians.’’* * * § 
Another esteemed friend also calls my attention to the 
passage in Pausanias: “Here is the tomb of Opheltes, 
with an enclosure of stones and altars in the walls ; (here) 
is also the tumulus, the sepulchre of Lycurgus, the father 
of Opheltes.”f But Opheltes was a son of the Nernean 
Kigg^ Lycurgus and Kurydice, and he was killed by a 
serpent whilst his nurse, Ilypsipylc, showed a spring to the 
seven heroes when on their expedition to Thebes. Owing 
to this event the people of Nemea founded in his honour 
the Nernean games, and lie, as well as his father, -was 
interred in the sacred grove of the Nernean Jove, where 
their tombs were seen by Pausanias, who mentions nothing 
of an Agora. J * 

Professor Paley reminds. me of Pindar’s Pythian Ode 
( V. 69-98), in which we read : § 44 (Apollo) caused the 
valorous descendants of Hercules and Aegimius to dwell 
in Lacedaemon, and at Argos, and at sacred Pylos. 
Now they say that from Sparta came my own much 
cherished race. Sprung from thence the heroes called 
Aegidae came to Thera, even my ancestors, — not indeed 
Without the guidance of the god, but a certain destiny 
brought thither a festive rite attended with much sacrific- 
ing; and from thence receiving thy Carnea, Apollo, we 
honour at the banquet the grandly built city of Gyrene, 
possessed as it is by the brass-loving strangers, Trojan 
descendants , of Antenor. For they came thither with 

* Pans. I. 43, § 8 : Kupoificp 84 icr n rd<pos 4v rfj Meyapf&t' dyopa. 

*t* PaUS. II. 15 , § 4 : €vtu v6d tun fj.*v ’OcptXrov Ta ipos y mpi 5e avrbu 
Optynos XiQwVj Hal ivrbs rod mpifioAov puyiot' tun \w,u.a yi)\' A vKovpyau p.v?ip.a rod 
y Q<p4Arov it arp6s\ 

’ t Paus. 11 . 15, § 2 ; Apollod. I. 9, § 14; III. 6 , •§ 4 ; ITyg. Fab, 74 ; 
Slat. Thcb. V. 296. 

§ Translation of the Odes of Pindar By F. A. Paley, M.A. 
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Helen, after they had seen their native city become a 
smoking ruin in the war. And the horse-driving race is 
religiously received with sacrifices, and propitiated by 
offerings (at their tombs), by the men whom Aristofeles 
(Battas) brought, when lie opened the deep highway of the 
,»sea for his swift vessels. He founded also larger groves of 
the gods, and laid down a paved road, cut straight through 
the plain, to be smitten with the feet of horses in processions 
to Apollo for averting evil from mortals ; jnd there he lies 
in death, apart from the rest, at the furthermost end of .^xe 
Agora. Ilappy did he live while among men, and after- 
wards he was blessed as a hero worshipped by the people. 
And away from him, in front of their palaces [but of 
course also in the Agora], lie other consecrated kings that 
have their lot with Hades.” 

From this passage in Pindar we see that Battas, also 
called Aristotelcs, the founder of Cyrene, 640 is.c., and its 
first king, descended from Hercules, and that his ancestors, 
the Heracleids or Dorians, had emigrated from Sparta to 
Thera. As Pindar saw bis'tomb, as well as those of other 
consecrated kings (probably the successors of Battas), in 
the Agora of Cyrene, Professor Paley thinks that it was an 
ancient Doric and not an Achman custom to bury the 
kings in the Agora. But this is in contradiction with the 
above statement of Pausanias (I. 43, 4, 8), that the 

Megarians had the sepulchres of Coroebus and other 
heroes in their Agora, because Coroebus was an Elian 
Olympic victor in the stadium (Ol. (.), and, according to 
tradition, he killed IIoivtJ, sent by Apollo to the Argives.* 
Besides the Megarians had nothing whatever to do with 
/Doric customs. : ? . 

In like manner as at Megara and Cyrene, so in the 
Acropolis of. Mycenae, in honour of the illustrious person- 
ages who lie buried here, the Agora was erected ip a circle 


* Pans. V. 8, §3; VIII. 26, §2 ; Strabo, VII f. 355. 
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around their tombsl^lad the circle oF slabs served only as 
an enclosure for the live royal tombs there would have 
been no necessity either to make it double and slanting and 
to cover it horizontally, or to build a huge wall for the 
sole purpose of sustaining it in the lower part of the Acro- 
polis, and of raising it to the level of that part which rested 
011 the rock in the higher part of the Acropolis ; nav, one 
single circular enclosure, following the sinuosities of the 
rock, would in nay opinion have done just as much honour 
to tl|e iive royal sepulchres as the artificially levelled and 
covered double row. 

It deserves particular notice that between and on both 
sides of the double circular row of slabs, there were found 
/many objects of interest, such 
as a fish of wood (No. an), 
and a large number of 1 1 era- 
idols of the various forms already 
described; also some in the 
shape of a standing or a sitting 
cow without horns, but with a female head-dress,'* or 
with the neck perforated for suspension with a string,! 
which seems to indicate that they were worn 



N... 2TI. A 1‘5-h of Wood. U lM.) 
Actual Aze. 


as amulets. Also a female idol having two feet 
instead of a tube as usual ; it has an uncovered 
bird's head, no mouth, very large eyes, pro- 
truding hands, and a necklace ; the hair is 
well represented on the back ; the dress is 
marked with a red colour.]; There was also 
found an unpainted male figure of clay, with 
large eyes, an aquiline nose, and no mouth ; 
the head is covered with a caplin form of a 
turban. I doubt if this is an idol. There was also found 
a very primitive idol, with an uncovered bird’s head and 



A curious Idol, 
fa. m A Actual size* 


* See the coloured Plate C, fig. k. 
t See No. 115. + See No. i< 
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two ears ; the hands are on the not joined; the 

head is turned towards heaven (No." a 12.). I here call 
attention to the large number of idols of Aphrodite in 
the British Museum, which are represented touching both 
jbreasts with tti€ hands, probably as symbols of fecundity; 
i There were also found two knives of lever-opal and 
•three irrow^ of obsidian,* which are of rare occurrence 
here ; further, a number of .small perforated glass neci^|^ 
beads, and three whorls of terra-cotta. 

I frequently find here, in the prehistoric 
ments of a wall-coating of chalk with painted arch$p;$Na^ 
mentations of red, blue, green, or yellow' Spiral lines. As 
no trace of chalk is found in any of the Cyclopean hoboes, 
I cannot claim lor these wall-coatings a remote antiquitj?; 
and 1 fancy they are derived from frame houses of the hist 
century before the capture of the city by the Argives. 

To the south of the circular double row of slabs my 
excavations have brought to light a vast Cyclopean 
house, which, so far as it has been uncovered, contains 
seven chambers intersected by four corridors of four feet 
in breadth (see Plans B and C). Here and there the walls 
still retain their . clay coating, which, however, nowhere 
shows a trace of painting. The walls are from 4 to ft. 
thick, and the same wall is in some places 6 to 8 ; in. 
thicker than in others. The largest room is 18^ ft. long 
by 13 i ft. broad, and its east side is cut out in the rock 
to a depth of 16 in. 

Below this and the adjoining room is a deep cistern cut 
out in the rock. Into it runs a Cyclopean water-con dusts 
which comes down the hill, and probably brought water 
from the spring Perscia,\ |gdf a mile cast of the Acf-opolis, 
which has a well-deserved celebrity in the plain of J^gos§jfof 
its purity and its salubrious properties. Pausanias • 1 6) 
saw this spring in the ruins of Mycenae; but the city ne|gr 

■* See No. 126, j>. 76. « 
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extended so far east. I suppose, therefore, tiiat what he 
saw .of the water of the Perseia was tiothing but the dis- 
charge of an artificial conduit from the natural source 
above the citadel. This would also perfectly agree with 
the word Kprjm), which he constantly employs with tha ; 
meaning, in opposition to myyyj, a natural spring. \ 

■ ^■^ lthough there are no windows in the Cyclopean 
K^vs$~and although the scanty daylight through the 
dp^ji.: must have been still further diminished by the 
Cyclopean circuit-wall, which is only separated from the 
west side of the house by a corridor 4 ft. broad — yet there 
ca-rif be no doubt that it served as a dwelling-house, and 
further as the dwelling house of the most prominent family 
of Myccn.w, for it is only such a house that we can imagine 
close to the Agora in the. most imposing part of the 
Acropolis, within which the space was very scanty and there- 
fore precious. Professor Paley thinks that the passage so 
often cited from Euripides ( Elect ra , 710 ) proves beyond 
any doubt that it must be the Royal Palace, because the 
people of Mycenai arc there called to the Agora to see the 
wonderful lamb with the golden fleece. But this Jamb 
(which was a portent symbolical of the monarchy) had 
been conveyed to the palace by Aero pc, wife of Atreus. 
Thyestes then and there told the people that he had it in 
his house (eyeio rara Sw/xa), consequently the palace was 
close to the Agora. 

If at the time of Euripides the Agora was still partly 
visible above the debris, such must have been still much 
more 1 he case with the ruins of that Cyclopean house, and 
it is more than probable that tradition pointed to it as the 
PSteC^.the Atridir, in which Agamemnon and his com- 
tiad been murdered, and that it was shown under this 
detpijiinatioti to- Euripides. The objects discovered in this 
Hohsemrove that its inmates had pretensions even to luxury ; 

of the chambers, at a depth of ao feet below 
the surface, was found a finger-ring cut out of a Splendid 
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white onyx, with a seal, on which. <Sjfj*esen te 1 1 in intaglio 

two animals without horns. At' first sight they certainly 
appear to be hia^ls^but on attentive examination we see that. 

K e artist’s intention has been to represent cows ; both have 
eir heads turned round looking at their calves, which 
jyi&lck the milk from their udders.* Though in acvery 
archaic style, the intaglio is nevertheless well wrought ; 
anatomy of the animal is tolerably observed, and one feels 
astonished how it could have been, possible to do the work 
without a magnifying glass. On seeing this intaglio, &hd 


reflecting that it belongs to an antiquity preceding TIomer 
by centuries, we are ready to believe that all the works of 
art mentioned by Homer, such as the wonderful shield of 
Achilles,^ the dog and the deer in the mantle-brooch of 
Ulysses,J Nestor’s goblet,^ and others, all existed ip This 
time, and that he merelv describes what he saw with his 


own eyes. Mr. Achilles Postolaccas calls my attention to 
the most ancient didrachtns of Corey ra, of the 7th century 
b c., on which a cow is giving rnilk to her calf, .this repre- 
sentation being similar in style to the cows and calves on 
the onyx ring. 

There were further found in the Cyclopean house some 
beautiful axes of diorite or serpentine, ji and many whorls 
of blue stone, and a great many painted terra-cottas, among 
which the fragments of a large vase, with two or three 
handles, the ends of which have been modelled into the 
shape of cowheads, deserve particular attention. Some of 
the fragments which I have been able to readjust represent 
six full-armed warriors, painted with a dark red colour on 
a light yellow dead ground ; they are evidently setting out 
on a military expedition, and all wear coats of mail^hich 
reach from the neck down to below the hips. (See 


* See No. 175, p. 112. ■ f Iliad , XVIIT. 478-Cbtli ^ Y 

X Od. X I X. 224-231. ' T //. XI. 632- 635. '*$$*'* ' 

\ || 1 .ike- those shown under No. 126, 76. • ’ 
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No. 213). Thftia Hfo at.s- of mail consist of two distinct 
parts, which are ^Ltfflfted round the waist by a girdle, 
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and their lower edge is fringed 'wtth^^Bjg^js&els. Each 
warrior’s back is covered with a large-«^n&^|iield, which 
se<$hs to he fastened on the left shoulder, for, though 
f^^^shield proti^id^ far on both sides, it does so jiiuch 
on the left than on fhe*right. Its lower end is cut 
in the form of a crescent. In their right hands the 
imors hold long lances, to each of which is attached/’fhat 
^ijrious object resembling a Trojan idol, which r Shave 
already mentioned in describing one of .the bas-relj^fsi. : 
Though it certainly appears to us that tins curious object 
can have served for no other purpose than for fixing the 
lances on the right shoulder, yet it deserves particular 
-attention that the primitive Mycenean artist has taken care 
to. represent it a little above the shoulder, in order thaL|| 
might be sfien separately, for had he represented it leai ^^p 
on the shoulder, it would have been confounded with^l&d# 
partly covered by, the shield, and it would have been im- 
possible to recognise its shape. For the rest, the shape of 
■the lances is such as we were led to expect from the Ilonitbrjid' 
octklov ey^ov,”* for they are very long. We further 


• tC 

TV /JL U1C| ai v. > c i y n 

see that the spear-head has a tube in which the shaft is 
fixed,, and this appears also to have been the case with the 
If diner ic lances, f 

Very peculiar are the greaves (/07/u.iSes') which appear 
to be of cloth, and reach from a little above the knee down 
nearly as far as the ankles; their upper end is attached by • 
means of a string, v^ich is turned three times routtj^fhe 
. lower part of the thigh. In my opinion this string- is ^ ’ 
itself a proof that the greaves are of doth. All tile warriors 
Wear sandals fastened on by straps reaching as far up as 
. the greaves. Of the highest interest are the helmets, dotted 
all over with a large number of points, which may j^e 

■ v ;. WjJ.iterally, ‘a spear casting a very long shadow.’ ' * 

; y W - W'feee for example, 11 XVlI. 297 - 

• . iyK(ip^pjs'Sf-TtfXp*-avXhy\av4Bptt^€v-(^.wTei\7jy ft: - ^-.-J'--; 

v > (t And die brain Va5i ? but from the •wound on the. tube of the 



Isf'6.] 'IJttySQMERIC HELMET. 135 

intended to fipr^fflBpfhe lustre of the bronze. .Tlie lower 
part of the is nearly in the form of a crcscejgy:, 

and protrudes both in front and behind ; the upper part of 
the helmet is no doubt the Homeric <f>dko<iJ* On the top 
of this <pakvs was the \6(jx)<s or tube, in which the horse|| 
tail crest (hnrovpis) was fastened.f But unfortunately 
space Ayas left for this Ad</>os, and thus the artist has been? 
obliged to leave it out and to represent the crest as fastened 
tpth the itself. What this crest consists of is not 

clear, but as it is here shewn in the form of a long leaf, it 
is. highly probable that the artist meant to represent it as a 
horsetail. V 

" , From the fore part of the helmet rises a long and 
'33tfy. curious object, which forms a curve, anil is much 
horn. It is altogether inexplicable to me what it 
Gan have been used for, anti there is no word in Homer 
which might be’ interpreted so as to indicate its existence 
on the Homeric helmet. 

f Now, with regard to the physiognomy of the six war- 
riors, it is most decidedly not Assyrian or Egyptian. All 
have exactly the same type — very long noses, large eyes, 
small ears, and a long well-dressed beard, which ends -j^s y 


* II. III. 361-362 : — 

’At pei8i]s Se tpvaadixtvo'i £(<f>as dpyupdijXor, 

7rA i]£ev ai'ao'xdp'GMS Kdpuftos tydAot'. 

“.Drawing his silver-studded sword and lifting up jhis arm, Atreides struck the 
(pdb&s off the helmet.' 7 J 

t The following passage of the Iliad , XIX. 37 9-3 S3, can leave 
no doubt on this point ■ 

u>y d7r* ’A^iAAfjos a die cos trcA as aidtp’ 'tKavs 
v Ka\ov, SaiSuAeou ’ 7repi 5e rpvipdAeLav atipas 

ffparl Q4 to @ptapTi's * V; 5\ atrrrjp aTreXa/uirei' 

'tmravpts TpvepdKeta' -ntpicrazlovro 5’ edcipcu 
Xpv*T€ai t &s "H(f>ai(f Tos 'Ui Kotpov d/uepl Oapaids. 

“ Sp; shone up to the sky the glance of the beautiful artistic shield of Achilles. 
Lifting then up the powerful helmet, he put it on his head, and the plumed helmet 
latticed like a star, and the hairs of gold waved, which Hephiestus had thickly set 
round the cone (Ao^or)/’ 

See the description of these parts of the Hcffheric helmets in ‘Troy 
and its Remains/ pp. 279-281, and 334. 
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point. Thus, except the beard, th^f|a* ** . nothing Asiatic 
a£>out them. Five of the warriors are followed by a 
/woman, seemingly a priestess, who is dressed in a long gown 
fastened at the waist by a girdle ; her forehead is orna- 
.mented with a diadem, and she seems to wear some kind 
/of a head-dress. Only her right arm remains, which is 
uplifted, and by the curve it forms it appears that the woman 
has lifted her joined hands and is praying to the gods to 
be propitious to the departing warriors, afid to grant them 
a safe return. This custom of lifting both hands when 
praying is continually found in Homer.* 

On other fragments of the same vase (No. 1 1 47) are 
represented two warriors, who cover their left side with 
their shields and hold in their uplifted right hand a lance, 
which they thrust at their enemies, of whom, however, the 
.figure of only one is partly preserved. Thy armour of the 
two warriors and that of the opponent is perfectly identical 
with that of the six warriors described before, except the 
head-dress, which, instead of bronze helmets, consists here 
seemingly of a low helmet of boarskin, with the brist les out- 
side. In fact, these helmets vividly remind us of the low 
helm of oxskin which Ulysses put on his head when he 
and Diomed went in the night as spies to the Trojan 
camp.J I may here remark that the word Kvverj means 
dogskin, and that consequently the low helmets must origi- 
nally have been , made of dogskin. But at the epoch of 

* l'or example, //."T. 450 : 

TOUT LV Ot XpvtTYjs fxeyd a’ t 

** Loud prayed for them Chryscs lifting up his hands/’ 

L See Vignette to Chapter VI. 
t H- X. 257-259. 

. dfx<j>\ St ol KvvXf]v KttyaXytyu' e6b/«:er 
Ttt vfithjy, &(j>aA6v re xai aAKofpov, 77 TC kcltoutv £ 
fee/t Affray fivfrat 5e fcdpri OaAfpvv atfovt'. 

“ On his brows he placed 
A helmet, wrought of bull’s hide, without crest 
Or cone, and commonly cataityx called, 

Such as defends the head of blooming youths.” — I. Ch. Wright, 
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Homer the original conception of the word had long dis- 
appeared, and he not only uses Kwirj for a low helnl,%ut 
also for a large bronze helmet. Behind* the warrior to the, 
left is seen part of the coat of mail and the shield of another 
man, and behind the other warrior is seen a shield;, thus 
it seems that many warriors were here represented fighting 
together. Below the first handle is represented a Hying 
bird. On the two cow-heads, in which the handles termi- 
nate, only the place of the horns is marked, because the 
artist knew that, if he made them, they would at once break 
when the vase was to be used. The clay of this vase, which 
has been made on the potter’s wheel, is unusually bad and 
mixed with coarse sand ; the fabric also is extremely rude ; 
inside it is painted red. 

• s There were further found in the Cyclopean house other 
vases of excellent fabric, anti ornamented with rows of 
circles, containing numerous signs which at: first sight 
appear to be written characters, but from the continual 
repetition of the same signs one soon sees the mistake. 
There were also found in the Cyclopean house two copper 
vessels, one of which is a tripod of very large size. 

I now find here in the Acropolis numerous fragrrfcnts . 
of hand-made pottery, but not in distinct layers as at Tiryns. 
It is evident that the layer of prehistoric hand-made pot- 
tery (for there must have been such a layer) has been 
disturbed ; and I think it probable that it was disturbed 
:|tffien the huge wall was built, which sustains the circular 
double parallel enclosure of the Agora in the lower part 
of the Acropolis, because this wall is at all events later than 
the hand-made pottery. What I find of this pottery has 
usually an ornamentation of black horizontal bands or 
spiral lines on a light green dead ground ; but fragments of 
monochromatic lustrous black vases also occur. 

I have explained on pp. 3 and 4 that the name “ Cyclo- 
pean walls” is founded on an error, being derived from the 
mythic legend that the Cyclopes were distinguished archi- 
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te^b^lbut come 

the different kinds of walls of huge 

» s which I haVe specified. But in Tiryfff ,2es w«dl ;£»■■; 
n Mycenae,- where I am surrounded by the grandest 
ipean walls in the world, I am, for brevity’s sake and 
in order to . avoid misunderstandings, bound to use the 
name “Cyclopean ” even for the smallest walls of houses 
of wa,ter conduits which show the same kind of masonry. 
But .it must be distinctly understood that I should -of, 
course not think of calling them so if I found them ^ 
places where there arc no huge walls of that kind, for the; 
name “ Cyclopean ” can only be applied to the gigantic. 



A very frCtjucnt type of Myomcan painted Pottery. Half si/.c. 
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SFotr. — T he pattern on the two fragments her^ shown., evidently 
representing a sea animal, a sort of cockle, is the most common pattern at 
Mycenae ; but it never occurs either in the five royal tonil>s^ ; r in tlj|I 
droinos before the Treasury, which circumstance leads me to 
that it came into use at Mycenm both after the epoch of the tomtftj| |M| 
after the covering up of the dromos of the Treasury. The pottery wM" 
,$)is pattern has nearly always a .light yellow dead, ground, .only in a 
instances a light red dead ground, and the pattern itself is always 'CiT 
a black (or d$rk red) colour. Now it is a remark able fa<$£ that this 
pattern, which lias never been found yet elsewhere, is to be seen, of 
exactly the same form, on nearly ill the terra-cotta goblets, atid on 
some of the terra-cotta vases from the sepulchre of ialysuS, which are 
now in the British Museum. At the same time I remind the reader 


that these ialysus goblets have exactly the same shape; as all the terra- 
cotta goblets of Myceme, and that this, form has never yet been found 
elsewhere, except in . they first and most ancient of the four ..prehistoric 
cities at Rissarlik. But- then again it deserves particular notice that 
this 'pattern never and in no instance occurs" on the Mycenean goblets, 
and solely on the Mjtenean vases. 
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fjgff d^Great Treasury' Acropolis ; and Cvolo- 

Remains .in the Neighbourhood- of Mycenvk. 

excavai|;>n| of Mrs. Schliemann’s Treasury — The drvmos , 

: doorway, arid* threshold - Objects found there - II era -idols — 

Cyclopean water-conduits and cisterns in the Acropolis — Bronze 
■ rings ~ Pottery wi th marks like letters ■ - Earrings like those found 
at Troy — Hand-made painted pottery -New forms of Hera -idols--- 
Terra-cotta tripods and cradles, probably votive offerings - A comb, 
stilettos of opal, beads and buttons — A. bronze sword-- lron^|^ 
of late date — jjjtate of the debris left at the Lions’ Gate — 4 ^ 1 ^ 
excavation^ visited by the Kmperor of Brazil — Ascent of Mount 
IuihoeaHrThe Cyclopean enclosure on its summit; was probably a 
^ A’ery sanctuary — Other Cyclopean remains near Mycenae — 

of the excavat ions. 

pjjPy *- . Mycena v , October 30, 1876. ^ 

the 30th of September I have continued the excava- 
tions with^the, ^xtmost vigour, employing constantly 125 
labourers and 5 horse-carts. In the Treasury the difficulties 
were far greater than I had anticipated, particularly as the 
delegate of the Greek Government' opposed the removal of 
the foundations. of the Hellenic house just above the lower 
part of the ‘‘dromos,” -which I have mentioned before. 
Tims we have been unable to clear the latter of the debris', 
9 ft. deep, which still covers its pavement, and have only 
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succeeded io,;clearing out the entrance passage, which is 
1 2, ft., long and 8 ft. broad, and the central part of the Trea- 
sury ; but we have left a border of huge stones and rubbish, 
7 ft. to 9 ft. high, and 10 ft. to 15 ft. broad. 

The two semi-columns to the right and left of die 
entrance were fluted; one* of them (4 ft. 3 in. high and 
i ft. 4 in. broad) was found in the passage near the door. 
At 9.V ft. before the latter the “dromos” is shut up by a 
wall of square blocks of calcareous stones, "5 ft. high. Jlhe 
door of the Treasury has the enormous height of 
5 in., and is 8 ft. 4 in. broad. On the threshold, which con- 
sists of a very hard breccia, and is 2 ft. 5 in. broad, we found 
a very r thin round leaf of gold. The floor of the Treasury 
is the levelled rock covered with a coating of sand and 
chalk, traces of which are visible in many places : it slopes 
towards the centre, which is 1 ft. lower than the threshold. 

There was found in the 
Treasury a large fragment of 
a frieze of blue marble, carved 
with a circle and two rows of 
a .w.edge-like ornamentation 
iahthe form of fish-spines ; 
it is 9 in. high, 10 in. broad, 
and 2 in. thick (No. 215). 



Nos. 215, 216. Fragmen'ttfW: Kriews Of blue and white marble, found in the Treasury neat tin; 
Lions’ (JSulc. Size 1 : 4 ,d>ouT. 
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'[’here was further found the fragment of a beautiful frieze 
of white marble, which is r ft. 4 in. long, 8 in. broad, and 
jh in. thick. The engrav ing here given (No. 2 1 6) represents 
the broad side of the frieze with an ornamentation of spirals 
between two small borders. We have already given the 
small face, on which we see, between two fillets on each side, 
an ornamentation of the same kind of spirals, which are, 
however, deeper cut and better preserved.'* There were 
further found * five unornamented blades of copper or 
bronze, 5 3 ? to 63 . in. long, and a Ilera-idol of the usual 
form, with two horns. 

Treasure may be hidden in the large border of stones 
and debris which I have been forced to leave behind, bur I 
scarcely believe it. Considering that very ancient frag- 
ments of pottery with geometrical patterns were found ex- 
clusively in the “ dromos,” and, on the other hand, a 
variety of potsherds of different ages in the Treasury itself, 
I am convinced that only the “dromos” and the entrance 
were covered up in remote antiquity, that the Treasury 
remained empty, and that the fragments of vases now found 
in it were contained in the thick layer of rubbish which 
covered the upper vault when, fifty-six years ago, Veli 
Pasha tried to... force an entrance by this way. 

In the Acropolis 1 brought to light, at a few vards from 
the second gate, a very curious Cyclopean water- conduit 
leading into one of the long narrow corridors. 1 
therefore suppose that at least one, and perhaps two, of 
.theiii'a^e nothing else than cisterns. There is another.; 
Cyclopean water-conduit and another cistern immediatel 
south df theffc ; and the latter seems to be connected with the 
twelve recesses, in which I also recognize nothing but six 
small cisterns. These water-conduits, like that which runs 
into the two cisterns below the Cyclopean house, have 
doubtless brought the. water from the copious spring 


* See No. 153, p. 08; 
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“ Perseia,” whose name seems to be derived from Perseus, 
the foumler^of Mycenax 

In clearing out the masses of debris, 13 ft, to so ft. 
deep, which obstructed the passage of tlie gate, I found 
three bronze rings. Two of these (Nos. 217 and 2,19), 
which were found close to the surface, may be of the 
Hellenic time, but it is impossible to say this with 
certainty. The former (No. 217),' as -shown by the 
hollow, has had a stone, which is now missing. The third 
ring is a seal-ring, and the intaglid is tod archaic not to be 
derived from a period preceding the conquest of the city 
(468 b.c.). On it we see a young woman in a sitting 
posture, with extended arms ; her head, which is turned 

2x7. 218. 219. 220, 


(1 M.) (4 M.) (l At.) (2 M.) 

Nos. 217-220, Bronze. Kings (two with intaglio engravings), and a twisted (fold Wire. Actual size. 

aside*. has luxuriant hair ; to the right, a little further down, 
is a male figure, with a broad chest and extended arms. 

There were also found many H era-idols in the form of 
a cow or a homed female, and among the former a fragment 
showing on a light yellow dead ground a number of dark 
red signs, which may be letters, like those shown on the 
fccblbured plate B, fig. h ; also large quantities of. melted 
Plead; further a very primitive golden earring (see No. 220), 
consisting dj^ a quadrangular golden wire ;%irncd twice 
round. Mr. Chas. T. Newton concludes from the sharp 
angles of this and all the other quadrangular gold wires 
which I shall hereafter describe, that they have been a 
strip or riband cut out of a plate. But it is altogether 
inexplicable to me how the primitive goldsmith can have 
performed this operation, particularly as his knives must 
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necessarily have been of bronze. The same form of 
earrings occurs alSb in the second of the prehistoric 
cities at Troy,* with the sole difference that tlie wire there 
is round. 1 

There were also found here, in a hollow of the rock, a 
great many fragments of hand-made vases, coloured either 
of a plain black' or red, both inside and Outside, or, on the 
outside only, of a light green, with black spiral ornamen- 
tation. At only 6, ft. behind the Cyclopean wall, on the 
east side of the , passage,' f have brought to light the rem- 
nants of an evidently much more ancient wall of huge 
blocks. 

In the large Cyclopean house, which tradition seems to 
have indicated as the palace of the Atridae, immediately 
to the south of the circular Agora, were found Ilera- 
idols of new forms : for example, a perfectly flat cow 
with only one big hind-leg and two fore-legs ; f a female 
idol, with a very compressed ’ bird’s face, and with a 
Phrygian cap, instead of the usual “ polos and a head- 
less idol, with two protruding breasts, but with two long 
cow-horns. There was likewise found a terra-cotta cow- 
horn, 3 2 in. long, which shows that there must have 
been much larger idols than those hitherto found. I 
further collected there a number of small terra-cotta 
tripods in the form of arm-chairs and cradles, in one or 
two instances even cradles containing children : all are gay- 
coloured and may have served as offerings. Among the 
other objects found there I may mention two perforated 
parallelepipeds of variegated colours, 4 in. long, the use 
of which I qpnot explain ; — a comb, whid^. according 
to Professor Landcrer, consists of a very hard white clay 
paste ; — several pointed sticks (stilettos) for female needle- 
work,^ which the same scholar recognises to consist of 


* See 1 Atlas des Antiquites Troycnnes, PI. 98, No. 2073. 
t- f See No. 16 r, p. 106. Nos. 131-136, p. 
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opal;— six small perforated round flat transparent beads 
of white, stoflie, belonging to a necklace ; and a large 
button of alabaster, which seems to have been 
on the handle of a sword. There was also found 
the bronze sword (No. -221). A pair of tongs of 
iron was found near the Lions’ Gate close to the 
surface, and may be of the Macedonian period. 

To my very greatest annoyance and dis- 
pleasure, but by the most urgent demand of the 
Greek Archaeological Society in Athens, I have 
been forced to leave in the Acropolis, on either 
side of the Lions’ Gate, a large block of debris 
untouched in situ , because this Institution has 
not yet sent, as it intended to do, an engineer 
to consolidate the sculpture of the two lions with 
cramp-irons, and to repair the Cyclopean walls to 
the right and left of it. But they still intend 
to do this work sooner or later, and they believe 
that the two masses of debris will facilitate the 
raising of the blocks and their insertion in the 
walls. I hope that this work will be done 
promptly, so that the two blocks of dibr 'is may 
not have long to wait for their removal, for they 
give the excavations a miserable aspect, anti 
^ particularly the mass of debris to the right on 

lirurizc Sword, entering, because this latter consists of loose 
ashes, and, should it be left for a few years more 
as it is, it will be washed away by the rains and spread 
over my excavations. I call particular attention to this, 
because every visitor will naturally attribute the leaving 
behind of these two blocks of debris to my negligence. 

Yesterday and to-day my excavations have had. the 
honour of being visited by his Majesty Dom Pedro II., 
Emperor of Brazil. Coming from Corinth, his Majesty rode 
direct up to the Acropolis, and remained for two hours in my 
excavations, which he attentively examined and re-examined. 
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The Immense doufcte' parallel circle of slanting slabs, within 
which are the three lines of tombstones, and particularly the 
four sculptured ones, seemed to be of paramount interest to 
him, and he requested me to send him photographs of 
them to Cairo. The great Lions* Gate, through which the 
king of men {aval; avSpcov) .passed when he left tor< the 
most glorious expedition of the heroic age, the wonderful 
threshold of this gate, the large Cyclopean house, the three 
Cyclopean water-conduits, the immense Cyclopean circuit 
walls and all the other monuments of prehistoric tithes, 
seemed also to be of very great interest to his Majesty, 
who went thence to the Treasury which we have excavated, 
and afterwards to the Treasury of Atreus, where dinner 
was served. This meal, in the midst of the mysterious, 
dome- like underground building nearly forty centuries old, 
seemed to please his Majesty exceedingly. He after- 
wards examined with the deepest interest, in the village 
of Charvati, the large collection of prehistoric Myeenean 
antiquities produced by my excavations, and he particularly 
admired the enormous mass of differently-shaped H'era- 
idols, the intaglios, the marvellous Myeenean pottery, and 
the archaic sculptures. His Majesty also examined atten- 
tively, in and around Charvati, the ancient quarry whence 
all the stones for the Cyclopean walls, the Treasuries, and 
other buildings, have been extracted, and went thence to 
Argos and Nauplia. His Majesty called here again to-day, 
to see once more the Myeenean museum and the excava- 
tions, and returned hence by Corinth and Calamaki to 
Athens. 

After the departure of his Majesty, Mrs. Schliemann and 
I ascended, not without the very greatest difficulty, the very 
steep northern peak of Mount Euboea, now called Hagios 
Elias, which is. situated immediately north of the Acropolis, 
and is crowned by an open chapel of the prophet Elias 
(see Plate II.). The summit forms a very small triangle, 
the eastern side of which is 35 ft., the two other sides, 

I. 
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which converge due west, each 100 ft. -long. It is full of 
rugged and pointed rocks, between which it is difficult even 
to move, and it can therefore never have been inhabited by 
men, the more so as there is no water. The only even and 
level place on the summit is in the south-east corner; it is 
but 10 ft. broad and 23 ft. long, and is occupied by a very 
small open shrine, dedicated to the prophet Elias. But in 
spite of its small dimensions, the summit is surrounded by- 
Cyclopean walls, which are on an average 4 ft. 2 in. thick, 
and from 3 ft. to 6i- ft. high ; but the masses of stones which 
lie beside them can leave no doubt that they were once 
much higher. 

The entrance, w'hich is on the eastern side, leads to 
a short passage. In the large stone which forms the 
threshold of the door is still visible the hole in which the 
lower hinge turned. At a distance varying from 16 ft. to 
53 ft. lower are, on all the three sides by which the summit 
is accessible, Cyclopean walls, varying from 133 ft. to 266 ft. 
in length, and 5 ft. thick, which are still now on an 
average 10 ft. high, and appear to have once been much 
higher. From between the stones of all these walls I have 
been able to collect a large number of fragments of hand- 
made light green vases with black ornaments, which I con- 
sider as old as the walls of Tiryns and Mycenae, because 
in the former place I found them in situ on and neat the 
virgin soil, in the latter in situ only on the natural rock Tn 
the recesses of the gate-passage, and in the tombs. I con- 
clude from this that the Cyclopean fortifications on Mount 
Euboea (Hagios Elias) must be contemporaneous with the 
walls of both cities, and may perhaps claim even a still 
higher antiquity. 

The question now naturally arises, for what purpose all 
these fortifications have been built. The mountain being so 
high and steep, and the summit so exceedingly small and 
encumbered by protruding rocks, it can never have served 
as a fortress. Therefore the only explanation I venture to 
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give of the origin of these Cyclopean walls is that there 
must have existed on the summit a small temple of great 
sanctity and immense importance, and by a curious co- 
incidence we may even find in the present cultus on the 
summit the name of the deity who was worshipped there 
|tt antiquity. In times of great drought the inhabitants of 
the surrounding villages are in the habit of going thither 
oh a pilgrimage in large crowds, the priests leading, 
invoke the prophet Elias to give rain. And it appears 
likely that the very site of the present open shrine of the 
prophet Elias was in ancient times occupied by a sanctuary 
of the Sun-god, who had a celebrated cultus there, and who 
has given way to the prophet Elias, with hardly any change 
in the orthography or pronunciation of the name, the Sun- 
god having been originally called ’JleAio?, pronounced Eelios. 
This is a wonderful coincidence, because, as the name of 
the prophet is purely Hebrew (n$N or meaning 

“ Jehovah is God”) it can have no affinity with the 
Homeric name of the Sun-god, TieXtos, which is probably 
derived from the primitive name of the moon’s husband 
(perhaps Shipios) and is at all events purely Greek. 

Only half an hour’s walk in a westerly direction from 
the Lions’ Gate, and close to the village of Phichtia, are 
ti? ruins of a small Cyclopean building, in the same style 
Of architecture as the walls to the right and left of that 
gate, and probably- belonging to the same epoch. This 
alsO.? appears to have been a temple. We likewise see, 
at an hour’s distance in a north-westerly direction from the 
Lions’ Gate, in a secluded valley, on the border of a deep 
the well-preserved ruins of a quadrangular Cyclopean 
tOWer, of which every side measures 40 ft. in length ; the 
.walls are xo ft. to 1 1 ft. high. At the south-westerly 
corner is the. door, which leads into a small corridor an^ 
two chambers. On the outer walls are seen two gutters. 
The architecture is also very similar to that of the walls 
close to the Lions’ Gate. Most likely this tower served 
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11m: M^'ceneans for dominating the n|b|ow pass by which 
the road leads from. Argos to Corinth. r s 

The present stale of the excavations is- represented 
-the engraved Plate VII. First we se^.' to the left of th^ 
spectator, the inner side of the great Cyclopean circuit w^l, 
which is terminated in the background fey the Lions’ Gat^s 
yof which , however, there is only visible the reverse siilli- 
the great triangular slab, on the exterior side of 
which is the famous ba§ -relief of* the two lions. The 
Cyclopean wall seen in the background to the right was 
part of an interior enclosure. 

^ Further down, just behind the last |pah, is!a Cyclp||^t 
will, of which, however* only the small portionsfclo$% ; |^^e 
Lions’ Gate, with the chamber of the'aticierif 4 b©fr&bpfi^ 
can claim , the age of the circuit wall?;} the ' If Pmajpdtef: 4s? 
much rlater, but anterior to the; captureyof the city by Inc 
Argives (468 b.c.). Before tljiis wall: is the labyrinthof 
corridors, two of which, at all gvents, ? £re cistern $V T^the' 
left, close to^the circuit wall, is jthe shplfCyclopean house, 
so .often referred to, containing only plifechamber. y'.y.y 
In the foreground, below the 4 feet of fhe yyprkmen wh6 
stand upon it, can be seen the grqat dd|iSle parallel circular 
row: of slanting slabs, inclined inw/ardsyMaieli were; Covered 
with cross slabs, and served as beriqbesjtyf the Ag6i^;.ahj^as 
its enclosure. In the same line \toith:- 5 fchi&; double cirdhiltr 
row of slabs are the twelve small tpmbili.ke water-rcsei’y|^s 
yduph- we seeyn the directiosfcof the idphs’ Qate, anffibe fayge n 
whSfii; is theentran& to the Agorai .yTeet broad. ’ui' T^n^ 
the circle of slabs slopes to the leftrof the, spectatqrjllfdrh 
the ’ rock to the Cyclopean,, wall { t|", feet highf j #ldtfh 
Jbas been built with nc other inteiatiolft than to sustaiiiifj 
and to raise it almost to the level* of its continuation bh 
jgfe rock; but as will be seen, neAri||:,aiIl the slabs in 't$J$ 
’^ift fpve tumbled down, and only have remained|p 

jf^y| The ^wall which supports did |parallel double cr Pw 
^an > jbe well seen, slanting down ani^f&'gteof 
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; cbe> pNerpetMfeute, of the specter, 

^Ulptured stttce are hidd|arbehtnd the large 
ih ; of the unsculpthred tombstones, 
iji$en to the right, on the side of the entrance to the Agj|K7 
i|ld two more on the side of the two horses. ldiere||jp > 
the ancient. Agora of Mycenae comprises the whole 
g^hjch we see enclosed by the great circle of slabs. ® 
H|v In tile middle is seen, in the background to the.f^L 
p&rt of the steep slope of Mount Euboea, on w ft '; 
summit Is the open chapel of tire prophet Elias. In f 
rhofe to the right, is the great interior Cyclopeah' Waff 
crowned by the ruins of a tower, which gives to the 
Acropolis a particularly grand aspect. It forms part of a 
JUbnd enclosure. To the right there is a good viet&jpf 
the Mount of the Acropolis, on the slope of which 
remnants of inner enclosures can be seen in many places. ' 
All the walls which are seerf lower clown are thos^lpf 
Cyclopean houses, except the large supporting wall of thb 
double parallel row of slabs, of which a small part may; be 
seen in the lower left-hand corner. Below, to the right, 
are the ruins of the vast Cyclopean house, to which* I 
have repeatedly referred, and which, though we cannot 
of course form a definite opinion, may well represent fo 
an imagination enlightened by the vivid descriptions A>f 
l lomer and the tragedians, the Royal Palace of Agamemhprf 
and his forefathers. 


Note.— I call the reader’s particular attention to the SeotumaUplan, 
B B, which shows the depths of the Five Royal Sepulchres, whiclj are 
described fully in the two following chapters, beneath the surface of the 
soil, as it was before my excavations. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Tiie First, Second, and Third Tombs in the Acropolis. 

Discovery of the Tomb indicated by the three sculptured stela — Curious 
• gold-covered buttons, objects 47 of ivory, baked clay, gold, glass, 

: v bronze, &c. — Pottery, both wheel and hand-made - Second Tomb 

V; below the unsculptured stela Discovery of three human bodies, 

; which had been partially burnt where they lay — Fifteen diadems 
Oof thin gold plate found on the bodies -Also crosses of golden 
laurel-leaves — Other curious objects, proving a. knowledge of the art 

■ of glass-working and colouring — Knives of obsidian — A silver vase 
. with a bronze mouth plated with gold, and other objects — Terra- 

cotta vases — The horned Hera idols found in the tomb, a proof 
of that symbolic worship in the earliest times at Mycenae — Its 
duration to the last age of the city *— Primitive painted wheel- 
made vases of terra-cotta — Further discovery of sepulchral slabs — 
Various objects found with them — The Third Tomb — Several 
skeletons of men, not burnt, and objects found with them- — A 
curious double -bladcd bronze dagger — Narrow escape from a 
falling rock — Internal walls of the tomb — Three skeletons of 
women in it, evidently burnt where they lay — Laden with jewels of 
gold — Layers of round plates of gold with ornamentation of repousse 

■ Work under and over the bodies — Description of their many types 
~ The otherJjewels described -—Other chased and embossed beads 
— Golden griffins — Legend of the griffins of Indian origin — 
Heart-shaped and lion-draped gold ornaments — Curious brooches 

# med of palm-trees, stags, and lions — Women with pigeons — 
Wen cuttle-fish, butterflies, swans, hippocampi, eagles, sphinxes, 
;:|rees, and birds — The splendid gold crown on the head of one .of 
the' bodies — Signs upon it — The second gold * crown — Five 
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in 

• more diadems & gold — * Crosses of double leaves of gold 
stars ^ A gold brooch, and other ornaments — Necklaces .arift, 
bracelets — Two pairs of golden scales — Gulden plates — A chiici^' 
mask of gold — Other ornaments — Ralls, &c. of rock crystal, silver, 
and bronze, probably the handles of sceptres — Lentoid gems of agate, 
/sardonyx, &c., with intaglios — A lentoid gem of amethyst engraved 
with a cow suckling her call* as on the old coins of Corcyra - : Gold 
wheels — A gold ^6mb with bone teeth, &c. — Amber beads 
Other ornaments— Pieces of gold-leaf strewn below and about the; 
.'bodies — A gold goblet — A curious gold box, and gold vases 
lids fastened on by wires — - A silver vase and golden sceptre-handle 7^ 
Boxes of copper plate filled with wood, perhaps pillows for the 
bodies — Other objects found in the third sepulchre - * Hand-made 
and very ancient wheel- made pottery. 

Mycenav December 6, 1876. 

'M:- 

The four sculptured tombstones having been removed to 
the village of Charvati, in order to he sent to Athens, I 
excavated on the site of the three with the bas-reliefs repre- 
senting the warriors and the hunting scene,* and found 
a quadrangular tomb, ax ft. 5 in. long and 10 ft. 4 in, 
broad, cut out in the slope of the rock. The earth in this 
tomb consisted of the detritus of house remains mixed 
with natural soil, which latter had been brought here from 



No. 223. Plan of Tombstones in the first Tomb. 


another place. At a depth of 3 ft. 3 in. below the place 
where the tombstones had stood I found a curious sorrof 


* See Chapters III. and IV., pp. 80-85, 88 -qo. 
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nsoiMtmentj consisting of two? long and narrow slabs 
5 ft. long, 7 in. thick, and 12 in. broad, lying the one 
upon thfc other, and at their south end a ^smaller slab 
2i ft. long in an oblique position, as if to serve for a 
pillow to the corpse laid down on the upper slab. (See 
No. 223.) The latter stone had a border, and belongs 
evidently to another monument, of which the other two 
slabs may likewise have formed part. Most probably there 
was once on this tomb a large monument, ornamented 
with the three sculptured tombstones which now marked, 
its site. 

In digging lower down I found from time to time a very 
small quantity of black ashes,* and in this very frequently 
some curious objects ; such as a bone button covered 
with a golden plate, with a beautiful intaglio ornamentation, 
or an imitation of a ram’s horn cut out of ivory, having one 
Hat side with two holes, by which the object must, have 
been attached to something else, or other ornaments of 
bone or small plates of gold. I collected in this way twelve 
gold buttons covered with gold plates ornamented, with 
intaglio work, one of which is as large as a live-franc piece. 
The ornamentation of the gold plates consists either of 
spiral lines or that curious cross with the marks of four 
nails, which so frequently occurs on the whorls in Ilium, 
and which I believe to be the symbol of the holy fire.* All 
the buttons are in the form of our shirt-buttons, but larger, 
and similar to those shown in a later part of this work. 
I collected there, besides the buttons, two objects of ivory 
in the form of ram’s-horns, like No. 225 ; and fouri||ieces 
of ivory in the form of a crescent, one side being convex, 
the other flat, in which are four holes for fixing it to 
something else. (see No. 224) ; six long and narrow pieces 
o£ ivory, like 227, having for ornamentation five vertical 
ijr$»sions, and in the reverse side two deep vertical^cuts for 


* See ‘ Troy and its Remains,’ pp. 103-106. 
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attaching them on another object. Very probably all these 
objects have served as ornaments on horse-trappings. 
There way found besides the ivory needle, ‘♦No. 2,29 ; 
further, six buttons of hard white stone with a circular 
hole in the centre, into which is stuck a small blue stone 
(No. zz6). The round hole in the centre as well as the 
presence of the small stones in it are inexplicable to me. 
There were also found a small button of the same sort, the 
gold-plated head of a bronze nail, eight long thin pieces 
and four large disks of thin gold plate, two small tube-like 



Nos. 224-229. Objects of ivory, bone, or metallic composition. Sepulchre J. Size 7 : 9. 


pieces of a glassy substance, containing in the interior a 
sniffl tnbe of real blue glass, of which I shall have occasion 
to speak hereafter. I also found there the green object 
(No. 2.28), which has small horizontal flirtings all round : 
according to Professor Landerer it consists of an artificial 
substance containing oxide of copper, which has been 
pressed into its present form. The earth was interiithted 
with numerous fragments of very ancient wheel-made 
pottery, with a variegated painted ornamentation, and others 
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of hand-made monochromatic lustrous black or red or 
light green pottery with black spiral ornamentation ; but 
to my astonishment I found also from time to time some 
fragments of painted vases made on the potter’s wheel, of 
those sorts which are found even in the upper prehistoric 
strata, and which most decidedly belong to a much later 
period. 

Among the most interesting of the hand-made pottery 
are the large lustrous black goblets, with a hollow foot and 

horizontal flutings in 
the middle (No. 230), 
which are frequent in 
the first prehistoric 
city of Troy ; also the 
light green or yellow 
ones, with a most 
fantastical black orna 
mentation ; and the 
larger vases of a light 
red dead colour, with 
dark red circles, or 
with two protruding 
female breasts sur- 
rounded by circles of 
small black strokes. 

Having dug down 
to a depth of io£ ft., 
I was stopped by heavy, rain, which turned the . soft earth 
in the tomb to mud, and I therefore took out the two 
unsculptured tombstones of the second line, which stood 
due east of the three sculptured ones, and at a distance 
of 20 ft. from them. One of these tombstones was 5 ft., 
the other 5 ft. 4 in., long. In excavating around them I 
found another tomb cut in the rock, x 1 ft. 8 in. broad, and 
in length ai ft. 3 in. on one side, and 19 ft. 45 in. on the 
other. It was entirely filled with unmixed natural earth, 



N o. 230. Fool of a black hand-made Goblet, 
Sepulchre J. Size 6 : 7. 
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which had been brought from another place. At from 
1 to 2 1 ft. below the two tombstones I found the fragments 
of two other tombstones, also unsculptured, which appeared 
to be older. 

At a depth of 15 ft. below the level of the rock, or of 
25 ft. below the former surface of the ground, as I found 
it when I began the excavations, I reached a layer of 
pebbles, below which I found, at a distance of three feet 
from each other, the remains of three human bodies, all 
with the head turned to the east and the feet to the west. 
They were only separated from the surface of the levelled 
rock by another layer of small stones on which they were 
lying, and they had evidently been burned simultaneously in 
the very same place where they lay. The masses of ashes of 
the clothes which had covered them, and of the wood which 
had partially or entirely consumed their flesh, as well as the 
colour of the lower layer of stones and the marks of the 
fire and the smoke on the stone wall, which at the bottom 
of the sepulchre lined all the four sides — can leave no 
doubt whatever on this point ; nay more, there were the 
most unmistakable marks of three distinct funeral piles. 
The wall, which at the bottom of the tomb lined its four 
sides, consisted of pretty large stones joined without any 
binding material ; it was 5 ft. high and 1 ft. 8 in. thick. 
The small stones with which the bottom of the sepulchre 
was strewn can, in my opinion, have had no other object 
than to procure ventilation to the funeral pyres. These 
cotdd not have been large, and had evidently been intended 
to consume- merely the clothes and partly or entirely the 
flesh of the deceased ; but no more , because the bones and 
even the skulls had "been preserved; but these latter had 
suffered so much from the moisture, that none of them 
could be taken out entire. 

On every one of the three bodies I found five diadems 
of thin gold-plate, like those to be presently described,* 

See Nos. 282-284. pp. 186, 188. 
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each 19^ in. long, and 4 in. broad ip the , middle, from 
winch it gradually diminishes to a point at both ends. The 
pointed ends have been broken off but, as several of the 
other diadems have such points, there can be no doubt that 
all had been fashioned in-jhf same way. All the diadems 
were piped with copper wires jn order to give them more 
solidity, and a great many fragments of those copper wires 
were found. Ail the fifteen diadems show the very same or- 
namentation of repoussd work, consisting of a border of two 
lines on either side, between which w'e see a row of treble 
coricentric circles, which increase or diminish in size ac- 
cording to the breadth of the diadem, the largest circle being 
in the middle. Between these treble circles is on either 
side a row of smaller double concentric circles, which like- 
wan increase or diminish in size in proportion to the breadth 
ofethe diadems. As well in the larger treble as in the 
smaller double circles, the central or innermost circle is 
always hammered so as to protrude, which gives to the 
diadems a splendid aspect. The diadems had at one end a 
pin (jtufiokov), and at the other a tube (avYicncos) by means 
ofSwhtch they were fixed round the head ; of course in 
such a way that the largest treble circle was just ;in the 
middle of the forehead. a 

I further found with two of the bodies ten very thin 
golden crosses (five with each body), formed of laurel leaves 
(No. 231); with the third body there were only four of 
them. Each of these crosses is 7^ in. long; the breadth 
of the leaves is if in. The leaves of all the fourteen crosses 
have also been piped with thin copper wire,f|j|igive them 
more firmness. The ornamentation of the leaves is likewise 
of repoussd work. It presents all roifnd the leaves a small 
border formed by a line, on which lies an uninterrupted 
row of double concentric ovals in a slanting position, which 
are probably also meant to represent leaves. In this way 
the whole leaf is encircled by a broad band of such double 
ovals or leaves, and the space left is filled up with three 
double concentric circles. 
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I also found with the bodies many curious objects ; for 
example, small cylinders with a small tube throughout their 
length, as well as square pieces composed of four such 
cylinders, of which however only those at the two extre- 
mities have perforations. Am these things have a greyish- 
white colour, and consist of a very soft matter, which falls 
into dust when pressed but softly with the hand. In the 
interior of each cylinder there is a hard, blue transparent 
tube, which Professor Landerer has analysed and found to 



Mo. 231. A cross, of golden laurel leaves. Sepulchre 1 1 . Size 4 : 5, about. 


consist of cobalt glass. Within the blue tube again is a 
small thjg|;white tube, which shines like silver, and Professor 
Landerer lias found it to consist of a glassy substance con- 
taining lead (bleihaltig). According to Professor Landerer, 
this discovery proves that the ancient Myceneans knew the 
colouring of glass as well as the art of encompassing a 
tube of glass with a second and a third one.* He assures 
me that the analysis of Egyptian glass has given the same 

* Called in German the ‘ Umfangsmethode.’ 
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result, and he supposes that the cobalt-glasses were derived 
from' Egypt. * He further mentions that all present blue- 
coloured glasses are of such cobalt-glass. All these, cylinders 
and square pieces of four cylinders must have served as 
ornaments of the corpses. It 

The fabrication of glass 'was -evidently in its very 
beginning at the time the tombs were constructed ; but it 
seems to have made no progress here, for, except a few white 
glass pearls and some small ornaments of a glass paste, 
nothing was found of this article even, in the upper stnita, 
and it appears certain that at the capture of Mycenae by 
the Argives (468 B.c.) even me small glass bottles, often 
found elsewhere, were still entirely unknowp. 

I further found a number of small knives of obsidian, 
many fragments of a large silver vase with a mouth of 


copper, which is thickly plated with gold and splendidly 
ornamented with intaglio work; unfortunately it has 
suffered tqo much from the funeral fire to be photographed. 
It appears that the Mycenean goldsmiths found it much 
easier to plate on copper than on silver ; hence they made 
the , mouth of this silver vase of copper. I also 
long and a short rusted bronze knife; a silver cup 
with one handle, much damaged by the fire; four fl 
perforated necklace-beads (two of agate and two of t fe 
glassy composition) ; a bronze vase handle ; two horned 
Hera-L^ols of terra-cotta, of the usual form.; and finallj| 
many fragments of beautiful hand-made and of very ancienf 
wheel-made pottery, among which was part of>gjjjj|sc with 
two tubular holes on either side for suspenf§||rwith a 
string, like the vases in the lowest prehistoric city of Ilium.* 
There are also fragments of terra-cotta tripods, of which I 
found such an enormous quantity at Troy,f but which are 


* See ‘Troy and its Remains,’ p. 310, No. 222, where “rings 
should rather have been “ tubes ” or “ tubular rings.” 
t Ibid. p. 285, No. 1 99. 
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less frequent, at. Mycenae, nearly all the vases having a flat 
bottom. In thfs tomb was also found the fragment of 
a vase, ornamented with a sign which is nothing else than a 
Ft!* the four arms of which have merely been converted 
into a spiral form. |!’ 

The most important objects found in this tomb are no 
doubt the two two-horned Ilcra-idols previously mentioned, 
because they prove to us that the goddess was already wor- 
shipped, in this shape, in that remote antiquity to which the 
sepulchre belongs. As the very same type of the idol is 
found in all the strata of prehistoric ruins, and even in the 
dtbris of the houses which just preceded the later Hellenic 
city, it appears certain that it was still in use at the time of 
the capture of Mycenfe by the Argives (468 b.c.), and 
consequently it remained here unchanged for more than a 
thousand years. It is true thaf in all the prehistoric strata 


of dSris above the tonibs there are also found female 
idols of a different shape, which we cannot bpt assign to 
Hera; but, as their number is only very small as com- 
pared to the mass of horned idols, we may take it for 
gran ^d j that the horned idol was the most ancient^ and 
refore the Myceneans clung with tenacity to that 

he most remarkable - wheel-made terra-cottas found 
Ih^this tomb represent the lower parts of birds, in blade 
cqjour on a light yellow dead ground. I also found tw o 
filfgments of a hand-made vase belonging to the upper part 
of the bjjfcfcwtth two female breasts; a large fragment 
of a nto$ffSp$ent wheel-made vase, presenting oh a light 
yellow deaoqground a beautiful and fantastic ornamentation^ 
of plants, circles or wave-like lines, painted in a very dark 
red colour (see Nos. 232, 233). These two fragments give 



a good illustration of Mr. Chas. T. Newton’s remarks on 
the 9th June in the Royal Institution of London : “ The 
floral ornaments of the Mycenean vases have a certain 
vague freedom and straggling lawless luxuriance, which 
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sse>rps to imply the ; facility of hand which long practice 
fives. The animal forms are ungainly and constrained in 
action, and the anatomy is lor the most part entirely 
ignored or most feebly rendered. The floral and animal 
patterns seem to be the r^gjp of tftipressions from nature 
sufficiently vivid to awaken the mimetic faculty in an 
uncultivated mind, but which the untrained hand was 
unable to render in art.” 



Nos. ay?, 233. Fragments of a very ancient wheel-made Vase, Sepulchre I 1 : 3, about. 

I also found here five fragments of|||j|i|v ancient 
wheel-made vases, having an ornamentation, fit • similar 
colours, of network, waving lines, plants, lines of points* 
&c, ; and finally some fragments of very ancient wheel- 
made vases. Six of these fragments, which evidently 
belong to the same vase, have, on a light red dead ground, 
an ornamentation of crosses with four points. One has 
in its pointed bottom a perforation, and may have served 
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as a sort of funnel. Another has the most qurious orna- 
mentation of all ; it slides above what appears to be intended 
for the head of a serpent ; to the right is a circle sur- 
rounded by points, and in its centre a crescent and six 
joints ; to the left of th^s isMtother circle, filled with and 
surrounded by points. 

Encouraged by the success obtained in the second tomb, 
l took out the two large unsculptured tombstones of the 
third line, which stood almost due south of the former. 
One of them is 6 ft. 4 in. long, and 4 ft. broad; the other 
is' 4 ft. to in. long and 4 ft. 4 in. broad. They were ex- 
tremely well fastened by square blocks, so that they could 
not be got out without great efforts. These tombstones 
stood precisely 13 ft. 4 in. below the surface, as I found it 
When I began the excavations. Two feet below them, and 
thus 1 5 V ft. 4 in. below the former surface, I found ' 
large slabs in the form of sepulchral monuments, lying 
horizontally. At a depth of 5 ft. lower I brought to Hght 
three more slabs, the one lying, the other two standing;^; 
follows : ife'i 



• ••• w-j. f . . ... . . 

The soil consisted of black earth, intermixed with 
fragments of hand-made and very ancient wheel-made 
pottery, and masses of small knives of obsidian. Besides a 
small number of Hera-idols, 1 found there a solid piece of 
ivory, one inch high and broad, in the form of a beehive, 
having in the lower flat side a tubular hole for suspension 

M 
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with a thread ; while on the convex or globular side is an 
emigrated cross, embellished with live gold pins with Hat 



No. 235. 

J’ioce of ornamented 
ivory, (5 m.) Size 3 : 4. 


heads, each of which has a small hole in the 
centre of its head (see No. 235) ; also a piece 
of wood, 4.4a. long and - 2 in. broad, with 
beautifully clfVed spiral lines (No. 222),* 
which seems to belong to a box (pdp#r/f) ; 
also two well-polished pieces of wood with 


sharp points, but otherwise almost in the form of long 


thin cones. 


In digging deeper I found that, at a distance of 33 ft. 
front the east side of the circular double parallel row of 
large slabs which encloses the Agora, the rock suddenly 
slopes, for a space of 30 ft. in length and width, at an 
angle of 30 degrees, the perpendicular height of the 
sM^e being x6» ft. Further to the west the rook forms 
a platform 30 ft. long add broad, with two sepulchres, 
of which I shall first describe the smaller one, because 
the >• aforesaid two tombstones stood at a height of 
ip| ft. above its mouth. This sepulchre, which in the 
Plan B I call the Third Tomb, is 16 ft. 8 in. long, 
and 10 ft. a in. broad, and it is cut into the rock, on 
the west side 2 ft. 4 in., on the south side 3 ft. 4 in., 
on the east side 7 ft., and on the north 5 ft. deep.f 
These different depths find their explanations in the 
slope and in the unevenness of the rock, because the 
bottom of the tomb is of course perfectly horizontal. At 
about 9 ft. above the mouth of this tomb 1 discovered 
close to it, on the slope of the rock, at a d|j|||t of 21 ft. 
below the firmer surface, a number of skeletons of men, 
which had evidently not been on the funeral pyre, but were 
so much destroyed by the moisture that none of the skulls 
could be taken out entire. The only objects I found with 
them were knives Of obsidian and five very pretty hand- 


See Vignette to this chapter. > + See Plafi B B. 



fros, 236, 237. Hand-made Vases of Terra-cotta. Depth 20 ft. Half-size. 

objects were found ; also a very curious sort of bronze 
dagger (No. 438), consisting of two separate two-edged 
blades, which had been soldered together in the middle, 
so that the four edges are separated from each other by «a 
quarter of jiypch; both blades are 10 in. long, the whole 
dagger beii^^ 3 inches long. The handle iWs ^klehlly 
been inlaid with wood or bone, fastened by three small 
nails of bronze, which are preserved. As I considered 
one of the overhanging rocks particularly dangerous, T did 
all I could to keep my workmen back from it; however, 
as, in order to stimulate the workmen, to be very attentive, 
I am in thfhabitof giving thera a drink-penny for all 
objects, even the most trifling, which have any interest for 

■ M 2 
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below itv^^ always 

returned to the spot. But seeing that the rdck had a 
crack Which widened, I literally dragged the two men 
from their ^perilous position, when all at 



once the rock fell with a thundering crash, 
and we were all three knocked down by 
its splinters, but none of us was injured. 

The four walls of the tomb which now 
occupies us were lined with pieces of 
schist of irregular size, which were joined 
with clay, and formed a slanting wall 5 ft. 
high and a ft. 3 in. broad. 

I found in this sepulchre the mortal 
remains of three persons who, to judge 
by the smallness of the bones and par- 
ticularly of the teeth, and by the masses 
of female ornaments found here, must 
have been women. As the teeth of one 
of these bodies, though all preserved, were 
evidently much used and were very ir- 
regular, they appear to belong to a very 
old woman. All had the head turned to 
the east and the feet to the west. As 
in the former tomb, the bodies lay at a 
distance of 3 ft. from each Other ; they 
were covered with a layer of pebbles and 
reposed on another layer of similar stones, 
on which the funeral piles' had been 


No. 138. raised; this last stratum lay on the 

A large brotw dagger, 

wiiu two blades soldered bottom of the tomb, which^is is shown 

together in the middle. * 

(6*m.) si*e 7 Up. on Plan B B, was 29 ft. 8 rK* below 


the former surface of the mount. 


Precisely as in the former tomb, all the three bodies 
had and at 

.equal distances from each other, nay, in the very place 
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s, 'as well as by the marks ^ re and 
the sm^» ; ‘.ah ' the walls to the right and left, "atiH by the 
masses of yood ashes which l#y on and around the bodies. 
The bodies were literally laden with jewels, all of which 
bore evident signs of the fire and smoke to which? ;they had 
been exposed on the funeral piles. ^ 

The .ornaments of which the greatest hdihpeT ^is 
found were the large, thick, round plates of / gold, with 
a very pretty decoration of repousst work, Qjf , whiqh I 
collected -70 1. I found them as well below ftsikbpve add 
around the bodies, and there can conse^ii|l^^Kb 6 w 3 |tP 
doubt that part of them were strewn all d^pj^ibottchn 
of the sepulchre before the funeral pyres|p^ldte||p, 
and that the rest were laid on the bodied j^lOTe th^lfe 
was kindled. In the following engravings * I give ^fithe 
different types of these wonderful plates. 
say how the Mycenean goldsmiths 
work. Professor Landerer thinks they laicl the .gpld^ 
on a block of lead, and hammered 
ornamentation into it. No. 239. contai^^^^l^ 


waving feapds much resembling those 
sculptured; tombstone, f The curious ori 
the cent^^which so often recurs here, se|||| 
derived from the j^, the more so as thS 
are thought to be the marks of the n|| 
missingi., the artist has on.ly added two ' 
curved ntllqf thern. No. 240 represents 
cuttle-fi||f|&e|)ia), yfc'iiQse. eight arms have * 
into spi^^|he head with the two eyes being distinctly 
visible. represents a flower 5; No. i^ adsplendid 

spiral o^g^p^|pn!.!Np,' 24 ; 3 ;? a l?^utiflill^|^fly ; this 


, t ^e !ja *42, p. 91. 



ptt*?or 
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No. 239. Plate oTOold. Sepulchre 1 1 1 . 


type is exceedingly frequent. Whether, as in the later 
Greek art, the butterfly is here the symbol of immortality, as 
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jNo. 241. Plate of Gold : a Flower. Sepuldire III. 


Mr. Chas. T. Newton reminds me, I do not dare to decide. 
No. 244 presents** curious ornamentation of spirals in the 



No. A Pla te of Gold. Sepulchre III. 
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No. 243, Plate of Gold : a Butterfly. Sepulchre III. 


form of six serpents, round a central circle. In No. 
we at once recognise again the ornamentation of the: 



No, 244. Plate of Gold. Sepulchre III. 
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Nq. 245. A i’l.ite gl' tlyld. Sepulchre IU. 


sepulchral stel£ <(No. 142), as in No. 239, which this one 
Svery fhueh resembles. No. 246 has a most curious pattern, 
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No. A leaf in Gold Plate. Sepulchre 111. Actual d/e. 


which shows within a broad circular border six spirals, 
all very cleverly finished off, each of them surrounding 



No. S. A leal-pattern in Gold Plate. Sepulchre III. 
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No. A leaf- pattern in Gohl Plato. Sepulchre HI. 


seven concentric circles, and all united around an ornament 
likewise of seven concentric circles, which the artist seems 
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No. -51. A Star in Gold Plate. Sepulchre III, 


to have vainly tried to unite at the upper part. Each of 
the spirals separately very much resembles the hair-springs 



No. 35*. A Plate of Gold. Sepulchre III. 




1876.] HERCULES aSI the NEMEAN LION. 173 


of our H 


closer 


examiu 


circles. r^sp'rieisbij %/' ' all of 

a kindt^|ji^erh. No. 2,51 represents a beautiful star- 
flower ; No. 252. shows within a border of three circles a 
splendid ornamentation of spirals and concentric circles, 
such as we have not seen yet on the Mycenean antiquities. 

1 suppose that all these golden leaves are miniature 
copies of shields, for though there were shields with a 
central boss,* * * § yet the majority of them were smooth 
(ei*o-r;)f : further most shields were round (euKv«-Xo?)4 
and many of them, if not all, were works of art and beauti- 
fully ornamented.^ We further find around the Homeric 
shields a border (avn>£), which may have been sometimes 
single, but which certainly was usually treble, || and such a 
border we also find represented on several of these golden 
plates. 


In proceeding to describe the masses of other jewels 
which had covered the bodies on the pyres and which still 
lay partly on them and partly around them, I begin with 
three perforated massive ornaments of gold, belonging to 
necklaces, of which the first (No. 2.53) appears to represent, 
in intaglio, Hercules killing the Nemean lion. The hero is 
represented here with long hair (/caprj/co/ioW) and with a 
long beard ; his dress appears to reach only from the 
waist to the middle of the loins, and the rest of the body 
seems to be naked. Having stepped forward with his left 


* See Iliad, XXII. in, a&irU 6 ix<j><i\ 6 tcr<ra ; comp, ‘ Troy and its 
Remains,’ p. 324. 

t See Iliad, II f. 357 ; VII. 250 \ and in many other passages. 

X See Iliad] XIII. 715 ; XIV. 428; and in other passages. 

§ See for example II. XI. 32 : — 

TroKvfialSixAav acrnlZa Bovpi iv 

“ man-coveri ng, artistically made, power fu( shiv hi/’ 

See i^:?TO^ders whif^' .ttephtestus wrought ota the shield 

Of Achille|li :: 3iW^g-^8.;.:'; ; . ; '-A- 

|| See, for example, //. XX. 275, and XVI 11. 480. 
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foot, he dearts the whcsle weight of his on rt to deal 
a deadly Blow at the lion with a sword which he holds 
in his uplifted right hand, whilst with his left he seizes the 
lion's throat. The animal stands before him on his hind- 
legs, and has pounced with his fore-feet on the left leg of the 
hero, whom he is going to bite in the breast when he 
receives the deadly blow. The body of the lion appears 
to me to be faithful to nature, but not the head, which 
resembles more a bear's head ; the mane is engraved with 
true art. I call particular attention to the large round 
knob at the end of the handle of the sword, because many 
such, all of alabaster or wood with golden nails, and fre- 
quently plated with gold, were found in the tombs suc- 
cessively discovered. 









! 

: 

1 

ib* d - 


Nos. iv, t, vs-p 25$, Perforated Unuuuenis of (’.old, *vilh engraving': in intaglio. Sepuh hre III. 

Actual size. 


The intaglio on the following smaller ornament (No. 254) 
represents two warriors fighting a deadly duel. The one to 
the left of the spectator is a tall, powerful beardless young 
man with an uncovered head, whose loins only are covered, 
the rest of the body being naked. He leans with all the 
weight of his body on his advanced left leg, and with his 
uplifted right hand he has just plunged his double-edged 
sword into the throat of his antagonist, who falls mortally 
wounded. This latter is represented with a long beard. 
His head is covered -with a helmet, over which we see a 
half-circle, which appears to be fastened into the fore-part of 
the helmet anti to represent the long curved horn which 
we see protruding from the fore-part of the helmets of the 
five warriors (No. 213).* The horn seems here to be 


See p. 133. 
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nothing else than, a Ao</>os, into which the crest was sunk, 
for this appears also to be visible. But should tins conjec- 
ture not be correct, then we can only explain the half- 
circle above the warrior’s helmet by supposing that the 
middle part of the crest was fastened on the top of the 
of the helmet, so that there were properly two crests waving. 
On the wounded man’s body we see a round shield with a 
circle of small points, probably meant to represent the glitter 
of the brass. The shield being divided into an upper and 
a lower compartment, it may be that the artist intended to 
represent two shields, of which the lower one belonged to 
the wounded man, who had just Jet it fall, and that the 
upper shield belonged to the victor, whose left i land still 
holds it. The anatomy of the two warriors is represented 
dearly, though rudely, and we wonder how this was at all 
possible without the aid of magnifying glasses. I ask 
whether we do not see here in the young, powerful, 
handsome man, Achilles, the most beautiful man in the 
Creek army; and in his antagonist, “Hector of the 
dancing helmet-crest * for, just as we see represented on 
this bead, Hector was slain by Achilles by a stab in the 
throat. It is true that the fatal stab was given, according 
to Ilomer, f with a lance, but the artist may have substi- 
tuted a sword for want of space. 

The third ornament (No. 2,55) represents, in good 
intaglio, a lion kneeling with his fore-feet on an uneven 
rocky slope, and turning his head round to the right ; 
though, like the two other ornaments, this intaglio is very 
archaic and rude, it is, like them, tolerably executed, and 
the anatomy of the animal is carefully observed. Mr. 
Achilles Postolaccas calls my attention to the fact that 
this lion in its style perfectly resembles the fore-part of 
the lion which we see on the gold staters of Sardis in 
Lydia, which Borrel attributes to Croesus (560 b.c.). 

KOf > vOaloXo'i " Fjkto)(>. Comp. ‘ Trov and its Remains,’ j>. 281. 

+ // XX If. 326. 
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Of the other golden ornaments here shown, No, 
256 represents a butterfly of gold, which has, no doubt, 
served as an ornament on the dress ; but, as it has no 
perforation, it is not clear to me how it may have been 
fastened ; probably it has been glued or pasted on the 
drapery. Further, ten golden grasshoppers* with chains, of 
which Nos. 259 and 260 represent two ; they appear to 
have been used as ornaments of the breast or hair. I 
collected also eleven very curious large globular ornaments, 


V56 257 250 



Nos. 256-260. Golden Ornaments. Sepulchre 111 . Actual size. 


of which Nos. 257 and 258 give the engravings of two; all 
have a tubular hole at the top, and are evidently from neck- 
laces. These ornaments, as well as the crickets, are of repoussd 


* More properly the tree cricket (t£tti(, I. at. cicada , It. cigala , Fr. 
cigah ’), of which the Athenians wore golden images in their hair, to 
denote their autochthonic origin. Hence it was probably the common 
badge of the cognate Achiean and old Ionian races. 
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work, and consist of two halves, which were soldered 
together. 

; ”T further collected there three griffins of gold, of which 
1 represent one (No. 261); the upper part of their 
bodies is that of an eagle, the lower 
that of a lion ; the wing is orna- 
mented with spirals. Each of these 
objects has three perforations, which 
can' leave no doubt that they have 
been sewn on the clothes as orna- 
ments. The griffins are mythic No, atfr- Golden Ornament. 

v 1 i * r f A Grilfm. Sepulchre III. 

animals belonging to India, whence Actual *.•«. 

they came over to the West. We 

find the griffin on the most ancient fictile vases of a 
rude Egyptianising style, in company with sphinxes and 
winged lions. This fantastical animal has become the 
central point of a curious legendary cycle, for we find it 
already mentioned in Ilesiod and Herodotus as watcher 
of -the gold in the far north of Europe.* Pliny describes 
the. gryphi as feranim volucrc genus , which mini mputi- 
tate dig up the gold ex cuniculis and watch it, like- 
wise in the north of Europe, that is, in the land of the 
Seytlhans.f Damis Olear^ maintains that the griffins have 
been derived from India, and gives the following description 
of them: “The gold which the griffins dig up consists- of 
stones incrusted with golden drops like fiery points, winch 
they beat off by the power of their hard beak. These 
animals are found in India, where they are sacred to the 



* Herodotus, III. r3, 14. 

Milton alludes to this legend (Par. Lost, Ilk. II.) : — 

“ As when a gryphon through the wilderness 
With winged course o’er hill or moory dale 
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 
Had from his wakeful custody puiloined 
The guarded gold.” 

t IT. N. VII. 2 ; XXXI If. 4, 21. 

J Apud Philostrat. Vit. Apoll. J'yan. HF. 48, j>. 1 31 . 
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sun, whence the Indian painters represent Helios riding on 
teams of fotir griffins. The griffin has the size and strength 
of the lion, but is superior to the latter by its wings, and 
vanquishes even elephants and large serpents. But he 
cannot overpower the tiger, who excels by his rapid 
motion.” .Bdttiger* explains these monsters as simple 
productions of the Indian carpet-manufacture, because 
from a remote antiquity the Indians delight in com- 
pounding their sacred animals. It appears certain that the 
griffin came in the retinue of Dionysus from India to 
Greece, and that it therefore became here the symbol of 
wisdom and enlightenment. 

I further found with the three bodies of the third tomb 
three ornaments in the shape of hearts, or wmen I give the 


engraving of one (No. 
26a). As they have no 
perforations, they must 
have been glued on to 
the drapery. There 
were also found four 
golden ornaments (see 
No. 263) representing 
crouching lions, with four or five perforations in the 
margin for sewing them on the clothes or drapery. 
Though rather roughly made, the body of the animal is 
true to nature, and particularly the head. The passion of 
the Mycenean artist for spirals is shown in the form of the 
lion’s tail. As Mr. A. S. Murray, of the British Museum, 
justly observed to me, the spiral is no proof whatever of 
oriental influence, because it is a form which every curium 
wire would naturally suggest, and its general existence and 
independent use is attested by the spiral ornamentations of 
the ancient Mexicans, Peruvians, and Egyptians. 

1 further found on the three bodies of the third 



Xus. 2O2, 263. Gulden Ornaments. Heart amt J.icm. 
Sepulchre T IT. Actual size. 
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sepulchre twelve ornaments of gold, each representing 
two stags lying down, with long three-branclied horns, 
leaning with the necks against each other and turning 
the head in opposite directions, but so that the horns of 
both touch each other and seem intended to form a 
sort of a crown. The two stags repose on the top of a 
date-palm tree with three fronds, of which the two t(i the 
right and left extend below the bodies of the animals, 
whilst the third stands upright. Two of these ornaments, 
with double stags, were soldered together, and in the hollow 
thus formed at the lower end was stuck a thick silver pin, 
with circular horizontal flu tings, which represented the 
stem of the palm-tree, and which was fastened by a pin. 
The hole through which this pin was stuck is seen at the 



us. 2O4, .265. Golden Ornament Sejmlidue 1 1 1 . Actual size. 


bottom of No. 264, and part of the silver pin in No. 265, 
where we also recognise the horizontal flutings, which seem 
to have been intended to imitate the rough bark of the 
palm-tree. Thus we see before us a beautiful brooch, 
presenting on either side two stags lying on a palm-tree. 
But, the brooch being rather heavy, the silver pin was 
perforated, as we see at the lower end of No. 265, to be 
fastened with a thread or otherwise. Two of these orna- 
ments had besides two perforations. Reckoning two such 


\ 2 



| Cn At’. VII. 


l8o THE THIRD SEPULCHRE. 

ornaments as one brooch, there were found in this sepul- 
chre in all six brooches with a pair of stags on either side. 

There were also found two golden 
ornaments (see No. 266), repre- 
senting a similar date-tree with 
three larger fronds, on which 
two lion-cults sit opposite each 
other and are holding their 
muzzles together ; the tails of 
the four cubs form spirals, just 
as the ornaments with the double 
stags. These two ornaments with 
the cubs were also stuck together, 
either by soldering or by pins, through the two perfora- 
tions which we see in each of them ; and in the hollow 
below was fixed a silver brooch, and thus this ornament, 
like the former, served as a breast-pin (irofmif). 

; I further found with the three bodies of the third tomb 
two golden ornaments, representing two women, each 



Nos. *67, *68. Golden Ornaments. Women with Doves. Sepulchre III. Actual size. 



No. *o6. Golden Ornament. 
Sepulchre III. Actual size. 


having a pigeon on her head. One of them (No. z68) 
has also a pigeon attached to each arm. Both women 
are of the same type and have a long pointed nose, which 
* protrudes in a straight line from the forehead, and large 
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eves. The heads of both are crowned with a diadem. 
Bach has a hollow in the left cheej§, which is alone visible ; 
both touch their breasts with the hands, ami this must be 
a symbol of fertility or abundance. I call attention to the 
resemblance in the attitude of these women to that of the 
numerous terra-cotta idols of Aphrodite from Cyprus, as 
well as to the so-called statue of Niobe on the ro£k of 
Sipylos, which also touch their breasts with both |^tnds. 
The four pigeons are represented with spread wings, as if they 
were flying. The first woman (No. 267) has four perfora- 
tions and her bird has two, by which this ornament was 
sewn on the clothes or drapery. On the other hand, the 
woman with the three pigeons has evidently been fixed to 
something else with two small gold 
pins, the broad heads of which we 
see, the one between the knees of the 
woman, the other on her belly. 

I further found in the same tomb 
golden ornaments like No. 269, but 
1 find it difficult to explain whether 

, . . , No 2G9. ( loklen Onununii 

the artist intended to represent a sepulchre in. -e. 
horse, a hippocampus, or a dog. 

Of golden ornaments in the form of cuttle-fish, -or sepias, 
1 found not less than twenty-seven of the shape of 


Nos. 270, 271. Two (/olden Cuttle Kish. Scpuldiie III. Affinal si/e. 

those represented under Nos. -270 and 271. All of them 
are double, that is to say, two sepias are always soldered 
together, so that the ornament represents a sepia on either 
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side. The Mveenean goldsmith, always eager to convert 
everything into spirals, ^as done so here with all the feefcof 
the sepias, every one of which forms a beautiful spiral. 
Some of the sepias, like No. 2,70, have in addition four 
perforations for fixing them with thread. How these orna- 
ments may have been used is altogether a riddle ro me. 



No. 272. A Flying Griffin of Gold. Sepulchre Iff. Actual size. 


No. 272 represents a flying griffin of gold. Like No. 261, it 
has the body of a lion, the head and wings of an eagle, 
and is ornamented with spirals. As it has no perforations, 
it must have been fastened with glue on the draper}'. 

:Of the highest interest are two little golden figures, one 
of which is given under No. 273, each having four per- 
forations in exactly the same places ; t hey 
appear, therefore, to have been attached to 
each other, so that the same figure appeared 
on either side. They exactly resemble 
each other. Regarding the* type of the 
features nothing can be said with certainty, 
for it may as well be Hellenic as Asiatic. 
Nor is there any indication whether the 
figures represent men or women, though 
their rich female dress leads us to suppose 
the latter to be the case. Both have the 
hands joined on the breast like Aphrodite, but below 
them we see an object in the form of a disk, which seems 
to be suspended from the neck. On each side of the 
breast, as well as on the lower part of the gowns, we see 
a number of straps, which probably represent ribbons or 



No. 27 j. Golden 
Ornament. 
Sepulchre 1 JX 
Actual .size, 
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gold lace; also two rows of twelve small tdrclcs each, 
which are rro doubt intended tg^b’prescnt gold burtons 
with intaglio work, like those of which such large quantities 
were found, as we shall see, in two of the tombs. 

1 further gathered in the same tomb- eight golden 
ornaments in the form of butterflies, of which I represent 
one under No. 27 u Some of them have ttvo, others, have 
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274-- Woklcn Ornaments. Sepulchre I If. Actual size. 

tour, perforations ; and, as all are exactly of the same size 
and shape, I presume that these also have been fastened 
together in pairs with pins, so that there was a butterfly on 
each side. This supposition seems to be warranted bv the 
reverse side, which is hollow. I think the same must 
have been the case with the other objects here engraved, 
of which duplicates were found, but not with No. 274, 
which represents two eagles. Very curious are the orna- 
ments represented by No. 279, of which four were found ; 
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'^^rlp^tll^'hearls joined. There ■ is sohle^i}lg i>etween 
two swans which has the sh$pe bfatable, 

W eannotsaywhat it may be. There were foyod seven 
ft ornaments like No. 280, representing hippocampi ; 
'^Uprerthe^ head turned backward, and the tail is curved;; 
j^llpre perforations. 

v-i ^fTlie golden ornament (No. 274) has also perforations 
'for attachment to another object; it represents, as before 
i^ejitioned, two eagles, which stand opposite each other 
with, the heads turned round. There were found in the 


. 8'aroe tomb six sphinxes, like No. 277. They are winged 
lions, with beardless human heads, covered with a Phrygian 
viptj^from which a long crest seems to stretch out; but it 
' cannot be distinguished here whether the artist intended to 
f^^p^sent a female of a male sphinx. I may here observe 
. that* according to Ilesiod, Apollodorus, anti Euripides, the 
is a daughter of Typhon and the Echidna or the 
;<2himaira, or of Orthos and the Chinunra, and that it has, 
at; all events, been imported from Egypt into Greece. But 
Me Egyptian Sphinx is male, being the synibol of a king, 
while the sphinx in. the Theban legend of (Edipus is 
female. The golden ornament (No. 278), of which four 
were found, seems to represent a tree; all of these have 
^perforations. Of the small golden jewels of this 
may mention No. 27 6, representing two birds, 
'd^^febies of which cannot be distinguished. They stand 
each other, their heads leaning over in- opposite 
the two being joined by spirals. 

of one of the three bodies was found the 
Spteh'didcrO^'n of gold {arififia, No. 281), which is :oneof the 
most Interesting and most precious objects that I collected 
at- Mycenae. It is 2 fr. 1 in. long, and profusely covered 
ornaments, The work %ekng refiwss£, all 
tire oynamjeifts protrude and appear in low relief, giving to 
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No. ;?&*.. Golden l)i;tdcm fi<umd.tm the head of 
!^dy iii the Third Sepukhro. 

• > v ' Size. | ; $* about. 


the croM 'an HM&isfrrb- 
ahfy" magnificent aspect, 
wh i ck is still further aug- 
men ted by the thirl^six ' 
large leaves, ornamented 
in a like manner, which 
are attached to it. it 
deserves particular atten- 
tion that the crown was- 
bound round the head so 
that its broadest part was 
just in the middle of the 
forehead, and of course 
the leaves were standing 
upright around the upper 
part of the head, for had 
it been otherwise it would 
have shaded the eyes and 
the greater part of the 
face. Near each extremity 
can be seen two small 
holes, through which the 
crown was fastened by 
means of a thin golden 
wire. I call particular 
attention to the curious 
signs between the shield- 
like ornaments of the 
lowest row ; five of these 
signs resemble beautiful 
flowers, the heads of which 
give an additional proof 
that the crown was worn 


with the leaves upwards, 
and so I found it on the head of one of the bOdits. The 
four other signs resemble the" :tadiicStt$, the 

herald's staff of Hermes, d; 
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Around the he^d of anojli^of die three 
found the magnificent golden? diadem (No. aSijyAo; which 
was still attached part of the skull ; it is finely worked. 
It ^fl^a harder, formed - by par^^^ines; 7 and^§i|i^^f 
p^tot|l|tipg points, which is broadest, in the mtd®|p|d 
gradually, diminishes towards both ends. Thisd'idj^^^i 
ornamented with spiral signs, accompanied by 
of deep or protruding points. The space between . tl^^yo 
borders is filled up with a row of shield-like orna^hfs, 
the size of which varies according to the breadth ofy'lhe 
diadem, containing a number of concentric circles arptihd 
a central boss. The space between the circles is^filledldji, 
in the five larger ones, with a circular rovy of small leaves 
or of protruding points. We also see between the speltl- 
like ornaments all along the border two rows of Small, 
liosses encircled by protruding^ points. At each end of the 
diadem is a perforation, which must have served to fasten it 
round the head by means of a thin wire of gold or cp.jjjj||r. 
This diadem being of thick gold plate, it was not pipeffyr. 

I further found with the three bodies five diadeths’of 
gold, of which I represent two under Nos. 283 and,. 2(^4. 
Two of them (see No. 283) have an ornamentation 
to the foregoing, but less rich. Both are piped with copper, 
wire, and have no border; and both consist of two hpv(fs, 
which seem not to have been soldered togethei£f|pit: 
merely joined by tlve piping wire. As neither 
has perforations in the extremities, there mus|;j||^e 
been attached to them thin wires of copper 
now broken off, by which they wens. fastened artfi^^pe 
head.; Both these diadems have suffered much;|l(^p||||e 
funeral fire, which has blackened them so that ||ip|||^^)-’ 
graphs could not take well. ^he : Piadem : ; ;; ^d®l i l^^), ;! 
though not piped, has no jprdcr ; . it is also ornamented 
with shield-like circles representing beautiful flowers. We 
see an ornamentation in the form of a star at each end, and 
small shield-like bosses on both sides between the circles. 
At the right extremity is still preserved part of the gold wire 
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with which the diadem was fastened round the head. On 
all these six diadems we recognise the fine black ashes of the 



Nos. 283, 284. Diadems of Gold. Sepulchre III. Sire 3 ; 9, about. 


funeral pyre sticking to the gold. I may here mention that 
, we find round shields with an ornamentation of crescents 
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anil stars represented on Macedonian coins ; but these can. 
of course, have no relation whatever to the Mycenean 
diatteis, which may be twelve centuries older. Although 
Sififr wpc diadems with an ornamentation of rosy tteif ; liave 

yet tl lere can be no d6ufefei;that 
they|#^?y';in extensive ..rise in a remote antiquity, -fot' rite 
Brit^^MwsieiJiit contains six idols of Aphrodite from Cyprus, 
twoajf terfa-ebtta and -four of marble— all of which have 
the head ornamented with similar diadems. I see further 



No, 3*85. A Cross in Gokt Plate. Sepulchre lit , Actual .size. 


in tfiid" Assyrian collection of the same ■ museti^'E.^tJiir 
figurettes of ivory representing Hercules, ■ ,whdsfe5i^i^. is 
like#b(e ornamented with such diadems. ■ ■ jTS&'SSS- ' 

^h-eye are two other diadems with a still simpler ^htelil- 
likedh^mentationv and having in the middle twb%i|ggica] 
rows of spirals. Both these diadems consist of halves, 
which were seemingly joined only by the copper wire 
with which they are piped. The thin wires at the ex- 
tremities are here also broken off. ' 
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I found further with the three bodies of the third tomb 
six crosses formed of double golden leaves, of which I 
give engravings of four. The richest ornamentatioiT^on 



those represented by No. 285; the leaves resemble laurel 
leaves, ornamented with beautiful flowers in repousse work ; 
add there is an ornamentation of spirals at both ends of 
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each ifat. In the centre of each of these crosses is fixed 
a cross of small unornamented gold-plate. The cross 
(Not a86) shows a similar pattern, and I suppose it has 
ha?||.iixed in the centre of the star-like golden ornament 
( No.Ti88) ; but, not being quite certain in this respect, I 



give separate engravings of both. No. 287 represents a 
small golden ornament with three flowers. Very curious 
is the small golden cross (No. 289), whose leaves show a 
magnilicent ornamentation of circles and spirals, and in 
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the centre of which is attached another cross of' small 
richly-ornamented gold leaves. The l$rge gold cross (No, 
290) shows a shield-like ornamentation, and also at^jhe 
end of each leaf three small circles containing two| 


ones. 

In several places we see in the leaves of this latter cross 
very small holes, which seem to prove that another 



No. 291. A Cross of Gold. Sepulchre III. Size 4 : 7, about. 


ornament was attached in the centre, probably a cross, as 
we set in No. 285, or a star, such as No. 288* , I also' 
found in this tomb the two large and beautiful golden 
stars, of which I represent one (No. 291). They consist 
of two differently-shaped crosses, with a magnificent or- 
namentation in repouss £ work ; , both crosses are fastened 
together with a golden pin with a large round flat head, 



GIGANTIC GOLD BROOCH. 


Which 'ilfitili preserved on the one shown in the engraving, 
fn flic centre of thg other star there is only the hnpres- 
the pinhead, now lost, has made on the gold 
It- is perfectly impossible for me to say how these 
served as ornaments of the dead, for I found none 
of them in situ. 

On one of the bodies I found a gold brooch (iropnr}), 
with a very thick silver pin, 8 in. long (see No. 291), 



' ir j3- A Golden Brooch (~dp7nj). Sepulchre Ilf. Actual size. 

.^ich,. having .• seemingly been in contact with saline 
flatter, has Seen turned into chloride of silver, and has, 
therefore, broken in two. Thus only the upper part of 
the pin is seen in the engraving. In the brooch we 
see a womarf wifh extern led arms, turning her face to the 
left of the spectator ; her features are decidedly Greek. 
She has a long nose, which protrudes straight from the 
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forehead, and large eyes; her hair only reaches down to 
the neck, which is ornamented with a necklace ; her large 
breasts are well shown. On her head we see a spiral 
ornamentation, from the middle of which rises a beautiful 
palm-tree, and from this there hang down to the right and 
left long tresses with tassels in the shape of flowers. 



No. 293. Golden Ornament from the Third Sepulchre. Size five-sixths. 


[ also found in this tomb the two very curious golden 
ornaments (see No. 293), which are too large and heavy 
to have been worn as pendants of earrings 
and have probably been used as breast or- 
naments. Each consists of two pieces of 
repousse work, which are soldered together, 
and thus these objects present the same 
ornamentation on either side.' 

There was also found a small ' golden 
cross, represented under No. 294, having 
an ornamentation of spirals on either side. It deserves 
particular mention that the last-named ornaments (Nos. 
291-294), as well as some of the smaller ornaments of 



No. 2* 54. 

A Gulden Cross. 
Sepulchre III. 

- ; \ C 1 1 lit 1 size. 
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this sepulchre,* though of gold, have a reddish bronze- 
like colour, so that, if I had found them alone, 1 should 
decidedly not have claimed for them a very remote 
anfiqaitv ; but the conditions under which they lay in 
the sepulchre make it impossible to suppose that the 
objects found there were of different ages. : ' 

There were also found on each of the three bodies two 
golden ornaments (six in all) almost in the form of ear- 
rings, of which two are represented in the engravings Nos. 
295 and 296. But as the two ends of each of these objects 
are in the form of spirals turned round four or five times, 
they can, of course, not have (teen used for the ears g besides 
they would be by far too heavy for that use, because they 
are of solid gold. The only use which, in my opinion, can 
have been made of them is to hold together the locks, and 
I think they perfectly 'explain The passage in Homer :f— 

“Those locks, that with the Graces’ hajr might vie, 

Those tresses bright, with gold and silver bound, 

Were dabbled all with blood.” 

Loan Derby. 

I also collected on tli'e three bodies eleven very curious 
golden ornaments, of which I give three engravings (Nos. 
297, 298, and 299). All of them have in the middle a 
narrow tube, by which they appear to have been strung on 
a cord, for they can, in my opinion, only have been used 
for necklaces. They were made in the following way : to 
both ends of a small tube, which, as we see in the engra- 
vings, is ornamented with circular incisions, was soldered a 
thin golden wire, which was on either side turned eleven 
times, round, and these spirals were soldered together, the 
outside turn of each also being soldered to the tube. Of 

O 

* Like Nos. 2G2, 264, 265, 266, 272, 274, 274, 275, 276, 277, 279, 
2So > 3°;b 3°5> 3°f’> and 316. 
t Iliad, XVII. 5 1 and 52 

difj.ari oi ftsuavro k6/j.ul x (x P'' t s <t <tiv hftina. 1 % 

Tr\oxfJ.ol oi XP U<T V Tt ’ Nal vptp €<ri[tr)K<vi>TQ. 
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•the same pattern were : found six bracelets likC'.N'o. 300, 
each of which consists of twelve spirals made of the same 


fine gold wire; they were fastened round the arm bv the 



NosG *>5-300. Golden Hair -holders, Bracelets, and Ornaments of Necklaces. Size 5 : 6 , about. 


small golden staff at the right, and by the spiral at the left 
extremity, which latter served as a clasp. 

There were further found two pairs of golden scales, 
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which I represent in the engraving (Nos. 301 and 302], 
but I have been able to photograph the beam of only 



one pair, the other beam being too much compressed and 
out of shape. Both beams consist of tubes of thin gold- 


No.sv 30*. > y ■ about- 
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plate, through which was undoubtedly stuck a wooden stick 
to give them more solidity ; debris of charred wood were even 
found in some pieces of the golden tubes. The beams 
were attached to the scales by long and very thin straps of 
gold. Two of the scales are ornamented with flowers, the 
others with beautifully-represented butterflies. Of course 
these scales can never have been used; thev were evi- 
dently made expressly to accompany the bodies of the 
three princesses into the grav e, and they have, therefore, un- 
di^hteclly a symbolic signification; I may here call attention 
toff; scales in the wall-paintings of the Egyptian sepulchres, 
in which are weighed the good and bad deeds of the 
deceased. At all events these scales vividly recal to our 
refnembrance the beautiful passage of Homer,* where Jove 
takhs golden scales and weighs the “lots of doom” of 
Ejector and Achilles. 

“ But when the fourth time in their rapi.l course 
1 The founts were reached, the Eternal father hung 
. His golden scales aloft, and placed in each 
T'he lots of doom, for great Achilles one, 

For Hector one, and held them by the midst : 

Down sank the scale, weighted with Hector’s death, 

Down to the shades, and Phoebus left his side.” 

Lord Derby. 

.There were further found with the three bodies the 
golden ornaments here represented. The golden plate 
••tQ.u'st have been glued on something else, be- 
cause otherwise its use is inexplicable. It has a beautiful 
ornamentation of repousse work, such as we have not seen 
before in Mycenae The child’s mask (No. 304) consists 
of very thin gold plate; the places for the eyes are 


//. XXII. 209-213:- — 

ctAA’, IWt 5^ rh rtraprov Kpmivovs atpiKOvru, 

Kal Tore Stj xputrtia ir uttjp ^rlraiye rdXavra ; 
iv S’ ItUU 1 5 vo Kijpf ravrjXtytos Oavdroio, 

Taji' pikv > AxtX\7)o^, ri]v 8* ‘'Efcropo? hnroSdjuoto • 
tAtce 8 f.- [Ltd ti ci AajSa'j/’ ptVe 5* W E Kropos a'difiov i)[uxp , 
<PX tT0 S’ tU *Atouo ‘ Atrrer St I i>o7fios ’AarJAAa?*'. 
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cut out, and even in the, present crumpled condition of 
the mask the nose is slightly protruding. It appears, 
therefore, very probable that, together with the bodies of 
the three women, a child was burnt and buried in this 
tomb, and this would perfectly agree with the tradition cited 
by Pausanias.* 

I also found thirteen splendidly-ornamented objects of 
gold plate, of which one is represented under No. 305 ; 



303-306. < hdilc-.i <>1 naincut-.. Sepulchre III Hall-ire 


their style of ornamentation has never been seen by me 
here before. At the upper extremity we see a perforation, 
which makes it probable that these objects have served as 
pendants of earrings. The gold plate (No. 306) must also 
have been cemented on some other object, for it shows no 

II. 16, § 6. See the passage fully quoted in Chapter III. p. 59. 
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perforations. It represents in detective repousse work two 
men, of whom the one, who is winged and has horse’s-feet 
and appears to play The flute, stands with his right foot on 
the head of the other, whose arms are extended and whose 
feet are wide apart. Both men have two horns on the 
head, and those of tire lower figure are particularly conspi- 
cuous. To the right of the two men, and thus to the left 
of the spectator, is a very strange ornament, which at first 
sight appears to consist of written characters, but, on closer 
examination, we find that it is mere ornamentation. 

There was further found here the perforated ball of 
beautifully-polished rock crystal (No. 307), which has 



Nos. 307, 308. Objects of Hock Crystal. Sepulchre HI. Actual size. 


evidently formed part of the handle of a sceptre or some 
weapon, for we see in the perforation a long jpicce of metal 
which appears to be gold, but which is probably only gold- 
plated bronze or silver. 

The object, No. 308, is also of well-polished rock 
crystal; it has a large 'mouth, and a perforation on the 
opposite side; the interior has a lively ornamentation 
painted in red and white. The use of this object is alto- 
gether a riddle to me. 

There were also found two objects of bronze, of which 
the one appears to be a fragment and the other the handle 
of some weapon. 
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I also picked up there the two objects. Nos. 309 and 
310, which appear to be sceptres. The silver staff <>( 


each has been plated with gold, 
as we see on that part of if 
which sticks in the beautifully- 
turned knobs of rock crystal. 
The crystal ball of No. 309 is 
ornamented with small vertical 
furrows and quite perforated, 
and there arc evident signs that 
another object, probably of gold, 
has been attached to its lower 
end ; and such a piece of gold 
was found lying separately and 
is added in the engraving (ct), 
the more so as its upper end 
had evidently been broken off; 
it is ornamented on both sides 
with repoussd work representing 
lions. 

1 call the reader's attention 
to the size of these presumed 
sceptres, which is here only 
about: one-third of the actual 



size. I beg further to observe 
that the enormous gold plated 
silver rods were doubtless stuck 


Sceptics <>f silver pi tted with golf.!, with 
handle* of rock crystal 
Sepulchre Ilf. Size 1 ; 3, about- 
it. A b.d! of gold found separately, but 
belonging to the handle. 


in wooden staves covered with gold plate. For the 
abundance here of such staves with gold covers we can 
have no better testimony than the numerous tubes of 
gold plate found in these tombs, many of them still con- 
taining charred remnants of the wood which they once 
covered; a few even contained remnants of the wood pretty 
well preserved. 


Further I , found fifteen perforated beads of brown 
agate, like No. 31 1, which evidently belong to a necklace: 
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also a number of beads like No. 312 : further the magni- 
ficent lentoid gem of sardonyx (No. 313), on which is 
represented in intaglio a woman in a cost ly dress, open on 
the: breast and ornamented with an upper and a lower 
circle of large points, which are, no doubt, intended to 
represent gold buttons. Her head is ornamented with a 
large crown ; her features are unfortunately too indistinct 
for us to determine their type ; on her robe between her 
knees we see a flower, head downwards. To her left is 
sitting a man apparently in full armour, and wearing on 
his head a helmet with a long crest. Very characteristic 
is his long aquiline nose, which he seems to touch with his 


3 11 .V3 ;U4 



Nos, 311-315. Beads of Agate and lentoid gems of Sardonyx and Amethyst. 
Sepulchre ITT. Actual size. 


uplifted left hand. The feet of both persons are well 
indicated, but the artist appears to have forgotten to give 
the woman arms. No. 314 is a whorl-like ornament of 
black agate, with a spiral ornamentation on its lower side : 
it has no perforation. 

Very curious is the lentoid gem of amethyst, No. 315, 
which is of a transparent violet-blue colour, with an 
intaglio, representing an animal turning round its head to 
look at its calf, which is sucking the milk, from its 
udders. The body and legs of the animal, and even its 
head and horns, are decidedly those of a stag ; but 1 
may remind the reader that the most ancient didrachms 
of Corcyra represent in a similar style a cow turning her 
head and looking at her calf which sucks the milk from 
her udders. 
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I also found, there six golden ornaments m the form 
of wheels, of one of which I give the engraving (No. 316). 
Like the wheels of 
bronze which we 
have passed in re- 
view, these six 
wheels have only 
four spokes, form- 
ing a cross around 
the closed axle, 
which is merely 
indicated ; but the 
spokes are here 
curved, so as to 
form four semicir- 
cles. All of them 

No V ( kiMen Wheel. S . j/ulclne III. Actual size, 

are ornamcn ted with 

horizontal incisions; the felloes are very broad, and have 
a spiral ornament all round. 

I also found in this sepulchre a lady’s comb of gold, 
with teeth of bone ; but the latter are so much damaged 
that I cannot: give an engraving of them; further, a large 
silver seal-ring, which, having been in contact with saline 
matter, has become chloride of silver, so that the engraving 
on it has disappeared. Also, twelve tubes of gold plate, 
which had evidently once been filled with wood to give them 
solidity; in some of the tubes there were still remains of 
charred wood. The use of these tubes is difficult to explain ; 
they may have belonged either to sceptres or to distaffs. 
Further, a large quantity of small or larger gold beads 
of necklaces, and an enormous quantity of amber beads, 
likewise from necklaces. These beads have grown dark- 
brown, probably owing to their great antiquity, so that \vc 
at first mistook them for resin, but the analysis of Professor 
Landcrer has shown that they consist of the purest amber. 
It will, of course, for ever remain a secret to us whether 
this amber is derived from the coast of the Baltic or from 
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Italy, where it is found in several places, but particularly on 
the east coast of Sicily ; but. it is highly probable that it 
was brought to Greece by the Phoenicians, its name in Greek 
being electrnm (7/Xe«T/>oh),and elck signifying resin in Arabic, 
and probably also in Phoenician. Amber was well known 
tot Homer, who mentions it three times in the Odyssey, as- 
fitted, in lieu of precious stones, in gold ornaments.* 

.Ajnongst other objects found with the three bodies of 
the third tomb, were a square leaf ornament, two golden 
bf&ast-pins, a golden flower on a silver stalk, many very 
small golden ornaments, a large number of beads of a trans- 
parent’ red stone from a necklace, a gold-plated brooch of 
bronze; seven ornaments of gold representing lions, of 
Which, however, only two are with heads; also, a golden 
ornament representing an ox attacked by two lions. I 
collected there a large quantity of small pieces of very thin 
beaten gold, with which the whole tomb, below and above 
the bodies, was strewn. 

With the three bodies of the third sepulchre were 
also found the gold goblet- (No. 317) and the gold box 
(No. 318). The goblet has only one handle, and its out- 
side is divided, by a band in relief of three stripes, into an 
upper and a lower compartment, and both are ornamented 
with repoussf work of fish, which are very faithful to 

* Olivas. XV. 460 

XpbffZOV opuov tXU'V, /U.6T« §’ ^Xturpouril’ *€pTO. 

“ bringing a gol<U:n necklace set with am her.” 

And XVII L. 296: 

tipfwv 3’ E itpV'U&xty iroXvSaiduAov dinin' tvcinev, 

Xpv<reor, ijXeKrpouriy ijeXiov &•>. 

“ Tie brought immediately to hairy rnach us an artistic golden necklace, set with 
amher like the snub 7 

■'%n both cases the plural agrees exactly with the sense of amber- 
beads set in a gold mounting. 

The third passage, Odvss . IV. 73 — 

Xpvffov r pXtKTpov re nal apyvpov rfi* i\e(pavro $ — 

occurs in the description of the palace of Menelaus ; and here the ye! I aw 
gold and amber seem placed in poetic parallelism with the white silver 
and nwy. 
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nature. Very curious is the gold box (No. 318), with 
a well-fitting lid, which was fastened on it with two gold 
wires, by means of four perforations, one wire being on 
either side of the lid, and one on either side of the rim 
of the box. A similar contrivance is found in tlic box 



Nos. 3(7, 31S. A Goblet and a Box of Gulfl. Sepulchre 111 . Stic 3 : 8, about. 


which Arete, wife of King Alcinoiis, fills with presents for 
Uluses, for she recommends to him: — ? 

a Look now thyself to the lid and lie quickly a knot on it, lest any 
one should rob thee on the way, when thou reposest again in sweet 
slumber, going in the black ship.”* 

Ilonier says in the verses immediately following:— 

“ But as soon as the much-enduring, divine Ulysses heard this, he 
forthwith fitted on the lid, and quickly put upon it a, manifold knot, 
which venerable. Circe had once prudently taught him.” t 

Otfyss, VIII. 443-445 ^ 

Autos vm> 7ru>/.ta, doevs S' fVt hjAov, 

firjTis r 01 k a(? 0601/ 0 77 A ■// it t tc? / , ri 7 r 7 r/>r’ tiv afire 
eudt;(T 0 a yAutcvr f'nrpoi % ioou fp pijt fxt Aa'unj. 

t lb, 446-448 : — 

A irrap Toy 1 &Kov(re TToAorAas S<V> s 'OSuciret <v, 

atniK ' «?7r tipTut ttw/acl, Oows S’ e'rri hetrfiuv X't)\tp .4^ 

voiKi.KoVy ov rtoTt (AH’ dedae (fatcai tkotvio. KifWTj. 

In Otf. II. 354, Tclemachus, pro] faring for his voyage to Sparta, bids 
l 11 ? nurse hurydea to till twelve amphoric with wine and lit them all 
with lids, but these would need to be very close-fitting for liquids*, (vf. 
B- 256) : 

&o)QtKa d’ euTrXrjo'ov , real itw/juutip &pooi> anapTus. 
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These passages can leave no doubt that chests and 
boxes with a similar contrivance were in general use in the 
time of Homer. They were also in general use at Troy, 
for I collected there hundreds of terra-cotta vases, f and 
also a box, which shows the same principle.* Similar 
terra-cotta vases are also t#*be seen in the small collection 
of prehistoric pottery in the French school at Athens. 
They were found in a prehistoric city on the island of 
Thera, below- a layer of pumice-stone and volcanic ashes,, 
60 ft. deep, thrown out by that great central volcano, 
which, in the opinion of competent geologists, must have 
sunk into the sea and disappeared about 1700—1800 r,.c. 

Chests and boxes 
fashioned in the same 
way, namely, with per- 
forations in the rim 
and in the lid through 
which they were fas- 
tened by tneaaMte'Of 
a string, must lave 
been in general use in 
M ycetvc, becau se al 1 
the gold vessels with 
lids found here show 
exactly the same con- 
trivance. The box 
before us has no orna- 
mentation. 

The beautiful glo- 

Golden Vast*, tv’th lid attached !<y a golden wire 0 

Sepulchre in. size 7.- to. bular gold vase (iSo. 

3 1 9) has a handle on 
h side and one on the mi, in which latter can be seen the 
golden wire by which it was attached to the vase through 

* See iny " 1 rov ;uul its RcnKuns; ]>. >86, No. 200, p. ^ro, Nos. 222 
and 223, and Plate XV 11. Nos. 243 and 244, 
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the' perforation in the rim. The only ornaments of this 
vase are the two rope-like hands in relief, with which its 
upper part is encircled. 1 also found with the three 
bodies of the third sepulchre the three gold vessels here 
engraved, all of which have holes in the rim anti in the 
lid,’ for -tying them together w$h a gold wire. No. 320 
has a small handle on either side, and a large one on the 
lid; it is decorated with curved lines in relief. The hand- 
some box (No. 321) has only a small handle on the lid, 
and no ornamentation. The beautiful vase (No. 322) lias 
a handle on each side, and a very large one on the lid. It 
has go ornamentation. There can be seen protruding 



irom it the long golden wire, by which the lid was bound 
to the rim of the vessel. All these and the former golden 
vases and boxes are of repousse work. I likewise found . 
in this tomb a plain silver vase with one handle. 

There were found on the eastern side of this sepulchre 
four boxes of copper-plate (see No. 323) all filled with 
wood, which is pretty well presorted, only the upper part 
of it beiijg partly charred by the funeral lire. Eacllw 
these boxes is 10 in. long, 5 in. high, and 4 i in. wide. 
r I he side plates ofghe boxes are soldered together, and 
-nowhere are nails visible except in the rim of the upper 
side, which is open, where we see twenty long copper nails 
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beaten in from the outside and projecting far on the 
inside; and the question naturally arises why they are 
there. I cannot explain their presence in any other way 
than ,, by supposing that |jpbre has been on this side a 
thick wooden plate,. which was fastened by the twenty nails, 
and which has been burned in the funeral fire. I con- 
jecture that these copper cases, filled with wood, served 
probably as head-pillows for the dead, and perhaps also for 
the living, because they are, at all events, not harder, and 



even a little softer, than the pillows of alabaster or marble 
jifotmd in the Egyptian tombs, of which several are in the 
British Museum. I at first supposed that the wood in the 
boxes might be sandal-wood, which might have served 
to perfume the sepulchre whilst the funeral pile was burning, 
I have given up this idea, considering that there would 
been no use in preserving the odoriferoj|| wood in 
the boxes and shutting it up in them with fhng nails ; 
besides that, for such a purpose more of it would have 
burned. But again, it may be that the sandal-wood has 
been imported from India in these small boxes. In the 
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present deteriorated state of the wood it is utterly im- 
possible to recognise the species of tree that it belongs to. 



No. 324. Vessel of Terra-cotta. Sepulchre HI. Si/e 7 ; .0. 


All these boxes were lying near. the heads of the dead, but 
none under any of them. 

TJpiere were also found 
wirhdthe three bodies of 
die third sepulchre the 
small hand-made vessel of 
terra-cotta (No. 324), 
which shows, on a light 
yellow dead colour, the 
following ornamentation of 
a dark red colour : three 
circular bands and a spiral 
line interlacing eight circles, 
each of which contains a 
palm-leaf; every two circles 
are further intersected by 
two large (Ktund spots. 

N°. 325 is of alabaster, Ku% 3 * 3, An au^tcr. sepulchre in. 
but looks as it it were of 
shell , it represents two hands joined together in juxta- 
position and forming a hollow; all the fingers are dis- 
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to 

too heavy to have Strived; asas$x>on or 

■V Iq the same 'tomb I fip^kl a second piece of splendidly 
polished rock-crystal; its form is mdfre than a hemisphere ; 
it has a perforation in the middle of the bottom, and 
another on each side. Its interior has paintings of a 
lively red colour. Its use is altogether inexplicable to me ; 
were it not for the paintings I should believe it to be the 
handle of a sceptre ; but as it is, it can never have served 
as such. 

There were found in Jhe same sepulchre an entire but 
quite plain silver vase, with one handle ; a broken silver 
vessel with a spiral ornamentation, and a broken plain silver 
goblet ; also a silver vase ornamented with a horizontal row 
of twelve golden stars of rejtoussi work, but unfortunately 
so much broken that it cannot be photographed. I may 
further mention a large bronze knife with a wooden handle. 

I also found in this third tomb the copper-plated 
mouthpiece of a large vase, which consists, according to 
Professor Landerer, of a composition of silver and lead ; 
the mouthpiece has probably only been plated with copper 
in order to plate this latter again with gold. Further, an 
alabaster cup, a fragmentary bronze vase, two very large 
copper vases with two handles, a large copper caldron 
(Xe/dfys), with two handles, and two others with three 
^handles. All these objects are similar to those found in the 
fourth tomb, of which the engravings will be given in 
the next, chapter. 

There were also found here a large mass of fragments 
<s& hand-made or very ancient wheel-made terr&^otta vases ; 

lastly, a long well-polished stone of nearljjjtoval form, 
which, in the opinion of Mr. Eustratiades, may nave served 
as a Weight to draw to a door. 



No, 3'j6. Golden Mask in the form of a Lion's Fiend, Sepulchre IV, Sire y',-,, about. 


CHAPTER VIII, 

Tin: Fourth Tomb in the Acropolis of Mycenvl. 

Further search within the Agora, without the guide of tombstones — 
Discovery of an altar of Cyclopean masonry, over the centreaff the 
great Fourth Tomb , containing the bodies of five men, burnt where 
they lay, laden with jewels, and covered with a layer of white day — 
Objects found-— Copper caldrons, one containing 100 gold-plate^ 
buttons with intaglio work — Homeric mention of caldrons — A silver 
cow’s head with gold horns and a gold sun on its forehead : it repre- 
sents Ilera — Cow-heads with axes — Swords and lances of bronze — 
Cold-plated wooden sword sheaths and hilts with gold pins— Three 
masks of gold covering the faces of the bodies— A fourth mask, r^ore- 
sen tingji lion’s head — Two seal-rings and a bracelet, with oruamBf 
— Th$|jpate of art corresponds with that described in Ilonter— 
Golden breastplates on two of the bodies — Golden crown by the 
head of another — Golden ornament of the greaves — • Borax used 
then, as now, for soldering gold — More than one S«Ttt9 dfltfHKVirtW.OVy 

and other vessels of gold and silver i The large gfojUJ goblet, with 

doves on the two handles, like Nestor’s cup in the Iliad — Two- 


P 2 
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;py — Orna- 
g.. objects 


IPS I ^Hyn 

5®fT tomb, of rock " cl e n 

some seemingly for children ;^aisb sa 
or “ belle Helene,” other ornaments of • gold^©^}|e 
battle-axes— -their use by the Greeks as a symbol, espd<fiii|y 
atTenedos — A funeral fork of copper — Vase-lids "'o? v T$pe 
PM Vessel of silver and lead in shape of an animal — Ibaitojfejbf 
v^ood, plated with gold, splendidly ornamented — Their patterns a$d 

workmanship - Hundreds of gold flowers, plain buttons, and other 

Ornaments of gold — Larger gold buttons splendidly ornamenteef^- 
: Leaves of gold strewn under, over, and around the bodies — Woodeh 
comb with gold handle — Gold models of temples — Many golden 
cuttle-fish - - Gold knobs for sword-hilts, highly ornamented -Arrow- 
heads of obsidian — Boars’ tee$h — Large copper vessels — Custom 
of placing such vessels in tombs — A copper tripod — Uses of 
■ tripods in Homer — Bronze swords, lances, and knives — Some 
swords with parts of their wooden sheaths, alabaster handle knobS, 
golden studs, &e. — Remnants of linen sheaths — Oyster-shells and 
unopened oysters — Broken pottery, indicative of a still existing 
'funeral.' custom -—The bones of the deceased — Alabaster vases — 
Hand-made and very ancient wheel-made pottery - - Fragments of 
a. characteristic form of goblet, both of terra-cotta and of gold — 
Another type of goblets Two whetstones — A handle of unique 
work, gold encrusted with rock crystal, “ Oavfxa 18 arfiai. 1 


Myccna?, December 6, 1876. 

Encouragkd by my success, I resolved upon excavating 
the-j^hole remaining space within the great parallel circle 
of slabs by which the Agora is enclosed, and my attention 
was particularly directed to the spot immediately west of 
;the sepulchre last excavated, although the site was marked 
by no tombstone. But, at marked variance with the colour 
of the soil elsewhere, I found here only black earth, which, 
at a depth of 1 5 ft., was already intermixed with nothing 

« : than hand-made and most ancient wheel-made pottery, 
wing that the site had not been disturb^ since a 
remote antiquity ; and this increased my hopes of making 
an interesting discovery. 

At a depth of 20 ft. below the former surface of the 
mount I Jmack an almost circular mass of Cyclopean 
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masonry, with, a .large found opening in the form of a 
well ; vwfts- 4 ft. high and measured 7 ft. from north to 
southl and 5 1 ft. from east to west.* I at once recognised 
ill this curious monument a primitive altar for funeral rites, 
and was strengthened in this belief by two slabs, in the 
form of tombstones, 2 ft. 9 in. long, and 1 ft. 6 in. broad, 
and a short column, which lay in a horizontal position 
below the altar, and which, in my opinion, must have once 
been erected on the spot to mark the site of a sepulchre. 
Fragments of beautiful hand-made or very archaic wheel- 
made pottery and knives of obsidian continued to be the 
only objects of human industry I met with. 

At last, at a depth of 264 ft., and at a distance of only 
4 ft. 7 in. front the tomb last described, I found a sepulchre, 
24 ft. long, and 1 8 A ft. broad, which had been cut. into 
the rock to the depth of 6 It. on its west side, to ft. on the 
north side, 8 ft. on the south side, and on the east side 
6| ft. deep, its bottom being 33 ft. below the former 
surface of the mount.f 

It deserves particular notice that the funeral altar 
marked precisely the centre of this tomb, and thus there 
can be no doubt that if had been erected in honour of 
those whose mortal remains reposed therein. All round rite 
four sides of the bottom of this tomb was, on a foundation 
of large common stones, a slanting wall, 7 ft. 8 in. high, of 
large pieces of schist, of irregular form, which had been 
joined with clay. This wall projected 4 ft., and thus 
considerably diminished the size of the sepulchre. As in 
all the other tombs, the bottom was covered with a layer 
of pebbles, on which, at about equal distances from each 
other, lay the bodies of live men ; three of them wage 
lying witth the head to the east, and the feet to the wesr; 

'* See Plan F for a ground plan, and view of this altar, and a section 
of die ground, the altar itself, and the fourth sepulchre. 

f See Plans B, l»B, C, and Hate Vf. * 
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the other two were lying with the head to the north and 
the feet to the south. The bodies had evidently been 
burned on the very spot on which each lay; this was 
shown, as well by the abundance of ashes on and around 
each corpse, as by the marks of the fire on the pebbles 
and on the wall of schist. The cremation of all the 
bodies on the layer of pebbles on the very bottom of 
this, as well as of all the other tombs, has been officially 
authenticated by the three government clerks, whom 
the Director-General of Antiquities at Athens, Professor 
Panagiotes Eustratiades, has sent here to assist me in 
guarding the treasures, as well as by the Professor of 
Archaeology, Phendikles, who remained here two weeks 
with me, and by the thousands of people who flock hither 
from all parts of the Argolid to see these wonders ; and, 
therefore, any one who doubfs the exactness of my state- 
ments as to the cremation is requested to apply to the 
said Director-General or to the Ministry of Public Instruc- 
tion at Athens. 

The five bodies of this Fourth Tomb were literally 
smothered in jewels, all of which — as in the other tombs — 
show unequivocal marks of the funeral fires. 

Here, as well as in the first and third tombs, 1 have 
noticed that, for a reason unknown to me, the burned 
bodies, with their golden ornaments, had been covered, 
after the cremation, with a layer (3 in. to 4 in. thick) of 
the same white clay which has been employed to join the 
pieces of schist of the slanting internal wall. On this 
layer of clay was* put the second layer of pebbles. Down 
to about one foot above the upper layer of pebbles, the 
work of excavation is not difficult, for we have merely 
ter’ direct our labourers to dig here or there. But from 
that point, we have to do the work ourselves ; the task 
is exceedingly difficult and painful to us, particularly in the 
present rainy weather, for we cannot dig otherwise than on 
our knees, and by cutting the earth and stones carefully 
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away with our knives, so as not to injure or lose any of the 
gold ornaments. 

Beginning the excavation of the lower strata of this 
tomb from the south side, I at once struck on five large 
copper vessels (Xe/S^rts, ‘caldrons’), in one of which were 
exactly one hundred very large and smaller buttons of 
wood, covered with plates of gold, with a splendid intaglio 
work of spirals and other ornamentation. Three of the 
copper vessels measure 14 to 20 in. in diameter each, and 
have two upright handles ; the fourth is of the same form, 
but has three handles; the fifth is a can, 1 ft. 9 in. high, 
with two handles, of which the one is nailed to the mouth- 
piece and the upper part of the body of the vessel, and the 
other to its lower part. These five copper vessels stood 
all upright, close to the southern interior wall. 

We find copper vessels (XeyS^res) continually referred 
to in the Iliad, together with tripods, as piizes in the games 
or as presents.* But they are generally referred to in the 
Odyssey as basins, in which the hands were washed at the 
sacrifice or before dinner.^ They were also vised for the 
foot-bath.J It deserves particular attention that three of 
the five copper vessels, and particularly the large can, show 
unequivocal marks of long use on the lire. It deserves 
particular attention that there is no soldering in any one 
of the large copper vessels found in this or any other of 
the Mycenean tombs ; these large vessels consist merely 
of copper plates, solidly joined together with innumerable 
small pins. All the handles are likewise attached with 
broadheaded nails. 

Close to the copper vessel with the gold buttons, I 
found a cow’s head of silver, with two long golden horns, 
which I represent in the engravings Nos. 327 and 3 2 EH 


* See for example 11 . IX. 123, 265, XXIII. 259 and 267, XXIV. 
233 ; Odyss. XIII. 13. 

f See 01. I. 137, III. 440. 


01. XIX. 386, 46 c). 
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No. 337. The Gow's Head of silver, with horns ol gold. Sepulchre IV. 

%: Size 7 : 20, about. 

(No IB.— -The slight difference of iff*: between and No. 328 is merely accidental, the 

•ngravings being by different hands.’. 
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It has a splendidly ornamented golden sun, of 2 ^ in. in 
diameter, on its forehead ; in the middle of the head is a 
round hole, which may have served for flowers. I here 
remind the reader that the Egyptian Apis is represented 
with a sun between its horns. 

The Myccnean goldsmith evidently did not understand 
the art of plating silver with gold, for, whenever he had to 
do it, -he first plated the silver with copper, and then plated 
the copper with gold. He has done so with this silver cow- 
head, whose mouth, eyes and ears he had to plate, and, 
therefore, he first plated them with copper and then plated 
the copper with gold. On the mouth the gold plating 
is very well preserved, but from the eyes and ears it has 
almost entirely disappeared. There can be no doubt that 
this cow-head was intended to represent the goddess Hera, 
the patron deity of Mycenae. 

There were also found here the two cowheads of very 
thin gold plate, Nos. 32,9 and 330, which have a double 



Nos. 359, 330. Two Golden Cow -heads with double axes. Actual sire. 


axe between the horns. I shall discuss hereafter the 
symbol of the double axe, which occurs repeatedly in these 
tombs. I would here call particular attention to the three 
cowheads with long horns, two of which are of gold, and 
one seemingly of silver, which figure among the offerings 
in the wall paintings of an Egyptian tomb in Thebes, con- 
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served in the British Museum ; the two of gold are 
brought by Asiatics on golden vases, whilst the silver cow- 
head is offered by Egyptians. I further call attention to 
Mr. G. A. Hoskins’s ‘ Travels in /Ethiopia,’ p. 330, where 
a copy is given of a wall painting of a tomb in Thebes, 
representing a grand procession, in which, among other 
presents, are rings and four cow heads with long horns, 
seemingly all of gold. 

. In further excavating from cast to west I struck a 
hpap of more than twenty bronze swords and many lances. 
Most of the former had had wooden sheaths and handles 
inlaid with wood, of which numerous remnants could be 
seen. Lying all along and in the heap of swords I found a 
large quantity of round plates of gold with beautiful in- 
taglio work, and remnants of flat round pieces of wood, 
which had once, in unbroken series, adorned both sides of 
die sword-sheaths. The largest plate was at the broad end 
of the sheath, the smallest at the opposite extremity. The 
wooden handles of the swords had likewise been orna- 
mented with large round plates, covered with rich intaglio 
work. The remaining space has been studded with gold 
pins, and gold nails can be seen in the large alabaster or 
wooden hilt-knobs of the swords. On and around the 
swords and the remnants of the sheaths could be seen a 
great quantity of fine gold-dust, which can leave no doubt 
that the handles and sheaths had also been gilded. 

Some of the lance-shafts seemed to be well preserved, 
but they crumbled away when exposed to the air. Unfor 
tunately the skulls of the five bodies were in such a state 
of decomposition that none of them covdd be saved ; the 
two bodies with the head to the north had the face covered 
with large masks of gold-plate in rude repousse work, one 
of which, unfortunately, has been so much injured in the 
funeral fire and by the heavy weight of the stones and 
debris, and, besides, the ashes stick so firmly to it, that 
it was impossible to get a good photograph of it. How- 
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ever, by looking at it for some minutes, one gets a 
tolerable idea of the features. It represents a large oval 
youthful face with a high forehead, a long Grecian nose, 
and a, small mouth with thin lips ; the eyes are shut, and 
the hairs of both eyelashes and eyebrows are well marked. 

Quite a different physiognomy is represented by: tlte 
second mask (No. 331), which shews a round face, WkH 



No. 331. -Mask .of Gold, found on the face of a body. Sepulchre I W Size 1 : 3, about. 

full’ cheeks arid a small forehead, with which the nose dues 
not range in a straight line, as on the other mask f the 
mouth is but small, and has thick lips; the eyes are 
shut, anti the eyelashes, as well as the eyebrows, which 
afe joined, are tolerably represented. 

A third mask of much thicker gold-plate was found 
covering the face of one of tin; three bodies which lay 
with the head to the east. 
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This mask, of which I give the engraving (No. 332), 
exhibits again a totally different physiognomy: the wrinkles 
to the right and left above the mouth, and the expression 
of the very large mouth with thin lips, can leave no doubt 



No n-.r, Gold Mask. Sepulture IV. Size 3 : 8, .about. 


that we have here the portrait of a man of more advanced 
age. The forehead is very large and so are the eyes, which 
are open and have neither lashes nor brows marked : 
the nose has been much pressed by the stones and is 
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out of shape. In this mask is preserved part of the skull 
of the man whose face it covered. 

The physiognomies represented by these three masks 
are so widely different from each other, and so altogether 
different from the ideal types of the statues of gods and 
heroes, that there cannot be the slightest doubt that^yery 
one of them represents the likeness of the deceased, \yhose 
face it covered. Had it not been so, all the masks would 
have represented the same ideal type. 

A fourth heavy golden mask was found at the head ^ of 
another of the three bodies which had their heads turned^ to 
the east. This object was bent double, and looked so little 
like a mask that I took it for a helmet, and described 
it as such in my letter published in the Times of the 27th 
December last ; but, having unbent it, I see that it has 
nothing of the shape of a cap and can only have been 
intended for a mask to cover the face of the body ; it 
had probably been accidentally removed in the process of 
Cremation. At first sight its engraving (No. 326, p. air) 
assembles more a jacket than anything else; but, on closer 
C^hunation, we find that it represents a lion’s head, whole 
ears and eyes are distinctly seen. Being of the purest 
gold, it is so soft that several pieces have been broken away, 
. jjjl| sfcf example, one From the vertex of the head, anoint 
^^^|:;the nose, a.. : third from the jaws, and a fouitit ^dnr 
to ■■ the 'left of the spectator; but : the|||^e 
b^^ved, and can easily be added by an able gold&mrh. 
But still, even in its present defective condition, the nose 
arid the large upper jaws of the lion are distinctly seen. 
To the right of the spectator we see in the rim two small 
round perforations, and there are similar perforations in 
the missing piece of the left side. They must certainly 
have been used to fasten the mask on another object. I 
call particular attention to the disproportionately small and 
but very rudely represented eyes and ears of the lion’s head. 

Neither in Homer nor in any of the later classics 
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do w€ find any allusion to the custom of burying the dead 
with masks representing their portrait, or with any masks at 
all. Masks of wood, which however represent but an 
ideal type and no portrait, are sometimes found in Egyptian 
tombs.* In a tomb near Kertch there was also found the 
mask of a woman, which may represent a portrait.f A 
brbnze mask was found at Nola.J 



11 

Nos, 333, A, B. Two Gold Signet Rings. Sepulchre IV, Actual size. 


I further found, with the three bodies whose heads were 
laid towards the cast, the two large golden signet rings 
(Nos. 334 and 335) and the large golden bracelet (No. 



Nos. 334, 335. Intaglios on the Signet Rings, Sepulchre IV. Actual size. 


336)* Nos, 333 a and b show the inverse side of the 
rings. The surfaces of both signets are slightly convex ; 
the one (No, 334) represents in very archaic intaglio a 
hunter with his charioteer in a chariot drawn by two 


* See Caylus, ‘ Recueil d’Antiquites/ I. 41, pi. XL 
t ‘ Antiquities du Bosphore Cimmdrien/ Blanche I. ; where also 
mention is made of a gold mask found at Olbia. 

t Tischbein, ‘ Recueil de Gravures/ II. 1 ; where also mention is made 
ot an iron mask from a sepulchre at Santa Agata dei Goti. 
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sfofohs, whose eight feet are in the air and in a . line 
parallel with the ground, to indicate the great speed with 
which they are dashing forward. Their bushy tails are 
uplifted, and are very natural, as are also their bodies, 
except the heads, which are more like camels’ than horses’ 
heads. There are no straps visible to attach the horses to 
the chariot, which is of a different shape from the chariots 
which we sec on the Mycenean sculptures, for here the 
sides are cut out in the form of a crescent and are consoli- 
dated by three projecting headings, which probably go 
round the chariot, at least on three sides. Bitt the wheel 
is exactly like those on the sculptures, for it. has only 
four spokes, which form a cross round the axle. 

The two men are naked, and wear merely a belt round 
the loins; their uncovered heads show thick but not long 
hair-;; both wear earrings ; their faces are much protruding, 
and are very archaic, particularly that of the charioteer, 
of whose body we see the full front view', though his 
is turned to the right: his shoulders °are fcio 
fofod and angular, and are disproportionate to the te^t 
of- thc body. The hunter, who appears to be much 
younger than his companion, leans over the chariot, 
folding in his left hand a how; with his right he has 
fofgfothe cord, and is just in the act of shooting , an 
at a stag with long horns, which is running beifo! 
chariot, and seems to turn its head back, ftifl t hf 
ah|jteh. It desetVes particular attention* thaf ‘ the'IMj^is 
represented, -in. the air, and that its hind-feet are oh the 
same leVel with the men in the chariot, while its fore-feet 
are much higher still. Otherwise the body of the stag 
is made true to nature. The object just before the horses’ 
feet is meant to represent the flat ground, though it looks 
rather like a tree on account of the curve of the ring. 
The object above the stag and above the archer is a mere 
ornament, and is perhaps intended to represent the clouds ; 
Mr. Newton thinks it represents mountains. 

Still more interesting is the battle-scene on the other 
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signet- ring (No. , 335) ; -where we see tour warriors,, yf 
whom, the one lias evidently vanquished the other three. 
One of the- latter, who is wounded, sits on the ground to 
the right of the victor, supporting himself with his hands. 
He has only a short helmet. {Kweij) on his head, and is 
otherwise completely naked. Ilis beard is well shown, and 
the Mycenean engraver, has taken great pains to represent 
the. anatomy of the body; though he is sitting and with 
his feet stretched sideways to the spectator, yet we see 
the full upper part of his body in front without any per- 
spective diminution. 

The second vanquished warrior seems also to he 
vvq.u, tided, for he is kneeling on one knee before the victor, 
whilst his other foot is stretched on the ground ; hut still he 
is lighting against his antagonist, wvhose breast he has seized 
with his left hand, endeavouring to stab him with the lung 
sword, which he holds in his right hand. I call particular 
attention to the large knob at the end of the sword-handle. 

The wounded man is not quite naked, because we 
distinctly see on him a pair of trousers, which, however, 
reach only down to the middle of the thighs. His head 
would, no doubt, have been quite well proportioned had 
not the artist forgotten to remove a small particle of gold ; 
by this a small white line is produced in the photograph 
which makes it appear as if there were only a helmet and 
no hcjld. If we imagine this small white line removed, we 
at once recognise the true proportions of the head, with its 
small helmet, which has an upper part (</>aA.os), but no 
X 6 (j)o<i or crest. Though this man is also kneeling sideways 
to the spectator, still we see his whole body in front without, 
any perspective diminution. 

The third warrior seems to have taken to flight ; we 
see only his head and his feet, the rest of his body 
being hidden by an enormous shield, of a peculiar form, 
which, if the man were standing upright, would cover Iris 
whole body from head to foot. We see a border all 
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^pund this shield,' and there Ick be also some 

ornament on it, which, liovvever, is difficult to distinguish. 
It is only owing to the curve of the ring that he. is not 
shown standing upright. This shield represents to us, no 
doubt, one of the large Homeric shields, "which were so 
enormous-^haf the poet compares them to towers : * 

“ Ajax approached ; before him, a.i a tower, 

His mighty shield he bore, seven-fold, brass-bound,. 

The work of Tychius, best artificer 

'that wrought in leather ; he in Ilvla dwelt.’’ 

Lord Derby. 

This warrior’s head is covered with a helmet, having', a 
broad border and a large <pdXo<; and attached to it the 
Xo<f>o$, from which a long and well-represented crest 
(unrovpts) is waving. He appears to have stopped in his 
flight, and, having turned his head, he is trying to thrust 
his long lance at the victor. This latter is of gigantic 
proportions, and has on his head a helmet similar to that 
of the other man with the tower-like shield ; only flu: 
crest is different, consisting here of three straps which 
may represent ostrich feathers. He appears to wear a 
broad belt, because four long straps are hanging down 
from his loins : his body is the best proportioned of all. 
He seizes with his left, hand the vanquished man before him, 
whilst with liis uplifted right hand lie deals him a deadly 
blow with a broad two-edged sword, on the handle of which 
we again see one of those very large knobs, of which we 
find here so many of alabaster or wood. The posture of 
the victqr Is perfectly faithful to nature ; he is stepping with 
his left fb.ot tbnVard and leaning on it the whole weight of 
his body, in order to strike a more powerful blow. Above 
the four warriors is an ornament in which Mr. Newton 

* Seejfevt*. 219: 

Afay S’ eyyvthv /JAflc-, (ptpoov aatc os yin* nvpyoi\ 

XaA KtoVy ^rrrafiintiov, o oi Tvx*«v Kaftt Teux^*’, 
itkvtotojjlccv r>x’ dpurrus^TAi) %vi o'tKiat. vaiow. 

also XI. 485 : XV M. 128. .... 
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niay be rightin scefhg 4 cu.lc repress,,™;,,,, of mm*#*. 

I may here add that both signet-rings are but very small 
and could 'only fit on ladies’ fingers. 

When l. brought to light these wonderful signets f 
invountarily exclaimed: “The author of the ‘ Ilia, r and 
the ‘Odyssey cannot but have been burned educated 
amidst a civilisation which was able to produce such works 
as these. Only a poet who had objects of art like these con- 
tinually before his eyes could compose those divine poems.” 
;.r- ’ ladstoIle kas aheady proved beyond any doubt m 
its celebrated ‘Homeric Synchronism’ that Homer was 



No. 336. A Bracelet of fioM. Sc-pulchrt IV. Actual „« 


an Achaian, and I am constantly bringing to light in the 

depths of Mycena: thousands of additional proofs that Ir- 
is perfectly right. , 

Highly interesting is also the very heavy, massive, 
golden bracelet, which I represent under No. 336. j n ' 
remarkable contrast with the size of thfr signelrings” it is 
so enormously large that it would fit on the loins of 
an ordinary man. It is ornamented with vertical strokes 
between two margins formed by two circular bands ; and 
further with a beautiful flower of gold, which is not 
soldered directly on the bracelet, but is fastened with a 
silver pin to a plate of the same metal, and this latter is 
soldered on the ring. The silver plate, part of which is 
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hrojven, off $11 round, appears four 
f 1 o\v6f s(. aft cl titer e>are signs of its having d^^|^fii(|^with 
copper, which has no doubt been plafedi' ;;; ^^v ( ^ot(l ; 
because, as l have before stated, the Mycen^p gotdiniths 
did not know the art of plating silver with gold. 

Thp twcp&pdies which are turned with the head to the 
east, whose faces were covered with gold masks, had also 
the. breasts covered with large golden breast- plates. The 
one is of massive gold, but Without any ornamentation ; 
the other is of a much thinner gold plate, and decorated 
with a repousst work of two borders of small circles, within 
which are five rows of shield-like ornaments with concen- 
tric circles. This latter breast-cover has, at each hf its 
extremities, a hole for fastening it to the body. Close to 
the head of another body, I found the beautiful golden 
crown (crre/tfia. No, 337), but it must be distinctly under- 
stood that it is represented here head downward, because to 
that side which is shown here as the lower, were attached, 
with very -small pins, of : which six can be seen, a ; nixnifeer of 
1 eaves, a- few • of which still remain ; and if/ therefor!?, the 
crown had been put round the head as it is shtWif bere, 
the leaves would have hung over the eyes, which can never 
have, been the case.* Thus, this crown had on its upper 
sici^he leaves, and on its lower a small border with small 
oblique strokes, the intervening space being filled up in the 
middle. with three rosettes, intersected bv vertical rows of 
very small shield-like circles, and at both etuis with similar 
circles pr with larger ones. Art each extremity, there is 
a very shi^ll ipeffhfation, through which the crown was 
fastened by. means of a thin gold wire. This crown resem- 
bles the one already shown (see No. 281), but its orna- 
mentatipU/is much lcss sumptuous. 

5 *' This,,explanat.ion is rendered necessary by the waydn which the 

photograph was taken. To invert the position would require complete 
recomposition of the light and shadows ; and this has been done by our 
artist in the case of No. 28 1, am, account Uf the importance of the object. 
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; "No. 33&- . 

A ] hiinnlv Thlgh*bon«, with a gold ornament of the 
. g'tvuv.cix stiU att&cKeiJ lo-if.* 

.. SopulchVC’IV. Size x ; 4. abohh 


No.' 338 represents 
the thigh-bone of one 
of the bodies of this se- 
pulchre, around which 
was still attached the 
golden band, which 
served both for fasten- 
ing and ornamenting 
the greav e ( *007/09 ) . 
The band consists of 
two parts, the lower 
horizontal and the up- 
per vertical; the for- 
mer being attached by 
a fine gold wire, the 
latter by means of the 
ring which we see at its 
extremity and which 
must hav e been fastened 
to a button fixed to t he 
short trousers, of which 
we have seen a speci- 
men on the ring (No. 
335). We have already 
seen* that the greaves 
were attached above 
the knee, and the exist- 
ence of this '.'grea ve- 
il older on the thigj§jjs 
bone can leave no 
doubt that such was 
the general custom. 


The lower band is decorated all round with an imitation 
of leaves, and in front with two rosettes. On the upper 


* See No. 213, p. 133. 
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band we see soldered a smaller and thicker one, with the 
unmistakeable intention to give it more substance. 

While speaking of soldering, I may mention that Pro- 
fessor Landerer informs me that: the M veenean goldsmiths 
soldered gold with the help of borax (borate of soda), which 
is still used at the present day for the same purpose. He 
adds that lie was lucky enough to discover this salt on the 
border of an ancient false medal from /Egina; that it was 
called in antiquity xpvcrot <o\\a (“ gold cement ”), and that 
it was imported from Persia and India under the name 
of Ba a nu-Pou nxa - 1 inkal. In the Middle Ages, it was 
imported 'by the Venetians from Persia to Venice, where 
it w'as purified and exported under the denomination of 
Borax Vcnctus. 

There were further found with the five bodies of this 
sepulchre nine vessels of gold ; the first (No. 339) being a 



No. 339. , A Golden Gobi ci with two handles. (6tirh.« d/cf/nKibuAAoi',. Sepulchre IV, 
' Size 5 : 8 about. > 


large massive golden goblet with two handles, and, there- 
fore, an Homeric SeVas ai±<}>uajTTek\ov ; it has no ornamenta- 
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tion. r J lie two golden goblets, one of which is shown 
(No. 340)? are, as Professor A. Rousopoulos observed to 



No. 3|o. Golden Goblet with one handle. Sepulchre I V. Sire s' : 6, about. 

me, of the pattern called in Greek avXaKwrd (“furrowed "), 
each of them being encircled by nine parallel furrows ; 



No. <41. 

A Golden Wine-Flagon ( ouoydi;) . 

Size 7 : 10. 


each has only one handle. 
Another gold vessel (No. 
340 found in this sepul- 
chre, is a beautiful osnocho't\ 
with a large handle, ‘and 
decorated in refioussd work, 
with three parallel horizon- 
tal rows of spirals, united 
with each other and form- 
ing an interwoven orna- 
mentation, which fills the 
whole body of the flagpp 
with a net-work, and wlmin^ 
as Dr. Schlie remarked to 
me regarding the perfectly 
similar spiral net-work on 
the sep u 1 ch ral t sfcld (No. 
140)* is in principle the 


* See p. 81. 
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same as the filling up .with frets or spirals combined 
horizontally and vertically. The foot of the wnackoi 
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Further, a plain massive gold«n goblet of a new shape 
(No. 343) having one handle, which, like all the other 
handles, is fastened to the vessel with gold nails with broad 
convex heads, which can be seen on. the inner side of 
the rim. If we take away the handle, this goblet resem- 
bles our present water-glasses, but its cup is larger and its 
foot smaller. 

I would here call very particular attention to the fact that 
this golden goblet more or less exactly represents the form 
of all the goblets of terra-cotta found at Mycenae (see No. 
83, p. 70, and Nos. 84 and 88 on p. 71). It further deserves 
special notice that, as before stated, the British Museum 
contains, of perfectly the same shape, fourteen terra-cotta 



troy. Sepulchre- IV , 11. df. size. 

goblets found in the tomb >f Ialysus. It is also worthy of 
particular notice that exactly the same form of goblet was 
found by me at Troy (Hissarlik), in a depth of 50,feet, in 
the most ancient of the four prehistoric cities.* 

* See my ‘Atlas des Anlicjuitcs Troyennes,’ Plate 105, No. 2311. 
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But the most remarkable of the vessels deposited in rids 
sepulchre is an enormous massive golden goblet with two 
handles — SeVas afufnKxmdkXov - - -weighing four pounds troy 
(No. 344).* It is., one .of the most splendid jewels of 
the Mycenean treasure ; but, unfortunately, it has been 
crumpled up by the ponderous weight of the stones 
and debris , and its body has been compressed upon the 
foot, so. that the spectator cannot fully realise from the 
engraving the magnificence of this royal cup. Anv gold- 
smith might easily restore it to its former shape, but I 
think it would be far better to leave it as it is, because 
it has thus a far higher value to science; and, a - a general 
rule, I may remark that the less ancient jewels of gold 
are touched and handled, the better, because their great 

value lies in the tarnish of antiquity -the “ patina - 

which no human hand can imitate, and which, when once 
lost, can never be restored. . 5 

The body of this costly goblet is encircled by a row of 
fourteen splendid rosettes, between an upper band of three 
lirtys, and a lower one of two ; the foot, by a band of large 
protruding globular points. Not only the flat sides of the 
hait|pes, but even their edges, are ornamented. Here (ilso 
may be seen the heads of the golden pins with which the 
handles are attached to the rim and body. A 

“ , 'Nb. 345 (p. 236) represents a plain, large, massive golden 
goblet, with one handle, of which the side turned to the 
spectator is much crumpled and compressed; it has no 
jfjher ornament than a thick, protruding band,' by which 
pie body is encircled. 

The splendid massive golden goblet (No. 346, p. 237) 
is also defaced, having been pressed over to the left side of 
the spectator. It has two horizontal handles, each formed 

by thick plates, which are joined by a small cylinder. The 

% 

* 'L'lie photograph was unfortunately taken in such a position as to 
show only one of the two handles. 
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lower plate of each of these handles is attached to the large 
round foot by a long broad thick gold band, whose Tipper 
part is embellished with a long opening, the upper end 
of which is pointed, the lower beijjp rojmp. The lower part 
of the band is, for a like purpose, cut out into three straps, 
which join again on the foot of the goblet, where the band 
is fastened with two golden pins, with broad flat round 
heads, which can be seen in the engraving. On each upper 
plate of the two handles is soldered a beautiful little golden 



No 345. Gold Cup with one handle. Sepulchre IV. Size n . w, about. 


pigeon, apparently of cast-work, with the beak turned 
towards the goblet, so that the two pigeons arc looking a| 
each other. This goblet vividly reminds us of Nest? 
cup.* 


* //. XL 632-635 

Trap St 5 c-iras irepi#raAA.ey, o o^KoBtv b •ytpeudy, 

Xf ,V(r *t° ls fykourt Ttdrapfiti'ov ' attar a & avrov 
r trrrrap’ fcavj ftoial ireAtidSts ajmpl v kh-aarov 
Xpviretat vip. sQovro' 5ua> S’ \mb nv&p.fV€S i\aav. 

“She placed beside them a splendid goblet, which the old man had brought with 
him iiorn home; it was studded with golden pins; it hiul four handles, on each 
of which pecked two golden pigeons ; the goblet had two bottoms.” 
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^lomer’s description of this Nestorian goblet fully 
answfe^td the vase before us, except that the former is 
much larger ami has four handles, each with two pigeons, 
instead 6f ; only two handles, each with but one pigeon, 
as .pur engraving JlSws. ^fhe Nestorian goblet had two 
bottoms, and so has our goblet, because it is impossible 
to understand by “two bottoms” anything else than the 
bottom of the goblet and the bottom of its foot. The 
usual explanation of the Nestorian goblet, as having an 



Goltfeft Ohlitet ‘ afx^iKvntXXov) tVith two doves on the handles. Sepulchre TV: 


upper and a lower cup (the form also attributed to all 
the Homeric <5eVa ajx<$>LKVTreWa), is altogether erroneous. 

Il^goblct of such a shape would have only one bottom 
#hmon to its two cups, and it could not, therefore, answer 
tile requirements of the Homeric description. Further, as 
stfefe-a double goblet could at all events be filled only on 
one side at a time, there would be no raison d'etre for 
the twpicups in opposite directions. Besides, whenever a 
goblet with wine is presented by one person to another, 
Homer clearly always means it to be understood that it 
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is a SeVas dfj.<f>i,KV7T€\Xoi>, namely, that it is double-handled, 
and that, being presented with the one handle, it is received 
by the other. I may mention, besides, that no goblet with 
an upper and a lower cup lias ever yet been fotthd, while 
I found twenty differently-shaped goblets with two handles 
at Troy, and a large number of double-handled goblets at 
Mycenae, all of which can be nothing else than Sorct 
dfJirfnKVTreWa' 

Athenaeus* lays great weight on the explanation of 
the Nestorian goblet, as given by a certain Apelles, who 
maintained that it was nothing else than a goblet with 
a foot, on two sides of which latter were soldered two 
bands (of metal), which had a common base, and stood 
vertically not far from each other. These bands reached to 
above the mouth of the goblet, and were bent over and 
joined again in one sole piece, which was soldered to the rim. 
Apelles maintained that by the four handles of the Nes- 
torian goblet, Homer could mean, nothing else than these 
handles, which were properly but two, but were called four, 
in consequence of being divided. Thus, as there were only 
two pigeons at the juncture of each of those two metal 
bands, the Nestorian goblet had in all only four pigeons. 
This explanation of Apelles very nearly' answers to the 
shape of the goblet before us. : F.f 

I would also suggest that the shape of the Nestorian 
goblet may be imagined as perfectly similar to the goblet 
before us, because this really has four handles ; namely, 
the two horizontal ones, on which the pigeons lie, and the 
two lo\ver ones which are produced by the thick vertic^ 
straps, which join* them at the foot. If so, the ortly 
difference would be that Nestor’s goblet had one more 
pigeon on each of these double handles. But the question 
is what that goblet was made of. Probably it was of wood 
and studded with gold nails; because, if it had been #f gold 
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or some other metal, it is difficult to suppose that it could 
have been studded with gold nails. 

I further picked- up in this tomb the beautiful large 
golden goblet represented by No. 347. It has a broad 



•V ‘ No. 347. A large Gold Cup. Sepulchre IV. Size 4 : 5. 

•jfetndley-, which is attached to the rim and body by three 
with large Hat heads. The outside of the" goblet 
divided by vertical lines into seven compartments, in 
each of which is represented, in magnificent repousse' 
work, a flower which fills the whole space between the rim 
and the bottom. I found in this tomb still another large 
goldejj goblet with splendid repousse < ornamentation, but, by 
a mistake quite inexplicable, it has not been photographed. 

With the five bodies of the fourth tomb was further 





the goblet by four gold nails having large round flat heads. 
J. he piece of metal, which we see on the body of the vessel, 
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was accidentally soldered to it by the tire of the funeral 
pile, and does not belong to it. The whole body was 
plated with copper, ami. this plating was again plated with 
gold, and th&gold was covered with a splendid ornamenta- 
tion of intaglio work, which seems to be very well pre- 
served, 'but* -'only • very little *of it can be seen, on account 
of the dirt, with which the goblet is covered. Mr. A. 
Posfolacqis reminds me that the spiral, band, of' which a 
small part is visible in the engraving, is also found on the 
medals of Tarcntum, and represents there the waves of 
the sea. 



Nos. iso, 35 x. Objects of Egyptian Porcelain, of unknown use. Sepulchre 1 V. Size 2 : 5. 


There were further found in the same tomb three hand- 
made terra-cotta vases with two handles, one of which is 
represented (No. 349) ; this form is very common in Troy, 
but it is very often set on three small feet.* 

* See ‘ Troy and its Remains/ p. 87, No. 53, and p. 16 9, No. 192. 

K 
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I also found the two objects (Nos. 350 and 351) which 
Mr. Newton holds to be of Egyptian porcelain; their use 
is altogether unknown to me. The smaller piece has an 
ornamentation of white and black parallel lilies ; the other 
has, on a dead green ground, parallel bands of four white 
lines, which cross each other so as to form a number of 
small squares. The lower part of No. 331 has an impressed 
ornamentation, representing tassels painted black, in each of 
which we see a noose perfectly similar in form to the two 



No. jyi. Alabaster model of a sort of scaif tied in a noose. Sepulchre TV. She 2 : 3, about. 


objects of alabaster (see No. 352), which, as the three 
perforations in each of them show, have been nailed on 
something else. These latter also have, on a light-green 
dead ground, an ornamentation, now nearly obliterated, of 
parallel bands of two white lines, which cross each other at 
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right angles and form small squares. At the lower end of 
the front piece of both are represented tassels in very low 
relief, which are painted black. Both these objects can be 
nothing els& than ornaments, but the question is how they 
have been used as such. 



No. J5 j- A Silver Flagon Sepulchre IV, Nearly hall’ A/e. 


The silver flagon, or tcnocho'd (No. 353), has a long 
vertical handle and a beautiful form, but no ornamenta- 
tion, at least none that is visible ; but there may be some 
in reponssd below the dirt wit h which the vessel is covered. 
There were further found three shoulder-belts (reXa/moWs) 
of gold, of which I represent one. Of the other two, the 
one is a broad but thin band, without any ornamentation, 
and it appears to have been expressly made for the funeral, 
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for it is not solid enough to have been used by living men ; 
its length is 4* ft., its breadth is 2 in. to, 2^ in. 

• The golden shoulder-belt here shown (No. 354) is 
much thicker and more solid; it is 4 ft. in. long and 
1 1 in. broad, and has on either side a small border pro- 
duced by the turning down of the gold plate, and is orna- 
mented with an uninterrupted row of rosettes. At one 
extremity are two apertures in the form of keyholes, which 
served to fasten the clasp which was attached to the other 



No. 3 vj. Gold Model of a .shoulder belt (uAa.uuV). Sepulchre IV. Si/e 3: 16, about. 


extremity, as is shown by two small cuts and a small hole. 
The third golden shoulder-belt presents exactly the same 
model and ornamentation, as well as the same keyhole-like 
apertures at one end, and cuts where the clasps were 
fastened at the other extremity ; only tins one has suffered 
much from the fire, and therefore the ornamentation is less 
distinct. There were further found in the same tomb 
fourteen objects of very pure rock crystal, but their use is* 
unknown; also a thin disc of alabaster, which must have 
been the bottom of a vase. 


% 
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At the left side of the head of the middle body of the 
three which lay with the heads turned to the east, T found 
a heap of more than 400 large and small heads of amber, 
of which I represent eight (No. 355). About thet%ame 
number of similar amber beads were found with one of t he 
bodies the head of which lay to the north. All these amber 
beads had, no doubt, been strung on thread in the form of 
necklaces, and their presence in the tombs among such 



large treasures of golden ornaments seems to prove that 
amber was very precious and was considered as a mag- 
nificent ornament in the time of the early Mycenean kings. 

Among the finest objects found in this tomb were a vase 
and three handles of alabaster, which are put together in 
the engraving (No. 356). Each of the handles has two or 
three perforations by which they were attached to the vase, 
on which similar perforations are found. But, judging by 
the smallness of the perforations, which are only large 
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enough for slight pins, the fragility of the elaborate handles, 
and the heaviness of the vase itself, we become convinced 
that it can never have been used for anything else than an 
ornaflknt, and that it can never even have been lifted up 
by the handles. 

There were further found four golden diadems, two 



large and two small ones, similar to those already repre- 
sented.* The larger one is 1 ft. 8* in. long and 4 in. 
• broad in the middle. Between two borders of zigzag lines 
it has an ornamentation of shield-like double circles in 
reponssS work, the space between them being on either 

* See Nos. 282, 283, 284, pp. 186, 188. 
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side filled up by small circles of the same pattern, whilst 
both extremities are covered with a beautiful spiral orna- 
mentation. At the one end is a pin (e/x/ 3 o\ ov) and at the 
other a small tube (auXt/cr/cos), by which the diaderrtdHas 
fastened round the head. The smaller diadems are only 
1 ft. 5^ in. long, and 2* in. broad in the middle, and appear 
to have adorned a child’s forehead. Their ornamentation 
in rcpQt&sc work is most varied and curious. Between two 
borders, each of two lines, we see in the middle a circle 
surrounded by thirteen small ones, on either side of which 
follow two vertical bands filled with small horizontal 
strokes ; next a vertical row of three circles, and again two 
vertical bands filled with horizontal strokes; after that a 
vertical band of spirals, and two concentric circles, sur- 
rounded by smaller ones of the same shape ; then again 
a vertical band filled with horizontal strokes; and, lastly, 
two vertical bands of concentric circles, between which a 
horizontal band with oblique strokes goes to the extremity. 
Only one end, with a perforation, is preserved. The other 
end, probably, was similarly fashioned, and the diadem 
was fastened with a fine gold wire round the child’s head. 
No body of a child was found, but the number of small 
ornaments which would only fit a child lead me to think, 
that there has been one, or even more than one, in this 
sepulchre. None of these diadems were piped. 

There were further found two golden diadems which, 
like the former, are of thin gold plate, but neither of 
them is piped. Both are so small that they could only 
fit round the heads of children ; one is x ft. qi in., the 
other 1 ft. in., long. The former is ornamented, between 
tw'o borders of points, with five shield-like circles in the 
middle, of which three represent rosettes, the other two a 
wheel in motion. The remaining space to the right, and 
left is filled up with small shield-like circles, together with 
two larger ones representing again a wheel in motion, and 
with spirals. The other diadem has, between two borders 
of concentric circles, in the middle a shield-like circle 
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representing a wheel in mo- 
tion, and to the right and 
left, a similar circle repre- 
senting rosettes. Above the 
second circle from the rfiiddle 
one, to the fight of the spec- 
tator, is represented a bird. 
The remaining space is tilled 
up with a beautiful and very 
symmetrical ornamentation 
of spirals, with two shield-like 
circles representing wheels 
in motion, and again with 
spirals or concentric circles. 
Both these diadems have at 
each end a tine -wire for 
fastening them round the 
head. 

Nos. 357 and 358 repre - 
sent from the same sepulchre 
a small beautifully - orna- 
mented golden belt and a 
golden “ belle Helene," that 
is, a fillet or frontier. Both 
are of strong plate, but so 
short that they also seem to 
have been used as ornaments 
for a child. The belt is orna- 
mented with seven shield- 
1 ike ci r cles, re p resent! n g 
wheels in motion ; it lias at 
either end a perforation for 
fastening it; with fine wires. 

The “ belle Ilclene " is 
ornamented with * rosettes 
and crosses of repousse 
work ; it has two perforations 
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in the rim, a little way from either end, from one of which 
is still hanging the fragment of a very line chain (a), 
and a similar one has, no doubt, been suspended the 
other perforation.* Both the chains must have been much 
longer, and ornaments must have been attached to them, 
as to the Trojan diadems, f which Mr. Gladstone is right 
in identifying with the Homeric “7 rXcKral avahdapai." 
Attached to each extremity of this frontlet is a fine golden 
\yire for fastening it round the head. 1 also picked up in 
this tomb a small golden belt-ornament, a golden greave- 
ornamcnt, two golden ribbons, and two golden leaves, all 
with an ornamentation in repousse’ work, such as we have 
repeatedly passed in review, and therefore 1 do not give 
the engravings of them here. 

, There were further found with the five bodies of the 
fourth sepulchre the following objects of gold: the 
richly-ornamented ribbon (No. 359), having at either ex- 
tremity five perforations for nailing or sewing it to some 
other object. The decoration forms two compartments, 
one of which is divided by a multitude of vertical lines 
into a number of smaller and larger fields. Three of these 
show a waving line, having on either side small strokes which 
give it the appearance of a feather. In the other com- 
partment, between two borders, each composed of three or 
four horizontal lines, are two rows of beautiful spirals and 
two straps ornamented with small oblique strokes. The 
two objects, Nos. 360 and 361, are heavy massive golden 
pins, which may equally well have served as breasl -pitis; or 
as hair-pins, because Homer’s countrymen, the Achreans, 
wore very long hair, and wore therefore called KaprjKo- 
yxoio/'Tts ’Avouch by the poet. The heads of both these 
broodies hav e almost the shape of helmets, and each, of 

* The Cut has to be viewed with the outer edge of the page 
downwards. 

t See ‘ Troy and its Remains/ p. 335/ Pi ate XIX. 
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them has a vertical perforation, which may have been used 
for putting in an additional ornament, or peihaps a 
flower* Both these brooches appear to be much worn. 
Much thinner is the third golden pin (No. 362), which 


V' r 



Various ornaments of Gold Sepulchre IV. Actual size, 


is ornamented with an admirably-represented ram with 
long horns. 

The rings (Nos. 363 and 364) are also of gold; the 
former, which is massive and has no ornamentation, seems 
to have been a finger-ring ; the latter is a small ornamented 
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ribbon, which was turned round and fastened in the form 
of a ring, and may have been used as an earring, similar to 
which there were found two. 

No. 365 is a lion’s cub ; it is of massive gold, very 
heavy, and I share Mr. Newton’s opinion that it is cast and 
tooled. 

The golden cylinder (No. 366) belonged no doubt, 
to the wooden handle of a sword or sceptre, because we see 
all along its middle part the row of pin-holes, and even 



No. 366. Highly decorated Guide' n Cylinder, probably the bundle ul a sword or sceptre. 

Scpuledirc IV'. Size 4 : 5. 

four flat heads of pins, and in the centre the head of a 
very large pin, by which it was attached. It is ornamented 
at both ends with a broad border of wave-lines, and the 
whole remaining space is filled with interwoven spirals, all 
in magnificent intaglio work. 

There was also found an ornament consisting of three 
double leaves of gold, which are soldered together in the 
middle, representing a magnificent star, ornamented all 
over with shield-like concentric circles of repousse work. 
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Tlie .primitive artist has not forgotten to, ornament the 
borders with small strokes, no doubt with the intention 
of making the leaves still more conspicuous. There were 
found two other stars, each of two double leaves of gold, 
which are soldered together in the middle, and, as tlx# 
perforation shows, were fastened by a pin on some other 
object. The leaves of both stars are ornamented with 
a repousst work of shield-like concentric circles, inter- 
spersed with pear-like designs ; the borders of the leaves 
are also ornamented with small strokes. In what manner 
all these stars have been used as orhaments, it is difficult, 
to say. 

I further found with the five bodies of this tomb two 
small rings (see No. 367), which have an impressed ornamen- 
tation of small circles. There were further found two small 
double-headed battle-axes, of thin gold plate (No. 368). 
Of tire handle of the one shown, only part remains ; that of 
the other is almost entirely gone. Double- headed battle- 
axes of precisely the same form are seen on all the medals 
of the island of Tenedos ; we see them also on some of 
the gold ornaments from Mycenae, on a lentoid gem from 
the great Heramm, which will be passed in review in the 
subsequent pages, and between the horns of the two small 
cow-heads on gold-leaf found in this sepulchre.* Mr. 
Postolaccas calls my attention to the passage in Plutarch : f 
“But the Tenedians have taken the axe from the crab^f 
which are with them abundant about the so-called 
As terion, because it appears that the crabs alone have the 
figure df the axe in their shell.” The same friend remind 
me, besides, that the double battle-axe is the symbol of the 
Labrandian Jove, who was worshipped in Labranda, and it. 
is represented on the medals of the ancient kings of Caria, 
as on those of MaussolJus^ (353 a.c.), Idricus (344 b.c.), 

* See Nos. 329-330, ]>, 218. 

t De Pythiie Orqculis ; Op. Moral, ed. Didot, vol. i. p. 48S. 

, + This name is ahvavs IWaiWoAAos on the coins. 
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Pixodarus (336 b.c.) and Otlfbmtopatos (334 b.c.) I also 
find in Plutarch* that the axe, ireAeicus, was called in the 
Lydian language Xa ftpvs. 

V>7 3 fig 



Professor A. Rhousopoulos writes to me on this sub 
ject : “ I suppose the double-edged axe on the coins of 
“ lenedos to be a sacrificial or a warlike symbol. I believe 
“ tins from analogy with other coins of a superior class. 

* Qud'st. Once. ]>, 45, 
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“ There was a proverb in ancient Greece, Tet-eSto? TreXeKvs, 

“ ‘ Tenedian axe,’ for those who resolve questions in a 
“ harsh or in a rather short way. The Tenedian Apollo 
“ held in his hand the double axe, namely, that which is. 
“represented on the coins of Tenedos; but the interpret^:' 
“ tion of this symbol in antiquity was twofold. Some 
“regarded it. as the symbol of Tennes, others (and so 
‘ Aristotle) maintained that a certain king of Tenedos 
“ made a law, that he who surprised an adulterer and adul- 
“ teress had to kill both with an axe. Now, it happened 
“that his own son was surprised as an adulterer, and the 
“ father decreed that the boy should be punished according 
“ to the common law. In consequence of this event, the ' 
“ double axe was put on the medals of Tenedos, in memory 
“ of the prince’s tragic fate.” However, as to the significa- 
tion of this symbol in the remote antiquity to which the 
Mycenean tombs belong, I do not venture to express an 
opinion. 

The magnificent golden object (No. 369) resembles very 
.much the usual ornaments for fastening the greaves round 
the thigh, just above the knee ; but it cannot have served 
as such, the gold plate being by far too thick for that 
purpose; besides, this ornament is perfectly straight, and 
lias evidently never been bent. It must, therefore, be 
something else. As we see the object before us, it resetn-fe 
bles a man such as children draw; the ring above the heaoPP 
may represent a crown. The splendid ornament in repousse r 
work on the body we have seen, though less beautiful, it^ 
the border of the sepulchral stele (No. 24).* The legs 
show, between two narrow borders, rows of small signs 
resembling the letter keppa , which we see on all the 
Corinthian medals. 

There were further found three golden objects, of 
which I represent one under No. 370. I do not venture 

* See the Vignette to Chapter III., p. 52. 



1876-1 


FUNERAL FORK. 


-55 

to give an explanation of them ; they cannot have served 
as brooches, the pin at the foot being too short and fragile 
for that use. All three have a border all round, and in 
the middle a rosette formed by points. 

.;j§y' There were further found the two objects of copper 
inhere represented. For what purpose the first (No. 371) 
may have been used, it is difficult to say ; it has a quad- 
rangular hole, which cannot, however, have served to put 



Nos. 371, 372. Objects of Copper. Sepulchre TV. Size 1 : about. 


in a handle, because the copper-plate is not thick enough. 
^The second object is a large fork, with three curved 
prongs, and a tube into which the wooden handle was 
stuck ; this fork has evidently served to rake the fire of the 
funeral piles. 

, There were also found in this tomb the objects shown 
fn the following cut. Nos. 373 and 374 are of bone and 
have the same shape. Both have on one side a carved 
ornamentation of spirals, a border, and two or three con- 
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centric 'circles, and two perforations ; in the centre there, 
seems to have been a knob, which is broken off. On the 
reverse side, in the border, are three protruding cones rri 
the form of feet. I re present* in the engraving the u|)p|t 
end of one of these objects, and the reverse side of ,'fhl 
Qther. The use of them would be almost impossible to 



\ r lis . 1 O Ib.iie Lidv of Juts and a piece of an <Vi.ib.oter V'at-c. Sepulchre iV. Si/o 

explain had I not found similar ones, but of terra-cotta, art* 
with four feet of conical shape, in Troy, and one of them 
still in situ, as a lid on the mouth of a large can or jaf^ 
The two perforations served to fasten the lid with a string 
to the jars.* Four such vase-lids of bone were found in 
this tomb. 


* See 4 Atlas des Antiquites Troyennes/ Plate 21, Nos. 583 arii^i 
584. This explains how the nurse Euryclea fastened on the lids of the 
amphora; for Tclemudnis. (Horn. OJyss. ii. 354) 


tica S’ f.fx'ir\r)<Tov< kcu Tru^iamr aptrov atravr as. 
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% No. 375 represents a fragment of an alabaster vase, 
||n which a beautiful ornamentation is carved, displaying, 
diet ween two parallel stripes, a row of spirals, and, below, 
ifrow of vertical llutings. 

pii a copper vessel in the south-eastern corner of this 
fee was found the animal represented under No. 
*6, which Professor Landerer has found to consist of a 




ire of two-thirds silver and one-third lead. It is 
I8w, and seems to have served as a vase, the mouth- 
piece, in the form of a funnel, being on the hack. The 
vvM>lc body of the animal is very coarse and heavy, parti- 
cularly the feet, which resemble t lie feet of a buffalo, but 


the head resembles a cow’s-head. As, however, the head is 
crowned with two stag-horns, of which one is preserved, 
there can be no doubt that the artist intended 'to represent 
:^ ; |(Pag. He may be excused for having made the animal 
^0 coarse, because had he given exactly the form of a 
^tag, the vase he intended to make would have been too 
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fragile. Vases of terra-cotta in the form of animals were 
frequent at Troy.* 

There were further found with the five bodies of the 
fourth sepulchre twelve buttons of wood, in the form of 
crosses, (dated with gold, which present a most magnifi- 
cent ornamentation of intaglio and reponssf work (see Nos. 

3 77-3 8 6). f The largest of them (No. 377) is a little 

more than 3 h in. in length and is 2 f in. broad. The most 
curious thing is, that all the wooden buttons present exactly 
the same beautiful ornamentation as the gold plate which 
co\ers them, as can be seen on the aforesaid large button 
in the place where part of the gold plate is missing. The 
question, therefore, naturally arises, in what manner this 
effect can have been produced. On mature reflection, we 
arrive at the conviction that it cannot possibly have been 
done in any other way than the following. The pieces 
ot wood were first shaped, and on them was carefully and 
artistically carved in low-relief all the ornamentation which 
we now see on the gold plate in rcfnmssc work. After 
that, the wooden buttons were covered with the gold plate, 
which, having been well attached on* the reverse side, was 
hammered on the buttons, and in this manner the low- 
relief ornamentation of the wood was reproduced in the 
gold plate. When this had been done, the intaglio work 
was made in the gold plate, which being very thin, all 
the cuts were at once impressed as deeply into the vvoq|| y 
as into the gold. J think thi$ : J$ the only way to explain " 
this wonderful work. 

# The form of all these cross buttons is that of a lozenge ; 
nine of them being ornamented at each acute, as well as 
at each obtuse angle, with two protruding globular pieces, 
each of which has four ..concentric circles in intaglio. 
Only two ot the cross buttons (Nos. 382 and 384) have 

See ‘Troy and its Remains/ pp. 160, 208, 209, 214, 352. 
t The two remaining ballons have similar 'patterns. 
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on each acute angle three such protruding globular pieces, 
and one (No, 380) has three of them at all tour corners. 
The button (No. 378) has, in its interior lozenge, a broad 
border, adorned with thirty-two beautiful little crosses, each 
of which has a point in the centre, and within this bor- 
der, two spirals in the form of an Omega, which stand 
opposite each other, and are crowned with branches, 
apparently, of a date tree ; to the right and left, are small 
rosettes. On the large button (No. 377), the border of 
the interior lo/enge is filled all round with small circles 
in intaglio, and within we see in the middle a double circle, 
filled with a spiral ornamentation, likewise in intaglio, and 
on cadi side of the circle a spiral, in the form of an Omega, 
and some smaller spirals and signs, all in repousse work. 
No, 379 has simply a border of two lines, within which is 
a circle with a spiral ornamentation, and in each acute 
angle a spiral in the form of an Omega. On this button 
only tlie last-named spiral is rcpoitssP the rest is intaglio. 
Still more simple is the ornamentation of No. 381, in 
which the border consists also of two lines, and the 
internal space is filled by two signs in form of Omegas, 
and by four small flowers, which latter alone appear to be 
repoitsse, t lie rest intaglio work. The button (No. 380) 
has no border; the whole space is filled by concentric 

circles in intaglio, with only two or three small orna- 
te • " 

fhients in repouss 

On the other hand, Mn the button (No. 382) all the 
ornamentation is produced by repousse work ; even to the 
border line of the interior lozenge, within which we se% 
a circle filled with small ones, and above and below it a 

• si - . 

curious sign, which is very frequent on the Trojan whorls. 
On the large button (No. 383) we again see a border filled 
with twenty-eight crosses, and in the interior lozenge, in 
the middle, a double circle, a ffj^ with curved arms, in each 
of which, as well as in the centre, is a point to mark the 
nails by which the two pieces of wood for the production 
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of the sacred fire were fastened. The two acute angles are 
here again filled up with the same sign which we noticed 
on flic preceding figure. Hie border with the crosses is of 
repousst- work. : the circle, with the of intaglio. 

In the figure No. 384, the border of the interior lozenge 
is ornamented with horizontal strokes ; in the interior we 
see, in the middle, two spirals like Omegas, standing opposite 
each other, and in each acute angle a small ornament, 
perhaps a flower ; the lat ter and the border are here the only 
work-in repousse, the remainder being intaglio. The button 
(No. 386) has an identical ornamentation of two spirals which 
stand opposite each oilier, and resemble Omegas. Finally, 
the large button (No. 385) has a broad border filled with 
twenty-eight small circles in repousse work, and of the same 
work is also the small encircled cross in cacti acute angle, 
whilst the large circle with the ^ in the centre is of 
intaglio work. On the reverse side, the wood of all these 
twelve cross-like buttons is carved much like our shirt- 
studs, with the sole difference that the lower side is here 
of an oval form. Thus, there can be no doubt that all 
of them were used as ornaments on the clothes, but, of 
course, they can never have served as real buttons. All 
these buttons show unmistakeable marks oft the funeral 
lire, but as the wood has been preserved, there can be no 
doubt that the fire was not intended to reduce the bodies 
to ashes, or to destroy the orxifcmcnts with which they 
were laden. 

There were -further found with the five bodies of the 
fourth tomb 1 ro small golden flowers, in the shape of 
the four represented under Nos. 387-390, and 68 gold 
buttons without any ornamentation ' like Nos. 391 and 
342 : 134 round pieces of gold plate with a border, 
like Nos. 393 and 396; and 98 large shield-like pieces of 
gold plate in repoussf work, with two rope-like borders, 
like No. 402 (p. 264). Not one of these, 410 round pieces 
of gold plate shows any sign of having been fastened on 
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wooden buttons, and we conclude from this that they 
must have been merely attached with glue to the clothes 
and drapery of the deceased. 

In the same place were found r i 8 gold buttons with 
intaglio work of seventeen different types of ornamentation 
which are represented in the specimens shown under Nos. 
.593-401 and Nos. 403-413. All of them consist of gold 
plate, fastened either on wood buttons like our shirt-studs, 


.189 



Nos. 387-4^1- Pl.-itcs of Cold. Sc-pulduc IV. Aclu.il m/c. 

or merely on flat round pieces of wood ; but of a large part 
of them the wooden button lias disappeared, and only the 
gold plate remains. I need not describe the ornamen- 
tation of every one of these buttons, because the reader 
sees what they represent. 1 would here only call attention 
to the beautiful intaglio on the button, No. 397, which 
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represents four long broad knives, whose handles are pro- 
longed into spirals. 



Nos. 402-413. Hold Huttons. Sepulchre IV. Atftfjftl si/c. 

*4 ■ 

I further found there 130 large gold buttons with 
splendid intaglio work, some like Nos. 414-420*. which re- 
present beautiful stars, flowers, or crosses, and others like 
No. 4- 1 5 which has a beautiful spiral ornamentation. As 
with the smaller buttons, many of t hese 130 buttons have 
still retained their wooden button, shaped like a shirt-stud ; 
while many others have only flat pieces of wood, and of a 
great many others the wood has disappeared and the gold 
plate alone remains. 

Finally I found eight gold buttons of very large size, 
with beautiful intaglio work, of two^of which I give the 
engravings (Nos. 422, and 422/7). TMe former represents 
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a sun, in the centre of which is a beautiful fijy* trans- 
formed into spirals, without, however, losing the marks of 
nails with which it was fastened. The other represents also 
a sun with his rays, in the interior of which is the spiral 
ornamentation which we have so often passed in review. 

All these eight very large buttons have merely flat pieces 
of wood ; and, as I sometimes And rows of buttons so 
shaped, and which gradually diminish in sizo^lying along the 
swords, I feel certain that they were glued in uninterrupted 
rows to the wooden sheaths of these weapons, the largest 
button being fixed where the sword was broadest and the 
rest gradually diminishing in size according to the breadth 
of the sword-sheath.* It also deserves particular attention 
that, wherever the gold buttons have retained their pieces 
of wood, whether flat or shirt-stud-like, these wooden 
moulds have, without any exception, exactly the same 
intaglio ornamentation which we see on the gold plating ; 
and there can, therefore, be no doubt: whatever that all the 
intaglio work was made on the gold plate after it had been 
fastened on the wooden buttons, on which the intaglio 
made on the gold plate was reproduced by the pressure 
of the artist’s hand. 

The whole immense sepulchre was strewn with small 
gold leaves, of which I collected about 200 grammes, or 
more than half a pound troy. I found them in masses 
even below the bodies, and 1 have, therefore, no doubt 
that they were spread in the tomb before the funeral piles 
were dressed there. I also collected from this sepulchre 
two silver goblets, two silver bowls, ten silver vases, which 
latter are all broken, and finally three large silver vessels 
and a small one, which are plated with copper, and are 
very Hat. I presume, therefore, that they have been used 
as basins or as a kind of saucers for large silver vases. I 
further found a wooden comb, with a large curved golden 

See the engraving. No. 460, on p. ^03. 
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handle, which has evidently served for the. forehead, to hold 
back the hair. 

Perhaps the most curious objects of all are three small 
edifices of gold in repousse work, of which I represent one 



No. Model of a Temple, in ( hold. Sepulchre IV. Actual si/c. 


(No. 423). They are too small for dwelling-houses, and I 
suppose, therefore, that they were intended to represent small 
temples or sanctuaries. In this belief I am strengthened, 
alike by the four horns on the top, by the pigeons with 
uplifted wings which arc sitting at either side, and by 
the column with a capital, which is represented in every 
one of the three door-like niches. I call the reader's 
particular attention to the similarity of these columns to 
the column represented between the two lions above the 
Lions’ Gate. It is also deserving of special notice that 
the slanting lines to the right and left of the columns 
give to these niches a striking resemblance with the 
tombs and their slanting walls. Below the three niches we 
see distinctly indicated four courses of masonry of large 
wrought stones. Of capital interest is the tower-like upper 
part of the building, which appears to represent a wooden 
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structure, and cjjj||Tthe middle bf which are three curious 
signs resembling letters. J would remind the reader of 
the coins of Paphos, on which is represented a temple 
of Aphrodite, with a pigeon sitting on each gable-end. 

I also collected from the tomb not less than fifty- 
three golden cuttle-lish (sepias), of which I represent one 

a H their arms are 
likewise curved into 
spiral forms. It is 

No a ^ tv. difficult to say how 

Aunai *«<.-. these sepias may 

have been used as ornaments; probably they were fastened 
on clothes and drapery ; all appear to have been cast in 
the same mould, otherwise their perfect resemblance is 
inexplicable. 

There were further found two objects of thick gold 




No. .(v.p A t Tilth 


1 Ho].!. Sepulchre [V. 




Nos. p-g. The two haf\ cs of a whorl-shaped object .of; thick' GoM Plate. Sepulchre IV. 

Actual size. 

plate in the form of tops, each consisting of two halve. 1 
their use is altogether inexplicable to me. 





1 further found there ten golden plates, with beautiful 
intaglio ornamentation, intended to cover the wooden or 
alabaster knobs of sword - handles, of which I represent 
eight (Nos. 447-434). On No. 417 is represented a 



Xo. 4*0. Gold f.ovcr of Lite- Ku-.d. ot .1 ^u'onl ii.mdk-. Scpub in'.; ] V. A-. 1 .-4: m 
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lion; No. 428 is profusely covered with a magnificent 
intaglio ornamentation, and there is no space as large as a 
quarter of an inch vacant. In the centre we see a double 
circle containing the beautiful spiral which often occurs 4 
at Mycenae, but here represented with sextuple lines. 

Around this circle is another; the 



space between the two being filled 
up with miniature circles. Then 
follows a circle of a beautiful spiral 
ornamentation : after that, a circle 
filled with small separate spirals; 
then a border of three lines, and 
another circle with curious spirals; 
then again a circular band of three 
lines, and after that a broad circle 
;oldeti object (No. 429) evidently 
belongs to the upper part of the hilt. The golden plate 
(No. 430) has evidently also covered the knob of a sword- 
handle, and we see in it the round holes of the gold 


A : ... ' No. 429. 

Gold Cover of a Sword- hand]. 
Sepulchre IV. Actual size. 

of spirals. The 



No 430. Gold Cover of the Knob of a Sword-handle. Sepulchre IV, Actual size, 

nails with which it was fastened"; it is ornamented with 
intaglio work representing beautiful spirals. 

Not less sumptuous are the golden covers of sword- 
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i W'\ 

handle knobs (Nos. 431, 432), the former being ornamented 
in intaglio work with a -number of concentric circles and 
spirals; the latter also in intaglio work, with a border Of 
small beautiful spirals and several concentric circles, the 
innermost of which has a- border of spirals in the shape 
of fish, the internal space being filled with ornaments in 
the form of horse-shoes. In a similar way the two golden 



\os, 431-434. Gold Covers of the Knobs of Sword-handles. .Sepulchre IV. Actual size* 


, objects, Nos. 433 and 434, have served as covers of 
pword-handle knobs ; the former being ornamented with a 
dclduble band in the form of ropes, the latter with vertical 
i flutings. 

' There were further found in this tomb, in a heap 
together, thirty-five arrow-heads of obsidian, which Were 
probably mounted on wooden shafts and contained in a 
wooden qui\er which has disappeared. I represent under 
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No; *43 5 the fifteen different -stypts of these arrow-heads. 
Nothing could give a better idea of the great antiquity of 
these tombs than these stone arrow-heads, for the Iliad 
seems to know onlv arrow-heads of bronze.* Probably 



No. .| iS- -Arrow -head.' of Ubsi-lkiM. .Sepulchre i\ . 7 : o, .'ihem. 


there had also been bows deposited in the tomb ; but, being 
of wood, like the quivers and arrow-shafts, they would 
have decayed. :a §■' 

There were further found here sixty . boars’-teeth ; of 
all which the reverse side is j|ut perfectly flat, and has two 
borines, which must have served to fasten them on another 

o 1 


K See. tor example. Iihni X III. 650 and 00 2 
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object, perhaps on Irorse-tftppings. But we see in the 
Iliad* that they were also used on helmets, either as a 
protection or as an ornament. 

I found there also a large quantity of flat quadrangular 
pieces cut out of hoars’ teeth. They are from \ to 2 indies 
long and from A in. to Tin. broad; and they have two 
perforations, one at: each extremity., by which they were 
attached to other objects, most probably to horse-trappings, j 
1 also found a piece of bone, Hat and almost circular, with 
a round hole in the centre, and with six small perforations ; 
its use is unknown to us. 

I also found there two, large copper handles with 
unequivocal marks that they had once been plated with 
gold, and thus it is probable that they belong to a large 
silver vase. v 

Besides the five large copper vessels found (as I have 
already said) at tlie southern end of the sepulchre, I found 

% X. 261-265. 

, . &.fup\ He oi kvveijv Kctfrakyipiv t07iK6V, 
pivov iroiT/r/jt* * nokdaiv Zi/Tatr6*v ipa&ty 
iyrfaarv iTTepews ’ inrun Oe 5e Anwol oSuvras 
dpyidoovrns vos tiajufas cetfa Kal tvOa 

<tv /cal iniora/iu'coy. 

tl And on his brows a leathern headpiece placed 
Well wrought within, with numerous .straps secured, 

And on the outside, with wild boar’s gleaming lu^ks 

Profusely garnished, .* scattered here ami liicrc 

T>y skilful hand.** Lord Durhy, 

f lliese ornaments of horse trappmgs vividly remind us of the 
famous passage in the Iliad IV., 1 4 1 : 

wv 5’ ut € ri9 t* (AffpavTa ywy ( pOlVlKl furivr) 
yiyorU KftiO/va n OLprfiuv f fiuevat nr non' ‘ 

Keirai h” tv OaAaucp, noAtes rt fxiv ^prjrravro 
fanij e 9 tfyopfaiv * {hunX'?]‘i Sly/itirat tiyaApa, 
du<f>6repoy y Kuaytos O’ 'Inna, cAarvjp ( re kvBos ' 

*• As w hen some -Carian or M re* mi an maid 
With crimson dye the iyory designed 

To he the cheek-piece of a warrior’s steed, 

Uy many a valiant horseman coveted, 

As in the house it lies, a monarch's boast. 

The horse adorning, ami the horseman's pride." 

Lord Di-.iuiv. 
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■Ski more at the eastern side, behind the heads of the bodies ; 
.^further, ten on the west side, at their feet, and,;iwe]ve at 
the nortliern extremity, towards which the heads of two 
of the bodies were turned. Thus, the sepulchre contained 
in all thirty-two copper vessels, some of which, however, 
were too fragmentary to be preserved. The chief types 
of these copper vessels are shown in the following en- 


gravings. 

No. 436 represents a large cilfcj|T ft. 8 in. deep, and 
1 ft. 4 in. in diameter ; it has two handles, of which the 

one, which is upright, 
unites the rim to the 
body, and the other, 
which is horizontal, is 
on the lower part of the 
can. Both handles are 
fastened with large pins 
to the vessel. Of this 
type, seven specimens 
were found hi this tomb. 

No. 437 shows one 
more can of the very 
same form, but only its 
upper part can be seen, 
because it sticks fast in 
another large copper 
vessel, and seems to 
have been welded to it 
form of the lower vessel 



No. 436, 

A large Copper Vesud. Sepulchre IV. Si/e 1 : $. 


bv 


the funeral fire. Of the 


seven specimens were found; it has two handles standing 
vertically, each of which. ^-attached to the rim by four 
large pins. 

No. 438 represents a large and ‘deep vessel, with three 
vertical handles, which are likewise fastened to the rim with 
thick nails ; of this form also four were found, besides two 
specimens 'of a similar form of vessel, but with only two 
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handles. No. 439 represents a large vessel with two vertical 
handles, of which eight or nine specimens were found. 

Other forms, of which engravings are not given, arc 
the following. First, a basin, or deep pan, with only one 
handle in the form of a tube, into which a Wooden 
handle had been fixed ; it is 2 ft. in diameter. 

Next, a very large kettle with three vertical handles ; 
it measures 2 ft. 6 in. in diameter, and, as is clear from the 
perforations in the rim of the bottom, the latter has been 
fastened with pins. This vessel is so large that it can only 
have served for heating water for the bath, and it would, 



Nvi, 4 ;.o. A Ci v: f wo-huiuliod \V-.-el Copper. Sepulchre- i V. Si/e i : 4. 


therefore, hav e been called Xc/ 3 Xoerpoyoos ; but the poet 
mentions only such large vessels for heating the water 
for the bath with three feet , and calls them, therefore, 
Tpiirovs Aoerpo^oos.* There was also a beautifully-fashioned 
copper basin of oval form ; ujuis probably had two handles 
in the two places where the * nm is broken away. Of the 
last described three vessels no other specimens were found. 

Most of these copper kettles, basins or cans, bear the 
most unmistakeablc signs of having been for a long time 


//. XV I IT. 346; Odyss. VIII. 435 
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used on the fire ; whilst a- few have the appearance of 
having never been on the fire. 

The custom of placing a large number of copper 
kettles or large copper vases in the tombs belongs to a great 
antiquity. The museum of the VVarwakeion at Athens 
possesses seven funeral urns of copper, with lids turning 
on hinges, which contained the ashes of the deceased. 
This small number shows how rarely copper vessels were 
used in Greece, even for this purpose; but that additional 
copper kettles should have been placed in a tomb merely 
in honour of the dead, is a thing unheard of in Greek 
tombs. But that such was the custom in a very remote 
antiquity is proved by these Mycenean sepulchres, and by 
the tomb of Corneto, as well as by the newly discovered 
tomb at Palestrina, of which I shall have occasion to 
speak hereafter. Copper vessels, as ornaments of the 
tombs, were found in the cemetery of f lallstatt, in Austria,* 
which belongs, however, to a much later period than the 
My ce n ea n to m b s . 

Of capital interest is the copper tri pod (No. 440). It 
has three handles, of which two are horizontal and one 
vertical ; to the right of the spectator is a small mouth. 
The tripod was used in the Homeric times for various pur- 
poses. In the Odyssey,')' as well as in the Iliad, J we find it 
used for presents of honour. In the Iliadd; it is given as 
a prize in the games, and it also occurs as an ornament of 
the rooms, jj and, further, for the heating of water and for 
cooking.^! To indicate its use for these latter purposes, 
Ilomer** gives also the epithet cytTrupt/ifryrqs to the tripod. 

There was further fountain this tomb a mass of small 

* See Kd ward Freiherr von Sack on, 1 Das Grabfekl von llallstatt. 7 
t XII f, 13; and XV. 8.}, ;f VI 11 . 290 ; and IX. 122. 

§ Xf. 700; XXI II. 264, 485, 513, 718. II II. XVI LI. 373. 

It 0 ,/yss. Vili. 434; //. XYlil. 34}. * 

'** //. XXIll. 702; XXII. 164 it is called t/jiVo?" instead cl the 
usual form t/m'-ov*. 
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thin round pieces of copper plate, having all around the 
rim perforations, which show that they have been used as 
ornaments, probably on horse-trappings ; also, a copper 
vase-handle, plated with gold . 

I collected in this tomb, forty-six bronze swords more 
or less fragmentary, also four lances and three long knives, 
of which I shall describe the most remarkable. One of 
the lances is represented under No. 441 ; like all the My- 



No. 440. A Copper Tripod. Sepulchre ! V. Si/e 1 : 4. 


cencan lances, it has a tube, in which the wooden lance- 
shaft was fixed, but, as an exception, there is here a ring 
on either side, by which the lance-head was attached to the 
shaft by means of a cord, to prevent its being lost. As 
I have already stated, all Homeric lances seem to have 
had a similar tube, in which the shaft was fixed ; on the 
outside of the tube of the lance we see the broad flat head 
of the nail with which the shaft was fastened. 



WEAPONS OF BRONZE. 




mp 
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Among the swords, ten were short and one-cdged, of 
which I represent two under No. 442 and 442#; they con- 
sist: each of one solid piece of bronze, and measure, when 
entire, from 2 ft. to 2 ft. 3 in. 
in length. The handle is too 
thick to have been covered 
with wood, and must have 
been used as it is : the end 
of it forms a ring, by which 
the sword was suspended to 
the shoulder-belt (rekafxdn/) 
or to the girdle (C {JtJCjrT1 jp or 
Connj). As these short one- 
edged swords are, properly 
speaking, nothing else than 
long knives, they evidently 
represent the original mean- 
ing of the Homeric word,- 
<j>a<ryavov* which is derived, 
by a euphonic transposition 
of the letters, from the same 
root as that of cr<bdyr] and 
(T(f)dCo) {s/au^/iter)^ and thus 
this weapon must primitively j 
have been used chiefly for 
slaughtering animals, and, per- 
haps, also for killing in close 
fight ; but the name gradually *■>. w- 

, . ........ A I. unco-head of llrouze, 

lost its original signification, sepukhre iv. 1 5. n.out. 

and in Homer it is perfectly sy- v Sma „ w.i». 

nonymous with £t<f > os and dop. !wo “ lcl ’ rc " ' s,1!e ' : u!>yut ' 

There was also found a double-edged weapon with a 
long tube (avkos) ; but this latter being very narrow, it is 


* <bdcryavnv for (r(j.>uyai'or y Irom the root <r<j>uy, r .l'h cic was also 
a verb (fxurydno 61 to kill with the sword Hesych. Lex. s. v. , 
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N'.v. 44 . i, 444 
1' r.ii»n!cnt «.-1' :i lw o-rd 
Hron/t. Sword, ruid lu.r 

jir. »{);ilily a I 1 . 

ScuuJt lirv IV. It 1 if s’rc. 


hardly possible that it can be a lance, 
and I think it is a long dagger-knife, 
the handle of which lias been made 
hollow, merely to make the weapon less 
heavy. No. 443 is a fragment of the 
blade of a two-edged bronze sword, 
whose ridge is serrated on both sides, 
either for the sake of ornamentation, or 
for the purpose of making the wounds 
inflicted with the sword more danger-" 
ous. Another weapon (No. 444) is 
formed by soldering two or three long 
narrow thick plates of bronze; and itv- 
the interior of the lower part, which 
is round, we sec a great many small 
bronze pins, whose presence is just as 
inexplicable as the use of the weapon 
itself. From the point where the lower 
crevice ends, it is quadrangular ; but its 
thickness gradually diminishes towards 
the end, which forms a small but sharp 
horizontal edge. There are sixteen 
marks of small nails or pins in the left 
border of the lower crevice, which lead 
me to venture the opinion that the lower 
round part: must have been fixed in a 
handle of wood or bone, and that the 
weapon may have been used as a dagger. 

I mav here mention that the Trojan 
Treasure contained two weapons similar 


in form but of one solid piece of metal.* 
There is also a lance-head, with a tube for the shaft, but 
without rings such as those of the lance, No. 441 ; also 
a very peculiar fragment of the blade of a double-edged 


See 4 Troy and its Remains,’ |>. 332, Nos. 267 and 268. 
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sword, on which the high protruding 
middle part or ridge is very conspicu- 
ous ; further, the fragment of a blade 
of a short two-edged sword, on which 
we still see remnants of the wooden 
sheath. At its lower end there are, 
on either side, three large round flat 
golden pin-heads, by which it was 
fastened to the handle, f also men- 
tion the fragments ot three very 
long two - edged sword - blades, of 
which two have retained remnants 
of their wooden sheaths. The first 
is 2 ft., the second z.V ft., the third 
i ft. 9 in. long; but when entire, 
every one of them has probably 
been more than 3 ft. in length. 

All show, at either side of their 
lower end, the flat heads of the pins 
by which they were attached to the 
handles. On all three we see the 
protruding ridge. I must still notice 
two sword-blades and an alabaster 
sword-handle knob adorned with two 
large flat golden nail-heads (Nos. 

445, a, l>, c). Perfectly similar ala- 
baster knobs, but without golden 
nails, were found by me at Troy, 
but I did not know then that they TvVi>n ' d - l,i »■*•.,/,• 0 nn.i 

belonged to sword -handles, and I s, 'i ,i,K:l,rc IV - 

° Si/e, 1 : % about. 

fancied they had served as handles 
to house doors, or on walking-sticks.* The two-edged 
sword-blade (No. 445#), at* the top of which are still 
attached remnants of the wooden sheath, measures 2 ft. 7 in. 

* See ‘ Troy and its Remains,’ p. 2 65. 
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in: length. On either side of its lower enc we see the 
four ■' bronze nails with flat heads, by which it was 
fastened to the handle. The lower end of the sword- 



N,». 44ft. 

'I' wo- edited Bronze Sword. 
Sepulchre IV. Half-size. 


blade, No, 445^, is adorned with 
three flat golden pin-heads on each 
side. 

I further mention a long knife, 
with part of its bone handle, the 
extremity of which has evidently 
had a curve ; also, the blade of a 
short two-edged sword, showing at 
the lower end, on each side, lour 
large flat golden pin-heads (No. 446). 
A gold plate extends all along the 
middle part: of the blade on both 
sides,, and remnants of the wooden 
sheath are visible in the middle as 
well as at the end. 1 need only 
mention the fragments of four two- 

C. .1 

edged sword-blades. The middle 
part of the one is serrated all along. 
The lower extremity of another is, 
on either side, plated with gold and 
adorned ^vith three large flat golden 
pin-heads ; the gold-plated part is 
very distinct. No. 447 represents 
one of several alabaster sword- 
handle knobs, each ornamented with 
two golden pins or nails. Nos. 448 
and 449 are sword-blades, of which 
the longer one (No. 448) is very 
well preserved, and is 2 ft. xo in. 
long. No. 449 has retained part of 


its handle, which is plated with gold and attached by gold 


pinst all along the surface of the blade we see vertical lines of 


hitaglio work, which give to the weapon a beautiful aspect. 
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MYCENEAN SWORDS LIKE RAPIERS. 


Another fragment of a large beautiful bronze Sword has 
the blade plated with gold in its entire length, the handle 
being also thickly plated with gold and adorned with 
magnificent intaglio work. But it has suffered so much in 
the funeral fire, and it is so dirty 
from the smoke and ashes, that the 
ornamentation cannot be discerned 
in the photograph, and, therefore, I 
ran not give an engraving of it. Mr. 

Newton justly remarks regarding the 
Mycenean swords : u The ridge or 
thread on some of the swords is 
raised so high down the centre of 
the blade as to suggest the idea that 
this weapon was used like a rapier, 
only for thrusting.” 

v o 

I here call particular attention to 
the extreme narrowness of nearly all 
the Mycenean swords, and to the 
enormous length of most of them, 
which seems in a great many cases 
to have exceeded 3 feet; in fact, 
they are, in general, not broader than- 
our rapiers. So far as I know, swords 
of this shape have never been found 
before. 

With some of the swords I found 
traces of well-woven linen, small 
particles of which were still attached 

1 XbiL 447—4 1 0- 

to the sword-blades; and there can ’ivo-cd^d sw.mis ami :« 

A lab.i - tvv Sw ;>!'< 1 K noli. 

consequently be no doubt that many Scj.nid.ru iv. size * : a, aw. 
swords had sheaths of linen. 

I further collected in this tomb large quantity of 
oyster-shells and many entire oysters, which had never 
been opened, from which 1 conclude that, as in the funeral 
customs of ancient Egypt, food was laid in the tombs 
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of the deceased. There was found in this sepulchre, as well 
as in all the other tombs, a large quantity of broken 
pottery, on seeing which, Mr. Pan agio tes Eustratiades, 
Director-General of Antiquities, reminded me of the habit 
still existing in Greece, of breaking vases tilled with water 
on the tombs of departed friends. Mr. Eustratiades also 
mentioned to me that copper kettles and vases were the 
great ornaments of the houses, not only in antiquity, but 
throughout all the Middle Ages until the Greek re- 
volution. This is, so far, very well ; hut, except these 
Mycenean sepulchres, the cemetery of liailstatt, and the 
tombs of Corneto and Palestrina, we have not yet found 
an example to prove that they served to ornament the 
abodes of the dead. 

On^^andle of a hand-made vase found in this tomb 
particularly attracted my attention by its six perforations, 
one of which was large enough for a thick string to pass 
through, and it may, therefore, have served for suspension ; 
but the other five would be too small even for a tine 
thread, and they can, therefore, never have served for 
suspension, and I suppose they were merely used to put 
t lowers in, as an ornament. 

Of the bones of the five bodies of this tomb, as well as 
of those of the bodies in the other sepulchres, 1 collected 
all which were not too much decayed, and they will 
be exhibited in the National Museum at Athens together 
with the treasures. Of course the contents of each 
sepulchre are to be kept separate. 1 give here an engraving 
of only the best-preserved jaw (No. 4.50), with thirteen well- 
preserved teeth ; three only are missing. 

There were further found two broken alabaster vases, 
and a pedestal of alabaster to stand vases on, besides a 
very large quantity of fragments of hand-made or very 
ancient wheel-made pottery. To the former category 
belongs a vase, which has been wrought to a lustrous 
surface by hand-puliJiing. It has had two handles, but 
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eitheGof a uniform lustrous plain dark red colour or of a 
a light yellow dead colour with numerous dark red and 
black bands, as shown in previous illustrations.* In still 
later times we find it with no other colour than the light 
yellow or white of the clay itself.f Goblets of this 
latter sort must have been in use here for a great number 
of centuries and until the capture of the city, because 
their fragments are found in enormous quantities, and of 
their feet 1 could have collected thousands of speci- 
mens. We have also a number of specimens of this 
goblet in gold, such as that shown under No. 343.J In 
Troy I found this very same form of goblet in the first and 
most ancient of the prehistoric cities, at a depth of about 
50 ft.§ 

As a„ specimen of the only other type of terra-cotta 
goblet I refer the reader to one already mentioned as 
found in the first tomb.|] It represents the lower part of a 
large hand-made lustrous black goblet, with a hollow foot 
and horizontal flirtings in the middle. But fragments of 
this sort, of goblets were found also in the four other 
sepulchres. This form of goblet is very rarely found 
outside of the tombs, and only here and there in the lowest 
strata. But I found it in the ruins of the most ancient 
prehistoric city at Troy. *■ 

In this fourth tomb were found two whetstones of 
fine hard sandstone. Both have at the top a perforation 
for suspension with a string. 

I have further to mention among the objects dis- 
covered in this 'tomb the beautiful golden cylinder (Nq. 
451), and the splendid golden handle terminating in a 
dragon’s head (No. 452). Both these objects undoubtedly 
belong to each otl^er, ana most probably composed the 

* See Nos. 84, 88, p. 7 1. 

t No. 83, p. 70. + See p. 233. 

§ See my ‘Atlas des Anliquites Troyenncs,’ PI. 105, No. 2311. 

|! See No. 230, p. 154. 
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handle of a sceptre, an augur’s staff, or something of 
similar importance, for both offer the unique example 
among the JVlycenean antiquities of gold incrustcd with a 
sort of mosaic of rock-crystal. To examine first the 
golden cylinder (No. 451); it consists of four-leaved 
flowers united at the points of the leaves. Each of the 
latter shows in all its length a flat oval hollow intrusted 
with a piece of rock-crystal, which exactly fits into it. 



^ ’ • 4SE 4V- - A Golden l ube ; und a Golden Dragon with scales: of rock cr\.-tai, both being 
probably ]*iec.e> of a sceptre -handle. Sepulchre IV. Size 4 : q. 

Between every two flowers is a square space with 
curved sides, which is also filled up with well fitting pieces 
-rock-crystal. Ot these latter only one can We seen in 
file engraving before us in the middle of the right side of 
the cylinder, as it is represented; the other pieces, which 
are mostly preserved, will he put in again as soon as 
the Archaeological Society shall be able to exhibit the 
Mycenean collection. 
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The appearance of $;iie Cylinder, when all the trans- 
jxirent crystal pieces were in their placesfintist have been 
of niarvellous beauty. The golden handle with the dragon’s 
head (No. 452), which belongs to the cylinder, is hollow, 
and still contains d/frn's of the wood with which it was 
filled. The head of the dragon, with its large .eyes, of 
which one only appears in the engraving, as well as its open 
jaws* 'can* be distinctly seen. The scales of the dragon have 
been skilfully imitated by means of small beautifully-cut 
pieces- of rock-crystal, which fit so well into the small 
symmetrical hollows prepared for them in the gold, that 
only one of them has as yet fallen out. This is the more 
astonishing- as the handle represents the most unmistakable 
marks of the fire to which it has been exposed on the 
funeral pile. If Homer had seen this extraordinary handle 
when it was entire, he would undoubtedly have ascribed it 
to the skilful hand of Hephaestus, and would have uttered 
his sense of its beauty in the words Oav/xa iSecr6W “ a 
wonder to look upon.” 


Not*: on tiik Royal Pa lack. 

T omitted to mention, in Chapter V., that in toy opinion the ruins 
extant to the south of the Agora, in which we see no windows, can he 
only the subs/nuiiptrs of the Royal Palace. 1 would further suggest, 
that all these substructions reached only to the level of the great 
Cyclopean circuit wall, and that upon them was built the palace proper, 
of wood. This opinion seems to be corroborated by the tremendous 
(jiiant.ities of yellow wood-ashes with which the interior of those sub- 
structions was filled up, as well as by the impossibility of admitting 
that the Royal Palace should have had no windows, and should have 
been built in the deep hollow, so as to be shut out by the grout* 
Cyclopean wall from any view of the lower city and the plain. 

' ' - 0 . 



No. -J7 4- Massive l.-roMen Mask oi die body at the south ciul of the I ir.-a Sepulchre. Si/e i : >, 
rthoui. (k'l/r «!c .cripfiuJi, see page 

CHAPTER IX. 

The Fifth Sepulchre, and the First again. 

At length again a guard and watchllrc on the Acropolis of Myoenie 

Exploration of the Fifth Tomb its sepulchral The tomb 

described ; containing only one body Golden diadem and other 
objects found in the tomb - Hand-made vases of terra-cotta ; one 
with female breasts, like the prehistoric vases at Santorin and Troy 
Wheel-made pottery- -Excavation of the First Tomb completed 

its position and construction Three bodies in it : the middle one 

has been disturbed and rilled of its ornaments Large size of the 
b||di{!§r- -Golden mask and state of the first Wonderful preservation 
ofthe third— Its ponderous gold mask, face, and teeth -Description 
ot the body -its remarkable compression — -Golden breast-plate, and 
iea\ es of gold on the forehead, eyes, and breast Excitement caused 
by the discovery Measures taken to preserve and remove the 
body Its shoulder-belt and btonze s won I \\tth crystal ornament, 
and disks of gold lor the sheath : all special funeral ornaments, 
and not for ordinary use- Description of the golden breast-covers 

u 
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of this' and the first body Higldy-dccorated bronze swords and 
other objects found with the third body— demented golden leaves, 
a wooden comb, and bronze swords, with the second body — A 
large heap of broken bronze swords, with knives and lances- — Other 

weapons, chiefly in fragments Amber and gold beads, and various 

objects of gold and silver An alabaster vase — Wonderful plates 

of gold — The two massive golden masks of the first: tofnif — The 
skilled work argues a. long-trained school of artists— -Several large- 

goblets of gold and silver Objects in this sepulchre 

vase, with copper and gold plating- A drinking-cup of alabaster-^' 
Elates of gold, in form of double eagles, &c. -Fragments of silver 
vases ; one with a gold mouth -piece and handle- A splendidly orna- 
mented plate of gold, covering a cylinder of -charred wood - Hundreds 

of gold button-plates, large and small, with various ornamentation- 

The new types shown — Gold plates, ribbons* and ornaments for 
■greaves-— Tithes and buttons of bone: their probable use-— An 
ivory plate, and a curious object of glazed Egyptian porcemin - - 
Hand-made and wheel-made pottery**- Seven large copper vessels, 
caldrons and cans- -A quadrangular wooden box, with most interest- 
ing reliefs. 


Mycenae, 6th December, 1.S76. 

For rhe first time since its capture by the Argives in 
468 ilc., and so for the first time during 2,344 years, 
the Acropolis of Mycenae has a garrison, whose watch- 
fires seen by night throughout the whole Plain of Argos 
carry back the mind to the watch kept for Agamemnon’s 
return from Troy, and the signal which warned Clytem- 
nestra and her paramour of his approach.^* But this time the 
object of the occupation by soldiery is of a more peaceful 
character, for it is merely intended to inspire awe among 
the country-people, and to prevent them from making- 
clandestine excavations in the tombs, or approaching them 
while we are working in them. 

Already while engaged in the excavation of th|^p0rge 
Fourth Tomb, the rewits of which I have descrifelfi, I 
explored the Fifth and last Sepulchre , which is immediately 
to the north-west of it (see Plan B and the Ichnography, 


* See the opening scene of the Agamemnon of /Escbylus, 
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Plate VI.), and wjpcli had been marked by tlie large stcU with 
the bas-relief of frets or key- patterns resembling two ser- 
pents, and by an nnsculptured tombstone, both of which 
were x 1 ft. 8 in. below the surface of the mount, as it was 
when I began the excavation. At a depth of 10 ft. below 
* the twd sepulchral steia\ or of %i ft. 8 in. below the former 
I found two unsculptured sfiVd\ evidently much 
older ; and, only 3 ft. 4 in. below these, I found a tomb 
1 1 ft. 6 in. long and 9 ft. 8 in. broad, which had been cut 
out in the calcareous rock to a depth of only 2 ft., so that 
its bottom is 27 ft. below the former surface of the mount. 
Unlike the other tombs, the four inner sides of this 
sepulchre were not lined with walls, but merely with large 
pieces of schist, which were placed in a slanting position 
against the low border of the tomb, and had not been 
joined with clay. 

As usual, the bottom of the tomb was strewn with a 
layer of pebbles, on which [ found the mortal remains 
of only one person, with the head turned towards the 
east, which, dike all the other bodies, had been burned 
on the precise spot where it lay. This was proved by the 
calcined pebbles below and around the corpse, as well as 
by the undisturbed masses of ashes with which it was 
covered, and finally by the marks of the funeral lire on the 
walls of rock. Around the skull of the body, which was 
unfortunately too fragile to be saved, was a golden diadem, 
similar to those already represented, with an ornamentation 
in repoitssS work, showing in the middle three shield-like 
circles, with flowers or a wheel in rotation ; the remaining 
space being filled up with beautiful spirals. 

the right side of the body I found a lance-head with 
a iring on either side, like that already shown ;f also, two 
small bronze swords and two long knives of the same metal. 
On its left was found the gold drinking-cup now repre- 


* See No. 441. j>. 279. 
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sen ted (No. 453). It has only one handle, and its orna- 
mentation in repomst work exhibits four horizontal bands, 
joined two and two, and ornamented with slanting strokes 
which converge in the form of wedges, so that the orna- ® 
mentation of every two bands conjointly resembles;* fish- 
spines ; and in order to enhance still more the bj|jj«ty|pf. 
these bands, the wedges of each two bands point in ctppo^se ^ 



directions. The whole upper part is ornamented with a- 
continuous row of pointed arches, the joined sides of 
which are adorned with nine horizontal strokes. The 
handle is fastened with four nails to the rim and the^ody 
of the goblet. With the swords were found small ra^^if 
beautifully-woven linen, which, doubtless, belonged to the 
sheaths of these weapons. 

In the same tomb was found a fragmented light green 
vase, 6i in. high, of Egyptian porcelain, ornamented with 
two rows of protruding bosses, three in each row ; also 
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fragments of a light red vase' of terra-cotta, ornamented 
with black spiral lines, and with two female breasts sur- 
rounded by circles of black strokes. Professor Landerer, 
who has examined and analysed a fragment of the former 
vase, . ’writes me that the porcelain is very calcareous, and 
• woitj^lbe called in mineralogy “ Thonmcrgel-schiefer ” 
’®la^piar1-slare) ; that the borders, examined with a magni- 
iying glass in the sun, exhibit a gold-like and silvery glaze, 
produced by a lead varnish with which the vase was 
covered and which was afterwards burned in. 

With regard to this vase with the female breasts, 
similar vases were found on the islands of Thera (Santorin) 
and Therassia, in the ruins of the prehistoric cities which, 
as before stated, were covered by an eruption of that great 
central volcano which is believed by competent geologists 
to have sunk and > disappeared about 1.700 to i,8oo n.c. 
They are also very frequent in the ruins of Troy, where, 
however, most of them have also a navel and an owl-face.* 

There were further found in this tomb, besides a mass 
of fragmeMS of hand-made pottery, fragments of beautiful 
wl ) eel-madtlKpt > rt cry, ornamented with plants turned into 
spirals and other fragments, which present on a light 
yellow dead colour a magnificent ornamentation of dark 
red spirals. 

The mud in the First Sepulchre , whose site had been, 
marked by the three stelce with low reliefs, having dried 
up in the fine weather, I continued the excavation there, 
and struck at last the bottom of the tomb, which is cut 
out in the rock, \ “]\ ft. deep on the north side, and 17 ft. 
deep on the south-east side. But from these points the 
slope is so abrupt that, although the upper breadth of 
■Wit sepulchre does not exceed ro ft. 10 in., yet the greater 
part of its west side needed only to be cut 1 1 ft. deep into 


* See ‘Troy and its Remains,’ p. 35, No. 13; p. 106, No. 70; 
p. 307, No. 219. 
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the rock to make a level bottom. This west side is close 
to the Cyclopean wall, with the parallel double row o ( large 
calcareous slabs, which forms the enclosure and benches 
of the Agora, and rises vertically over the sepulchre. ttS EMl 
Plans B and C.) For all these reasons it ap peayted 
on first excavating this tomb, that: the wall passed 
its north-west angle. But, by propping up with pllHpm iM 
beams the earth and stones which cling to the wkll 
overhang the north-west corner of the tomb, I have now 
cleared the latter in its entire length, and visitors will per- 
ceive that the wall does not pass through the tomb but 
merely touches its brink in the north-west corner. 

The length of the tomb is 21 ft. 6 in., its breadth at 
the bottom is 1 1 ft. 6 in., and thus 8 in. more than at the 


top. The four inner sides were lined with a Cyclopean 
wall, 3 ft. high and a ft. broad : and this had superposed 
on it a slanting wall of schist plates joined with clay, 
which reached to a height of bh ft., and projected on all 
sides a foot more than the Cyclopean wall, and thus in 
all 3 feet on the bottom of tire tomb. The latter was 
covered with the usual layer of pebbles, which Avcrc, how- 
ever, more irregularly strewn than in the other tombs, 
there being places without any pebbles ; which circum- 
stance made me at first believe that there was no layer 


of pebbles at all in this tomb. But on careful examination, 
I found such a layer, and below the bodies I found it just 
as regular as in any other tomb, which circumstance appear# 
to give an additional proof that those layers of pebbles 
were merely intended to procure ventilation for the pyres. 

The three bodies which the sepulchre contained lay at 
a distance of about 3 ft. from each other, and had been 
burnt in the very same place where I found them. Thai 
was evident from the marks of the lire on the pebbles and 
on the rock below and also around the bodies, and to the 
right and left of them on the walls, as well as from the 
undisturbed state of the ashes. Only with the body which 
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lay in the midst the case was different:. The ashes had 
, evKlehtly been disturbed; the clay with which the two 
bodies and their ornaments were covered, and the 
f^ebbles which covered the clay, had been’ removed 
As, besides, it was found almost without 
^lanients, it is evident that: it had been rifled 
Hon is also confirmed by the twelve -olden 
>hs, the small golden plates, and the numcrous’smaJl 

w- tS ol lxmc ’ wlnc1 ' ll:l(i been found together with small 
^quantities of black ashes at different depths below the 
r three sculptured tombstones which adorned this sepulchre 
Mt is further confirmed by the fragments of the. usual 
Mycenean pottery of later times, which in this tomb were 
mixed up with the very ancient hand-made or wheel-made 
vases. Most likely some one sank a shaft to examine 
the tomb, struck the body ' in question, plundered it 
recklessly, and for fear of being detected, carried off his 
booty m such a hurry that he only thought of savin- the 
large massive gold ornaments, such as the mask the Time 
breast-cover^ diadems and the bronze swords, and in 
remounting to the surface, dropped many of the smaller 
objects, such as the twelve golden buttons, etc., which 


. O ■-'t.i.w.io, VIA., VV1J1C1I I 

found at intervals m digging down. There can be no 


! , , _ . 0 - vau in: no 

doubt that this larceny occurred before the capture of 
Myccnm by the Argives (468 b.c.) ; for, if it had been 
conamitted while the later Creek citv stood on the top 
the prehistoric ruins, 1 should also have found fra-. 

tgaents of Greek pottery in the tomb ; but of these I saw 
'■po vestige. 

lhe three bodies of this tomb lay with their heads to 
the. .east and their feet to the west ; all three were of large 
proportions, and appeared to have been forcible squeezed 
mro the small space of only 5 ft. 6 in. wind, was left 
for them between the inner walls. The bones of the 
legs, which arc almost uninjured, are unusually Jar-c. 
Although the head of I lie first man, from the south side. 
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was covered with a massive golden mask, his skull 
crumbled away on being exposed to the air, and only a 
few bones could be saved besides those bf the legs. The 
same was the case with the second body, which had been 
plundered in antiquity. 4b 

But of the third body, which lav at the north en,d of 
the tomb, the round face, with all its ilesh, had been;,: 
w'onderfully preserved under its ponderous golden mask ; 
there was no vestige of hair, but both eyes were perfectly 
visible, also the mouth, which, owing to the enormous 
weight that had pressed upon it, was wide open, and 
showed thirty-two beautiful teeth. From these, all the 
physicians who came to sec the body were led to 
believe that the man must have died at the early age of 
thirty-five. The nose was entirely gone. ' The body 
having been too long for the space between the two inner 
walls of the tomb, the head had been pressed in such a 
way on the breast, that the upper part of the shoulders 
was nearly in a horizontal line with the vertex of the head. 
Notwithstanding the large golden breast -plate, so little had 
been preserved of the breast, that the inner side of the 
spine was visible in many places. In its squeezed and 
mutilated state, the body measured only 2 ft. 4-5 in. from 
the top of the head to the beginning of the loins; the 
breadth of the shoulders did not exceed t ft. 1 { in., and 
the*- breadth of the chest 1 ft. 3 in. ; hut the large thigh- 
bones could leave no doubt regarding the real proportions 
of the body. Such Ftad been the pressure of the debris. 
and stones, that the body had been reduced to a thickness 
of 1 in. to 1 i in. The colour of the body resembled very 
m|gch that of an Egyptian mummy. The forehead was 
whamented with a plait, round leaf of gold, and a still 
larger one wars lying on the right eye ; I further observed 
a large and a small gold leaf on the breast below the large 
golden breast-cover, and a large one just above the right 
thigh. 0 
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The news that the tolerably well preserved body of a 
man of the mythic heroic age had been found, covered 
with golden ornaments, spread like wildfire through the 
Argolid, and people came by thousands from Argos, 
Nauplia, and the villages to see the wonder. But, nobody 



No. 454. The upper part oi ;i Body found in the h irst Tomb. 
hVom an Oil Painting rn;uk- directly after its discovery. 


being able to give advice how to preserve the bodj«||t' sent 
lor a paititer to get at least an oil-painting made, for I was 
afraid that the body would crumble to pieces. Thus 1 am 
enabled to give a faithful likeness of the body, as it looked 
after all the golden ornaments had been removed. But to 
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my great joy, it held out (or two days, when a druggist 
troiri Argos, Spiridon Nicolaou by name, rendered it hard 
and solid by pouring on it alcohol, in which he had dis- 
solved gum-sandarac. As there appeared to be no pebbles 
below it it was thought that it would be possible to lift it 
on an iron plate ; but tliis was a mistake, because it was 
soon discovered that there was the usual layer of pebbles 
below the body, and all of these having been more or less 
pressed into the soft rock by the enormous weight which 
had been lying for ages upon them, all attempts made to 
squeeze in the iron plate below the pebble-stones, so as to 
be able to lift, them together with the body, utterly tailed. 
There remained, therefore, no other alternative than to 
cut a small trench into the rock all round the body, and 
make thence a horizontal incision, so as to cut out a slab, 
two inches thick, to lift it with the pebble-stones and the 
body, to put it upon a strong plank, to make around the 
latter a strong box, and to send this to the village of 
Charvati, whence it will be forwarded to Athens as soon 
as the Archaeological Society shall have got a suitable 
locality for the Mycenean antiquities. With the miserable 
instruments alone available here it was no easy task to 


detach the large slab horizontally from the rock, but it was 
still much more difficult to bring it in the wooden box 
from the deep sepulchre to the surface, and to transport 
it on men’s shoulders for more than a mile to Charvati. 
But the capital interest which this body of the remote 
heroic age has for science, and the buoyant hope of 
preserving it, made all the labour appear light.* 

■ The now nearly mummified body was decorated with a 


gold^ltottlder-bdr ( TcXajxon >), 4 It. long and i ;l in* broad, 


it my duty to state here that the Archaeological Society in 
Athens has alone iiK uned-ia.lL the trouble and expense of drugging the 
body so as to render it hard and solid, and raising it from the sepulchre 
and carrying it to the village of Charvati. and that I have ba||mo 
trouble or expense iiom this operation. 
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which,, for some cause or other, was not in its place, for it 
now lay across the loins of the body, and extended in a 
straight litie Canto the right of it. In its midst is suspended, 
and firmly attached, the fragment of a double-edged bronze 
svvotd (see No, 455), and to this latter was accidentally 



attached a beautifully-polished perforated 
crystal, in forrp of a jar (niOos), with two silver l>ariSSS&. 
It is pierced in its entire length by a silver pin, Tnis little 
jas unfortunately been detached in removing the 


*from Charvati to Athens, and thus I represent 
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it separately (No. 456). Together with the shoulder-belt 
and the little crystal jar was found the small object of 
rock-crystal (No. 457), which has the 
shape of a funnel. In the extremity 
of the shoulder-belt, to the left of the 
spectator, are two perforations; at the 
other end there has probably been a 
clasp, because there are no perforations ; 
on the fragment of the sword we see 
one of those small shield-like or button- 
like golden disks, with an ornamenta- 
tion of repousse work, which have 
decorated the sheaths of the sw'ords in uninterrupted rows, 
their size being always determined by the breadth of the 
sheaths. The disk before us is divided by 
three concentric circles into three circular 
compartments, of which the outer and the 
central one represent a number of ornaments 
resembling horse-shoes. A glance at this 
shoulder-belt will convince every one that it 
is by far too thin and fragile to have been 

No. 457. j _ 5 > , , 

a funnci-shapcd worn by living men. Besides, I feel certain 

object, of rock cry- J 0 

siai. sepulchre i. that no living warrior has ever gone to battle 

Actual .size. _ . 

with swords in sheaths of wood ornamented 
on either side with rows of gold plates, which are merely 
glued on the wood. Thus, we may consider it beyond 
all doubt that a great part of all the golden ornaments 
have been expressly prepared for funeral use. There was 
also found an alabaster stand for a vase. 

. The massive golden breast-plate of this same body is 

« :MnIain, and it is therefore unnecessary to engrave 
Jpi'5f in. long and 0 in. broad g it has no orna- 
aaenration, but two protruding breasts can be distinctly 
seen ; they are not, however, in the middle, as they ought 
to be, but more to the right of the spectator. While 
speaking of breast-covers, I may as well give Kfere the 



■?#' 



No. 456. 

A small Jar of rock crystal. 
Sepulchre 1 . Actual size. 
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hiea^t-covcr of the body at the southern end of this first 
tomb (No. 45 8). It is 1 ft. 9 in. long and 1 ft. 2? in. 



broad. Here the two breasts are well represented by 
two protruding shield-like bosses, and the whole 


re- 
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maining space is richly ornamented with beautiful spirals 
in repousse wefffcf • >#■ 

, The besfc^pjeserved parts of the same body, at the 
southern end of the tomb, are two large bones and a 
small bone. On the latter, which is 



probably an arm-bone, is still attached 
a broad golden ribbon, faith a splendid 
•ornamentation of repousse work (No. 

I return to the body at the northern 
extremity. To its right lay the two 
bronze swords represented under No. 
460, and close to them all the other 
objects just as we see them in this 
engraving. The handle of the upper 
sword is of bronze, but thickly plated 
with gold, which is all over covered 
with a magnificent intaglio work of 
the most varied description. On the 
upper part of the handle, where the 
blade issues from it, is fastened a 
broad curved gold plate with splendid 
intaglio work, similar to that repre- 
sented below (No. 462),* of which we 


No. 459. 

Small. Bbnc* with the fragment of 
a splendidly ornamented (sold 
Ribbon, Sepulchre I. Si/e ;j : 8, 


,only here recognise the exact use. 
No doubt this sword has had a wooden 
sheath, which must haye been orna- 


mented with the long gold plate, with a ring and much 
resembling the shape of a man, which we see to the right of 
it. .This gold plate is similar to that represented under 
The sheath must have been further adorned 
^'golden button, with engraved concentric circles, 
fahithwe see close to the blade. Much still richer has "evi- 


dently been the ornamentation of the other bronze stygrd, 


Sec ]), 305. 


t See p. 253. 
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for its wooden sheath must 
evidently have been adorned, 
in its entire length, on both 
sides, with a series of those 
large golden buttons with a 
magnificent intaglio work of 
spirals which we see below 
and on the right side of the 
sword. The sheath has evi- 
dently been also adorned with 
the tubular golden plate, or- 
namented with spirals in in- 
taglio work, which we still see 
around the sword. 

The handle of this sword 
must have been of wood, 
because it lias entirely dis- 
appeared, and it must ne- 
cessarily have been adorned 
with the two quadrangular 
golden plates which we see 
lying, still closely joined to- 
gether, in the very place 
where the knob of the handle 
ought to have been ; only on 
the small side, which is turned 
towards the spectator, the two 
plates are slightly disjoined. 
.They are perfectly similar in 
size and shape to that shown 
a little later under No. 472 ;* 
both hav exactly the same 
o rname ntation i n repousse 
work of interwoven spirals ; 
atM, $son No. 472, we see 

' ’v-V. 

f - ^ 

See p. 31 1. 
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in their long sides the marks Qf a number of small pins, 
which must haig served to attach both plates to a piece 
of wood whic h IHti ck between them, and of which some 
traces remain. This piece of wood must have been very 

thin, for otherwise the two plates 
could not. after its disappearance 
have fallen together so exactly as 
to appear still joined. Certainly 
they must have served as orna- 
ments of the sword-handle, but 
how this was done is altogether 
inexplicable to me. I find it im- 
possible to suppose that the sword- 
handle terminated in a thin piece 
of wood, so as to be fastened 
between the two plates ; besides, 
this is contradicted by their raised 
borders. With the two plates 
was found a bead of amber, the 
presence of which here must be 
only accidental, for of course it 



can have 


nothing in common 


with the swords. To one of these 
swords was doubtless attached the 
golden tassel represented under 
No. 461, which I found near them. 
Probably all these weapons had 
been suspended on a belt of em- 
tio. 4 f.<. broidered work which, has disap- 

A Cold Svvonl ^ 1 

* Sepulchre.!. Size 5 : U. |)Ccll CU. 

• At a distance of hardly more 

thaj Wljl fe loot to the right of the body I found eleven 
bronie swords, of which nine had suffered more or less 
from moisture ; but the other two were pretty well pre- 
served. One of them has the enormous length of* 3 ft. 
2 in., the other of 2 ft. to in. With the swords I found 
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tljc two golden^jSlates reprinted under No. 462, both of 
which have belonged to sword-handles ; tfeat to the left 
having been on the upper part ot the i^pfcjle, to winch 
it was attached with no less than twelve gold pins, of 
which five with large globular heads are still visible. This 
object is so thickly covered with ashes of the funeral fire 
that but little its spiral ornamentation: in intaglio can 
be discerned. The other golden plate has been used as 
the cover of the wooden sword-handle, and it: is perfectly 
similar to those which we passed in review in describing 
the discoveries in the fourth tomb (see Nos. 430* 431). 

I further found with the swords three tubes of gold 



plate, one 12A in. long, another 10A in. long, both con- 
taining remnants of wood, and the third 5J in» long. 
There were also 124 large round gold buttons, plain or 
with splendid intaglio work, two of which are two inches in 
diameter, and four of the size of five-franc pieces; the other 
1 r8 are smaller. Further, six large splendidly-ornamented 
golden buttons in t he form of crosses, three of which are 
3 in. long and i\ in. broad. All these buttons consist 
either of flat pieces of wood covered with gold pfatcs^|j£d 
in this case they have invariably been pasted or soldered 
as embellishments on sword-sheaths or other objects, or 
they are real wood buttons resembling our present shirt- 
studS” arui covered with gold plates, and in this case they 
must have been used on clothes. The magnificently 




X 
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engraved ornamcBjgjgDn of^dboth these kinds of buttons 
can leave no jfeubt ^Svto the: importance attached to them- 
i may add’^Pp in this tomb not only all the cruciform 
gold buttons, but also all the very large round gold 
buttons, have on their lower side a -dat piece of wood. 


m 


m 


m 


m 


A ot», 463-4OO. motive EuUic-axe ana bwoias. bcpulchrc i. cvize i : 4, about. 

body which lay in the middle of the tomb 
v^|y|burid some round leaves of gold with an impressed 
ocru^nentation, and the remnants of a wooden comb. 
With the bpdy at the south end of the sepulchre i found 
fifteen bronze swords, ten of which lav at his feet. Eight 
oi them are ot very lar^e size, and tolerably well preserved. 
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A largb heap* of more of' less broken bronze swords, 
which may have represented more than s ij p ft entire ones, 
was found bn the west side, between the'frailf-mentioned 
body and the middle one: also a few bronze knives and 
lances. Very remarkable is the battle-axe, No. 463, for I 
have never vet found this shape here, but I very frequently 
found it in Troy, and fourteen of them were contained in 
the Tftigjth treasure.* Compared with our present axes, 
this l^fycenein'Asnd the 
T roja^.fcatde^ces have no 
hole ifif 'which the wooden- 
handle could be fixed, and 
thus they had evidently 
been fastened in or on 
the handle instead of the 
handle being fastened in 
them. Some of the swords 
show traces of having been 
gilded ; several of them have 
golden pins at the handle. 

The other weapons shown 
under Nos. 464, 465, and 
466, are short swords. At 
the lower end of No. 465 
are remnants of gold- 
plating* N<i«. 

r . ^ t . JSword-lmtulle, plated with gold, richly on 

1 XOUlt^ With the immfo.L Sopufchr* L Ualf-.vro. 

body at rhe south end of ' 'HfS 

the tortife, the large handle with a fragment of a 'bronze 
sword represented under No. 467. This handle is covered 
with thick gold plate richly ornamented with intaglfb 
which can be well distinguished, though the handle is 
very dirty from the smoke and ashes of the funeral pyre: 
The ornamentation is exactly the same on both sides. In 

4 See ‘Troy ami its Remains,* ]>|>. .5.30, 3.31 . 

X 2 
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the hollow of the handle is still preserv|$$part of the wood 
with which it jwas once filled. • . 

I also foifira with the body at the southern end a large 
quantity of anther beads and five small plain cylinders of 
gold plate (in one of vvliich still sticks a piece of wood), 

ufhich have evidently covered a stick, perhaps a sceptre ; 

further 1 seven large sword-handle knobs of alabaster and 
one of wood, all ornamented with gold 

nails; a small piece of gold in the form of a 
bar of a watch-chain (see No. 468), which 
cannot but have served as a sort of clasp 
to a shoulder-bel t (rcXa/xoh/) ; thirty-se ven 
round gold leaves of various sizes, twenty- 
one fragments of gold leaves, two frag- 

mentary silver vases, a pair of silver tongs 
or tweezers (sec No. 469), and a large vase 
of alabaster, with a mouthpiece of bronze, 
plated with gold. The perforations on three 
sides in the upper part of the body can 
leave no doubt that this vase lias had three 
handles, and the large round hole with four 
small perforations in front show that it has 
had a pipe. In this vase I found thirty-two 
small and three large round gold buttons 
with rich intaglio patterns, as well as two 
gold buttons in th@#%hape of crosses, ^ch 
with two very small golden handles ; further 
% large gold button of conical shape, and a wedge-shaped 
;olden tube. 

fallowing engravings represent three more of those 
iSI gold plates, two of which we have already passed 
iffTtviewin explaining the objects engraved under No. 460. 
'JSfcerc were found twelve of them in all, to the right ami 
left of the body at the northern extremity of the tomb. 
No. 470 represents a lion chasing a stag ; the four feet of 
the former are in a horizontal line to show the great speed 



' ;• -.1^.0*,, 46 ^, it/*). 

A' 'cur|ous Object of 
;vfrqh.l, und Silver 

Toiig's. Sepulchre I. 

ActiW s-i/c. 
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with which he is running; he lias just overtaken the stag, 
which sinks down before him, and his jaws are wide open 
to devour it. The head of the lion, as well as the mane, 
are pretty well represented. On the other hand, the repre- 



No. 470. A Gold Plate, with Intaglio of a Lion chasing a Stag. Sepulchre I. Actual size,' 


sen ration of the stag, which has no horns, is clumsy and 
indistinct; beyond it we see an animal with spines and a 
long fishtail, probably a sea monster. Above the lion are 
represented two long palm-fronds, and below it the crowns 
of two palm-trees and a palm-frond. 



No. 47*. A Gold Plate, with JntagKo of a Lion catching ,1 Stag, Sepulchre I, Actual 


No. 471 represents nearly the same subject: we see 
again a lion running at full speed and catching a stag, 
which is represented with the body turned towards his 
pursuer and with his head in the opposite direction ; he 
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stands on his hindlegs, into which fjioft, with open 
jaws, is just biting. The fore-feet of the stag are uplifted, 
and his lower feet protrude at a right angle from the knee;. 
Just before the uplifted loins of the stag we see the wide- 
open jaws of a large cow- head with two long horns ot the 
fetescent form jand two enormous eyes, to which I call 
particular attention. Between the two large horns we see 
two smaller ones, the space betweeft which is filled with 
small objects in the form of figs : similar objects are seen 
between the small and the large horns. Though the artist 
has given us a front view of the cow-head, yet lie represents 
its jaws in profile. To the right of the cow-head we see 
ftfSppti^g palhi'-ftonds, below which, in the corner to the 
jhe spectator,: is an object which I cannot recog- 
nise; it resembles a bird’s foot. 

The whole scene certainly appears to be symbolic, 
r think there can be no reasonable doubt that the cow- 
head represents Hera Bodpis,* the patron deity of Mycena*, 
and that when, in later times, this goddess received a female 
head, her enormous cow’s eyes alone survived of her former 
cow-shape ; because her sole characteristic epithet /Jowls', 
consecrated as it was by the use of ages, was thenceforward 
indiscriminately used for both goddesses and mortal women 
to designate large eyes. Thus, for example, Clymene, one 
of Helen’s female servants, is called by Homer ox-eyed j 
(jSo&ms). Hera’s representation here, with a double pair 
of horns and the fruits between the four horns, can, I think, 
have no other purpose than to glorify her. I further 
believe that the lion represents the^house of the Pelopids, 
||^,jperhaps Agamemnon himself, and that the stag repre- 
sacrifice offered by the lion (the house of the 
Pefbpids or Agamemnon himself) to die patron deity ol 

* Homer’s ftoioi m 7rdri ta "Ff/jj/, “our lady Hera, with the head of a 
cow;” hence “ cow-faced and then, with large eyes like a cow. or 
“ox-eyed/' 1 (See Note at the end of Chapter l.) 
t //, HI. 144. 
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the town, and tit© open jaws of the \pow-head may have 
the meaning that she benignantly receives the sacrifice. 

The remaining plate (No. 472) represents the same 
spiral ornamentation which we have so 1'reqnently passed 
in review. 

To the reverse side of these wonderful golden plates 
there sticks a good deal of a blackish matter, perhaps a 
sort of cement, which must have served to attach them to 
flat pieces of wood, on each side of which must have been 
one plate. This opinion seems also to be confirmed by 
tlie marks of nails which vve see in the rims of the plates, 



No. 47 Cold --Plate* with a spiral ornamentation in Intaglio. Sepulchre L Actual size. - 


for tiie nails can, of course, only have been used to fasten 
them to a softer substance. 

No. 473 represents the massive golden mask of the 
same body at the north end of the first tomb ;* unfortu- 
nately, the lower part of the forehead has been so much 
pressed upon the eves and the nose, that the face is dis- 
figured, and the features cannot be well distinguished. 
Highly characteristic is the large round head, the eiiprifiaslis 
forehead, and the small mouth with the thin lips. 

In a perfect state of preservation, on the other hand, 
is the massive golden mask of the body at the south end of 


See Vignette to Chapter X., p. 333 . 
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the tomb (No. 474),* Its features are altogether Hellenic 
and I call particular attention to the long thin nose, 
running rn a direct line with the forehead, which is but 
small. The eyes, which are shut, are large, and well 
represented by the eyelids ; very characteristic is also the 
large mouth with its well-proportioned lips. The beard 
also is well represented, and particularly the moustaches, 
whose extremities are turned upwards to a point, in the 
form of crescents.f This circumstance seems to leave 
no doubt that the ancient Myceneans used oil or a sort 
of pomatum in dressing their hair. Both masks are ol 
rcpotissP work, and certainly nobody will for a moment 
doubt that they were intended to represent, the portraits of 
the deceased, whose faces they have covered for ages. 

The question now naturally arises : — have they been 
made in the lifetime, or after the death, of the persons r 
Probably after their death : but then we wonder again how 
the masks can have been made so quickly ; because here, as 
in all hot climates, the dead are buried within twenty-four 
hours after their decease; and this must have been the 
custom here at all times. If Ifomer leaves the bodies of 
Patroclus and Hector for ten or twelve days unburied, it 
was owing to peculiar circumstances; and if they remained 
well preserved, it was that Thetis dropped ambrosia into 
the veins of the former, and Apollo into those of the latter. 
However that may have been witli the bodies before us, 
we are amazed at the skill of the ancient Mycenean gold- 
smiths, who could model the portraits of men in massive 
gold plate, and consequently could. do as much as any 
modern goldsmith would be able to perform. 

--.But this skill of the early Mycenean goldsmiths 
shows a great practice in similar work, and it can leave 
no doubt that they were preceded by a school of artists 


* See Vignette to this Chapter, p. 28 9. 
t “ There is nothing new under the sun,” 
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which had flourished for ages before such work could he 
produced. 

There was further found to the right of the body at 
the north end of the sepulchre the very large gold 
drinking-cup, with one handle, represented under No, 475. 
It is 6 in. in diameter, and as much in height; it has 
a beautiful ornamentation in repousse work, divided by a 
rope-like horizontal band into two compartments. The 
upper one represents a row of arches, founded as it were 



No. 475. Large Cold Cup. Sepulchre T. Size 3 : 7, about. 

on high pilasters of square cut stones, and much resem- 
bling a Roman aqueduct; the lower compartment contains 
a wedge-like ornamentation. 

In the same tomb I found another very large golden 
cup, which likewise has only one large broad handle 
(No. 476). It is 5;; in. in diameter, and is likewise divided 
by a horizontal band into two compartment?, both of 
which are decorated in repousse work with two parallel 
horizontal rows of beautiful spirals. In these occur a 
large number of that curious cross, which is so frequently 
met with in the ruins of Troy, and which is thought 
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to be the symbol of the holy fire, the Arani of the 
Brahmans.* 

large and splendid thick gold goblet found 
here^pjfepfesented under No. 477. It is ornamented in 
repoussS -'work with three lions, which are represented as 
running with great velocity. This goblet represents again 
the • i typo« of all the terra-cotta goblets at Mycenm, with 
but one exception. (See Nos. 83, 84, 88.) The handles of 



No. 476. Tatrgc Gold Cup. -Sepulchre I. Half-size, about. 


all these golden goblets are fastened to, the rim and body 
of the vessels b) gold pins with large flat heads. 

There were further found two golden goblets, one ol 
which is likewise of Thick gold plate^but it is nevertheless 
much crumpled ; it has a beautiful massive handle, of a 
shaflS'wvhich we have repeatedly passed in review' in the 
fourth tomb. , The other gold goblet has an ornamenta- 
tion in rtpoiiis&’ work of two double parallel rope-like 
bands; the upper compartment representing a horizontal 

:>*. See I’roy and its Remains,’ Plate XXIV. Nos. 348, 350, 351. 
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zigzag Hneysmited by-' vertical bands of horizontal strokes 
to the upper double rope-like band. The ornamentation 
has a remarkabfcNrescmblance to the form of the 5 ogive- 
like passages in Mycenae and Tiryns. In this latter goblet 
sticks a very thin and much crumpled smaller golden 
drinking-cup. 

There were also found four silver goblets ; one of them 



No. ,J77. A GvJdeii Oultlol. Sepulchre T. Size 7 : i>, uhviit 


has a handle, bur au ornamentation ; the second is orna- 
mented in repousse work with bands of double lines, which 
terminate at the top in bows. The other two goblets are 
very large, but broken and defaced ; the one, whose sole 
ornamentation is a raised horizontal band, is still filled 
with ashes of the funeral pyre. The second of these is 
ornamented with a number of furrow-like horizontal bands, 
and in it sticks a smaller silver cup. To the bottom of 
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this goblet is still attached one of the pebbles with which 
the bottom of the tomb is strewn. 

There was also found in this first sepulchre, close to 



No- 47S. The top and lower part of a large Silver Vase, from the First Sepulchre. 

Si/e 4 ; 10, about. 

the body in question, a large silver vase, 1 ft. 6 in. deep and 
1 ft. 8 in. in diameter in the body; bur, unfortunately, it 
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had been irt- contact with a saline substance, which had 
converted the silver into deride, in consequence of which 
the vase is broken into many pieces. No. 478 represents 
the upper and the lower part of if, put together. - Its’ whole 


body was ornamented with a 
spirals ; the lower part with 
horizontal parallel Hutings ; 
but it must be distinctly 
understood that we see in 
the engraving only the inner 
side of the lower part. The 
mouth, as well as the band 
marked with strokes on the 
upper part * of the body, 
are plated with copper, and 
the copper had been plated 
with gold. The bottom is 
entirely of copper, pro- 
bably in order to give more 
solidify to the vessel ; very 
likely the rim of this copper 
bottom had also been plated 
with gold. Of this vase, 
therefore, it may be said that 
the early artist endeavoured 
to the utmost to combine 
solidity with splendour. 

There was also found the 


repoussS work of interwoven 



No. 470. 

A large Goblet »•!' Alabaster. Sepulchre 1. 
Size ■] ; S, about. 


large drinking-cup of alabaster represented under No. 479 ; 
it is 1 of in. high, and its form is not unlike our present 
glasses. 

There were further found five plates of gold in the 
form of double eagles, of which 1 represent two under No. 
480 ; all of them are of repousse work, and have exactly 
the same size and shape. The figures of the eagles are true 
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to nature, except for a spiral line which proteins frpp 
their neck ; just below this spiral we $<s$ a long serpent 
aero^cthe bodies of the two eagles; bo#the serpent and 
the spir^ anay have a symbolic meaning. The eagles are 
leaning against each other with their whole body, and even 
with their claws, but arc turning their heads in opposite 



No. 4 So. Double Eagles in Gold Plate. Sepulchre J. Actual .size. 


directions; above the heads we see a long tube, which can 
only have served to draw the ornaments on a string for a 
necklace. 

There were also found five large shield-like disks, and 
a small one, of thin gold plate, with an ornamentation in 
repoussf work, representing in the centre a star, and around 
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i^. wkhj^ border-, two Rouble circles of points, an 
olltamettlition of spirals (see No. 481). Further, two 
whorl- shaped, hollow objects of gold, which fit together, 
but whose use is unknown to, us. Perfect 1 ) similar: objects 
have been represented under Nos. 425 and 426.* tardier, 
a fragmentary silver vase, with the beautiful golden mouth- 
piece (No. 48 2) and the golden handle (No. 483); both 



No. 481. (laid idiittu, with a pattern i ixrqfawsse work. Sepulchre 1 , Actual sue. 


li;iv ing an ornamentation of repousse work. In tire mouth- 
piece we see the six perforations by which it was fastened 
with pins to the neck of the silver vase, of which we see a 
fragment still attached to the handle. There were farther 
found two fragmentary plain silver vases, of one of which 
the lower half is preserved: also a fragmentary si her 
vase, -with a copper bottom and mouthpiece, which latter 


Sec dOS. 
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•may have probably been plated with gold. : A lsety a l&jke 
fragmentary silver vase, with^a repousse work or sptraft ; 



No. 483, Golden Mouthpiece of a Vase. Sevmlchrc t. Size «; : 7. about, 

and two large disks of copper, plated with silver, which 
probably belong to silver vases. 

From the same tomb came 
the small cylinder of gold plate 
(No, 484), which is profusely 
covered with intaglio work, and 
still contains a piece of charred 
wood, to which, the cylinder 
was attached below with three 
gold pins ; one of these can 
still be seen to the right of the 
spectator. If we look from the 
top of the cylinder downward, 
we see that its upper part is divided by horizontal bands 
of three or four lines into four compartments, of which 
the upper one has an ornamentation of small concentric 



No. 483. 

Golden V.tM.-hainllo. 
Sepulchre I. Actual size. 
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circles* |hc second of vertical* .strokes, the third again of 
coiifen triced rcles, and the fourth of vertical strokes ; on 
both sides of this fourth compartment: were golden pins, of 
which the one to the right is Still in jts place. The space 
below is di\ided by vertical bands into three compartments, 
of which those to the right and left are tilled with an orna- 
mentation'' of spirals, and the middle one with a tree-like 
band, from the top of which project, to the right and left, 
branch-like spirals forming circles, in 
which we again see small spirals: the 
remaining space is tilled up with spirals 
and closely joined wedge-like ornaments. 

Thus we see on this cylinder not: the 
tenth part of an inch unornamented. 

Inclusive of the gold buttons alreadv 
mentioned, there were found in this first 
tomb in all 340 such buttons, from most 
of which the wooden mould has disap- 
peared, so that only the gold plates re- 
main. Of these, eighty-four are plain 
and without any ornamentation ; namely, 
thirty-five very large ones, being 2 in. 
in diameter, thirty-six of a less size, 
measuring 1 £ in. in diameter, and thirteen 
small ones, measuring 1 inch or less. 

The remaining 256 gold buttons are 
ornamented with intaglio work. The total number consists 
of thirteen very large ones ot 2 in. in diameter, thirtv-mne 
of about ih in. and 194 of 1 in. or less, and eight: large 
and two smaller ones, in form of crosses : making in all 
ten cross-shaped buttons, all of which have retained their 
wooden moulds. As before-mentioned, two of the cross- 
like buttons have each two small gold handles. Not to 
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Owing to the ashes and smoke with which the cylinder is 
covered, the upper row ot circles did not appear m the photograph* 
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fatigue the reader, I give no, engravings of the plain buttons, 
and even of the richly ornamented ones I reprfent ijnikhe 
accompanying plates only those whose ornamentation shows 
a variance from thaj: of the types of the buttons of the 
Four tn Tomb. The reader may therefore take it for 
granted that, of the large buttons of this First Tomb, those 
represented under Nos. 485-49 1 are the only dues whose 
ornamentation exhibits new types. 

On No. 4.85, we see around three concentric circles, and 
within a border of two circles, a star-like ornament with 
curved sides and obtuse points, each of the latter containing 
a small circle, the space between each curve and the border 
being filled up by a crescent and a small circle. In 486 we 
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see six concentric circles around a magnificent central orna- 
mentation of spirals of a new form; in the bordereau un- 
interrupted row of a sign which resembles the letter koppa. 

In No. 487, we see in the centre two spirals standing 
opposite each other, and surrounded by five concentric 
circles, then by an ornamentation of four signs in the form 
of a cornucopia, and by four circles, which form the border. 
In the following button (No. 488) we see in the middle a 
figure approaching the oval form, within which are spirals 
impossible to describe, the remaining space being filled up 
by a small border and a large number of curved lines and 
two signs resembling hand-saws, with handles of a spiral 
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Of the small buttons, i represent the new types under 
Nos. 492-499 and 50.1-51 2. I have added a couple of those 
whose patterns the reader lias seen before, because 9^ 
superior beauty. In No. 492 we see, within a small border 
of two circles, a flower-like' ornament, with three inner and 
three outer- circles ; in No. 493, within a border with round 
or square signs, a spiral in the form of a serpent ; in No. 
494, two concentric denticulated circles; in No. 495, a 
spiral ornament, which very frequently occurs both here 
and at Troy; in No. 496, we see two concentric circles of 
smalt triangles ; in No. 497, we again see a flower. No. 
498 is a massive gold button, and represents as beautiful 
flower ; it is perforated, and it may be that it never served 
as a button, but as a lid of a small golden can or bottle. 

In No. 499, we recognise the shape of a beautiful flower 
with two denticulated circles; No. 501 represents the very 
same ornament as No. 495 ; No. 50a and No. 503 repre- 
sent flowers. The ornamentation of No. 504 is difficult to 
describe; if we turn the figure to the right it resembles the 
bust of a man ; in No. 505, wc see two spirals of a new shape ; 
in No. 506 again a flower. No. 507 exhibits a treble pj-jk 
with the arms converted into spirals, each of them termi- 
nating in a round point, which is joined by a stroke to the 
usual points, the marks of the four nails. No. 508 luif no ; 
other ornament than four concentric circles; in No. 5 0 ( > ■> 
we see only a single pj~J, with curved arms and the marks' 
of the four nails; No. 510 exhibits an ornamentation 
resembling three knives with handles m the form of 
spirals; No. 511 is identical with No. 501; and finally 
No. 512 shows ns a figure similar to that of No. 507, with 
the sole difference that it is here but single and there 
treble. 

Of the ten large cross-like burtons I give the engraving, 
under No. 500, of the only new pattern. As with the 
cross-like buttons of the fourth tomb, the wooden moulds-, '■ 
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beneath the gold plates of the ten buttons have exactly the 
same intaglio • ornamentation which we see on the latter, 
and there can consequently be no doubt that the intaglio 
work was made. wj$m • ; tbe;-;gbl(l plate was already fastened on 
the wooden buttons, and that the engraving made/on the 
former was reproduced on the latter by the pressure of the 
artist’s hand. The ornamentation of the cross-like button, 
No. 500, is as follows : it has at each acute angle of, the 
lozenge three and at each obtuse angle two globular pro- 
jections ornamented with concentric circles, and in the 
interior lozenge two spirals in the form of omegas standing 
opposite each other ; the four angles being Idled Nip by 
small circles. 

Of the other cross-like buttons, not sufficiently different 
to require engraving* we have the following patterns. One 
has at each angle three globular projections, but the orna- 
mentation consists solely of circles, which stand together, 
forming flowers. On another large button there are only two 
globular projections at each corner, and the lozenge has a 
broad border filled with an uninterrupted row of small circles; 
in the centre we see a double circle filled wit h spirals, of the 
form we have so frequently passed in review; the remaining 
space in each acute angle being filled up with an omega - like 
spiral and three small figures similar to those in No. gate 
identical with this is the ornamentation of another cross- 
like button, with the sole difference that its border is 
wider and that, instead of the sign in No. 500, it has only 
one small circle in each acute angle of the interior lozenge. 

I have no observations to make on the other cross-buttons, 
for their patterns are perfectly similar to those already 
represented. 

In the same sepulchre I found the broad golden 
ribbons represented under Nos. 513-518, with a magni- 
ficent ornamentation in repousse week, s 

There was also found a round gold plate, having? in its 
centre a star, surrounded by three concentric circles, a 
circular row of small spiral ornaments, and a border of 
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three circles. Also another double gold plate, which has 
probably formed a cylinder. 



Of' objects of gold there were further found in this 
tomb two ornaments for greaves {Kinyi of which I 
represent one under No. 519. It consists of an upper 
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golden band, terminating in a ring which must have served 
to attach it to a button, anil a lower golden band, broad 
in the middle and gradually diminishing in breadth towards 
the two extremities, which has served to fasten the greave 
round the thigh. There is no ornamentation on the upper 
band, where we see only a thicker tube-like gold plate, 
which, being soldered to the rim of the ring, becomes 
gradually smaller, and is fastened with 
small pins to the lower end ol the 
upper band, which it is intended to 
make more solid. The lower hori- 
zontal band is decorated with repousse 
work, showing in the middle three 
ornaments, composed of treble con- 
centric circles of protruding points, 
and at each end a branch with leaves. 

I have further to mention among 
the objects found in this tomb the 
three tubes of bone, Nos. 520, 5 a t , 
and 522, and the two bone buttons. 

Nos. 523 and 524, the latter still 
having a fragment of rite bone-stick, 
which must have served as a svringe- 
handle in the three tubes, which have 
undoubtedly been fastened together. 

We therefore have here in all proba- 
bility an ancient Mycenean clystcr- 

! >'!*;• 

The object, No. 5 25, is a thick flat 
piece of ivory, and may have served as 
handle to an ornamental dagger. The upper rounded end 
is slightly concave, and we see engraved on it a double 
concentric circle with that beautiful type of spiral orna- 
mentation which so often occurs here. Below it are four 
treble concentric circles and a band of three horizontal 
lines. 
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The object, No. 5 z6, .in the form of a horse-shoe, 
is, according tt^Professor Landerer, of Egyptian porce- 
lain, which has been rubbed with a lead-glazing before 
being put into the oven ; by this process it. has got a 
glancing greenish colour. On the reverse side it is hollow, 
and must therefore have been fastened on something 
else. All the objects now described have evidently been 
much exposed to the funeral fire. 

This tomb contained a vast quantity of fragments both 
of beautiful Hand-made and wheel-made pottery. Among 
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the former, particular attention is claimed by the goblets of' 
the usual Mycenean type, but of a light greenish colour, 
with black spiral ornaments; also, the much larger black 
goblets with a large hollow loot and deep horizontal 
furrows in the middle ; timber, the splendidly-fashioned 
small monochromatic lustrous red or black vases, whose 
fabrication is far superior to any painted wheel-made vases 
to be found here: further, the light green vases with black 
spirals, likewise, hand-made ; these vases are rather rudely 
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made, and their painted c^namentation is still ruder. 
1 found fragments of t he last-named prases in all the 
tombs, and also among the stones of the Cyclopean walls 
on Mount Kuboea. Of the painted wheel-made vases 
the most interesting are those with a dark red ornamen- 
tation on a light: red or yellow dead ground, of which l 
represent a specimen under No. 527. 

Of large copper vessels 1 found in this tomb only seven, 
all of which stood on the west side; one of them, a kt'firjs 
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\oerpo / voo9, or kettle for heating water for the bath, like the 
one already represented (No. 438, p. 275.) It has three 
vertical handles, and measures 22 in. in diameter. There is 
another smaller one of the same form and also with three 
vertical handles, and three of the same shape with only two 
handles *, also two enormous cans with two handles, of 
which the one joins the rim to the both, while the other is 
fastened below. As perfectly -‘similar cans, found in the 
fourth tomb, have been already represented, I abstain from 
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giving any more engravings <jf them. (See Nos. 436, 437, 
pp. 274, 275.) M’ 

I may further Mention the copper bottom of a vessel ; 
ami, among other objects, a marble disk which may have 
served as the bottom to a vase of alabaster, and a large 
whetstone of very fine sandstone; also 16 flat quadrangular 
pieces of bone, ha\ing at each end two perforations; they 
are 1 { !> in. Jong and { 7 _ 2 in. broad, and must have served 
somehow as ornaments, probably on horse-trappings. 
Especially characteristic of this torn!) was the large quantity 
ot wood it contained. Besides a number of half-burnt 
pieces of wood of the funeral fires, I found there a piece of 
cypress-wood, 9 in. long and 4 A in. broad, which had not 
been touched by the lire, though apparently it had been on 
the pyre. There was also collected in this tomb a very 
large - quantity of cloven wooden instruments or handle^ 
and three lids of wooden boxes, as well as remnants of 
sword-sheaths or domestic utensils. 

Perhaps still more important and interesting than all 
the jewels found in this tomb was a small quadrangular 
wooden box (rap^r/f), of which I picked up two sides, on 
each of which are carv ed in relief a lion and a dog. vSmall 
as these sculptures are, they are nevertheless of capital 
interest to science, because they prove to us that the art of 
carving in wood flourished in the mythic heroic age. 

When first taken out of the grave all this wood was 
moist and soft like a sponge, but it is now dry, and I hope 
that with proper care it can be preserved. There were also 
found many larger and smaller pieces of cork, several of 
them with a curved border, from which 1 conclude that all 
must have belonged to shields; otherwise their use is quite 
inexplicable. Food seems also to have been deposited 
with the three bodies of this tomb, for 1 gathered in it a 
large quantity of oyster-shelly and among them several un- 
opened oysters. \ very large number of boars’ teeth were 
also found. 
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1 bscussion of the identity of the five tombs with those mentioned, by 
Pausanias as the tombs of Agamemnon and his Companions 
Opinions of scholars about the Trojan War The ancients unani- 
mous for its reality The author’s faith in the traditions led to 

Ins discovery of Troy and of the five Royal Tombs at M yeena 

The civilisation of Mycente higher than that of Troy - d he pottery 
of both very primitive--- Alphabetic writing known at I hoy, but not 
at Myceiue - -The different civilisations may have been contempo- 
raneous- - The appearances in the tombs prove the simultaneous 

# Described on p. 311. 1 . call particular attention to the (act that 
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< lea th of those interred, certainly in each tomb, and probably in all 
the five .sepulchre's - Monuments 

re] )ea fedly pla.ce^^v^r them — N'o tombs between the two circular 
rows #^tehtthgiM)s which foVmed the enclosure of the Agora and 
its benches — Agoni probably erected when the tombstones were 
renewed,, awl the altar built over the fourth tomb, under the 
intUrehce of the enthusiasm created by the Rhapsodi.sts — These 
nioriutnents buried in the course of time, but the memory of the 
site' was fresh by tradition long after the destruction of the new city 
of Mycente — Testimony of JPausanias — The enormous treasures 
prove the sepulchres to be royal y but royally at Mycenre ended w ith 
I lie Dorian in vasion — This must have been much earlier than the 
received date, 1104 n.c, --An objection answered -- Honours paid 
to the jremains of murdered [nam es even by their murderers - 
(Aistom of 1 jurying the dead with their treasures "Hie sejuilchra ! 
treasure of Palestrina — ■ The sepulchre ofNiiocris at Puhvlon 
Case of Pyrrhus and the royal sepulchres at /Kg ex — The sepulchre 
at Covneto. 

II avijjp- in the preceding pages described the live great 
sepulchres and the treasures contained in them, 1 now pro- 
ceed to discuss the question, whether it is possible to 
identify these sepulchres with the tombs which Pausanias, 
following the tradition, attributes to Agamemnon, to 
Cassandra, to Eurymcdon, and to their companions. 

The Trojan war has for a long time past, been regarded 
by many eminent scholars as a myth, of which, however, 
they vainly endeavoured to find the origin in the Rig- 
Yedas. But in all antiquity tile siege and conquest of 
Ilium by the Greek army under Agamemnon was con- 
sidered as an undoubted historical fact, and as such it is 
accepted by the great authority of Thucydides.* The 
tradition has even retained the memory of many details of 
that war which had been omitted by Homer. For my 
part, I have always firmly believed in the Trojan war; my 
full faith in Iiomer and in the tradition has never been 
shaken by modern criticism, rod to this faith of mine I am 
indebted for the discovery of Troy and its Treasure. 

* Thucyd; I. 8-io. 
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However, the want of ornamentation on the Trojan 
jewels, the hand-made uncoloured pott$^ with impressed 
or engraved ornamentation, and, finally, tlic want, of iron 
and glass, convinced me that the ruins of Troy belong to 
such a remote antiquity, as to precede by ages the ruins of 
Mvcena\ the date of winch I thought 1 could lix by the 
result of the 34 shafts which I sank in the Acropolis in 
February 1874. 1 therefore believed that Homer had only 

known the siege and destruction of Troy from an ancient 
tradition commemorated by preceding poets, and that; for 
favours received, lie introduced his contemporaries as actors 
in his great tragedy. But 1 never doubted that a king of 
Mycenay by name Agamemnon, his charioteer Kuryimv 
don, a Princess (Cassandra, and their followers had been 
treacherously murdered either by iKgisthus at a banquet, 
“ like an ox at the manger/' as Homer* says, or in the 
bath bv Civ remnestra, as the later tragic poets represent;! 
and 1 iinnlv believed in the statement of Pausanias.J that 
the murdered persons had been interred in the Acropolis, 
dithering in this respect, as I have said before, from Leake, 
Dodwell, O. Muller, P. Curtins, Prokesch, and other 
travellers in the Peloponnesus, who had all misunder- 
stood the statement of Pausanias, and thought that Ire 
meant the murdered persons to have been buried in the 
lower town. 

M v firm faith in the traditions made me undertake mv 
late excavations in the Acropolis, and led to the discovery 
of the five tombs, with their immense treasures. Although 
I found in these tombs a very high civilisation, from a tech- 
nical point of view, yet, as in Ilium, I found there only 
hand-made or most ancient wheel-made pottery, and no iron. 
Further, writing was known in Troy, for I found there a 
number of short inscriptions, in very ancient Cypriote 

* 0 <fyss. IV. 530-535, and XU 409-4TT. 

t /Kschylus, Agamemnon* ) 438 ; .Euripides, Orestes , 26. 

t Fans. 'll. 16 j 6. 
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characters ; and, so tar as wc can judge, in a language 
which is essentially the same as Greek ; * whereas we liave 
the certainty now that the alphabet was unknown in 
Mycenax Had it been known, the Mycenean goldsmiths, 
who were always endeavouring to invent some new 
ornamentation, would have joyfully availed themselves 
of the novelty to introduce the strange characters in 
their decoration. Besides, in the remote antiquity, to 
which the Homeric rhapsodies and the tradition of the 
Mycenean tombs refer, there was as yet no commercial 
intercourse. Nobody travelled, except on warlike or pira- 
tical expeditions. Thus there may have been a very 
high civilisation at Mycemr, while at the very same time 
the arts were only in their first dawn in Troy, and 
writing with Cypriote characters may have been in use in 
"Troy more than 1000 years before any alphabet was known 
in Greece. 

I have not the slightest: objection to admit that the 
tradition which assigns the tombs in the Acropolis to 
Agamemnon and his companions, who on their return from 
Ilium were treacherously murdered by Clytemnestra or 
her paramour Msgisthus, may be perfectly correct and 
faithful. I am bound to admit this so much the more, as 
we liave the certainty that, to say the least, all the bodies 
i iv each tomb had been buried simultaneously. The 
calcined pebbles below each of them, the marks of the fire 
to the right and left on the internal walls of the tombs, 
the undisturbed state of the ashes and the charred wood 
on and around the bodies, give us the most unmistakable 
proofs of this facts Owing to the enormous depths of these 
sepulchres, and the close proximity of the bodies to each 
other, it: is quite impossible that three or even five funeral 
piles could have been dress'd at different intervals of time 
in the same tomb. 


' See 1 Troy and its Remains,’ ]>p. 365-372. 
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The identity of the mode of burial, the perfect similarity 
of all the tomb's, their very close proximity, the impossi- 
bility of admitting that three or even five royal personages 
of immeasurable wealth, who had died a natural death at 
long intervals of time, should have been huddled together 
in the same tornb, and, finally, the great resemblance of ail 
the ornaments, which show exactly the same style of art 
and the same epoch- — all these facts are so many proofs that 
all the twelve men, three women, and perhaps two or three 
children, had been murdered simultaneously and burned at 
the same time. 

The veracity of the tradition seems further to be 
('on firmed by the deep veneration which the Mvccneans 
and in fact the inhabitants of the whole Argolid, have 
always shown for these live sepulchres. The funeral pyres 
were not vet extinguished when thev were covered wirh a 
layer of clay, and then with a layer of pebbles, on which 
the earth was thrown at once. To this circumstance 
chiefly are we indebted for the preservation of so large a 
quantity of wood and the comparatively good preservation 
of the bodies; for in no instance were the bones consumed 
by the lire, and on several bodies, which were cov ered with 
golden masks and thick breast-plates, even much of the 
flesh had remained. The site of each tomb was marked 
by tombstones, and when these had been covered by the 
dust of ages and had disappeared, fresh tombstones were 
erected on the new level, but precisely over the spot where 
the ancient memorials lay buried. Only on the large 
fourth sepulchre with the five bodies, instead of new tomb- 
stones, a sacrificial altar of almost circular form was built. 

As before explained, the first: tomb had, according to 
all appearance, been originally decorated with a large 
monument, from which came the three tombstones with 
the bas-reliefs, and these sculptured tombstones must have 
been taken out and erected on the new^level. 

Before proceeding to what 1 have further to say of 
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the Agora, I must here add to the discussion opened in 
Chapter V. the testimony of Ilomer himself to the form 
and use of the Agonftin the heroic age. In that beautiful 
passage in which he depicts the trial of a suit, as repre- 
sented on the Shield of Achilles, he expressly describes the 
Agora as a sacred circle , with the elders silting round it on 
polished stones , or — as we may now venture to translate — on 
smoothed slabs, like those in the Acropolis of Mycenae: — * 

“ ttut the townsmen, all assembled 
In the forum, thronging stood; 

For a strife of twain had risen. 

Suing on a tine of blood. 

All was paid, the first protested, 

Pleading well to move the crowd ; 

Nought was had, upheld the second : 

Each to obey an umpire vowed ; 

And the hearers, as they sided 

'Phis or that way, cheered aloud : 

And the heralds ordered silence; 

And, on chairs of polished stone. 

Ranged in turner aide circle 

Sate the Elders. One by one 
Each the clear-toned herald’s sceptre 
Took, and standing forth alone 
Spake his mind. Two golden talents 
T Fay before them, to requite 

Only him, among the judges, 

Straightliest who should judge the right. - ’ 


* Iliad, XVI If. 497- 508: 

A a o l 5 ' eiv ay op fj 1 arav a0p<foi ' ev6a i/e?K»v 
copwpei * Svo 8’ &v8pes eVcumjy CLvena Trniviis 
avhph't arrotp6Ljj.fi'tiv. f O fOv <0‘X f T 0 tt avr arroSovi/ai, 

Of} [.Up 7T l(paV(TKU>V, t} 5’ CLVOLlVerO /LirjOfV cA t(r9cu ■ 

6.p<poo 5’ U<tQt}v eVl laropL irrSpap IXerrQcu. 

A aul 5 ’ ajiuportpoLfnv 0077 rvoi\ kptp\s apeoyoi • 

K7]p vices $’ &pa A a<V lpv l rvai\ Ot St ytpovres 
e'lar’ err l £errrotfri KiQoi v i f /> (f Ivl nine \a\ 

(TKrj-rrrpa Se KYjpvKtav ev X*f ,<T ' *-X ov vepo<f>u-i'a>v • 

TmatvdireiT 1 i}^.ooi' t apoif:l7}8\s 5* 81kcl(ov. 
kClto 5’ a/) 1 tv pen noun 8va> xp^crctio rakax>ra 
rip 5o,uo' hs peril roTcri Si'ktjv lOvvrara efiroi. 

Tlie translation is by Mr. Gladstone, in the Contemporary Review 
for February, 1874. 
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What reader can follow this vivid picture, in the light 
furnished by my discovery of the Agora at Mycenae 
without feeling that the poet had' often witnessed such a 
scene, perhaps on this very spot ? 

I Tomer makes the Trojan Agora, the assembly of all 
the people ; old and young, with the elders, meet in the 
citadel of Ilium, at the gates of Priam.* 

[n several passages of the Odyssey lie describes the 
Agora of the Phmacians, which was also in the citadel, near 
the port. Hither the people were led by Alcinous, to 
hear the wonderful adventures of Ulysses, and they also 
u coming, seated then selves near on polished si ones (or 
smoothed slabs) ; and the spaces of the Agora and the seats 
were quickly filled by the thronging people.” f 

To complete the parallel, this Phavician Agora (that is, 
its circular enclosure) was “ fitted together with stones 
dragged to their places and sunk in the ground,”* like the 
slabs of the Agora at Mycciur ; and it surrounded “ a 
beautiful Posideum,” which we must naturally suppose to 
"have been a small open sanctuary in the centre of the 
Agora.!' 

I may add, as a proof of the great importance of the 
Agora in the civic life of the Heroic age. that its absence 

* //. II. 788-9; VI 1 . .445-6; where «yo fm is the assrwf>fy, (Void 
which flu: place of meeting took its name ; uyo pa, from the verb aya/j r»>. 
li assemble/’ 

1 Otfj’ss. VIII. .4-7, and 16, 17 

TOilTLV 8' riyejLUJt’C v' UpoV fU'VOS *AA KIVQ010 
(part]fcoov ayoprii'5\ f) atjuv reap a vt)v(t\ tet vkto, 
iK\)oVT 6 9 SI HU t 7T l (nr to t <r l A 1 0 oicr l v 

TrKrpTiov 

" i KapiruXif.Kas 5' t/uarAip-'ru ftporevv ay op ax rt KOI t'opai 

c xypOfxzvwi', 

;j; Qtfyss. VI. 266-7 

tvtia 5c rf <r<y ayopi). KaKav ^6<Tt54^ : P^ , au<p!\\ 
p v r oicr iv Aaecr cr 1 k ar co p v x * f <r cr’ [a p a p ul a. 
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among the Cyclopes is cited by Hbrrier to characterize 
their barbarous state/ m . 

I at first t bought ^mat every one of the large slabs of 
the circular double parallel row, which forms the enclosure 
of the Agora and its benches was a tombstone, and 
marked a grave; but this could not be the case. There 
are no real tombs either between the two parallel rows or 
on either side of them. The twelve quadrangular tomb-like 
recesses which form part of the enclosure of the Agora on 
the north side, have turned out to be nothing else than small 
reservoirs or cisterns. They were filled with household 
remains and bones of animals. At all events the Agora 
appears to have been erected in honour of those who 
were buried in the five sepulchres, but evidently at a later 
period, though undoubtedly centuries before the capture of 
Mycelial by the Argives. I infer this from the irregular 
and careless architecture of the Cyclopean wall which 
supports the double parallel row in the lower part of the 
Acropolis, and from the number of slabs which it contains 
resembling those of that: enclosure. 

As a further proof, I may mention that between the 
stones of this wall, as well as between the two double 
circular rows of slabs which form the enclosure and 
benches of the Agora, and in the tomb-shaped cisterns, I 
find only fragments of the usual Mycenean pottery, and no 
trace of that: ancient hand-made and wheel-made [lottery 
which is found in the royal tombs. I think, it therefore 
highly probable that the erection ot the Agora coincides 
with the renewal of the tombstones on the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 
and $th tombs, and the erection of the sacrificial altar on 
the 4th tomb ; and that this renewal was occasioned by 
the immense enthusiasm which the Rhapsodists, who went 
from house to house chanting the Homeric hymns, roused 

* Q(/yss, IX, 112 : — -Toiaiv 5 ’ ovr ay q pal fiouAi]<pbpoi ouSe Qe/xlares, 
“But they have neither assejpb’m for council nor laws ” — each ruling apart in his 
own family. 
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among the people for the - heroes of the Iliad and the 
Odyssey. Very likely the glorious gets of the king of men, 
Agamemnon, and his co m pan ion sftjk re frequently chanted 
here in the Agora on their very sepulchres. I may here 
observe that while the whole Acropolis is covered with 
remnants of Cyclopean house-walls, I found no trace 
whatever of any prehistoric building within the sacred 
precincts of the circular Agora. 

B.ut, nevertheless, the accumulation of debris con- 
tinued, and in the course of time the new tombstones, as 
well as the Agora itself, were buried and disappeared, while 
the site of the tombs remained always fresh in the memory 
of the inhabitants. I think, however, we may consider it 
as perfectly certain that the Agora continued to serve for 
the National Assembly until the capture of Mvccnm by 
the Argives (468 n.e.), because not only were the Mv- 
cencans attached to those sacred precincts by the most- 
glorious and most affectionate reminiscences, but also 
because the Agora was the most imposing and most, beau- 
tiful situation in the whole city, whence the Assembly 
overlooked not only the whole lower city, but also the 
whole plain, with Argos, Tiryns, Nauplia, as well as the 
splendid Gulf of Nauplia. It; is therefore equal! v certain 
that until 468 n.c. the Agora was kept clean, and that the 
accumulation in it only began alter the Vlyccneans had 
been forced to emigrate. I think 1 have pro\ed by the 
passages in Euripides'* that: this poet must necessarily have 
visited Mvcciur; for he was fully acquainted with the 
peculiar architecture of its Cyclopean walls, lie perfectly 
knew tiie Agora in the Acropolis, and he was well aware 
that close to it was the building, laid bare by my spade, 
to which tradition pointed as the ancient Royal Palace, 


* Iphip. Ten in 845; Jphig. An!. 15 2 and 1498-1449; /Aw///. 
Furens , 9441 Orest. 1246 47 ; Troad, 1088 ; Fdretni , 7 10--7 1 1 and 
1158. Sec Chapter II., pp. 37-38. 
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To the above testimony might also be added the passage 
where the messenger says to Orestes, “ Even if thou earnest 
within the walls (the Alropolis) thou wouldst not be able” 
(to kill Acgisthus)*; further, the passage where the mes- 
senger says of a person that lie u seldom comes to the city 
(Mycenae) and to the circle of the Agora.” j 

From the former of these passages we also infer that 
Euripides knew the Palace of Aegisthus to be in the 
Acropolis, and from the latter we have an additional proof 
that he knew the Agora to be of circular form. I think 
we might, as a further proof of Euripides’ acquaintance 
with Mycena', also adduce the passage: “ I see the people 
go and sit down 011 the height (no doubt the Acropolis) 
where, as tradition goes, Danaus first assembled the people on 
common scats when he was brought to trial for the offence 
against Aegyptus/’J Mr. Newton thinks that the poet 
speaks here of Argos, and so it certainly appears by the 
names of Aegyptus and Danaus, of whose visit to Myeenas 
there is no tradition ; besides, the walls of the Acropolis 
of Argos were attributed to Danaus. But after reading all 
that precedes, 1 think the passage can only refer to the 
Acropolis of Mycenae However that may be, at all events 
the passage gives us an additional proof that: the people 
ware sifting in the Agora. 

It is impossible to say how many years after its capture 
by the Argives (468 ice.) Mycemu was visited by Euripides, 
who was born in 480 and died in 402 r.c. But the 
particulars he gives us of the Agora, as well as his allusions 
to the royal palace, seem to leave no doubt that he saw 
these monuments, and that consequently they were not yet 
totally buried in the debris when he visited the Acropolis. 

* Elect. 615 : rtiyitov thOvn' tyros a ufiey txv friHvo is, 

t Chest. 9 I 9 : oArydnn darv fcuyopus xpaivuiv kvkAov. 

‘ r Orest. 87 l— a * 0 dxAou HTtixovra ku\ 0 darcroyr' liKpav 

oil ((iaf.ri npcoray Aaraoy hlyvirnp oIkus 
fiiodyr' dtfpoifrai ActiV tiv Koiyds 'ifipas. 
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On the other hand, my excavations have proved that the 
Agora was already covered by a deep accumulation of 
debris when the later Greek city was built on its top, and 
for the various reasons I have adduced* there can be 
no doubt that the new' settlement was founded about 
400 k.c. But as all the debris which covered the Agora 
must necessarily have been washed down by the rain from 
the five upper natural or artificial terraces of the steep 
mount of the Acropolis, we are led to the conclusion that 
Euripides visited Myceme in his younger years, and thus 
shortly after the city’s capture, for otherwise the enormous 
accumulation of debris in about 400 n.c. wotdd be alto- 
gether i nexplainable. 

But though buried deep below the new city, the 
precise site of each tomb was perfectly remembered by the 
inhabitants of the Argolid. After an existence of about 
aoo years, the new city was, for some cause or other, again 
and finally abandoned. But still the tradition remained so 
fresh, that nearly 400 years after the destruction of the 
new town the exact place of each tomb was shown to 
Pausanias. Nay, the interest which the inhabitants of the 
Peloponnesus felt in the sepulchres was still so great 
sixteen or eighteen centuries after the tragic event, that, as 
Pausanias states, the Lacedaemonians of Arnycla; disputed 
with Mycenae the honour of having Cassandra's tomb, 
which they thought they possessed in their own city. At 
all events, Pausaniasf says that the Amycleans had in their 
village the sanctuary and the statue of Alexandra, whom 
they identified with Cassandra. 

The five tombs of Mycenae, or at least three of them, 
contained such enormous treasures, that they cannot but 
have belonged to members of the royal family. But the 
period of the kings of Mycenat belongs to a very remote 
antiquity. Royalty ceased there at the Dorian invasion, the 


* Chapter III., p. 63. 


t Pans. III. 1 9, § 6. 
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date of which has always been fixed at 1104 ilc. Thucy- 
dides says that it took place eighty years after the war 
of Troy, which has been hitherto supposed to have ended 
in 1184 ilc. But, in agreement with all archaeologists, I 
hold to the conclusion that, on the evidence of the monu- 
ments of Troy, the capture and the destruction of that 
city, and consequently also the Dorian invasion, must have 
occurred at: a much earlier date. 

It has been objected that the five sepulchres cannot: 
possibly contain the bodies of Agamemnon, Eurymedon, 
Cassandra, and their followers, for the reason that: they were 
killed by their enemies, /Egisthus and Clytemnestra, who 
had usurped the power, and who would neither have buried 
them nor have permitted them to be buried with immense 
t reasures. But this objection falls to the ground before the 
testimony yf Homer, -that even he who killed his enemy 
burned him in his full armour, with all his weapons. Thus, 
for example, Andromache says to Hector:'*' 

. . . “ Either 1 have none, 

Nor honoured mother; for divine Achilles 
My father slew, and sacked Ciheian Thebes, 

Fair-peopled city of the lofty gates. 

Yet stript he not Eetion of his arms, 

'Th r o 1.1 g h 1 1 1 e re s t; r; 1 i n t o f a relay tons a w c . 

But. burning him with alf his panoply, 

Heaped high his tomb/ 1 1. C. \Y linarr, 

Thar it: was the custom in the heroic age to bury the 
dead with those objects which had been dear to them in 
life, is further proved by Homer, where the soul of 
Elpenor begs Ulysses to bury his body with his weapons, 

//. Vf. 413-419 : — 

. . . OVVJS fJLol ion 7TUT7Jf) KCU TToTVlOL / AT}TVip . 

tfrot ya.fi narip 7 u,p or ait i a rave 5 Toy 1 A A A(vs f 
e/c 5e r.6,\iu 7r eptrer KiAikuci' (VvaKrdwoar^ 
vxpirrv.Aai' ' Kara S' (KTavtr 'Heriuora 
oooe pit- i^t-rdpt^ ’ n (ft do out o yap roye Ovli£ ‘ 
a A A’ &\>a ini 1 >i'a t e k ?; (■ ovv tc ran SaiSaAtonnr, 
r/5' tVi o op t 
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and to erect a mound over him.* My esteemed friend 
Professor Semiteles reminds me that Ajax, in the tragedy 
of Sophocles, prays to be buried with his arrns.f 

It would therefore appear that, in burying the fifteen 
royal personages with immense treasures, the murderers 
merely acted according to an ancient custom, and con- 
sequently only fulfilled a sacred duty. 

On the other hand, the usage of the age appears to 
have left the murderers at full liberty regarding the form 
of the sepulchres and the mode of the burial, which were 
consequently as ignominious as possible. The graves were 
merely deep irregular quadrangular holes, into which the 
royal victims were huddled by three and even by five, and 
on the bottom of which they were burnt, but each sepa- 
rately, so that their bones might not be mixed together. 

I perfectly share Mr. Newton's opinion, ghat all the 
five immense and mannilicent. Treasuries in the lower city 
and in the suburb must necessarily be more ancient than 
the live royal tombs in the Acropolis; and if we reflect that, 
princes, who used such magnificent underground palaces as 
storehouses of their wealth, should have been huddled away 
like impure animals into miserable holes, we find in this 
ignominious burial alone a powerful argument, in favour of 
the veracity of the tradition which points to these sepul- 
chres as those of the king of men, Agamemnon, and Ins 
companions, who on their return from I hum were treacher- 
ously murdered by Aegisthus and Cly temnestra. 

Professor Paley reminds me that the excellent Greek 

* Oi/yss . XT. 72-76: — 

fxi] fx &icAaiiTQV, rror, Iojv oitiQtv Ko;ra.\( 'nt(iV 

vo a<l>urOf:is, uTf to 1 Ti Octe-v /nijvifia yti'ccuai * 
a A Aa uf fcah'icc-Tcu ervv Tc-w^t tru'. a*j<ra tun iortv, 
trrjfxa re jlhh yrrcu, v Drl Oivt OaAumT'qs. 

“ Do not leave me behind, unwept fur, un buried, when ytni go away, lest 1 should 
become the cau»e of the wrath of the gods against lin e ; but burn me with all the 
arms which belong to me, and erect over me a mound on the shore of the hoary sea. ' 

t Soph. Ajax . 555 : - 

7a. rV a A A a rev XV 'eaV a -/lou rUVcJ't rai. 

“ My *4 her >hed! !w hulled together with n;e.' : 
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scholar, Miss A. Swanwick, the translator (among other 
works) of the Orestcia of Aeschy lus, has already made the just 
remark, that the ancient tradition made Agamemnon to be 
buried in silence and ignominy ; and the same friend calls 
my attention to the following passages in the tragic poets 
to show how all of them agree upon this. Thus we read in 
Aeschylus : “ By our hands has he fallen and died, and we 
shall bury him not with the lamentations of his house- 
hold^* But we see continually in Homer that the lamen- 
tations of relations and of all those who belonged to the 
household were regarded as quite essential to the honour as 
well as the peace of the dead. So, for instance, we read in 
the Iliad f: “So spoke (BriseTs) weeping, and the women 
(the other female slaves) broke out into lamentations, 
seemingly for Patroclus, but in reality every one of them 
was merely lamenting over her own misfortune.” 

We further read in Aeschylus: “O insolent mother, 
with the funeral of an enemy thou hast dared to bury your 
lord, a king without the tear of his citizens, a husband 
without his wife’s”^: and “O father, who hast not died in 
the manner of kings.”§ Also in Sophocles: “Having 
ignominiously slain him like an enemy, she chopped and 
hacked his limbs.” jj Likewise in Euripides: “Certainly 
like a criminal thou wilt be buried ignominiously by night, 
not in the daytime.” 

A git l?l* 1552—1554 : . . . irpos rj/xdv 

Kdmrtatv^ KtirOavt, rjftctv /cat Karaddij/afitv 
oux viru KhavOucuv twv i £ oKum*. 

4 //., XIX. 301-302 : 

cC'S tV/jttTo (B pifrrjh) K\o.i<wcr' * ct tl 5c <TTem\ot'T<i y wallets, 
ndrpOK\ov Trp6<pa(ru'j rrepdv 5’ avrwv K7]8t* tKatTrn]. 

C/lOi'p/l. 430-3 : TtdvroXpx fjLLirtf), ikuuis tv tK(f>opals 
air- tv yrc -i » uv &va 
y &vev jt tvOnparuv 
' m: ' tr\v t s dvulfjLooKTov &v8pa Oaipai. 

Ibid, 479 ‘ Trcirtp, TpOTrotcriv ov Tvpuvvttails dat'd v. 

{| li/i'Ctrd, 444 : u</>’ 77s Qavdv drijaos, derrt SviT,utvT]s, 

l/nuoyaAiatty. 

ij Kanos nands Tarfyiprti vuktos, ovk tv ptxtpu. 


J'roaJ \ 446 ; 
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I may here observe that Sophocles seems never to have 
visited Mvcenag for he fancied Agamemnon’s sepulchre to 
have the form of a tumulus*: 66 On the mound of this 
grave I proclaim this to my father.” 

That in a remote antiquity it was the custom to bury 
kings with their treasures is proved by various classics. 
Thus, for instance, we are told by Diodorus Siculusf that 
Sardanapalus, the last king of Assyria, erected in one of 
his courts an immense pyre, on which he burnt himself 
together with all his treasures, his royal ornaments, his wives 
and his eunuchs. 

We further read in Herodotus : “ This same queen, 

Nitocris, committed the following fraud: Above the most 
frequented gate of the city (Babylon) she erected for her- 
self a sepulchre, which projected from the upper part of 
the gate. And on this sepulchre site engraved an inscrip- 
tion of the following tenour: c Whichever of the kings of 
Babylon who succeeds me may stand in need of money, 
let: him open the sepulchre and take treasure as much as he 
likes. But let him open it in no other case than when lie 
really needs money ; because that would not be good.’ 
Tins sepulchre remained intact until the kingdom passed 
over to Darius. Darius was vexed that he could never 
use the gate, and that, though treasures were lying there, 
and though the treasures themselves invited him, lie should 
not be allowed to take them. But this gate he could not 
use, because in passing through lie would have hail the 
corpse above his head. Now, on opening the tomb he 
found no treasures, but: only the corpse, and an inscription 
which was as follows: ‘If thou vvert not insatiable and 
greedy for treasures, thou wouldst not have opened the 
tombs of the dead.’” * 

This account of Herodotus proves two things ; first, that 
it was the custom at Babylon to bury the 1 royal dead with 

hket. *MJ4 '• rv/uifittv V iV TySt: Kiipvritjie TiarpL 

II. 21-28. :J: 1. 187. 
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treasufes, and, secondly, that the people were prevented by 
a religious fear from plundering the abodes of the dead. 

We further read in Diodorus:* “When Pyrrhus 
had pillaged /Egcte, which was the residence of the Mace- 
donian kings, he left there the Galatians. These having 
learned from some people that, according to an ancient cus- 
tom, large treasures were buried in the royal tombs together 
with the deceased, they excavated all the sepulchres, and 
having rifled them, they divided the treasures among 
themselves, but the bones of the dead they threw away. 
Pyrrhus upbraided them on account of this sacrilegious act. 
but he did not punish them because he needed them in 
his wars.” This proves again to us that it was an ancient 
custom in Macedonia to bury the dead of royal houses 
with treasures, and that the people were deterred by a reli- 
gious fear front touching them, because, although it: had 
been known for ages that the tombs contained treasures, 
yet nobody had dared to plunder them. 

I may further remind the reader of the large trea- 
sure of elaborately ornamented gold and silver vases and 
other jewels, as well as of bronze vessels and vases, arms, 
etc., recently discovered in a tomb at Palestrina in Italy 

' m j 

(the ancient Prameste), and .attributed to the sex emit cen- 
tury k.c.,- — “that period at which the influence of the 
civilization and industry of the East dominated in Etruria 
and Latiurn, before those countries became subject to the 
force of Hellenic genius — the period when the two currents 
of Assyrian and Egyptian luxury and thought had become 
intermingled in their effect upon art, and spread by the 
Phoenician artisans and trailers through the Western coun- 
tries whither they carried their productions, ornamented 
according to the ideas they hifd imbibed, from the banks of 
the Euphrates|^. the one side, and the Nile on the other." f 

I also call Attention to the sepulchre of Corneto, the 

* IV. 2.:, 23. s ; : 

From an account, of the Tomb at Palestrina in the Hum, February 
'7- 0S77. 
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m 1 have v befoi^ stated, ; .are:^ia .4ke, 
of Berlin; This'tomb, which belongs to am epoch 
anterior to the influence of Greek culture in Italy, and 
therefore anterior to the seventh century ice*, contains ftpf 
only the armour and weapons, but also the whole household 
furniture, copper kettles, drinking vessels, and so forth, of 
a rich warrior. I hardly think it necessary to remind the. 
reader of the custom in ancient Egypt of burying the dead 
with treasures, for all the collections of Egyptian antftptiU 
ties in the world are procured from Egyptian tombs. 

My learned friend Dr. Karl Blind, in his excellent 
pamphlet, entitled 4 Fire Burial,’ cites the Odin Law in 
Scandinavia, which reads as follows : — 44 Odin ordained 
that the dead should be burnt, and that everything that 
had been theirs should be carried to the pyre. He said 
that every one should go up to Walhalla with as many 
riches as would be heaped upon his pyre, and that he 
should enjoy in Walhalla all those things also which he 
had hidden away in the earth. The ashes should be 
thrown into the sea, or be buried deep in the soil ; bur 
for illustrious men a mound should be raised as a token of 
remembrance.” 

Dr. Blind also gives in the same pamphlet the description 
of Beowulf 3 funeral, to prove that it; was also the habit with 
the Anglo-Saxons to burn their dead with treasures: — 

i£ Gea.tland’s ttkmi for him then made 
A pyre broad, most firmly built. 

With helms bedeekt, with war-shields hung, 

Atyd armour bright, as lie them bade. 

In the midst they laid, the sorrowing heroes. 

Their mighty ruler, their beloved lord/’ 

Thus we have the proof that in a remote antiquity it 
was the custom in Babylon, Egypt, It&hr, Macedonia, 
Scandinavia, and Germany, to bury themach with their 
treasures, and my excavations have proved that this custom 
existed also at Mycenae in the time of the Atridax 



A ( /oMcri f t (Stir ac afu/mcvmXAoi^ with tb.^Vhcad haiuilr*;. 

From tin,* Tomb attuh of the Ag-.ta. Tialf-si-x-. 


CHAPTER XL 

Trkasurk of Till', Tom I! South of tiik Agora. 

Discovery and description of another tomb in the Acropolis outside the 
Agora -I ts Cyclopean masonry like that of the live sepulchres- The 

golden trinkets of this tomb — I fouble-lmndled goblets A plain 

gold cup Spirals and rings of gold and silver wire, like 

those of the Egyptian tombs — A golden seal-ring covered' with 
uitagho-work - Its hill ^description — The face-covers of the female 
figures prove the use of masks during life— -A figure meant for a 
J'aUitdiMn — Six other rude figures resembling the Trojan idols'- 
„ their likeness to the “ Corinthian helmet ” of Athena — The work of 
this ring calls to mind Homer’s description of the shield of Achilles 
— A smaller golden signet-dng, with four Palladia and three Hen 
idols-- A beautiful lion of massive gold — Gold necklace beads — 
Tones of anings found in this tomb -The human remains pro- 
bably removed-when the water conduit was built, but the small 
jewel-recess escaped being rifled - Three curious lentoid -ems of 
necklaces adjourn! on the site of Phccnicd, the others near the 
ancient Hereto - The first represents Phoenician flfires ]) e 
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scription of the other two— The Cyclopean foundations of the ancient 
Herx'um, probably as old as the walls of Tiryns and Mycense -- It 
%fts destroyed by fire "in 423 b.o., and its site deserted. 

Telegrams to and from the King of Greece— Conclusion. 

Athens, March 1, 1S77. 

Mr engineer, the Lieutenant Vasilios Drosinos, of Nauplia, 
having proceeded on the aoth of January to Mycej&ae, 
in company with the painter D.'Tountopoulos, who had 
to make for me an Ichnography of the five large 
sepulchres and the circular Agora by which they are 
surrounded, in verifying the plans he had made for me, 
recognised, due south of the Agora the form of a tomb, 
the site of which is marked with the letter P on the 
Plan B, and of which I give a most accurate separate 
plan** By the latter it will be seen that the con- 
struction of this tomb differs from that of the five 
sepulchres within the Agora, for on its north side the 
rock is cut vertically for a distance of 2 metres 
(6 ft. 8 in.) only, whilst on its east side it is cut for more 
than double the distance required for it; the vertical 
height of this rock being 1 m. 70 c. (5 ft. 8 in.) The 
eastern rock, which is cut vertically, is lined with a 
roughly built wall of stones joined without cement, and 
the same is the case with the northern rock, but here the 
Cyclopean wall continues in a straight line for 6 metres 
(20 feet), and thus for 13 ft. 4 in. farther west than the 
extent of the rock. On the west and south sides there 
% no rock at all, but merely the same kind of rude wall, 
which is so irregularly built that, whilst the north side 
of the tomb is 20 ft. and the eastern side 1. 3 ft. 4 in. long, 
its southern side is 17 ft. 4 in. and its west side 1 2 ft. long. 
In the south-east corner of the tomb the Cyclopean 
masonry has been demolished for a distance of 1 m. 80 c. 
(6 feet), apparently by those who laid the water conduit, 

■-ft * See Plan G. Tomb south of the Agora. 
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’winch, built , of uncut stones without cement, runs all 
alpxjgAhe eastern and northern sides, of the tomb, and is 
doubtless much later than the latter. 

As will be seen bv Plan G, I had excavated this site to 
a depth of 6 m. 70 e. or 12 ft. 4 in., and had penetrated 
on one side 5 ft., on the other 5 ft. 4 in. deep within the 
walls of the tomb, in which I had left a layer of -debris 
only x ft. 10 in. deep. But as the tomb is immediately 
east' of the large Cyclopean house, of which 1 had exca- 
vated many rooms down to the rock without finding 
anything particular, I had considered the sepulchre as a 
dependency of the house, and had not cared to excavate 
the little debris which still covered its site. 

But ray most excellent engineer was more keen-sighted. 
Being struck by the appearance of the walls built in a 
much ruder way than those of the Cyclopean house, he at 
once recognised the identity of the masonry with that of 
the masonry in the large tombs, and as he saw the northern 
wall partly and the eastern entirely leaning against the 
rock, he had the firm conviction that it was a sepulchre. 
Therefore on his return to Nauplia he communicated his 
important discovery to a government clerk of the name 
of Stain at akes, who had been sent that very 7 day by the 
Director-general, Mr. P. Eustratiades, to Nauplia, in order 
to choose a place in the Acropolis of Mycenae on which, to 
build a woollen hut for the watchmen. Mr. Drpsinos, . 
indicated to him on nty plans the precise site of the toitif), 
and -gave him the most minute information in relation t^; 
it, so that the clerk found the place at once, and engagiplis 
a workman, at whose first: or second blow of the pickaxe 
a golden vessel came to light, and in less than half an 
hour the following objects were gathered. First, four large 
golden goblets with two handles, of which 1 represent one 
as the vignette to this chapter (No. 528). All the four 
goblets have exactly the same form and are nearly of the 
same size. TAlF of them represent the Ilom$ic Senras* 




s#g. G&W^ing*, gold wire (rouirui ami quadrangular)' in spirals, and one Silver Ring. 
AH of the double sire. 


bis }aws and seems to drink from the cup. Besides the 
dogs freail^these four goh||fi have no ornamentation 
t^atever, ^tf the^|grms-ds Identical with ttiaf-of the cup 
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No. 343;* with ’#e sole difference that the latter has only 
one "handle. ' ■" ;>• " o-Xfe.* ' 

Together with thffbur genets %as found a large plain 
gold cup (< JicdXr ) ). It lias only one handle, which is 
fastened to the rim and' body with four gold pins with 
large flat heads. Thtefe were further found four spirals of 
tffttrk quadrangular, and seven spirals of thick round gold 
wire, five plain gold rings, and a similar one of silver, df 
wltich a selection is represented under No. 529. I remincl 
the reader that similar spirals and rings of thick gold 
iyite occur in the wall paintings of the Egyptian 'tombs. 
They are supposed to have served as presents, or perhaps 
as a medium of exchange. 


ity. , i . y.- ' V i . 

ill! 



No. 530. (livid Signet-ring, from the rotnb io the .south of tiui Agora, ," 

In this tombasas further fecund a gold seaTrtl^ 
but more than twiceras large, as tho^: 
^discovered in the fourth sepulchte.y Erom,rheTsn^H 
of this new ring, which is represented in double 
tinder No. 330, it will be seen that it is entirely covei 
with intaglio wortexT To the left; of he spe6*fetar is sf 
presented a tree, whose stem certainly resembles .that, 
a p^m-tree ; it has fifteen short branches o»,;Wlueft 


t Kdd Nds; 334, 335^1^2 13V 
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see »« leases, but large clusters of a small fruit, each 
cluster resembling a pine apple ; below the tree stands a 
small female, who is leaning over a little backwards and 
extends both her hands just below the lowest cluster of 
fruit, as if in the act of plucking it. My esteemed friend 
the Professor of Botany, Mr. T. Orphanides, of Athens, 
says that of all trees in Greece this tree resembles most 
a,-; pine, but that, as the little woman is going to .pluck 
one of its fruits* the fruit must necessarily be eatable, anti 
he thinks therefore that if must be a breadfruit-tree, 
because of all the fruits of India the breadfruit most 
resembles that of the tree before us. But I do not 


remember having ever seen the breadfruit-tree in India. I 
have only seen it in Central America. My other esteemed 
friend, the professor of Botany, von Heldreich, in Athens, 
thinks that the Mycenean artist intended to , represent here 
simply vine laden with bunches of grapes, and that, 
merely by his ineptitude, the vine has been represent ed ay a, 
,s thick tree ; and this L^also my opinion. 

Two long tresses of hair are hanging from theyli|jpL 
wppiands ; he;iad' down on the back ; her dress below«t«e 
waist divided by; two horizontal bands into -three com- 
:p^mehtSyj.p^bafelyy|o make us - aware of its richness; 
from her ; arms there project two bands, which - may be 

t " ;d Ip' represent the sleeves. 

The other side of the tree, and leaning with her 
against it, is siting a tall -woman, with noble 
n features. Her eyes are large and her .nose project^ 
iraight line with the forehead, just as we sec it on. 
dptures in the Parthenon; her head is covered with 
dPteban running out -into a point, from beneath which a 
^Ses'o'fchUr'is hanging down on her back ; just above this 
llU'ess we see two ornaments on the turban. I call par- 
ticular attention to the curious sign just above her fore- 
head* which is no doubt meant to represent her diadem ; 
but 4- hav%n»t tbund#Ahadem of this kind in any of the 
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fiv$ tombs. Tfte supper parti of her dress is 4*g^itly fitted 
tO'lhif body, but nevertheless the sio man’s two breasts pro- 
trude. The lower part of bet: dress is ornamented with 
a large number of horizontal bands, and is in the form of 
wide pantaloons which end at the ankles in crescents. Her 
right hand rests on hter waist, and she holds in her up- 
lifted left., hand three poppies, which she appears to offer 
to a tall woman, splenft^iy dressed, who is standing before 
hef and extends her right hand towards the flowers. 

The head of this tall standing woman is covered with a 
sort of turban, which strikingly resembles the turbans now 
worn in India, with the difference that here the turban 
runs out into a point, from which a long ornament hangs 
down on the back: A further difference is that from the 
forepart of the turban there projects a sort of mask, on 
which the two eyes and the nose are well represented!, but 
here this mask is lifted, and we see the Woman's eyes from 
a third differencje between this and an Indian 
> that from its rught side, on the left of the 
hangs down a ba)nd which must also -represent 
ent ; a fourth difference is the strange -brnafoent 
which we see just above the foirehead, and which must be a 
sort of diadem. The features^ of this woman ar«S;Cterta^fy 
masculine and her hair is cut {short, but the artist wished 
her sex to be distinctly understood and gave her twa laSfge 
protruding breasts. Just abode her breasts? wei?s©|''-^|Wf» 
.horizontal bandsf which majjy.be intended to repjs^jjpft 
^n^klaces; but we ought not tep leave unnoticedbthe 
fbahd which hangs from her rijghr shoulder. 
dress seems also to be in the sshape of .enormously 
pantaloons, and from the loins ^downward we see on the 
dress of each leg five large curveid parallel bands, whi^a^ 
can have no other object than to a represent the splendour 
and costliness of he£ attire : theseM bands become more 
curved the lower they arej||g|sl the lowest is Exactly in the 
form of a crescent. Below tljftt ^^^iiity the [Wat#- 
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loons we ;#eft that the woman wears drawers, which are 
fastened: with clasps. Afeore the forepart of this w'oihan’s 
turban is again represented an ornament, the nature of 
which cannot be discerned. 

Just below her outstretched right arm we see another 
small female figure, probably a child, holding in each of 
its extended hands an object, the nature of which we ate 
unable to discern, and which it seems to offer to the seated 
woman. The child's head is covered with a .turban, and a 
long tress of hair, or some ornament, is hanging down 
its back. It wears a necklace, and its dress is divided 
by horizontal parallel bands into three or four compart- 
ments. The features of the child arc very expressive. 

Just above the extended hand of the tall standing 
woman we see two double axes on one handle, exactly 
like those on the Tenedian medals anti those between the 
horns of the cows (Nos. 329, 330), but richly ornamented. 
•'The second double axe is seen projecting on both sides 
•from behind the first one. The handle of these. a^^ ; 
which runs out into a sharp point, is artistically 

Behind this tall standing woman stands another, fvhok’ 
dress I shall not describe, as it is perfectly identical’ with 
th^t of her companion, and above the forepart of her 
tiifban we see the same strange ornament, the nature of 
which cannot be recognised. Very visible is her Indian 
turban which also terminates in a point, and from which 
a kmg band-like ornament djangs down on her back. The 
3&sk, which projects from the forepart of her turban, 
closdly covers the upper part of her lace and her nose; it 
' contains openings for the eyes, for her large left eye is 
glancing out from it. I call very particular attention to 
the vizors of both these women, because they give us the 
most unmistakable proof that masks were not only used 
for the dead but that they were also worn by the living. 
She holds iri her uplifted right hand three objects, whose 
form certainly resettles that which wc see on the forepart 



35 8 THE TOMB SOUTH OF, THE AGORA. [Chap. XI. 

of : the turban of the seated woman. In her left she holds 
two flowers with long stalks, which Professor Orphanides 
thinks to be lilies. From her left shoulder we see project- 
ing two bands, and another from her left elbow. Like her 
tall companion, she is barefooted, but wears drawers, and 
on her right foot is distinctly visible the ornament with 
which the drawers are fastened- 

Just above the straftge objects which this second tall 
standing woman holds in her right hand, we see a curious 
figure holding a long staff, meant probably to represent a 
lance; her head is shown in profile ; the rest of her body, 
which is given in full view, consists of two circles, of which 
the upper one represents the upper part of the body from 
the neck to the waist, and the lower one the lower part of 
the body as far as the loins; no legs are shown and only 
one arm is seen ; from the back project two long bands. 
The two circles of which the body consists have a small 
border, and look altogether like shields ; but that shields 
-ilre' not intended to be represented is shown by the two” 
points indicating the breasts. 

This rudely represented figure, in the presence of the 
splendidly dressed women, can in my opinion be nothing 
else than a Palladium of a very ancient and primitive type, 
which, like that of the cow-headed or horned Hera-idols, 
Was, on account of the sanctity attached to it, subject to no 
caprice of fashion and remained for ages unchanged. 

The border of the seal, between the Palladium and the 
feet of t he second tall woman, is filled up by six objects of a 
- strange form with heads and eyes, also with a kind of 
helmet. From the great resemblance of these six objects 
to the Trojan idols* we believe that they also are meant 
to ' represent Palladia. But Professor Rhousopoulos re- 
minds me of the great similarity of these six figures to 
thfc Kpcfeos KopivOiaKov, or Corinthian helmet of Pallas 


* See £ Troy and its Remains/ p. 36 . 
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Athena,, as represented on the Corinthian coins of the fourth 
century b.c., and to the same helmet on the three bronze 
busts of . that goddess, in natural size, of which one is in the 
British Museum, the second in the Ministry of Public 
Instruction at Athens, and the third in a private house in 
the Pi rants. The forepart of the helmet is represented, 
on the Corinthian coins and on the bust of the goddess, as 
drawn up, because she only ffrew it over her face when she 
was fighting. On this forepart of the helmet we see the two 
eyes, the nose, and the mouth; consequently it represents 
a mask, and gives an additional proof that it was customary 
to wear masks. 

The resemblance between the six figures and the Kpdvoq 
KopwOiaKoy is certainly striking ; the latter was assuredly not., 
invented in the fourth century b.c., but it has certainly been 
copied from a very ancient idol, and I have not the slightest 
doubt that the six figures represent this very same idol. 

Jidtuilly, we see near the top two waving lines which 
cannot'! possibly represent anything else than the sea, 
which is represented in like manner on the coins of 
Tarentum. From the sea rises to the left the sun in full 
splendour, the rays being well represented, and to his left 
(to the right of the spectator) rises the crescent of the 
moon. On seeing this marvellous ring, Mrs. Schliemann 
and I involuntarily exclaimed, “ This ring must have been 
seen by Homer before he described all the wonders which 
I Icphaistus wrought on the shield of Achilles.” * 

* //. XVIII. 483-489 

*Ev / u'tv yauxv tV ovpavdv, tV 5c 0cf.Aarr.Tav, 

’HtAiov t 1 dtfdjucwTa, rt irkriOavvav, 

cT Si. ra Tclpia ndi'ra , rdr' ovpavbs OrrttpdvooTai, 

II A 77 1 a 5 a v (f r T«5as re, rd, re aOevos ' CLpiwvow 
V A pKTui' 0\ fyp fccti dfiaiav sicinXtmiv Kakeovaiv, 
i)t' avrov (Trpfbpc rag ical t’ 'flpUot a SoKtvti, 
pXy 5’ djU/appos fciTTi \oirpdv 'ClKcavoio. 

“ There tie wrought earth, sea, and heaven, - 

There lu* set th’ unwearying sim_. 

Ami tlic waxing moon, and stars that 
Crown the blue vault every one ; 
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>Lyi% together this was found? another somewhat 
smaller golden signet-ring,; which I likewise represent^ in 
double size (No. 531). We see on this signet not-^ess. tfchi 
four Palladia and three Hera-idols in good ir^^pli work. 
The former perfectly resemble the Trojan idohllff Pallas 
Athena ;* only there is a slight difference in the head, 
which is here a little less obtuse, and may be intended to 
be represented with a helmet. The P alladmm in the lower 
row to the left is exactly like the Trojan idols ; but it is a 
little effaced, and above it we see three ears of corn. Of 
the Hera-idols in the form of cow-heads with two horns, we 
see one in the upper*and two in the lower row; the horns 



\ 331. Second Gold Signet-ring, found in the some tomb, . 1 .) untie *izc. 


of the two latter are particularly long, and between those of 
the head to the left of the spectator we see/ two smaller 
ones; therefore this cow-head has four horns. At the 


rieiiids. Hyaxis, strong Orion, 

Arctos, } light to hoot the Wain, 
lie upon Orion wafting, 

Only lie of all the train 
Shunning >».? 11 the baths;, of ocean 
Wheels and wheels his found again.” 

. jfe 

Vrom Mr. Gladstone’s translation of the “Shield of Achilles” in the 
Contemporary Review, Feb. 1874 ; vol. xxiii. p. 337, New Series, 

* See 4 Troy and its Remains/ p. 36. 
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right mdxjfthe tipper row is reprlfeented a curious object 
iSEhidyl cann©t well distinguish; if we turn the engraving 
il^.right, it looks like a bird. Between the two rows 
;,»re’ signs, resembling eyes. 

V ■,:/ 4 'Blither with the two signet rings was found the 
beautiful massive golden lion, which is represented in 
double size (No. 53a). It is fastened on a thick golden 



No. 5.52. Golden Lion, Irom the same tomb. 1 double size. 


wire, and is represented lying down, with the head facing 
the spectator; and both the head and the rest of the body 
are perfectly faithful to nature. I share Mr.v New ton’s 
opinion that the lion has been cast and tooled. 

There were further found fourteen golden beads of a 
necklace, of which I represent six ( N <«- 533~53 h ); f boy 



Nos. 533-538. Gold Beads of a Neck lure from the same tomb Double' -hire. 


are ornamented all round with four rows of globular pro- 
jecting points. 

As will be seen by Plan G, all the above-described 
jewels were, found together in one spot, which was only 
a ft. long and 8 in. broad, and precisely 6 m. 90^., or 
23 ft., below the surface of the soil before the beginning 
of my excavations, or only 8 in. below the surface of my 
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cxcay|ition>j as I left it %n the 6th of December last. It 
further appears by Plan G, that the 'dfbris below the sij^y 
of the jewels was still i ft. 2 in. deep. v : ; 

There were found bones in this tomb, wlikh ^fe^ ai (, . 
first thought by us to be human bones, but 
friend Dr. Thcouoros Aretmos, the celebrated Afhent&i 
surgeon, who has examined them, declares them to be the. : 
bones of animals. As before stated, the Cyclopean water- 
conduit, represented in Plan G, was evidently built at a 
later prehistoric period titan that to which the tomb 
belongs, and its builders, who necessarily had to excavate 
the tomb down to the virgin rock, no doubt robbed it of 
its contents and threw away the bones of the skeleton; 
IaM, luckily that small place near the wall (only 2 ft. long 
and 8 jn. broad), where the above jewels lay, was not dug 



up by them, and therefore the jewels have been saved for ^ 
science.* 

Lastly, I represent three lentoid gems of necklaces 
which I have bought in Chonika, a village situated in the 
Plain of Argos, close to the site of the ancient dfy- of 
Phu'tyce ('Bomber/), and at a distance of one English mile 
from the ancient I Icrauim. I call the attention of the 
reader to the name Chonika, which is nothing but a 
corruption of the name 'homocr/. 

The two peasants, wlio sold me the three lentoid gems, 


* The spot where the jewels were found is marked’ by the letter (a ) 7 
both on the plan and section (Plan G). 
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said that they had found the middle one in labouring on 

an ^ the 4 other two close to the site 
He ram m. I have no reason to doubt their 
to be correct, because, as the name sufficiently 
renice was a Phoenician colony, and the middle 
(No. 540) which is said to have been found there, most 
decidedly represents- two Phoenician figures, probably very 
ancient types of idols. Their heads are marked by a mere 
horizontal hollow, and no face is shown; their necks are 
very long, and their shoulders, which, like all the rest of 
their bodies, are rectilinear, are enormously broad. Very 
characteristic arc their long legs and their feet, which 
rather resemble liorsejlioofs than human feet ; one man 
holds in his right hand, and the other in his left, a zigzag, 
probably intended to represent a symbol of tire and perhaps 
lightning. The very short left hand of the man to the 
left of the spectator is uplifted, and seems to hold some 
object, whilst the left hand of the other figure is very long 
and nearly touches the ground. Over the right shoulder 
of the man to the left of the spectator is a strange sign, 
perhaps a written character, and an arrow-like sign is close 
to the neck of the other man ; to both these signs I call 
particular attention. This lentoid gem is of dark red 
agate, semi-globular, and has a horizontal perforation, 
i The lentoid gem to the left of this (No. 539), as seen 
by the spectator, is of greenish serpentine. It is convex on 
both, .sides and has likewise a horizontal perforation. It 
represents, in beautiful, intaglio, two horses standing on 
their hind-legs opposite each other, their heads leaning 
over in opposite directions. The tail of the horse to the 
left of the spectator is represented by a mere band; that 
of the other is bushy; to the head of each horse is attached 
an ornament, which probably belongs to the trappings. 
Between the heads of the horses we see two human figures, 
of which that to the left of the spectator has a Phrygian 
cap on its head, and extends its hands towards the other 
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figure, whose head seems to be uncovered, And iphich j 
holding a round object in its only hand which is vi|t| 

On the third lentoid gem (No. 541), which is ■ 
of variegated white and brown colour, also cOi|p 
horizontally perforated, , we see a much mors^ 
intaglio work, representing a Hera-idol, in the form of’|| 
cow-head, with two long horns, in perfectly faithful imita- 
tion of nature. Between the two horns, we see, head 
downward, an ornamented double-edged axe, with its 
handle, the extremity of which is ornamented with two 
rings or turned buttons. To the right and left of the 
cow-head we see a beautifully ornamented object, the 
nature of which we are unable to explain; it resembles a 
cornucopia). 


I remind the reader that this lentoid gem, as well as 
the other with the two horses, was found close to the 
ancient Heramm, of which the foundations, consisting 
of various courses of Cyclopean masonry of enormous 
uncut blocks, still exist, and may be as old and even 
older than the walls of Mycena; and Tiryns. But my 
explorations on the site, in February, 1874, have shown 
that the accumulation of debris there does not exceed 
to 3 ft. in depth, and consequently excavations there' 
are impossible. The ancient llennum was accidentally! 
destroyed by fire in 423 «.c., and its site has ret 
deserted, the new Hdfauim being built on the slope, 

50 ft. below the ancient one. 



On the discovery of,, the Treasures of the Royal 
Sepulchres, I had the nonour of addressing a telegram 
to His Majesty, the King of the Hellenes, which I insert 
here, with His Majesty’s gracious reply : — 
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, GIFT 0F TI1E TREASURES TO GREECE. 

„ 



ajestk uk Rox George resHeelenes, Athknes 


igT tine extreme joie j ’an nonce a Votrc Majeste 
ll^eouvert Jes. torabeaux «que la tradition, doftt 
|2se fait lecho, designa.it comme lea sepulcres 
Lgai&etnnon, de Cassandra, d’Eurymedou et de leurs 
camarades, tons tues pendant le repas par Clytemnestre et 
son amant Egisthe. I Is etaicnt cntoures d’un double 
cercle parallele de plaques, qui ne pent avoir ete erige 
qu’en honneur des dits grands personnages. .Fai trouve 
dans les sepulcres des tresors unmenses . en fait d’objets 
arduuques en or pur. Ces tresors suffisent a cux se^sa 
ftjtljjplir un grand musee, qui sera le plus merveilleux du 
monde, et qui, pendant des siecles a venir, attirera en 
Grece des milliers d’etrangers de tons les pays. Comme je 
travaille par pur amour pour la science, je n’ai naturelle- 
ment aucunc pretention a ces tresors, que je donne, avec 
un vif enthousiasme, intacts a la Grece. Que Dieu veuille 
que ces tresors deviennent la pierre angulaire d'une im- 
mense richesse nationale! 

“ IIk.vry Sciiei km ann. 

“ M s cenes, 16 (28) Novembrc 1876/’ 


;ifis Majesty’s Reply: — 

^^ ^Monsieur le Doctkur Sc hm bm ann, Argos. 

■^J’ai l’lionneur de vous annoncer que Sa Majeste le 
Roi,' ay ant requ votre depechc, a daigne me charger do 
vous remercier de votre zcle et amour pour la. science 
et de vous feliciter de vos importantes decouvertes, et Sa 
Majeste espere que vos efforts seront toujours couronnes 
d’aussi heureux succcs. 


“ Le Secretaire de S.M. Hellcnique, 


“A. Calinskis. 
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1- cannot coneJmle without mentioning the mimes of 
my esteemed friends. Professor Euthymios Castorcfi^- Pro- 
fessor Srephanos Coumanoudes, and Professor 
of Athens, and thanking them here publicly 
kindness they have shown me during the time 
some excavations at Mycenae. ,4§| 

I also deem it my agreeable duty to thank here 
publicly my excellent engineer, the sagacious Lieutenant 
Vasilios DrosirfHs, for his scrupulous care and attention 
in making all the plans of Mycenae, as well as for the 
great service he has rendered to archmology by promptly 
indicating to thy government clerk the tomb which he 
had discovered in my excavations, so that its contents 

■flit? ^ " 

could l>c saved for science. 

I further fulfil an agreeable duty in warmly recom- 
mending to all visitors to Athens the most excellent 
photographers, Messrs. lfomaYdes Brothers, from whose 
wonderful photographs all the engravings of this work 
have been made;* in fact, I do not exaggerate if 1 assure 
the reader that their photographs can hardly ever be 
excelled. 

It is also my pleasant duty to thank publicly the 
cel eb rated p r i n tors, M essr s. Will i am C I owes and So n s, •; 
of London, who printed this book, as well as the most 
excellent engravers, Messrs. J. W. Whymper and J. 1). 
Cooper, who made all the engravings, for the superior 
skill and the unremitting zeal and scrupulous at|e|ition 
with which they have executed their part in the 

lastly, I h ere express my warmest gratitude to the 
learned publisher of this work, my most esteemed friend, 
%l r. John Murray, as Well as to my most excellent learned 
friend Mr. Philip Smith, for all the kind services they have 
rendered me and all the v aluable assistance they have lent 
me in carrying out the present work. 

* Kxeept the body (No. 454, p. 297), and a tew diagrams and new 
drawings of objects, besides the Plans. 



DR. PERCY’S ANALYSIS. 


. ..^ALYSIS OF MYCENEAN METALS. 

^^SlSTRATlADKS, > the Director of the Antiquities of 
^qi^iaving kindJy given me some specimens of the, Myce- 

W tiils, I thought I could not do belter than submit 
analysis to the celebrated chemist and metallurgist, 
Dr. PEltv, in London., to whom 1 cannot adequately express 
my gratitude for his invaluable Report. 1 would especially 
direct the reader’s attention to the* evidence, which is suggested 
by the analysis, of the extensive use at Mycenre dPivhat is probably 
native gold — to that: use of gold largely alloyed with silver which, 
when carried somewhat further, produced the well-known elect rum , 

of which I found several goblets in the ruins of prehist oric Troy, 

and to the new light: thrown on the question of the Homeric 
'gaX/cov (so largely discussed by Mr. Gladstone) by the progf 
that both copper and hr on :;e were in use in the heroic age of 
Mycenre, but that the weapons (and some of the vases) were 
of bronze, while the domestic utensils, such as kettles, were of 
copper. Thus the metal of a sword from one of the royal sepul- 
chres contains a little more than 86 per cent, of copper and 
above 13 per cent, of tin. and that of a vase-handle contains 
nearly 90 per cent, of copper and above 10 of tin ; whereas that 
of a kettle contains 98*47 per cent, of copper, and a mere trace 
oi tin. i would remind the reader that of the Trojan bronze 
battle-axes the one contained only 4 per cent., the second 8 per 
cent., and the third about 9 per cent., of tin.* 

The course taken by Dr. Percy to effect the analysis is de- 
scribed in the following letter with which he lias favoured me: 

Dear Dr. Scheiemann, 1 Pinion. a,, ? 11 . s) 1( , t t * 77 . 

I have* now the pleasure of communicating to von the results of the 
examination of the various specimens of metal which you placed in my 
hTridf-rfor that purpose. A considerable time and very great care have 
been required L'> complete this work; and 1 must ask you to be so good as 
to state that the analytical investigation, with two exceptions, ii^ys been 
w holly conducted by my able assistant, Mr. Richard Smith, in the Metal- 
lurgical Laboratory of die Royal School of Mines, London. Mr. Smith, 1 
can assure you, has laboured most earnestly and heartily in this investi- 
gation ; and whatever credit there may be is due to him. Some of the 
results are. I think, both novel and import mt, in a metallurgical as well as 
arc; hwologic. 'il point of view. 

I remain, yours very truly, 

John Percy, f.r.s. 

1 on Met .* then ' '.\y ;it The Roy;,t 

Df. S: 'H ITEM A NX. S:)io.i!uf Mun;>, fbnd. n, \c. 


See * Troy and its Remains,’ p. gn . 
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MYCENEAN METALS. 


L — ARGENTIFEROUS GOLD FOIL. ' 


The whole of the specimen weighed 2*177 grain's, its 

thickness varied from i>500th to 1- 600th of an It 

was one of those gold leaves which were found strewn^n 
numbers about the bodies. It was mucli crumpled, of a reddisli 
yellow colour, and both surfaces appeared as if they had been 
varnished or lacquered. A sketch of the specimen is annexed 

of the actual size. 13 y heating, 
the metal becomes much paler in 
colour and assumes a greenish 
yellow tinge, a volatile substance, 
probably organic, being given off 
at the same time. The colour 
of the metal is not affected , by 
digestion in warm alcohol, ether, 
or benzole ; but by boiling it in a 
strong aqueous solution, of caustic 
potash, it loses its red tinge, and 
becomes paler, though not so pale 
as when heated. 1*168 grain of the metal, by cleaning with 
warm water, dilute hydrochloric acid, and finally gentle rubbing, 
lost 0*015 grain,- which is equal to a loss of 1*28 per cent. The 
1*153 grain of cleaned metal was submitted to analysis, with 
the following results 



No. 54a. 

A piece of Argentiferous Gold Foil. 
Sepulchre IV. Actual size. 


Composition per Cent. 

Gold .. .. 

73* f 1 

Silver 

2 3 37 

Copper 

2*22 

Lead 


Iron 

0*24 


99-9 


From the composition of the specimen it may be inferred 
that it was an artificial alloy, as the amount of copper and lead 
present is, so far as we know, much larger than has ever been 
found in “ native gold from any locality. The presence of the 
lead is probably owing to the fact of the silver used in preparing 
the alloy having been refined, though imperfectly, by means of 
lead. The large proportion of silver present may have been used 
to economise the gold. An alloy composed of 75 per cent, of gold 
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and 25 per cent, of silver has a distinct gold-yellow colour ; but 
when tty© silver amounts to 33*33 per cent, the alloy is much paler 
in colour, and alloys containing more tlmn about that proportion 
of silver would cease to be designated as gold ; the presence of 
copper would tend to counteract the paleness imparted by silver 
ULgoldA 

The alteration in colour produced by heating the metal 
may possibly be due not only to the removal of a coating of 
organic matter from its surface, but also to the following action. 
It is well known that an alloy of silver and gold* which contains 
so much of the former metal as to resemble it. in colour, may 
be made to acquire the colour of gold by superficially removing, 
the silver. This may be effected by various processes, some of 
which, there is reason to believe, were known to the ancients. 
When such alloys of silver and gold as those above mentioned 
are heated to redness for a certain time, after having acquired 
superficially the colour of gold by any of the processes in ques- 
tion, they resume their original silvery colour. The large oval 
medaklike coins of the Japanese furnish an excellent illustration 
of this fact. Such a coin has been found in the Laboratory of 
the Royal School of Mines to consist of about two parts by 
weight of silver, and one part of gold. On heating such an alloy 
sufficiently, it becomes almost silver- white ; and on subsequently 
treating it with hot sulphuric acid the original golden colour is 
restored. 


II.— SHEET GOLD. (No. 543.) 

The total weight of the specimen was 1702 grain, and its 
thickness was about i-iooth of an inch. Its specific gravity at 
0o° Eahr. was 18*867. Annexed is a sketch of 
the specimen, of the actual size. It was yellow, 
soft, ductile, and marked or indented on the 
surface, which appeared as though slightly a piecevJshcet 
tarnished. After cleaning with warm water, Sc q iichrc lv 
dilute hydrochloric acid, and gentle rubbing, 
the metal weighed 1*698 grain, which is equal to a loss of 
0*235 P cr cent. 1*4 grain of the cleaned metal was analysed 
with the following results : — 
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Composition per Cent. 


Gold ... .. . 

. ik/36 

Silver 

.. 8-55 

Copper .. 

°V 

Iron 

0*20 


98*68 


The absence of lead suggests that possibly the metal may 
have been native gold, or prepared with native gold, of which 
silver is always a constituent in varying proportions. 


III.— PART OF A SILVER VASE. 

A sketch of this, of the same size as the original, is annexed ; 
it was distinctly curved, having formed part of a hollow ' thin 
vessel. 

The total weight of the specimen was 44*36 grains. The 
metal was much corroded on both surfaces. The convex 

or outer surface was 
com pletely covered 
with a somewhat ir- 
regular crust while 
the concave or inner 
surface was only 
partly covered with 
a similar crust, and 

Er.ii'Micnts of a Silver Y;t'U Svrpulf.lm; IV. M/e. 

No. s-U Convex Surface. N*<. vU- Concave Suffice. partly Wltll a yClJOW- 

ish, tarnishlike film. 

When broken across, the fractured surface of the crust on both 
sides of the metal was found to be in two distinct layers ; 
that next the metal was black, dull, somewhat sectile, and easily 
broken ; while the other, or outer layer, was light-grey, soft, sectile, 
and wax-like. In some places the metal was corroded com- 
pletely through. The crust was removed by warm dilute 
ammonia-water and gentle rubbing ; the resicFfoal mdt*fl was 
found to be very brittle much pitted on the surface, dull white 
in fracture, granular, and containing minute irregular cavities ; 
no appearance of fibre or crystalline structure was observed, 
even with the aid of the microscope. By annealing, the softness 
and malleability of the metal were restored in a marked degree. 
The thickness of the specimen, inclusive of the crust on one 
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surface only, was i-25th of an inch; and where the crust was 
thickest it was i-20th of an inch. The thickness of the metal, 
after the removal of the crust by dilute ammonia-water and 
rubbing', was i-qoth of an inch. 

A portion of the specimen was selected for analysis to which 
the crust was attached on the convex or outer surface only, and 
which was comparatively free from crust on the opposite surface ; 
the quantity operated on was 15786 grains. By repeated treat- 


meat with warm 

moderately strong 

am monia- water, gentle 

rubbing, and washing with warm water, the crust was easily 

removed ; most of 

it being dissolved 

by the ammonia-water. 

which became pal 

e blue, while the insoluble part was left 

a b r 0 w 1 1 i s 1 1 b 1 a c k 

powder, intermixed 

with some particles of 

metallic silver. The rnetal, after this 

treatment and drying, 

weigh ed 11*82 3 gn 

tins. The metal itse 

If (tt), the portion of the 

CXU^t soluble in ammonia* water (£), and 

the residue insoluble in 

ihlmbnia- water (<*) werfc separately ana 

lysed, with the following 

results : — 

Composition pkr C 

KNT. 

{a) Metal . 

Silver 

* . 71 ’Go 


Gold 

o‘.:j 


Copper 

y ±2 


Lead ... 

«'33 


Iron 

0*09 


Chlorine 

. . traces 



74 -6f, 

[b) ( rust. 



Portion 

Chloride of Silver 

u>0«S 

soluble in 

Protoxide ol' Copper) 

0*56 

iiimuunia -water. 

(Black Oxide) t 


Chlorine 

OMS 


Copper .. 

Sulphuric Acid 

013 

.. traces 


Carbonic Acid } 



Water . \ 

1 * 1 5 



2 l \)7 

(*■') Crust . 



Portion 

Gold 

°*°5 

insoluble in 

Silver 

036 

. ^Tptmoui a- water. 

Protoxide of Copper \ 

O' O') 


(Black Oxi.le) |*‘ 


Carbonate of Lime 

J' 3 <"> 


ouk a 1 

Peroxide of Iron ( .. 

0*30 


Alumina ) 

- 
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The composition per cent, of the metal, exclusive of the crust, 
as calculated from the above analysis, is given underneath ; but it 
certainly cannot be inferred that the original metal had the exact 
composition shown in that analysis, because some of the ingre- 
dients may not have been carried away during corrosion in 
the same relative proportions in which they were present in the 
original alloy. 

Composition per Cent. 


Silver 

95' '59 

Gold 

030 

Copper .. 

3*23 

■#f toad 

°*44 

Iron 

Q‘i 2 

. 99 v 68 % 

A portion of the crust when heated in a 

glass tube 

water, and the glass was stained yellow. 



A portion of the crust treated with dilute hydrochloric^adlS 
effervesced, the acid became pale blue, and was found to contain 
copper and lime. 


The crust was examined under the microscope, but no trace 
of crystalline structure could be detected. A qualitative 
examination was made of a portion of the inner crust, from 
which it appeared that its composition was similar to that of the 
outer crust. 


IV. -PORTION OF A BRONZE SWORD. (No. 546.) 


The weight of the specimen, inclusive of the incrustation, was 
585 grains ; it was about 1 h inch in length, arid varied from about 
5-Sths to 7~8ths of an inch in thickness. A 
sketch of a section of the specimen is annexed. 

The whole of the specimen was coated with 
an irregular layer or layers of matter^ v^ying 
in chemical and physical in 

thickness. In the pent re, where the criiWwas 
removed, the solid" metal varied from about 
4-Sths to 5-Sths of an inch in thickness. 

One side was chiefly incrusted with ir- 
regular patches of dull earthy 11011-crystalline 
matter, of varying shades of green and brown, which were found 



No. 546. 

Piece of a Prori/e 
Sword. Sepulchre IV. 

Dimensions stated in 
fractions of an inch. 
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to consist of green carbonate and oxy-chloride of copper in 
different proportions ; a few minute pale green needle-like 
crystals were noticed on the other surface ; there were also 
observed irregular thin layers or patches of green (found $$ be 
green carbonate of copper, in some places containing more 
or less of oxychloride of copper) and blue crystals (found 
to be blue carbonate of copper) of varying tints and lustre. 
One end of the specimen was covered with a dark green crust 
with a velvety lustre, which was found to consist of minute 
transparent crystals of oxychloride of copper ; the opposite end, 
which was flat, and had the appearance of having been cut or 
rubbed, was chiefly coated with deep red non-crystalline red 
oxide of copper ; and a depression on the surface was lined with 
the ^ark green velvety crust; on the edges, where the outer 
p4|| Abe crust had been broken off, was a dull white opaque 
IgtfSf peroxide of tin, and on either side of it were layers of 
||#ed compact red oxide of copper, having cavities here and 
filled with ruby-red brilliant transparent crystals of the 
same substance. When the outer incrustation had been subscg;; 
quently removed, these substances were found to extend 
or less over the surface underneath. . 

• The specimen was cut across in the centre when portions of 
the incrustation were detached ; by this means the structure 
of the specimen, and the nature of the substances forming the 
incrustation, could be well observed. The substances were 
generally found to occur in the following order, from within 
outwards. • 



I. - 

II. 


Ill 



V,- 


•Solid metal. 

—Particles of metal resembling filings, tarnished on the 
surface, and intermixed more or less with a dull 
grecnis^grey substance, which was found to contain 
chlorine, copper, and tin. 

—A pale green dull soft compact layer, which was found 
to consist chiefly of carbonate of copper, containing 
chlorine, probably in combination as oxychloride of 

^ V- copper, and a little peroxide of tin. 

-Red oxide of copper, varying in colour from brick-red 
to dark red, Compact, dull and opaque, and in part 
crystalline. 

Peroxide of tin : examined under the microscope it was 
found to be veined with minute thin layers of red 
oxide of copper. 



VI. — Red oxide of copper similar in character to No. IV. 

VII. — Irregular patches of amorphous and crystalline sub- 

stances of various shades of green, blue, and brown, 
as before described. 

The above order of superposition was not always observed ; 
thus, in some places there was a layer of red oxide of copper in 
No. III. 

When the incrustation had been removed by sawing the 
specimen across the middle, and filing, the metal was found to 
be very sound and free from cavities. The fracture was yellowish 
eppper red, and finely granular. 

Portions of the solid metal perfectly free from incrustation 
were selected for analysis. 


Com tv >s i r ion per C knt. 



1. 


11. 


Mc.m. 

Cupper 

.. 86-41 


86*31 


86*36 

Tin .. 

.. n*<>$ 


13-07 


13-06 

Lead 

.. 


0*1 I 


O* I I 

I ion 

o* 1 7 


— 


O* 1 7 

Nickel .. 

■ . 0 1 'J 


. — 


0 1 5 

Cobalt 

.. t.i li COS 




traces 

99^5 


The specific gravity of the metal was 8*858 at 60' led if 
A portion of clean solid metal weighing 24:811 grains was 
employed for the experiment. 

The substances forming th& incrustation could not possibly 
be separated from each otlier : ;^th' sufficient accuracy to allow 
of their being separately analysed. 


V.— FRAGMENT OF A BRONZE VASE-IIANDLE. 

Sketches of this, of the actual size, are annexed (^05^547-- 
549). It is curved, and on the eonvexjkle there are three parallel 
indented lines, which do Ltless werjpfennected with ornamenta- 
tion. It was everywhere incrusted with the products of weathering 
action* On the convex surface the prevailing colour was green, 
with here and there patches of grey and dark blue ; on the concave 
Jsurface the incrustation was much thinner and more uniformly 
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green. It is quite impossible to describe accurately in words 
these appearances. The portion analysed was freed by filing 



Nos. 547— l'l ;n, side elevation, and end elevation, of a Uroiizo Handle of a Va 
Sepulchic IV, Aetna! size. 


from incrusting matter. This analysis was made in the labo- 
rfttery of the Royal School of Mines by Mr. W. F. Ward 

Composition pi:r Cknt. 

Copper .. .. .. .. .. $9**09 

fin .. .. .. 1 0*08 

99 77 

This is the most usual composition of ancient bronze. The 
metal seems to have been exceptionally pure. 


VI.— FRAGMENT COPPFR KFTTLF. 

THE FOURTH SKPUECHRE. 

This spccimen^ras in a single piece, much crumpled, irregular 
in shape, and ragged at the edges ; it weighed about 860 grains, 
and varied from i~25th to [-30th of an inch in thickness. There 
were three rivets in the metal, the ends of which protruded on 
one. side to t)ie; extent of about I -8th of an inch ; and there was 
onerivet-hole without its .rivet. After filing, the colour of the metal 
forming the rivet. appeaJpi to be the same as that of the shee^ 
metal. There was no trace of the article which had been attached 
by means of those rivets. On one surface the specimen seems 
originally to have been pretty generally encrusted with blue and 
green matter, between which and the metal was, as usual, a thyi 
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coating of red oxide of copper 'f on the other surface, or that 
showing the protruding ends of the rivets, the metal was coated 
first with the red oxide of copper and then with dark greenish 
bngjigi matter, with here and there patches varying from light 
gr%h titlark blue and dark green, especially round the ends of 
the rivets. 

Portions of the sheet metal were heated to redness in a current 
of hydrogen, whereby they acquired a coppery colour and lustre. 
The water evolved in this process was found to contain both 
copper and chlorine, thus indicating the existence of oxychloride 
of copper in the incrusting matter, a portion of the subchloride 
of copper (cuprous chloride) having escaped decomposition by 
the hydrogen. A piece of the metal, free from incrustation, was 
boiled in a flask containing- hydrochloric acid and perchloride of 
iron, and the vapour evolved was passed into a refrigerating 
vessel, when a liquid was obtained in which arsenic was found in 
..considerable quantity. This process was used for the quantita- 
tive determination of the arsenic ^as ammoniacal arseniate of 
•-Ul.agnesia, and the result was confirmed by several repetitions. 
$|l^ymetai taken for analysis was that which had been heated 
in hydrogen as stated above. The analysis was made in the 
laboratory of the Royal School of Mines by Mr. W. if Ward. 

, • Composition per Cent. 


Copper .. .. .. .. 98-47 

Till v " : .. . . . . .. <roo 

Lend , • .. .. .. ... o' 1 6 

Bismuth.. .. ,. .. .. t races 

Silver .. .. ■ ** •• 0*013 

Iron ,, .. Ip • .. .. 0*03 

Nickel .. .. .. .. 0*19 

Arsenic .. .. .. .. .. 0*83 


99783 
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I N I) E X. 


ACHILLES. 

A. 

Achilles and Hector , intaglio on gold, 

1 7 5 - 

Acropolis; citadel of Tiryns, 6; of 
My come, 28, 29. 

Aiyisthus, murder of Aliens by, 54 ; 
murder of Agamemnon by, 54 ; 
death of, 55 ; buried without tj^e 
wall, 60. 

Ac rope, wife of At reus, legend of. 53. 

Agamemnon, son oEAtreus, 48 ; sepul- j 
dire of, 48 ; murdered by /Egisthus 
and Clytemnestra, 54 ; liis expedi- 
tion to Troy, 58 ; his supremacy in 
the Argolid and Peloponnesus, 58. 

and his companions , tombs of, 

334-337 ,* their ignominious burial, 
345-347. {Comp. Sepulchres.) 

A if ora <.>|$lyocna\ 39, 338-341 ; slabs 
forming . its enclosure and bench, 
124, 125 ; circular form of the Greek 
Agora. 125, 126; Royal Tombs in 
the Agora, at Megara and Gyrene, 
126-7 ; Homer’s description of the 
heroic Agora, 338 ; of that of Troy, 

339 ; and of the Ph.cacians, 339 ; j 
age of the Agora at Mycenae, later I 
than the Five Sepulchres within it, * 

340 ; no building within its sacred | 

enclosure:, 341. j 

Alabaster; button of, 144 ; hand, 209 ; j 
model of a |carf, 242 ; three-hurdled : 
vase of, 246 ; sword-knobSSffl^.19, I 
28 1, 2S2 ; fragments of vasg|JP57, j 
308 ; goblet of, 317. v ' ; 

Amher, beads of, 203, 245. 

, found in Italy and Sicily, 204 ; 

mention of, by Homer, ibid. 

Amethyst , lentoid gem of, 202. 


HOARS’ TEETH. 

*A fiffriKt-ireXkttv (see Aimts). 

Analysis ot Mycenean metals, 367- 
3764 argentiferous gold foil, 368 ; 
sheet, gold, 369 ; silver vase, 370 ; 
bronze sword and vase-handle, 372, 
375 ; copper kettle, 375. 

Archers , niches in walls of Tiryns for, 
5 . 

Ary ion: first name of the mount of 
the Citadel at Mycemc, 36. 

Aryolis, map of, 1. 

Ary os : road from, to Mycenai',, 24 ; 
plain of, described, 25 f. ; Aehann 
states of Argos and Myccnag 28 ; 
Homer’s use of the name, 37. 

Arm-bone, with gold ribbon,. 302. 

Arrow-heads ; oi bronze, only in the 
upper strata, 76. 123; of obsidian, 
4th Sepulchre, 272. 

Ashes , of burnt animal matter, 88 ; 
at the foot of tombstones, 92, 93. 

Aster ion, the plant, 25. 

Ms! Irens, son of Pelops, 53 ; legend of 
[ Atreus and Thyestcs, 53 ; killed by 
| /Egisthus, 54. (Comp. Treasury.) 

Axes, of diorite, 40, 132 ; double, as a 
symbol, 219, 252-254, 357, 

B. 

Bat t/e- axes of gold plate, 252. 

Baltic scene on a ring, 224, 225. 

Beads ; ot glass, 1 1 1, 120 ; of fluor-spar, 
120 ; of agate, 2or, 202; of amber, 
308 ; of gold, 361. ^ 

Belt ot gold, apparently for a child, 
248. 

Boars ’ teeth, 272 ; used on helmets 
and horse-trappings, in Homer, 
272, 273. 




Bodies found, all partially burnt where j 
they lay ; three in the 2nd Sepulchre, j 
155; three, probably of women, in ! 
the 3rd Sepulchre, 164 ; five, in the I 
4t^|^epulchre, 228 ; one in the 5th j 
Sepulchre, 291 ; three in the 1st j 
Sepulchre, 294, 295 ; one of them j 
wonderfully preserved, 296, 297 ; its ] 
removal, 298 ; in all 15 bodies in | 
the five sepulchres, 337 ; other 
skeletons of bodies not burnt, 162. 

Bone , objects of, 153, 255. 

Bones: of animals, 88, 362; human, 
in all the five Sepulchres, 284 ; 
thigh-bone, with grcavc-ornament, 
in the 4th Sepulchre, 230 ; jaw-bone, 
28 5 ; sma.ll bone, with gold ribbon, 
302. 

Bonitza; modern name of the Inaclius, 


Chariots , sculptured, on tombstones, 
80 -8 5 ; true form of the Homeric, 
84. 

Charvati , village of, with the ancient 
quarry of Mycenae, 117. 

Children : objects found in the 3rd 
and 4th Sepulchres, indicating the 
burial of two or three, 19S, 247, 248, 
33 7 ; in accordance with the tradi- 
! tion, 39. 

Cicada 1 (crickets or tree-hoppers) of 
gold, 176 ; their significance, ibid . 

Cisterns at Mycena*, 14 1, 

Clay , baked and glazed, ornaments of, 
no, Tit. 

white, the bodies in the Royal 

Sepulchres covered with a layer of, 
j 295, 337. 

! Ciyicwneslrei, seduced by /Egisthus, 


24. v j 

Boo pis : title of Hera, its significance, j 

12, 19 £ ^ : 

Borax , used for soldering gold, 23 r. ; 
Boxes ; of gold, 204, 205 ; of copper- ; 
plate, filled with wood, 207, 208 ; of : 
wood, carved, 332. j 

Bracelets of gold, 196, 223, 227, j 

Breast-plates of gold, found on bodies i 
in the 4'th Sepulchre, 228 ; in the 1st i 
Sepulchre, 300, 301. , j 

Bronze : male figure of, at Tiryns, 14 ; \ 
objects of, 111, 1 12; weapons of, 
279-283, 299, 303, 306 ; of Mycena: 
and Troy compared, 369, (See 
Analysis.) 

Brooch of gold, 193. 

Buildings , Cyclopean, at Mycena:, 40. 
Burial iviih. treasures , 344-349. 
Butterflies of gold, 165, 176 ; perhaps 
a syinbdl'of immortality, 166. 
Buttons; of gold, 152 ; of wood, plated j 
with gold, 4th Sepulchre, 258-26 2 ; 
of gold, 1st Sepulchre, 305, 321-327 * 
of bone, 1st Sepulchre, 329. 


Caldrons of copper, 215. 

Cans of copper, 274. 

Cassandnt^to mb of, and her twin-sons, 


murders Agamemnon. 54 ; is killed 


by Orestes, 

55 ; buried with vEgi$ 

thus out -fid 
60, 

e the wall of Mycena- 

Cobalt 


tubes of, like tlu 

Egyptian, i 

57 “ 

Coins ? 

copper 

3 of Macedonian age 


found at Tiryns, 15 : of Argos, 
found at Mycenae 63, 64 ; none of 
Roman or Byzantine times, 64 ; 
none of Mycena: itself, ibid. 

Column of porphyry, 96, 97, 

Comb; of clay, 78 ; of gold*. 203. 

Copper : a fork a nd anothar^bject of, 
255 ; vessels of, 273-274, 33 t ; their 
use as ornaments of houses, 28 { ; 
mcclium for plating gold on silver, 
1 58. {Comp. A N A Ia si s.) 

Cork, pieces of, 332. 

Coin- heads : of terra-cotta, on 1 Kindles 
of vases, 104, 1 05 ; the great one of 
silver, with golden horns, 215 ; of 
gold plate, with double axes, 218. 

Coins, of terra-cotta, found at Tiryns, 
.10 ; idols, in the form of, at My- 
cenae, 73, 74. [Comp. H f.ra Boons.) 

Crmmn, partial, of all the bodies in 
iSproyal sepulchres, 155 ; officially 
authenticated, 214. 

Crosses of golden leaves, 156, 189-192. 

CroTons of gold, found with the bodies 



in the 3rd Sepulchre, 184; in the 
4th Sepulchre, 228. 



CUPS. 


IN 


GOLD. 
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Cups ; of gold, 24 T, 313, 354 ; of ala- 
baster, 317. (Comp. Goulets.) 

Cuttle-fish of gold, 165, 268. 

Cyclopean Walls; their name and 
nature, 3, 4 ; three forms, 29, 30 ; of 
the citadel of Tiryns, the most an- 
cient monument in Greece, 2, 9 ; 
house-walls at Tiryns, 9 ; of the 
citadel of Myccme, 4, 29; substruc- 
tions and house-walls at M ycemo, 
31, 42, 79, 80, 99, 123, 130; de- 
struction of portion of, u6 ; water- 
conduit, j 4 1 ; tower, T 47, 

Cylinders of gold, 251, 286, 287, 320, 

321. 

D. 

Dayyers of bronze, 163 ; ivory handle 
of one, 329. 

Debris: at Tiryns, 19; at Mvceme, 
42 ; in the Acropolis of Mycenae, 62 ; j 
over dramas of Treasury near Lions' 
Gate, 103 ; in the same Treasury, 
141. 

At rrtis ufujiiKvrtekXov (two - handled 
goblet): several of terra-cotta, 115, 

.! 16 ; several of gold, 231, 235, 237, 
350. 352 ; the true form, not that 
supposed bv Aristotle, 116, 237; 
none such found either at Troy or 
Mycenic, 238. 

Diode my of gold, found with the 
hodi^t^jJi the 2nd Sepulchre, 155, 
156 ; ih the 3rd Sepulchre, 1.86 189 ; 
in the 4th Sepulchre, 246, 247 ; two 
of these small, as if for children, 
ibid. ; in the 3th Sepulchre, 291. 

Dio modes, King of Argos, under Aga- 
memnon, 58. 

Disks of gold, 319. (Comp. Plates.) 

Dorians , invasion of the, 55 ; early date 
of, 344. 

D rayon of gold, with scales of rock- 
crystal, 287. 

Dramas , or approach to the Treasury 
of Atreus, 43 ; to the Trea a^jfcm ear 
the Lions’ Gate, 103-107. 

Ik 


E tones, the port of Mycenae, 58. 

Eleittherion , the river, 25. 

Elias } chapel of, at Tiryns* 4 ; chapel 
of, on Mt. Euboea, above Myoeme, 
26, T 4 S-I 47 . |f| 

Emperor of Brazil's visit to Myecme, 
I 4 T *45. 

Euboea, Mount, above Myccnar, 25, 
26 ; ascent of, 145 ; Cyclopean re- 
mains on, probably a sanctuary ot 
the Sun-god, 146-7. 

Eu / ip it les visit c d A 1 y c e n a: , 38; h i s 
knowledge of the Acropolis, the 
Agora, and Royal Palace, 341, 342. 

Excavations : at Tnyns, beginning of, 
9 ; of the Treasury of Atreus, by 
Veli Pasha, 49. 30 ; at Mycenre, in 
1874, 61 ; at M y eon a -, in 1876, 62 ; 
panoramic view of, before the < iis- 
covevv of the Tombs, 148-9. 

P. 

J'ish of wood. 129. 

El 0 pans inlvofinu) ; of gold, 233 ; of 
silver, 243. 

Elaeoers, gold on , f 65 - 1 67 , 172, 173, 
262. 

El ul e , found at Myeciue, 77, 78, 79. 

Fork of copper, for stirring the funeral 
tires, 255. 

Faint lain of Porseia at Myccna\ 39. 

E/ it zc of marl de, 141. 

G. 

Galleries in the Walls of Tiryns. 31. 

Gate, the eastern, of Tiryns, 5 : of the 
Lions at Myccme (see Lions’ 
Gate) ; the postern, at Myccme, 
35 , :L>. 

Gel l, Sir William , cited, 44. 

Glass, fabrication of, only in its begin- 
ning at the age of the tombs, 158. 

Goblets, of terra-cotta, at Tiryns, 16 ; 
at Myceme, 70; two-handled, 115, 
116; black, 154 ; of gold, 204, 231- 
240, 314, 352—353 ; of silver, 314. 

Gold. The objects are described under 


Earring of gold, 142. their several heads. The quantity-' 

Egyptian ylas^\ 37 ; porcelain ^Aqe.cVs , found \n V\vo ‘se^vvVdwes vonovmts Vo 
01,242, 330. " | about 100 lbs. troy, 



GORDON. 


MASKS OF GOLD. 


380 



Gordon, Gen., his fragments of bronze 
nails and plates from the Treasury 
of Atreus, 45 n. 

Grasshoppers, golden. {See Cicada.) 

Greats of warriors on a painted vase, 
T34 "j gold ornament of, 230, 328. 

Greco- Phoenician Period of Art , after 
about 15. C. 800, 98 ; the sculptures 
of Mycena* anterior to, ibid. 

Griffins, of gold, 1 77 ; legend of the 
griffin of Indian origin, 177, 178. 

H. 

Hatchets; of stone, 76; of bronze, T 1 1, 
112. 

Hellenic House , foundations of, 121. 

Ilera Poof is, note on, 19-22. 

Hen cum , , the great temple of Ilera, i 
near Myceme, 20, 50, 362, 364. 

Hercules and the Nemean Lion , gold 
ornament, with intaglio of, 173. 

Highway from Mycena* to Tiryns, 42. 

Horse-trappings, ornaments of, 153, 
273 ; described by Homer, 273. 

Hunters in a chariot, on a signet ring, 
223 L 

I. 

lalysus, in Rhodes ; objects found in 
a tomb there, resembling those at 
Mycena’ : terra-cotta vases, 65 ; cow- 
idols, 73 ; whorls, 77 ; painted pot- 
tery, 138 ; terra-cotta goblets, of 
same pattern as Mycenean gold 
goblets, 234. 

Idols , terra-cotta, at Tiryns, to, ii, 12, 
13, 14 ; similar to those at Mycena*, 
12 ; at Myceme, 13, 7 h 72, 73 1 in 
11 dromo,s” before Treasury near 
Lions’ Cate, 103-107. 

Inachus, the river, 24, 25. 

Inscriptions, signs .resembling, 1 14 ; 
Greek, 115. 

Iron keys and knives, probably of the 
later age of Mycena:, 75. 

Ivory , objects of, 152, 153, iW, 162, 
329; stained, for horse-Uappings, 
273 * 

f ■ J. 

of crystal, 299, 300. 
jp | per roe /gut, loo. 


EX. 


K. 

Kettles . (See COPPER.) 

Keys of bronze, lead, and iron, 74, 75. 
/Olives of obsidian at Tiryns, 18 ; of 
bronze and iron at Myceme, 74, 75, 
76, hi, 112, 158; of obsidian, 158. 


L. 

Lamps , unknown to Ilomer, and never 
found at Troy, Tiryns, or Myceme, 
50. 

I juices of bton/e, 278 ; mode of fasten- 
ing to the handle, ibid. 

Lead, found at Tiryns, 14; a large 
quantity at Mycena 1 , 77. 

Leake , Col, quoted, 5 n. 

Leaves of Gold, strewn all about the 
4th Sepulchre, and even below the 
bodies, 266. 

Legend, of the crimes of the Pelopids, 
53 ? 54 : of the Trojan War and the 
fate of Agamemnon, the author's 
faith in it led to the discovery of 
Troy and Myceme, 334 f. ; confir- 
mations of its veracity, 337. 

Lentoid gems, \ 12, 113, 1.14, 202, 252 ; 
bought of peasants in Chonika, 36% 

:M- 

Lids of boxes and vases of gold, 
fastened on by gold v 
of bone for jars, 256. 

Lion of gold, 361. 

Lion cub of gold, 251. 

Lions' Gate at My com, 4, 32, 33, 34, 
35 ; plan of, 34 ; excavations at, 121, 
122, 123. 

Lower City of Myceme, 39, 40 ; Cyclo- 
pean bridge at, 39 ; Treasuries, 39. 

Lyre of bone, 77, 78, 79 . 


201 : 


M. 

Masks of gold : a child’s, in the 3rd 
vSeg^lchre, 198 ; on the faces of three 
& in the 4th Sepulchre, 219- 
a fourth like a lion’s head, 
beside another of the bodies, 222 
(Cut, p. 211) ; discussion of burial 
with masks, 222, 223 *, on two of the 
bodies in the isG Sepulchre, 3H, 
312 (finis, pp. 289, 333}. 



MEDALS. 


INDEX. REM A. 3^1 


Medals. {See Coins.) I 

Megapenthes, son of Proetus, Tiryns, ! 
ceded to Perseus by, 6. } 

Metals f found at Tiryns, only lead and j 
one bronze figure, 14 ; found at j 
Mycenae, 74, 75, 77* 

Moulds, for casting ornaments, 108, 
T09. 

Mure, Col . , cited, 45 n. 

My ten a:, arrival at, 24 ; importance of 
excavations at the capital of Aga- 
memnon, 28 ; topography of, 24 f. ; ; 
Acropolis, 28 f. ; the lower city, 39 ; j 
the suburb, 40 ; confused with Argos, j 
36-38 ; history, 53 f. ; decline, 36 ; ; 
besieged by the Argives and Cleo- j 
nouns, 56 ; its surrender and dc- ' 
struction (r..c. 468), 56, 57 ; Homeric j 
epithets of Mycemc, 57 ; remains 
described by Pausanias, and true 
interpretation of the passage, 59, 60, 
335 j shafts sunk in 1874, 61 ; ex- ; 
cava lions begun in J.876, ibid. ; ; 
its re-occupation unknown to the ; 
ancients, 63. j 

N. 

Nails, bronze, in the walls of the 
Treasury at Atrcus, for holding the 
lining plates, 44. j 

A etulle of ivory, 1 53. I 

Aeslods goblet, in Iloincr, compared j 
with one found in the 4th Sepulchre, ! 

33S ' 237 - I 

1 

O. | 

Orestes kills .Egisthus and Clytem- 
nestra ; probably the last of the 
Pelopid dynasty at Myceme ; 
reigned in Arcadia and Sparta, 55. 

Oyster shells, found in 1st Sepulchre, 
33 2 * 

1 

P. | 

Painted vases . {See P6i$jSteY ; | 
Vases.) ^ j 

Palace : Cyclopean house- walls, sup- j 
posed to be the Royal Palace of = 
Myccme, 130 f. ; the substructions 
probably supported a wooden build- 
ing, 288. 


Pa lee ocas Iron, tm modern name of 
Tiryns, 2. 

Pausanias, his description of the tombs 
of Agamemnon and hi's companions, 

59 ; general misunderstanding) and 
true meaning, of the passage, 60, 61, 
ct passim. 

Pebbles , layers of, below and above the 
bodies, to aid in ventilating the 
funeral pyres, and bearing marks of 
lire, in all the Sepulchres, 155, 164, 
213, 214, 29 r, 294, 337. 

Pelopids , dynasty of the, at Mycenae, 
54, 55 ; its probable end under 
Orestes, ibid. 

Perseus , builder o| r M yceme, 6, 53; 
Tiryns given to Elect ry on by, 6 ; 
his dynasty, 53. 

Piga ms of gold, on the heads and arms 
of female iigures, 180 ; on the handles 
of a goblet, 236 ; on a model of a 
temple, 26/. 

Pins of gold, |th Sepulchre, 249, 250. 
Plates , large, thick, round, of gold, 
wit h patterns in repousse work, below, 
above, and round the bodies in the 
3rd Sepulchre, 165 f. ; in the 1st 
Sepulchre, 318, 319; smaller round 
plates of sword-sheaths, 219, 302- 
303 ; quadrangular plates with in- 
taglio work, 302, 303, 308 311. 
Plundered body in 1st Sepulchre, 295. 
Ported s lodge at Mycena.*, 62. 

Pottery , Tirynthian archaic, 14, 15,16, 
17 ; Mycenean painted, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69, 120; geometrical, 103 f., 120, 
141 ; hand-made and wheel-made, 
*37, * 5 ^ 1 59* l6c 7 340, &c. 
(Comp. Terra- C o itas.) 

Prmtus , the founder of Tiryns, 6. 

Q. 

Quarry , of Tiryns, 4 ; of Mycenae, at 
Charvati, 41, 117. 

R. 

Rapier-like, swords, gth Sepulchre, 283. 
Ribbons of gold, 249, 327. 

Rema } modern name of the river Cha- 
! radrus, 24. 
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Reservoirs, twelve iOThc Acropolis of 
Myceiiio, 80, 99, 100, 1 17,//. 

Rings, of bronze, plain and engraved, 
142 j of gold, plain and ornamented, 
250; 353, 354 ; of silver, ibid. (See 
Signet- rings.) 

Rock crystal , objects of, 200, 210 ; 

polished segment of a sphere, 213. 
Royal tombs . (See Sepulchres.) 

S. 

Sardonyx , lentoid gem of, 202. 

Scales of gold, 197. 

Sceptres, of silver plated with gold, 
201 ; rock-crystal knob of a sceptre - 
handle, 200 ; handles, 23 1 ; splendid ! 
handle of a sceptre, 286, 2.87. j 

Sculpture on tombstones at Mycenai I 
(See Tombstones.) ! 

Seal rings ; of bronze, 142; of silver, j 
203. (See Signet-kings.) 

Sepulchral Slabs, or Stela 1 . (Sec Tome- ! 

STONES.) 1 

Sepulchres , the Royal , at Mycemg ; j 
described by Pausanias from tradi- | 
tion only, 59, 102 ; their position in i 
the. Acropolis unique, 101 4 tradi- 
tional reverence for them, 337. 343 ; i 
their site indicated by tombstones ! 
renewed from time to time, as they ; 
got covered with debris , 10 1 f., 337, ' 
341 ; the sacred Agora, erected as an ; 
enclosure round them, in honour of : 
the deceased heroes, probably when ■ 
the monuments were renewed, 12S, i 
129, 340 : — discovery of the First j 
Sepulchre , 151; work interrupted, j 
154; resumed, 293; the sepulchre j 
described, 294 (comp. Bodies) ; — j 
discovery and description of the i 
Second Sepulchre , 154 ; — of the I 
Third , 161 : — of the Fourth , 212; ' 
- — of the Fifth , 290. Evidence of the j 
simultaneous burial of the bodies in j 
each sepulchre, and probably in all , j 
336 ; agreement of the sempehres 
with the tradition of the burial of 
Agamemnon and his companions, ; 
Chap. X. passim. 

Shoulder-belts, of gold, in the 4th j 
Sepulchre, 243, 244 ; one with a j 
*j)iecc of a bronze sword attached, j 


1st Sepulchre, 298, 299 ; too slender 
to have been ever used, 300. 

Signet-rings: one of white onyx, en- 
graved in intaglio, in the supposed 
Royal Palace, 131, 132 ; two of gold, 
with intaglios of a stag-hunt and 
a coinbat, 4th Sepulchre, 223-227 ; 
too small for any but female lingers, 
227 ; two of gold, with wonderful 
symbolic intaglios, from the tomb 
south of the Agora, 354-360 ; cor- 
respondence of the first to a sa-ne 
in Homer's u Shield of Achilles/’ 

359. 3<». 

Skeleton of a man, found at Tiryns, 
18 ; skeletons above the 3rd Se- 
pulchre, 164. 

Slabs, double parallel circle of, 87, 88. 
(See Agora.) 

Spira l omamcn h it ion , eh a rn c t e r i s l i c 
of Mycenean art, 82, 99, cl passim. 

Stag, of silver and lead, 257. 

Stein, sepulchral. (See Tomehton ks, 

St hen e/us, son of Perseus, 53. 

Stilettos of opal, for needlework, 143. 

Slone bench round the Agora. (AV«; 
Agora.) 

Stone implements , none at. Tiryns, 14 ; 
at Mycenag 76: knives and arrow- 
heads of obsidian, 158, 272. 

Streets of Myoma.', 57. 

Suasiika , the sign 77, 163, 

Suspension, vases with tubular holes 
for, found at Myceme as well as 
Troy, T58. 

Swords of bronze : two-edged, from 
the (supposed) Royal Palace, 144 ; 
a heap of, in 4th Sepulchre, with the 
gold ornaments of their handles and 
sheaths. 219 ; 46 more in 4th Se- 
pulchre, 278 ; io of these short one- 
edged, 279 ; two-edged, with a ridge 
on each side, gilt, studded, and other- 
wise ornamented, 280-283, 302 -304, 
306^ 307 \ their extreme narrowness, 
and the enormous length of some, 
283, 304. 

Sword-handles, wooden, gilt, and orna - 
mented with gold-plates, studs, and 
nails, 219; cover 9$ of gold-plate 
belonging to, 269-271, 305 ; knobs 



SWORD -SHEATHS. 


WEAPONS. 


3*b 


of alabaster, 3 * 9 , 281, 282; one j 
plated with gold, richly ornamented, j 
and pontaining a piece of the bronze j 
sword, 307, 3<> s « 

S^ord-shcaths, wooden, remains of, 
and the golden plates that orna- 
mented them, 219, 303, 305 {comp. 
Plates ok Gold) ; pieces still 011 
swords, 281 ; of linen, traces of, 
adhering to swords, 283. 

Sword-tassel of gold, 304. 

T. 

Telegram to the King of the Hellenes j 
and His Majesty’s reply, 365. j 

Temple of gold, model of, 267. i 

Terra-coUas : vases, Tirynthtan ar- j 
clinic, 17 ; archaic at :Y{ ycona\ 5 r , ■ 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68 ; compared with ; 
those at lalysus, 65 ; figure of a j 
woman, 73; tripods, 69, 143, 158; ! 
vessels, 209 : cows and a cow-horn, j 
1)3 ( comp . Cows ; Idols) ; objects j 
found in 2nd Sepulchre, 1 59 ; vases in. ] 
3rd Sepulchre, 2 10 ; in 4th Sepulchre, j 
; goblets, 283, 286. ; 

Tkyestes, brother of Atreus, legend of, | 

53 * | 

Tit y as: excavations at, 1 ; site of, 2; ; 
Pausanias on, 2 ; Cyclopean walls 
of, 2, 4, 5 ; rock of, 4 ; founded by j 
Promts, 6 ; conquered and inhabited i 
by Hercules, 6; dest.royeil by the | 
Arrives, 7 ; plain south of, 8. 

I it mbs . (See S L v V l ) I R Ks.) 

J'o mbs /ones, or sepulchral s(ua\ sculp- 
tured and plain, in the Acropolis of j 
Myceme, above the Royal Sepal- i 
chres : the 1st sculptured, 80 (Cut, | 
p. 52) ; the 2nd sculptured, .82 ; the j 
3id sculptured, <88 ; the 4th sculp- j 
tured, 90 ; 5 plain, 92 ; several frag- j 
meats of sculptured, 92- 96 ; they all ! 
mark the site of tombs, 100 (romp, j 
Sepplchk ES) ; plan of, in the 1st j 
Sepulchre, 15 r ; plan of, above l he j 
3rd Sepulchre, 161 ; two plain above ! 
the 5th Sepulchre, 291. y yr . . \ 

'Jo tigs of iron, 144 ; of silver, 368. 
'Treasures ; oi the Pclopids, 48 ; enor- ; 


mous in the Sepulchres, 337 ; 

custom of burial with, 344-349. 

Treasuries , in the suburb of Mycenae, 
underground and dome - shaped, 
called “ovens’* (< frovpvoi) , 41 ; one 
near the Lions’ Gate, ibid., excavated 
by Mrs. Sehliemann, 102, 1 18, r ,40 f. ; 
two smaller ones, 41 : of Atreus, 42 ; 
commonly called the u Tomb of Aga- 
memnon,” 49 ; compared with that 
of Minyas at Orchomcnus, 45 ; 
arguments for their being treasuries, 
47, 48 ; a sixth, close to the great 
Ileneum, 59 {romp. Plan D). 

Tripods ; of copper, 137, 277 ; of terra- 
cotta (see Terra- cottas). 

Trojan War , the Author’s faith in the, 
led to his discoveries, 334, 335. 

Jithes ; of gold plate. 203 ; of gold, 1st 
Sepuldire, 305 ; of bone, 1st Se- 
pulchre, 329. 

V. 

Cases , of terra-cotta : one with female 
breasts, 259 ; of crystal, 78 ; of 
silver, 158, i6o, 2to, 308. 316 ; of 
gold, 206 ; of alabaster, 245 ; oi 
Egyptian porcelain. 292. (Comp. 

Terr a -Cottas.) 

Tessels : household, at Tin- ns, 15 ; ot 
gold, 207 ; of cupper, 274- 276 ; of 
terra-cotta. iSeg Terr,\-( 'ottas.) 

W. 

I Cages of workmen at the excavations, 
87. 

Walls, Cyclopean, 3, 4, 5, 29 f. ; of 
Tiryns, 2, 9 ; of M yeena;, 4, 29, 30, 
31, 40, 87, 8.8 ; of Treasuries lined 
with bronze plates, 44, 45 ; inner, 
of the Royal Sepulchres, bearing 
marks of fire, 355, 213, 294; none 
in the 5th Sepulchre, 29 r. 

Warriors , armed, on a painted vase, 
LP-I 34 - 

W atcr -conduits , Cyclopean, at Tiryns, 
9; Cyclopean, at Mycenag So, 141. 

Weal l)i of Mycena:, 57. 

Weapons of bronze, 278-280, 293, 307. 
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in g on li4s of ' v tfei 3 cc$ anti vases; 206, 
207* ' ^ .' :V ; 

Wood: objects of, 1st Sepulchre, 332 ; 
quantity of, in a copper box, 207, 
208 ; piece of cypress, 332 ; h^lf* 
burnt pieces in 4th Sepulchre, /bit}.; 
various objects of wood, ibid. {Comp. 
Box es, Buttons, Swo r ij-han dees, 

SWORIE-SIIKATHS.) 

Writing unknown at Myeena.:, so far 
as the excavations shew, 336. 


THE END. 
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AND CilARINO CROSS. 


Wells of' MyceiiVi**- 
Wheels of chariots on sculptures, with 
: four spokes, 84 ; small bronze wheels, 
Tit {Cut, p, 74) ; of gold, 203. 

Whets tones, 286, 332. 

Whorls: of stone, at Tiryns, tS ; of 
stone and terra-cotta at Mycenae, 77 ; 
whorl-shaped objects: of .gold plate, 
268. 

Wire, gold, 142, 354; used for fasten- 
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'RAtiMRNTS OF I’aINTKD VASKS FROM MYCKN.T 
•SW tut ual sk>\ and somr redudd. 













PLATE Xtl. 



Nos. 55—61. Fragments of Painted Vases from M ycenvf. 
Some actual size, ami some reduced'. 




No. 65. (4 M.) 


No. 67. (5 M.) 


i. 62—67. Fragments of Painted Vases from Mycenae. 

Some actual size , ami some reduced \ 




PLATE XI 1 ?. 
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L- KAL-W/'.ras UF TAINTED VASES FROM MYCKN/E. 

Some actual size , amt some reduced. 



PLATE XV. 



78. Fragments of Painted Vases from Mvcena:. 


Some actual size , and some reduced. 
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